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Senior center taking
holiday orders

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro
Senior Adult Center will be offering their an-
nual fall fundraiser of homemade dressing and
fresh rolls.

The fundraiser will run from November 3 to
December 19.

“This is the perfect way to add something
special to your holiday table while supporting
your local senior activity center,” said center
director Vickie Hutson.

The dressing will be offered in 5 pound pan
for $15 and 10 pounds for $30, while rolls will
be by the dozen for $6.

4-H seeks warm items
throughout November

MUREFREESBORO -- Pike County 4-H will be
conducting a “Hats, Hands and Heart” drive.

The effort will seeks to collect warm items
such as coats, gloves, hats, blankets and socks
throughout the month of November.

The items collected will be disbursed to
county schools and blessing boxes.

Drop off locations include:

¢ Pike County Extension Office in Murfrees-
boro

* Murfreesboro Elementary and High School

e Centerpoint Schools

* Kirby Schools

Save time with 4-H
pie dough fundraiser

MURFREESBORO -- Pike County 4-H will
hold a pie dough fundrasier through Novem-
ber 21.

Dough for two pies may be purchased for $4.

To place an order, call (870) 285-2161.

Dough pickup will take place November 26
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Extension office
in Murfreesboro.
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Rattler basketball shirt
orders being accepted

MURFREESBORO -- Murfreesboro Cheer-
leaders are currently selling Rattler basketball
roster shirts for the 2025-2026 season.

The shirts will be white and available in t-
shirts, long sleeved t-shirts, sweatshirts and
hoodies.

Orders and money are due to Melissa Jones
at Murfreesboro High School by Monday, Dec.
1.

Prices for the shirts are (add $2 for 2XL, $3
for 3XL and $4 for 4XL sizes):

o T-Shirts $15

* Long Sleeve T-Shirts $18

o Sweatshirts $22

e Hoodies $25

All orders must be prepaid and there will
only be one order.

Final days to help prom
effort with merchandise
as prom fundraiser

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro ju-
nior class is looking to raise money for prom
later this school year.

“Don’t miss your chance to snag the official
Rattler Merch before it's gone for the year!”
said a class advisor. “Show your Rattler pride
and support the MHS Junior Class with awe-
some deals on exclusive Murfreesboro Rattlers

ear.”
5 The merchandise will be available through
Nov. 14 and once it’s gone, it's gone.

“So grab yours today and rep the Rattlers
in style!” by visiting stores.inksoft.com/mur-
freesboro/shop /home.

Staff/Submitted photos

NEARING COMPLETION ... Progress on the the Chimney Rock grocery store that will be located in Murfreesboro is coming along well according
to building owner Jack Bonds. With floors to be polished this week and HVAC ducts yet to be installed, most of the electrical work has been
accomplished with walk-in coolers delivered. The business will also have a gas fireplace (pictured above left) to give that homey feel. Bonds said the
opening date will be Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2026, after the grocery warehouse has time to return from the end of the year holidays and send enough
goods to fill the store. Bonds said he is still seeking old local photos -- especially that of area grocery stores -- to give the final touch. “It's the only
part of the store | am still struggling with ... | want people to be reminded of home and the Murfreesboro of yesteryear. It should have a local touch

... because it belongs to the community.”
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Filing period provides contested races in 2026

MURFREESBORO -- Filings for the preferen-
tial party election on March 3, 2026 will con-
tinue through noon on Wednesday, Nov. 12.

Through close of business Monday, the fol-
lowing candidates have registered for Pike
County positions on the Republican ticket (*
-- incumbent):

County Judge - Eddie Howard®, Robert
Shelby, Wade Stewart and Keith Couch

County Clerk -- Randee Edwards*

County Circuit Clerk -- Sabrina Williams™

County Treasurer -- Loletia Rather*

County Assessor -- Staci Stewart*

County Sheriff/ Collector -- Travis Hill*, Ran-
dy Lamb

Mountain Constable -- Chance Reid

Justice of the Peace Dist. 1 -- Roger Floyd,
Payton Eckert

Justice of the Peace Dist. 2 -- Robbie Crocker*

Justice of the Peace Dist. 3 -- Seth Henry
Kirkham*

Justice of the Peace Dist. 4 -- Billy Hill

Justice of the Peace Dist. 6 -- Kip Holbrook?*,
Ron Parker

Justice of the Peace Dist. 7 -- Richard Mohlen-
hoff*, Robert Irvin

Justice of the Peace Dist. 8 -- John Plyler*

The following candidates have registered for
Pike County positions on the Democratic ticket
(* -- incumbent):

Missouri Constable -- Ricky Branch*

Justice of the Peace Dist. 4 -- Leotis Snowden*

Justice of the Peace Dist. 5 -- Jerry Fendley*

Justice of the Peace Dist. 9 -- Paul Baker*

The following candidates have registered for
Pike County positions as an independent:

County Sheriff / Collector -- Obie Laurent

Candidates running with a party must have
paid their filing fees with their parties before
filling out paperwork at the Clerk’s office. The
Clerk’s office does not accept filing fees at their
office.

According to Pike County Clerk Randee Ed-
wards, the party will give you a receipt of pay-
ment that you are required to bring to us at the
time of filing.

For more information from the parties, con-
tact Republican Party Chairman Randy Brad-
ford at (870) 356-8967 or Democrat Party chair-
man Michael Myers at (318) 470-7731.

Candidates seeking to run under an inde-
pendent status must file for their position dur-
ing the filing period, but have until May 1, 2026
to turn in their petitions to the office.

Alist of county positions that will be up for
election in 2026 are as follows:

County Judge, Sheriff/Collector, Clerk, Cir-
cuit Clerk, Treasurer, Assessor, Coroner, Mis-
souri Constable, Mountain Constable, JP Dis-
trict 1, JP District 2, JP District 3, JP District 4, JP
District 5, JP District 6, JP District 7, JP District
8, JP District 9

Those that have registered for school board
positions through close of business on Monday

include (*--incumbent):

South Pike County School Zone 5 -- Robert
Silva*

South Pike County School Zone 7 -- Alyssa
Duggan®, Carrie Tidwell

Kirby School Zone 1 -- Blake Harmon

Kirby School At Large -- Trent Ott

Centerpoint School Zone 3 -- LeeAllen Sut-
ton

Centerpoint School Zone 4 -- Larry Harvey*,
Pake Sutton

Centerpoint School Zone 5 -- Blake Forga*

Centerpoint School At Large -- Kerry Horn*

School Board Positions that will be on the
2026 Primary Ballots in March include:

Centerpoint Zone 3, Centerpoint Zone 4,
Centerpoint Zone 5, Centerpoint At Large, Kir-
by Zone 1, Kirby At Large, South Pike County
Zone 5, South Pike County Zone 7

For any further election questions, please
contact the Pike County Clerk’s office at (870)
285-2743.

A voter registration form can be obtained
at  https:/ /www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/
elections/ Voter_Reg_App._8-2023_.pdf. Voters
may use it to update any information, includ-
ing your party preference, or to register to vote
in Pike County for the first time. You must print
and mail to the Clerk or hand deliver to the of-
fice. The Clerk’s mailing address is P.O. Box
218, Murfreesboro, AR 71958.
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Food distribution set for November 19
Final Harvest Food Bank until 2026

MURFREESBORO  --

Harvest Methodist Church.

TIGHT COVERAGE ... Rattler WR Kale Burns seeks to haul in a pass
versus the Mineral Springs Hornets last Friday. The Rattlers would fall

by a 30-6 score to end their 2025 season.

