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By John R. Schirmer
News-Leader staff
Graduation ceremonies for the 

Nashville High School Class of 
2020 are tentatively scheduled for 
Friday, July 17, at 8 p.m. in Scrap-
per Arena. The class includes 114 
students.

The event originally was set for 
this coming Sunday, May 17, but 
was postponed two months be-
cause of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Arkansas schools were closed 
to on-site instruction during the 
fourth nine weeks. Seniors who 
were in good standing at the end of 

the third nine weeks were declared 
graduates by the state.

Gov. Asa Hutchinson an-
nounced last month that there 
would be no traditional graduation 
ceremonies in Arkansas before 
July 1. 

Graduation plans must be sub-
mitted to the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Education for approval. 
Nashville school officials expect to 
know next week if the July 17 date 
is accepted.

The district has announced 
honor graduates, scholarship 
recipients and students who are 

RESTAURANTS OPEN 
MONDAY. At Starz 
Family Restaurant in 
Nashville, waitress Abbi 
Parker serves the first 
customer, Ray Terrell, 
with his favorite, a tamale 
plate. Restaurants were 
open with certain limits. 
Starz owner Mark Dowdy 
described Monday 
morning crowds as near 
normal.

News-Leader photos/LOUIE GRAVES
BARBERSHOPS AND 
BEAUTY SALONS 
OPEN. “I hope the phone 
doesn’t ring today,” said 
barber John Curtis on 
Thursday morning after 
a busy re-opening day 
in which he trimmed the 
locks of 30 customers. 
His appointment book 
was filled for several 
days.

NHS graduation July 17
pending state approval;
Class of 2020 includes 
25 honor graduates

entering the military. 
The class includes 25 honor 

graduates.
Anastasia Suzanne Quinney is 

valedictorian.
Deven Faith Barton is saluta-

torian.
Both are summa cum laude 

graduates.
Others receiving summa cum 

laude recognition include Madison 

City council meetings 
at Nashville and Mineral 
Springs continue to be 
changed due to the coro-
navirus precautions.

Nashville Mayor Billy 
Ray Jones announced by 
letter this week that the 
council meeting would 
be moved a week earlier 
to Monday, May 18, due 
to conflict with Memorial 
Day. The meeting will 
be held at 6 p.m. once 
again at the Carter Day 
Training Center on North 
Main Street “So that we 
can continue with social 
distancing,” he wrote.

At Mineral Springs, 
Mayor Steve Dixon has 
postponed the May 
council meeting so that 
an appropriate meeting 
place can be