Staff photo/John Balch

Regional Food Bank will distrib-
ute TEFAP USDA Food Boxes on
Wednesday, Nov. 19, from 8:30-
10:30 a.m. or until all boxes have
been distributed.

Recipients must come inside the
Municipal building located at 204 E.
Main St. to check in. Check-In starts
at7 am.

Once checked in, recipients will
go back to their vehicle and pro-
ceed to line up along 2nd Avenue
and Owens St. towards First United

Food boxes will be loaded direct-
ly into vehicles from the back of the
Municipal building.

The next Mobile Pantry is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Jan. 28, 2026.

Recipients must bring photo
identification or proof of address
to verify they are residents of Pike
County.

Distribution is limited to one box
per household and two households
per vehicle.

OO

‘Shop with a cop’ donations

MURFREESBORO -- Pike Coun-
ty 4-H “Shop with a Cop” program
is still seeking funds for the holiday
season.

The purpose of the event is to
foster positive relationships be-
tween youth and officers. K-6th

grade students are selected each
year during the holiday season to
shop atlocal area stores with a Pike
County officer.

An account has been established
at First State Bank of Pike County
if anyone would like to contribute.
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Haunted House again successful in 2025, Chamber sets Christmas act|V|t|es

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro Chamber of
Commerce stated that the haunted house effort at the
former Pike County Hospital made over $9,000 in its six
nights of operation in 2025.

The group discussed being open four weekends next
year — one more than in 2025 — and noted that the hours
until 11 p.m. didn’t really pan out after the 10 p.m. hour.

The group said they were on track to have a good
number of vendors at this year’s fall festival, but in-
clement weather forced cancellation of the event.

Veterans Day saw an event hosted by the group in
Murfreesboro on Tuesday, Nov. 11. Plans included es-
says read by Murfreesboro High School students, sing-
ing by Murfreesboro Elementary third and fourth grad-
ers, Dena Kay Tollett performing the Star Spangled
Banner and Murfreesboro Mayor Jim O’'Neal as the
master of ceremonies. The event was held at the Senior
Activity Center in Murfreesboro at 10 a.m. on Tuesday.

SANTA ON THE SQUARE

Christmas on the Square with Santa will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 6.

In order to help regain attendance for the event, the
Chamber along with Harvill Insurance and Branch
Construction will each purchase a boy’s and girl’s bike
for three age groups - 0-5, 5-8 and 9-12 - that will be
given away at the end of the event. Participants will
register that day and must be present at the end of the
event to claim their prize.

Mayor O'Neal said he thought it was an excellent
idea to help rejuvenate the tradition that had suffered
“bad attendance” the past few years.

Santa will arrive at the Pike County Courthouse
Square at 2 p.m. on a fire truck from the Murfreesboro
Volunteer Fire Department. The event will run through
4 p.m. when the drawing for the bicycle giveaways will
be conducted.

O'Neal said that he has considered cutting the num-
ber of the bags of fruit and candy the city provides the
event after too many (250) had been created in recent
efforts.

“I don’t want to waste taxpayer dollars,” O’Neal said.

The group had hoped to avoid a conflict with the
MHS Band Booster’s Breakfast with the Grinch fund-
raiser which will be conducted on the same day earlier
in the morning at the Senior Adult Center.

While O'Neal was critical of the event not helping
keep the tradition of Santa on the Square by giving fam-
ilies another option and then not returning to town for

the later event, chamber boardmember Kailee Parker
spoke in favor of the breakfast.

She said that the event helps gather funds for stu-
dents to attend all-regional band events that potentially
lead to college scholarships. “Sitting on Santa’s lap at
the square doesn’t do that,” Parker stated.

CHRISTMAS PARADE

The Chamber will then host the annual Christmas
parade on Thursday, Dec. 11 under the theme “Winter
Wonderland.” This allows for the decorating of floats in
such things as icicles, snowflakes and winter animals.

Lineup for the parade will begin at 5:30 at the former
Pike County Hospital with the procession beginning
at 6:30. The Chamber will require pre-registration to
participate in the parade, so all interested persons — be
it cars, floats, walkers, horseriders or ATVs -- can call
(870) 285-3131 or email lisa@harvillandassociates.com
to get qualified. The MHS marching band is scheduled
to be a part of the parade.

CHAMBER BUCKS DRAWING

The Chamber will also conduct a Chamber Bucks
campaign in the week leading up to the event. All pur-
chases at a participating chamber member business,
starting on Black Friday, November 28, will allow for
an entry in the drawing the night of the parade for three
prizes -- $500, $250 and $100 in Chamber Bucks that can
be spent with any Murfreesboro Chamber of Commerce
member. The drawing will be conducted after the pa-
rade, and posters of participating member businesses
will be posted in the near future.

NO TASTE OF CHRISTMAS IN 2025

For the Taste of Christmas fundraiser this year, the
chamber has opted to not have the event and will revisit
the issue in the future. At the meeting the group had de-
cided to have prepared meals of ham and dressing, and
not having prepared dishes by the public -- but further
discussion later last week led to simply not having the
event in any format.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

The Chamber allotted for the purchase of almost
$15,000 in new Christmas decorations that have been
ordered and will arrive in time for the 2025 season.

Formerly storing many of their decorations at Branch
Qil, the Chamber was made aware it needed to find
other arrangements in 2026 as Travis Branch has an-
nounced plans to operate a welding shop at the loca-
tion.
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PARADE ®
Wintex Wondedand

Murfreesboro Chamber of Commerce will
host their annual Christmas Parade
December 11. Lineup will begin at 5:30
at the former Pike County Hospital with
procession beginning at 6:30. To register
for the parade please contact the Chamber

@ 870-557-1860 or via email @ s
e Lisa @ Harvillandassociates. com s

FOLLOWING PARADE DECEMBER 11

1°T PLACE $500
2"° PLACE $250
3%° PLACE $100

Chamber Bucks

Giveaway
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Holiday Craft Sale set for this Saturday in Murfreesboro

MURFREESBORO -- The third annual Murfreesboro Holi-
day Craft Sale is set for November 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the Murfreesboro Municipal Building and Murfreesboro Senior
Center.

In addition to all the great gift purchase possibilities, attend-
ees will also be able to satisfy their hunger with Kirk Stone’s
Flying S Barbecue onsite as well as Pike County 4-H serving up
biscuits and gravy for the early shoppers and snacks plus hot
dogs in the municipal building kitchen.

A few spaces are still left for vendors, event director Robin
Cox said, noting an effort to make things exciting for both ven-

LETTER TO EDITOR POLICY

Allletters to the editor must be signed, along with a phone
number (that will not be published) provided for
confirmation purposes. The Murfreesboro Diamond

reserves the right to edit letters for length and clarity.
Letters must not be libelous or contain any profanities.

Send Letters to PO. Box 550, Murfreesboro, AR 71958
or e-mail to mdiamond editor@windstream.net
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dors and attendees.

“We try to keep a good variety of crafters with not many ven-
dors with repeat items. Some vendors may have items in the
same category but also have other items as well. Multi-level
marketing companies or retail sells are not allowed.”

If you are interested in being a vendor, email Darrenan-
drobin3@gmail.com you will be sent an application.

“Please help support these local crafters by coming to shop
on November 15,” Cox said, noting that vendors would be from
mostly southwest Arkansas - Nashville, Glenwood, Pearcy,
Hope, Arkadelphia and Ashdown.

Cox said there would be a good mix of returning vendors and
new vendors from last year.

Items that can be purchased will include quilts, woodwork-
ing, paintings, sublimation items such as tumblers, t-shirts, goat
milk soaps, jewelry, toys, ceramics, tallow balms, essential oils,
crocheted plushies and Christmas ornaments/décor. Home-
made goodies such as macaroons, sourdough bread, freeze-
dried candy, jams/jellies and cookies and candies will also be
available for purchase.

The event will also draw for door prizes - a pair of $25 Texas
Roadhouse gift cards will be given away. Registration will be ac-
cepted at both venues, so attendees are encouraged to enter once
at both locations. You need not be present to win.

Arkansas
BlueCross BlueShield

Open Enrollment Period

- JANUARY 15

If you need individual or
family health insurance,
call or come by today!

NOVEMBER 1

NEED
COVERAGE

FOR 2025?

We can help!

Lisa Chandler Insurance
705 S. Main * Nashville

870-845-5930
Insurance #1264226

Soliciting agent for Arkansas Blue Cross.

Plans available only to residents in Arkansas. 9787 10/20

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not justa
generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive afree 5-yearwarranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 877-319-0598
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC’
e

*Terms and Cenditions appy.

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (877) 313-1596 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

B Support Veteran Nonprofits.

B Free Pickup & Towing. B Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-313-1596

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt87

While we appreciate every donation, n some cases, we find that we are unable to acsept certain vahicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles

due to the prohibitive casts of ascuisition. I you have any questions, lease give us a call at (877) 313-1596

Pike County 4-H will also be on hand selling various brittles,
Texas Roadhouse rolls and honey butter as part of their ongoing
fundraising campaigns.

Your One-Stop For Advertising

The Nashville News-Leader
and Murfreesboro Diamond

Call (870) 845-0600 To Place Your Ad Today!
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#25042570 - In business since 2007, this established bed-
n-breakfast offers an opportunity for the right people to
become a part of the lucrative hospitality business. Located
one mile from the Crater of Diamonds State Park, Diamond
Oaks Inn has been host to guests from all 50 states and
several foreign countries. The Crater of Diamonds is a very
popular tourist attraction. With its "finders keepers" policy,
the Park boasts between 150,000 and 200,000 visitors each
year. Diamond Oaks Inn is in a prime position to attract
many of these guests.The Inn has four guest rooms, each
with its own bathroom. Additional guest space includes a
great room w/gas-log fireplace, a sunroom and a coffee
room. The owners' quarters include: kitchen w/updated
appliances (less than a year old), an additional bedroom
with its own bathroom accessible from the kitchen, a
sitting/breakfast room, laundry room, and a large living
area in the converted garage. Amenities include: large in-
ground pool w/ a pool house. The property includes a
storage building, a two-car carport, and an RV/boat-port.
The current owners are ready to retire and do some travel-
ing. Looking for the right people to carry on the stellar
reputation. ADVERTISED PRICE °425,000.

For more home, farm or land listings visit
www .stavelyandassociates.com

Eddie Stavely, Pnnupal 870- 84‘3
Kristin Stawv i

I—Iull_\ Rud\el, baleb Agent
Matt Smith, Sales Agent:

=) 102 North Main Street¢Nashville
= 870-845-1188
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Tourism Commission hears of Campbell updates

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro Advertising and Tour-
ism Commission met Tuesday, Nov. 4 to discuss their business
for the month.

A representative of DNT Media of Benton was on hand to
discuss their plan going forward with digmurfreesboro.com
and the attached social media presence to help direct tourism
to Murfreesboro.

He said the group had experienced some changeover in em-
ployees, and that the group was looking to shift focus to sto-
rytelling, which was -- in their opinion -- the biggest driver of
attention.

The group was assured more attention and website updates
with video shootings at the middle of November and beginning
of December.

It was noted by members of the board that for $4,775 a month
they felt that DNT was not holding up their end of the bargain,
and without new videos, commercials on digital viewings such
as YouTubeTV and social media postings it was simply a website
that was being paid for.

“We're not getting what we paid for,”
Robin Dildy.

It was asked that DNT submit a new plan that better repre-
sented how they would market and service Murfreesboro in the
future.

“We've got to get stuff out on social media ... we need more
bang for our buck, and that means getting people to town,” said
board chairman Jamie Terrell. “We don’t care if that means up-
dating the website with less new videos — we need to continue
growing and not become stagnant. It's our responsibility to do
the due diligence to get the money’s worth for the community.
We've had a great relationship previous to the changes [in DNT]
— we just want to know what the future looks like.”

DNT states that growth is evident, with traffic up 60% to the
website and four to six thousand new site users in recent months.

Terrell said he was looking for improved communication with
the media group.

“If foot traffic [in town] isn't matching website traffic, then
we need to make some changes and tweaks” that could include
more targeted advertising toward “people more likely to come
as opposed to just a shot in the dark.”

“We just need to get way more than we have gotten in the last
eight months,” Dildy added.

Boardmember Caleb Terrell asked for a more simple transla-
tion of Google Analytics data, and challenged the group to come
up with a way to provide a “cleaner correlation” or “physical
proof of success” to show successful attraction of tourists, per-

said boardmember
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UAMS.
mOUSE CALL

Dr. Bala Simon is an associate professor in the Department
of Family and Preventive Medicine in the College of Medicine

at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences.

Q: What causes lactose intolerance?

A: Lactose intolerance is a
condition where an affected
person has symptoms after
consuming lactose, a sugar found
in milk or milk products. Lactose
malabsorption is the reduced
ability of the body to break down
and absorb lactose. Lactose
intolerance and malabsorption
are common disorders
experienced by approximately
68% of adults worldwide,
according to the National
Institute of Diabetes and
Digestive and Kidney Diseases.

congenital or developmental
(lactase deficiency at birth).

Symptoms of lactose intolerance
include bloating, diarrhea, gas,
nausea, and stomach cramping
and pain. The severity of
symptoms depends upon how
much lactose has been
consumed and how much lactase
the body produces.

There is no treatment to increase
the amount of lactase in the
body. Management of lactose
intolerance includes determining
each individual’s specific
threshold of lactose
consumption. Combining foods
that contain lactose with other
foods may reduce symptoms,
along with taking lactase
supplements. See your health

The small intestine, where most
of the nutrients from food are
absorbed, produces an enzyme
called lactase. Without enough
lactase, lactose moves into the
large intestine and interacts with
bacteria. The types of lactose
intolerance are primary
(diminishing lactase production),
secondary (disease or injury that
affects the small intestine), and

Email your health questions to housecall@uams.edu.

care provider if you have
questions.

haps in a manner like digital coupons that can be used locally
after booking a stay via the website.

The group will review DNT Media’s plan for going forward
before determining to hear the spiels of other media providers
in the near future.

The group then discussed two intersecting issues featuring
Glen Campbell.

The planned ATG Music Pavilion in North Little Rock will fea-
ture busts of famous Arkansans in the music business, including
Campbell. The busts there will cost $100,000 each and sponsors
are being sought.

However, more locally, the effort will also offer mini busts
similar to those in North Little Rock to the hometown commu-
nities, priced at $50,000.

Terrell said the bust would of course reside in Delight, and
he could envision the tourism group helping the effort, but that
other contributions would have to be sought. Ultimately the
purchase could be paid out over five years, and Terrell would
offer the Tourism Commission to be the main entity to pay if all
else fails. The group approved the measure.

Legislation was recently passed at the state level, originally
started by former Commission employee Jonathan Lance, to es-
tablish a “Glen Campbell Memorial Highway” from Murfrees-
boro to Delight.

Resolutions would have to be passed by the Pike County Quo-
rum Court, The City of Murfreesboro and the City of Delight to
give permission for signage. After the signs were established,
the State Department of Transportation would approve them
and send decals to be placed on the signs signifying approval
before installation.

The commission approved the future purchase of the signs.

“Iwant to help —it's not a lot of expense, and it is another tour-
ist attraction. [Murfreesboro is] in that loop,” Terrell stated. “It
100% fits in [with our mission] ... we can promote it on our site.
Why back away from it after getting it this far?”

BY RICK 'IfLOYD W

The life-sky connection

Last week it was mentioned that because the Hunter’s Moon
this year is in November deer hunters are being honored by it as
they prepare deer camps for the opening of rifle season. Experi-
enced and seasoned hunters acknowledge a moon effect on the
way deer move about.

Taking a look at the science behind this reveals that there is
very little science behind it. What there is pretty much concludes
that there is negligible influence of phases of the Moon on doe
and buck movements.

A little controversy is brewing because those “old” hunters
say there are clear differences in deer behavior depending which
phase the Moon is in. They say that during the brightest phases
deer tend to move around and graze during the night and are not
as active during the day. When the Moon is in its dark phase or
as it was when this season opened, in the waning gibbous phase,
hunting is better.

This controversial and mostly unstudied (it seems) topic is at
least another example of how life on our planet is connected to
what goes on in the sky.

Historically, before regulations were imposed, hunters had
extra time to stalk game when the moon was brightest. Hunting
season, for them was a priority when harvest season was over.
That is why there is a moon for hunters this time of year.

The Leonid meteor shower peaks around November 17th . As
with other showers, the best time to view is after midnight. Me-
teors will seem to radiate from the constellation Leo the lion. It
rises in the east at about midnight and is almost overhead in the
pre- dawn hours.

CONTACT US AT THE DIAMOND
(870) 285-2723 mdiamond@windstream.net
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BURIAL INSURANCE » MONUMENTS » PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANS

MURFREESBORO
(870) 285-2194

NASHVILLE W
=N
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P.O. Box 298 Nashville, Arkansas 71852
1211 Anthony Ave., Murfreesboro, Arkansas 71958
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Lisa Chandler Insurance
705 S. Main ¢ Nashville
870-845-5930
Insurance # 38194
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Not authorized to issue | Arkansas ,
policies. Available only | " &/ BiueCross BlueShield
to residents in Arkansas. |

Medi-Pak insurance plans are not connected with or
endorsed by the U.S. government or the federal
Medicare program. Arkansas Blue Cross and Blue Shield
is a Medicare-approved Part D sponsor and is a Medicare

Advantage organization with a Medicare contract.

Obituaries

Joan Rea Kepple, 63

Jerry Guinn, a sister Barbara
Prather and great grandson
Shepp Akers.

Joan is survived by her
three children Chris Sharp
(Terri), Monte Sharp (Con-
nie), and Missy Cox (Tony),
her grandchildren Kara (Jona-
than), Chloe (Dylan), Hunter
(Kristen), Paige (Will), Trent
(Lacey), Nathan (Maddison),
Justin, and twelve great-
grandchildren. Joan has many
bonus grandchildren and
great grandchildren that she
also loved very much. She is
also survived by sister Gloria
Alewine, brother-in-law Will
Prather and sister-in-law Pau-
la Guinn.

Visitation was held on
Thursday, November 6, at First
Christian Church in Murfrees-
boro.

Funeral services were on
Friday, November 7, at First
Christian Church in Murfrees-
boro, with Alan McRae, Dar-
win Turner, and Brian Doyle
officiating, under the direction
of Latimer Funeral Home in
Murfreesboro.

Asspecial thank you to Mur-
freesboro Nursing Home Staff
for the great care and love
shown to our mom. And also
to Elite Hospice for all you did
to help us through.

You may send an online
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com

Joan Rea Kepple, 89, of
Murfreesboro passed away
from this life Sunday, Novem-
ber 2, 2025, in Murfreesboro.
She was born July 25, 1936, in
Newcastle, Texas, the daugh-
ter of the late Morris and Bes-
sie Copeland Guinn.

Our mom was a devoted
wife, mother, but more than
that she was a very devoted
Christian. She led us by ex-
ample. She was active in many
areas of the church, but her fa-
vorite was helping others. She
was known as the “hostess
with the mostest” and loved to
welcome new people. She was
an artist/ craftsman by trade.
She loved bringing Disney
and SEC mascots to life with
her painting skills. When not
doing that, she loved spending
time with family and friends.

In addition to her parents,
she was preceded in death
by her husbands, her brother

Mona Ann Swihart 60, Kirby

Mona Ann Swihart, age
60, of Kirby, passed away on
Wednesday, November 5,
2025.

She was born on July 12,
1965 in Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana. She was the daughter of
Larry Alan Swihart and Ova
Jean Fant. She was preceded
in death by her parents; her
grandparents, Bill and Cora
Fant; and her uncle, William
“Bill” Fant.

Mona was Christian in
her faith. For many years she
worked for the Pike County
Library and Banium Library
where she loved serving her

community. She loved giving
to children, working for the
Dolly Parton Imagination Li-
brary and would host crafting
and painting classes.

She is survived by her sib-
lings, Dawn Friedman, Rich-
ard Swihart, Debbie Cole,
Melody Swihart, Sara Swihart,
and Debbie Goodyear; and her
many loving nieces, nephews,
extended family members, and
a host of wonderful friends.

A Celebration of Mona’s
Life was held on Monday, No-
vember 10, 2025 from 5:00 PM
until 8:00 PM at Smith Family
Funeral Home- Glenwood.

BIG AUCTION at DICK CARROLL'S SHOP

611 W. Main St. Murfreeshoro AR. 71958
BLACK FRIDAY NOV. 28th~10AM

AUCTION LIVE ON LOCATION with SIMULCAST ONLINE BIDDING
This will be the sell out of Mr. Carroll’s Lifetime Collection.

VERY PARTIAL LIST; R MODEL MACK DUMP TRUCKS, OLDER
TRUCKS, MACK ENGINES, 13 SPEED TRANSMISSION, TRACTORS>
JOHN DEERE 4320 CAB AIR DUAL REAR 2 WD 6 CYL., JOHN DEERE
CAB AIR 2555 2WD w/LOADER, 1020 JOHN DEERE 2WD, FARM
EMPLEMENTS, TOOLS, SA200 LINCOLN PIPELINE WELDER, 225
GAS POWERED LINCOLN WELDER, TWIN CYL. INGERSOL RAND
AIRCOMPRESSOR, SEVERAL PROPANE TANKS, DIESEL TANKS AND
PUMPS, TRAILERS, SCHOOL BUSES SOME CAT ENGINES, OLD
COKE MACHINES, TRUCKS PARTS, TRUCK TIRES AND WHEELS
10R.22.5,11.22.5 & 11.24.5, GATES, CATTLE PANNELS, HAND
TOOLS AND TOOL BOXES, CHAINS, BINDERS, RATCHET STRAPS, R
MODEL MACK HOOD, MACK DOORS, 70S KW HOOD, IH HOOD,
TONS OF SCRAP METAL, PLATE, OIL, GREESE, HYD OIL, GEAR OIL,
OIL FILTERS, PIPE, IBEAM, RAILROAD TRACKS, C CHANNEL, PLATE,
GALV. PIPE AND SO MUCH MORE. BRING HELP TO LOAD.

LIVE AUCTION TERMS: Cash, Good Check, Visa/Visa wi/ 3% Fee
Day of Auction, 8% Buyer Premium. Auction day announcements
take precedence over all...Can’t make the Live Auction?

Register to bid online on www.FowlerAuctioneers.com

Stone Family BBQ Trailer wil be on location

FOWLER

Real Estate
AUCTIONEERS

Fowler Auctioneers Inc.
Nick D. Fowler, Auctioneer AAL162
Ty D. Fowler, Auctioneer AAL3105

870-356-4848

FowlerAuctioneers.com
" SOLD IN 30 DAYS "

SMALL ADS DO WORK .

YOU JUST READ ONE
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Grazing Johnsongrass after a frost

BY CODIE MCALISTER
Pike County Extension Agent, Agriculture

It’s finally the time of year when the weather starts cooling
down and frost starts blanketing the fields across the county
on cold mornings. Frost can be beautiful, but it can cause some
havoc for cattle farmers and ranchers if johnsongrass is growing
in their fields.

With frost, there is a risk for Hydrocyanic acid (HCN), more
commonly known as Prussic Acid. This acid is generally found
in stressed plants when growth is depressed by adverse envi-
ronmental conditions, such as moisture stress or frost, the enzy-
matic action may take place producing prussic acid.

There are several forages that are susceptible to Prussic Acid
belong to the sorghum category. This includes Johnsongrass,
Sorghum/Sudan hybrids, grain sorghum, and forage sorghum.

The toxicity from Prussic Acid can kill cattle quickly, often be-
fore symptoms are noticed.

PRECAUTIONS:

* Do not allow animals to graze on young, short growth. Let
cattle or animals graze after the plants have reached a height of
18-24 inches. Also keep animals off drought damaged plants in
any form within four days after a good rain.

* Do not graze cattle immediately on these forages after a hard
frost. It is recommended to wait at least seven days after the first
killing frost before allowing cattle to graze. Wait until the plants
are completely dried out before turning cattle on johnsongrass
and avoid grazing the cattle at night when frost is likely.

¢ Another important thing to remember is to not turn hun-
gry cattle onto johnsongrass pastures as they will devour a large
quantity and it raises the risk of prussic acid toxicity. Make sure
they have grazed other forages first or fill them up on hay before
allowing them to graze.

Prussic Acid dissipates as the plants dry out. Properly dried
Johnsongrass hay does not contain prussic acid and is safe to

feed.

SYMPTOMS OF PRUSSIC ACID POISONING:

* Anxiety, Progressive Weakness, Labored Breathing, and
Death

* Dead animals may be found without visible symptoms of
poisoning.

* Animals may also show increased rate of respiration, in-
creased pulse rate, gasping, muscular twitching, and convul-
sions.

¢ Death often occurs rapidly in affected animals.

Consult with your veterinarian to correctly diagnose prussic
acid poisoning and to determine the proper treatment.

You can read more in our publication Prussic Acid FSA3069
on our website at www.uaex.uada.edu. For more information
about Prussic Acid contact the Pike County Extension Office at
(870) 285-2161.

PIKE COUNTY DISTRICT COURT DOCKET
—OO0OOROOOOOROOOOO0O—

October 21, 2025
BF=Bond Forfeited

PIKE COUNTY

Anderson, Xzavier Timothy, 28, Hot Springs, $170 BE, speed-
ing

Kerbersky, Thomas Dalton, 21, Glenwood, $45 BF, no seat belt

Sulfer, Ceji Shyan, 38, Glenwood, guilty of speeding, fined
$180

ARKANSAS GAME AND FISH COMMISSION
Floyd, Marshall D., 38, Murfreesboro, guilty of littering high-
way or road, fined $245; guilty of criminal trespass, fined $205

CITY OF GLENWOOD
Ransom, Leah, 24, Glenwood, guilty of failure to appear, fined
$280

BENCH TRIALS

PIKE COUNTY

Campbell, Cameron Cooper, 18, Delight, speeding, under ad-
visement for six months to dismiss

Driggers, Mitzie Dawn, 44, Moore Haven, Fla., $530 BF, third-
degree domestic battery

Hughes, Amber Danyale, 38, Arkadelphia, guilty of no child
restraint device, fined $140; guilty of no seat belt, fined $45

Jordan, Lynne Kbrin, 30, Caddo Valley, third-degree domestic
battery, under advisement for one year to dismiss

Ketchum, Chester, 43, Amity, third-degree domestic battery,
under advisement for one year to dismiss

Nuckols, Jim David, 62, Hot Springs, $1,070 BE, DWI

Vengas, Jose Ziga, 49, Glenwood, $125 BE, no driver’s license;
$195 BE leaving scene of accident-property damage; $125 BE, re-
fusing to submit to chemical test; $500 BF, resisting arrest

CITY OF MURFREESBORO
Campbell, Cameron Cooper, 18, Delight, $170 BE, speeding
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Man charged with failure to comply with offender regulations

A Howard County man has
been charged in Pike County
with failure to comply with
registration and reporting re-
quirements of being a sex of-
fender.

Marion Scott Jr., 42, was
charged Nov. 7 with failure to
cooperate with the assessment
process involved in being a
sex offender.

According to case informa-
tion, Pike County Investigator
Jason McDonald was conduct-
ing a compliance check ear-
lier this year on sex offenders
residing within Pike County.
During this check, Scott was
identified as being delinquent

in meeting the requirements.

Scott had alleged failed to
appear for his scheduled reg-
istration by Oct. 3.

“Scott has been a registered
sex offender for a sufficient
period of time to understand
his reporting requirements,
including his biannual reg-
istration months are April
3, 2025 and Oct. 3, 2025, and
these dates do not change re-
gardless fo address updates or
other modifications,” Investi-
gator McDonald reported.

Scott made his first court
appearance on the charge
Monday when he pleaded
innocent and Jan. 12 pretrial

date was set.

Also on Nov. 7, Curtis Jay
O'Neal, 25, of Kirby, was
charged with possession of
methamphetamine and drug
paraphernalia.

O'Neal was arrested on
Nov. 2 by Pike County Deputy
Brandon Copeland during
a traffic stop for a defective
brake light. O'Neal has prior
drug charges and granted the
deputy permission to search
his vehicle. The deputy alleg-
edly found a small amount of
marijuana, a glass smoking
pipe commonly used to ingest
meth and a small amount of
meth.

QOO OO OO OO OO0

Masons begin fundraising effort for coat drive

PIKE COUNTY - The Glenwood Masonic
Lodge 662 is fundraising for their annual Coats

for Kids drive.

The group says that all donations are greatly
appreciated, with monetary donations accept-

ed at Southern Bancorp in Glenwood for place-
ment into the account.

The drive will benefit Centerpoint and

Mount Ida schools as well as First Step pre-K of
Glenwood and Murfreesboro.

WHAT DO YOU WANT
TO BE?

are what we eat.” It is more
certainly true, however, “As
a man thinks in his heart,
so is he.” There is disagree-
ment among translators as to
whether Proverbs 23:7 says
that, but in any case, it is true.
Jesus says, “For out of the
abundance of the heart, the
mouth speaks. The good per-
son out of his good treasure
brings forth good, and the evil
person out of his evil treasure
brings forth evil” (Matthew
12:34-35).

Whatever is in a bucket
is what spills out when the

It is a popular saying, “We [

‘Dear Preacher’

By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ

bucket is jolted. What spills
out of us when life jolts us is
that with which our minds
and hearts are filled. Jesus

said, “For out of the heart
come evil thoughts, murder,
adultery, sexual immorality,
theft, false witness, slander”

(Matthew 15:19).

Want to fill your or your
children’s hearts with vio-
lence, lying, killing and ap-
proval of all kinds of sexual
sins? Then watch television
and set your children watch-
ing it for hours on end. What
goes in affects both what
comes out and what one is.

May each of us fill our
hearts and minds with those
things we learn from God'’s
word. God be with you as we
begin another week in service
to Him!

Paid Advertisement

O'Neal made his first court
appearance Monday when he
pleaded innocent to the charg-
es and a Feb. 9 pretrial date
was set.
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MHS concludes 2025 season

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro Rattlers concluded
their 2025 campaign with a 30-6 loss at Mineral Springs last Fri-
day night.

MHS ends the season with a 5-5 record and a 3-4 mark in con-
ference play. The team ended the season with three consecutive
losses to find themselves outside of the 16-team playoff picture
in 2025. Injuries to key personnel exacerbated the offensive woes
to end the season.

Mineral Springs (4-6, 4-3) is the fourth seed in the conference
and will travel to Hampton to face off against the Bulldogs this
Friday night. Hampton is the number of seed from 4-2A.

Junction City, the 3-2A conference champions, will host
Bearden this week. Gurdon (7-3, 5-2), the conference’s number
two seed, will host Poyen this week, while number three seed
Spring Hill (5-5, 4-3) will travel to Carlisle.

Foreman (4-6, 2-5), Dierks (4-6. 2-5,) and Lafayette County (2-
8, 1-6) join the Rattlers as the conference teams to not make the
playoffs.

Right outside the regular season, Scorebook Live (sblive.com)
ranks the Rattlers as the 16th-best Class AA team, while Max-
preps (maxpreps.com) has them as the 13th best.

SOUTH PIKE COUNTY SCHOOL MENU

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Breakfast: Chicken biscuit or cereal, fruit,

juice, milk

Lunch: Chicken fajitas w/ cheese, lettuce, to-
mato, pinto beans, salsa, mixed fruit, milk

7-12 line 2 option- No line 2
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14

Breakfast: Super donut or cereal, fruit, juice,

milk

Lunch: Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes,
sweet peas, whole grain roll, applesauce, milk

7-12 line 2 option-No line 2

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17
Breakfast: Honey bun or cereal, fruit, juice,

milk

Lunch: Chicken spaghetti, seasoned carrots,
green beans, garlic breadstick, pineapple, milk

7-12 line 2 option- No line 2

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18

Breakfast: Sausage croissant or cereal, fruit,
juice, milk

Lunch: Burrito, refried beans, fire roasted
corn, 7-12 salsa and cheese sauce, pears, milk

7-12 line 2 option - No line 2

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19

Breakfast: Poptart & yogurt or cereal, fruit,
juice, milk

Lunch: Chicken on bun, potato smiles, let-
tuce, tomato, 7-12 pickle and onion slices, mixed
fruit, milk

7-12 line 2 option- No line 2

*Due to food item shortages menus are subject to
change without notice. Any changes to the menu will
be posted on the website at www.rattlers.org

MURFREESBORO SENIOR ADULT CENTER LUNCH MENU

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18

Catfish, pinto beans, cole slaw, hush pup- Chicken rice casserole, peas & carrots, cau-
pies, chunky fruit liflower, roll, banana pudding w/wafers

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19

BBQ chicken, corn, baked beans, texas toast, Roast turkey w/gravy, mashed potatoes,
apple spice cake greens, cornbread, escalloped apples

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17

Pork chops, sweet potato hash, green beans,

roll, snickerdoodle cookie

Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more information
(870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day at 8 a.m. Carry out is now available for $6.00

Trinity Missionary
Baptist Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro

* Worship 11 a.m. ® Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.
* Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
*Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy

To reserve this space for your
church services or buginess...

Call Christy at
870-285-2723

Bank of

Deh% 1
1ght

503 E. Antioch St. D
(870) 379-2293

This is a dramatized version pmg
of facts taken from the Book
of Genesis intening to show
some of the customs of these
ancient and traditional time:

[ABRAM-IN-EGYPT

WITH PHARROH TERKIFIED BY A
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THOU DONE TO ME ?! WHY DIDST

THOU SAY THE WOMAN WAS

YOUR SISTER, WHEN SHE REALLY

WAS YOUR WIFE—I MIGHT HAVE

MADE HER MY WIFE AN BEEN

DESTROYED BY YOUR GOD!NOW
EAVE

Murfreesboro church
of Christ

305 S. Second Ave.

Sun. Bible Study 9:30 ® Worship 10:20
Sun. eve. 6 p.m. ® Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.

Bro. Buddy Ray

Attend Church
This Sunday!

HAVESANITEMMYOU DIIKENTO,
SERINCLUDED
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THANKSGIVING
* - Theme Related Clue

ACROSS

1. Fresh Prince: “____yalater!”
6.Say “no”

9.“Nana” author ...mile
13. Capital of Vietnam

14. The home of the brave, acr.
15. Increase rpms (2 words)

16. Like yesteryear

17. Rejuvenating spot

18. Like a solder at attention
19. *Pumpkin pie or pecan pie, e.g.
21.*Plymouth ____

23. Seek damages

24. Light on one’s feet

25. Like The Beatles

28. Certain blast’s origins

30. *What tom said

35. Iranian money

37. Precedes GPT

39. Water nymph

40. Wisconsin’s western neighbor
41. One tenth

43. Mountain, in Germany

44. The Statue of Liberty island
46. Cat sound

47. Instinctive motive

48. 1970s dance clubs

50. Do like buffaloes

52. Distress acronym

53. Opposite of genuine

55. Bow or bolo

57. *Moisturizing kitchen tool
60. *Turkey prepared certain way
64. Bottom line

65. Pub offering

67. Alley cat, e.g.

68. Extreme suffering

69. International help, e.g.

70. Bullwinkle .

71. Fitness facilities

72. July-August sign of Zodiac

73. More so than #12 Down

DOWN
1. Not barefoot

CROSSWORD

2. Gender checkbox
3. Peters out

4. Loamy deposit
5. Form a queue (2 words)

6. Head and shoulders sculpture
7. Venomous snake

8. Civil rights organization, acr.

9. Whole number between -1 and 1

10. *Biscuit baker

11. *She took away the football from Charlie Brown
12. Mentally quick, e.g.

15. Put trust in (2 words)
20. Respond

22. Website address ending
24. Eminence

25."Deep-___, turkey prepared certain way
26. White condiment

27. Sheds tears
29. *Mayflower

31. Hindi courtesy title
32. Coffin holders

33. One of Florida Keys
34. Ruler sides, e.g.

36. Not of the cloth

38. Through, to a poet

42. Muse of love poetry

45. “Killing Me ____ with His Song”
49. Fraternity letters

51. Unwholesome atmosphere

54. Cattle enclosure in African village
56. Bar, legally

57. Unidentified aircraft

58. Niels Bohr's study object

59. Without, # Paris

60. Overhaul

61. *Turkey ___, 5Krun

62. “At ___!” military command
63. Indigo user

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

Off First Month
of New Service!
LISE PR E: GZ590

Consumer
Cellular

888-804-0913

& 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call BBE-804-0913

64. “You're it” game

66. Rest in state @© StatePoint Media
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A grateful nation proudly thanks America’s Veterans

BY JOHN BOOZMAN
U.S. Senator, Arkansas

to efficiently coordinate and navigate appointments is key to
achieving better outcomes. In light of that, I am championing
policies to simplify the VA health care scheduling process and

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Answering the call to serve our coun-
try in uniform is becoming less common, but no less courageous.

We will always be proud that Arkansans from all walks of life
continue choosing this path and make sacrifices to protect our
freedoms and way of life.

Veterans Day is a time for all Americans to honor and re-
member this truth. While we can never fully repay our former
servicemembers, we can keep our promises to them. That is a
solemn responsibility to the more than 200,000 proud veterans
who call The Natural State home.

Fortunately, we have made significant progress to strengthen
the benefits and services veterans and their families depend on.
I am proud to work alongside my colleagues on the Senate Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee to champion bipartisan initiatives that
move the needle to better support this unique community.

And as chair of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee that
funds the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), our panel works
hard to deliver key investments that enhance overall care and in-
crease resources for our veterans. We've made great progress on
my efforts in telehealth, women's health initiatives, medical in-
novation and modernizing VA electronic health and IT systems.

Ensuring veterans have access to preventative and life-saving
mental health support has been one of my ongoing top priori-
ties. They are at a much higher risk of suicide than the general
civilian population, which is why we have pushed several mea-
sures aimed at fighting this epidemic. The Staff Sergeant Parker
Gordon Fox Suicide Grant Program I authored alongside Sena-
tor Mark Warner (D-VA) doubles down on mental health out-
reach in veteran communities. We are now working diligently to

extend it and continue reaching those in crisis.

Veterans’ overall health is just as vital. Empowering them

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Call Neil McConnell at (501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

SERVICES

ZATIORNEY
SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY BENEFITS.
Unable to work?
Denied benefits?
We Can Help!

WIN or Pay Nothing!
Randolph Baltz

Former SSA Attorney
Office: (501)374-6800

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
319-0598 today to schedule
a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months!  Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military  Discounts  available.
Call: 1-833-757-2194

STOP OVERPAYING
HEALTH INSURANCE!
Reduce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting the
coverage you need! Call now for
a competitive free quote. 1-833-
879-1438. Plus... Income based
government  subsidies  are
available for those that qualify!

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don't Accept the insurance
company’s first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled to
major cash settlements. Get a
free evaluation to see what your
case is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
422-2471. Be ready with your
zip code to connect with the
closest provider.

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financing
available. Call 1-833-889-0049.
Have zip code of property ready
when calling!

YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care for a
health condition that prevents
you from working for a year or
more. Call now! 1-833-641-6953

FOR

Week of November 10, 2025

Absolute Court Ordered
Real Estate Auction
Online and Live Auctions
2 commercial buildings in

Stuttgart

2 Nice Homes with Shops in
Des Arc

Homes are perfect for duck
camps

For more information, photos,

terms & conditions visit
TonyCatheyauctions.com or
call 870-820-1452

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer:
1-833-423-2573

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-
210-6510  www.dental50plus.
com/arpress #6258

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-844-
868-3831

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-866-587-0119 today!

Prepare for power outages
with  Briggs & Stratton®
PowerProtect(TM) standby
generators - the most powerful
home  standby  generators
available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty - 7
years ($849 value.) Proudly
made in the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-855-554-0140.

We Buy Vintage Guitars!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,

Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,

D’Angelico, Stromberg.  And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6613

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-877-
313-1596 today!

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilteris backed
by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime  transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-855-977-9614 to
schedule a FREE inspection
and no obligation estimate. Plus
get 75% off installation and a
bonus $250 discount! Limited
time only. Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty and
offer details.

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting
material — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer + up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-861-2447

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-7044

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-866-613-1845

Olshan Foundation Solutions.
Your trusted foundation repair
experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing. Water
management and more. Free
evaluation. Limited time up to
$250 off foundation repair. Call
Olshan 1-833-436-1947

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:
A small amount of water can
lead to major damage to your
home. Our trusted professionals
dry out the wet area and do
repairs to protect your family and
your home’s value! If you have
water in your home that needs
to be dried, call 24/7: 1-833-887-
1280. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-497-
7510

DIRECTV- All your
entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,

MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-855-400-3297

expedite access to community providers so getting timely, qual-
ity care will be easier than ever.

Another area my office has focused on to recognize former
servicemembers has grown exponentially.

The Veterans History Project, a Library of Congress initiative
to record and catalog the oral histories of veterans, is celebrating
its 25th anniversary. My team has been proud to interview and
submit the stories of around 100 Natural State veterans while
training over 1,200 Arkansans to engage with it, including con-
ducting interviews themselves. Earlier this year, we hosted VHP

representatives in Arkansas to collect more local veterans’ sto-
ries and share best practices with eager prospective participants.

Growing up, I remember interacting with so many adults in
our community who spent at least some part of their lives serv-
ing our nation in uniform. Those experiences impressed upon
me a deep sense of gratitude and respect that I still carry today.
This perspective has also helped shape my priorities in Con-
gress.

On November 11, as our nation celebrated Veterans Day, as
well as every other day, I encourage every Arkansan to dem-
onstrate our sincere appreciation for their service and sacrifice
year-round.

Staff photo

LET FREEDOM RING ... Third and fourth grade students from Murfreesboro Elementary School, under the direction of Susan
Hicks, sang patriotic selections at the Veterans Day program on Tuesday morning at the Senior Adult Center in Murfreesboro.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
(870)285-2723  mdiamond@windstream.net

#25043481 - Spacious brick home in the Heart of
Murfreesboro, with-in walking distance to
schools, offers over 2000 sq ft of living space. 4
bedrooms and 3 full baths, living room, kitchen
with electric stove, new dishwasher, new disposal
and refrigerator to convey. Dining area with
built-in cabinets and display shelving, sewing
closet, den with fireplace, currently w/gas logs,
and bonus room currently a dark room for photog-
raphy work. Double garage with built in storage
and access to backyard, detached garage/shop
with electricity, fully fenced backyard w/wood
privacy fence, and a oversized covered patio,
great for enjoying the private yard. For more
details or to schedule a showing, contact our
office. ADVERTISED PRICE *169,900.

For more home, farm or land listings visit
www.stavelyandassociates.com
Eddie Stavely, Principal: 870-845-9000
Kristin Stavely: Executive Broker: 870-845-9068
Pam Kirby, Sales Agent: 870-845-9251
Brad Vines, Sales Agent: 870-356-9680
Jodi King, Sales Agent: 870-557-0747
Holly Rucker, Sales Agent: 870-784-1349
Matt Smith, Sales Agent: 870-845-8821

=y 102 North Main Street*Nashville [
= 870-845-1188

MILLWOOD CORPORATION

Matt Tollett (870) 703-6939
Jason Porter (870) 703-1039
Johnny Porter (870) 703-1628

P.O. Box 1316 Hope, AR 71802

Classifieds N [T

MINI STORAGE in Murfrees-

boro. 870-845-6304. (gs:4-tf) ALL TYPES OF
ROOFING
We are insured!
SMALL WORK Quality work,
GALL 'F@ PLACE Free Estimates

In Business Since 1992!

VOUIRS
0 Greg (870) 356-8934
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Murfreesboro Diamond

Submitted photos/Jack Bonds

SURPRISE!!! ... Local resident Bill Flaherty (above left) was given a surprise birthday party for his 72nd birthday on Sunday, Nov. 2 at the Murfreesboro Community Center. The party was attended
by his family and friends, including his mother, Bruenel, and many of the people that had worked with him over the years. Party organizers said that “a good time was had by all in attendance” and
that Flaherty was very happy with the recognition. Flaherty is pictured with his family (above right, L to R) Wilma Flaherty, Bill Flaherty, Bruenel Flaherty, Janie Wright, William Flaherty, Betty Cawthon,
Daron Rogers, Nathan Rogers and Kristen Rogers.
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College enrollment show growth as a whole across state

STATE CAPITOL WEEK IN REVIEW
Senator Steve Crowell

LITTLE ROCK -- Student enrollment contin-
ues to grow at most colleges and universities
throughout the state. Retention and gradu-
ation rates are also continuing to rise. The
University of Arkansas Systems total Fall 2025
headcount was 71,705 students, an increase of
2,000 students from last fall.

Key figures include record enrollments at
the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville with
over 34,000 students and Arkansas State Uni-

versity with almost 18,000 students enrolled.
Arkansas Community Colleges also saw over-
all increases in enrollment, with the University
of Arkansas Community College at Morrilton
showing a 23 percent jump.

This is the fifth consecutive year, the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Fayetteville has set an over-
all enrollment record with 34,175 students for
the Fall 2025 semester. The highest enrollment
in the university’s history.

Arkansas State University is celebrating a
record-breaking student body this fall with
11th-day enrollment count surging to 17,926.
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Lady Colts soccer advances to nationals

DE QUEEN -- UA Cossatot women'’s soccer
made history Saturday afternoon, clinching
Cossatot Athletic’s first ever berth in a national
championship tournament after freshman mid-
fielder Angie Gustave’s 106th minute golden
goal free kick took down No. 9 St. Charles
Community College.

The Colts (4-6) went up early, and were un-
deterred to fall behind to the Cougars, (17-2-2)
or to receive a red card 35 minute in coming
back to win in double overtime and clinch a
spot in the NJCAA National Championships at
the SCHEELS Stryker Sports Complex in Wich-
ita, Kan. from November 16-22.

Cossatot battled tough challenges all sea-
son, being down to 11 players after the second
match, and playing with 10 men after the 35th
minute.

The win also avenges a 4-3 loss earlier in the
season, when the Cougars defeated the Colts in
St. Charles, Mo.

Dahana Deis gave the Colts an early lead,
running the left wing and slotting a shot into
back of the net in the 9th minute.

Asstunning top-right corner strike from STCC
equalized things in the 32nd minute, before the
Cougars took the lead just before halftime with
a 44th minute goal after a Colts red card.

For the second time this season, Colts goal-
keeper Nahomie Ambroise scored from a free
kick in UAC’s half, as the 2023 Haiti World Cup
squad member booted a kick over the head of
the St. Charles keeper in the 58th minute to get
things equal again. This was her second goal of
the season, as Ambroise also accomplished the
same feat away to Hinds C.C. On Aug. 27.

Both sides were tied after 90 minutes and
headed to overtime. Overtime rules called for
two 10 minute overtimes with a two minute
halftime in-between, with the golden goal rule

(first goal instantly wins) in effect.

Despite a few chances for both sides and es-
pecially the Colts, things remained knotted up
after the first overtime period.

Just under four minutes into the second
overtime period, Gustave stepped up to take a
free kick. Gustave booted it up the field... and
into the back of the net! In just their third year
of existence, UA Cossatot soccer has clinched a
spot in the National Championships!

UA Cossatot Head Coach Justin Hinman re-
marked on the win, saying: “I'm beyond proud
of how the girls played today. We came out
playing confident out of the back and we were
able to create some good chances early on, with
Cesca putting us up early,.” Hinman said “Our
half time talk was about nothing but staying
locked in and trusting your teammates ability.
We weren’t aiming for 2 goals, we knew we
just needed one to flip the script on the game,
despite only playing with 10. After we scored
the 2nd, we hunkered down and defended
very well and when we did possess the ball, we
made St Charles work a lot defensively. In OT,
we knew it was golden goal and our game plan
was to do everything we could to not concede.
We wanted to worry about nothing but defend-
ing and if we get an opportunity to score, we
knew we had to make the chance count and we
did that midway through the second OT with
Angie putting a screamer of a goal on frame to
get us the win.”

Shots were 15-9 STCC, with Ambroise mak-
ing seven saves in goal to keep the Colts in it.

Being down to 10 players versus 11 with no
subs versus many subs didn’t stop the Colts,
who dug deep to score a win over a top 10
team. The Colts are set to play again in the NJ-
CAA National Championships in Wichita, with
the date of their first match in group play TBA.

TFowr States Classic

CREAM OF THE CROP

VIEW CONSIGNED CATTLE AT

LBJ_CATT[.F..COM

CONTACT
Lanny Ford, 870.703.4345

Bart Emerson, 870.904.6671
Jeff Milam, 870.703.0716

Fueled by the largest freshman class ever with
2,222 first-year students, a 12 percent increase
compared to last year.

Arkansas Tech University recorded an 8 per-
cent increase in total enrollment this fall with a
13 percent increase in transfer students and 6
percent increase in graduate students.

The University of Arkansas for Medical Sci-
ences had a 6.4 percent increase in enrollment
for Fall 2025.

This fall, the University of Arkansas at Little
Rock had a minor increase in overall enroll-
ment with approximately 7,011 students, after
achieving their largest increase in enrollment in
20 years in Fall 2024. Freshman enrollment saw
a sizable gain with a 33.3 percent increase from
Fall 2024.

Henderson State University’s Fall 2025 en-
rollment was 2,258 students, a 9 percent in-
crease from the previous year. This includes
572 first-time freshmen, a 46 percent increase,
plus 196 transfer students, a 32 percent increase.

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, the
system’s only historically black college, had
a slight decline from Fall 2024 enrollment, al-
though graduate student enrollment increased
by 4 percent over last year. Furthermore, the

university was recently awarded a $2 million
grant from the Thurgood Marshall College
Fund to launch PRIDE RISES — Prioritizing
Recruitment to Innovate and Drive Enrollment
for improvements.

Notable increases at public two-year colleges
grew from Fall 2024 with UA-East Arkansas
Community College, Forest City saw a record-
breaking enrollment of 1,566 students for Fall
2025, a 11.2 percent increase over the previous
year. This is a new high for the college, which
had 1,399 students in Fall 2024.

North Arkansas College in Harrison saw a
4.9 percent increase in its student headcount to
2,190 for the fall 2025 semester, up from 2,087
the previous year. For the third consecutive
year, UA Hope-Texarkana had a fall-to-fall en-
rollment increase which climbed by 7.7 percent.
Black River Technical College, Pocahontas saw
a 1 percent drop in Fall 2025 enrollment, al-
though they welcomed 253 first-time freshmen
and had a 12.6 percent increase in Career and
Technical Center enrollment. Southeast Arkan-
sas College in Pine Bluff had a decrease by 1
student and ASU Three Rivers in Malvern saw
a slight decrease of 1.6 percent from the previ-
ous year.

Do you need
moo-lah?

Visit claimitAR.gov
fo see if you have
cash to claim
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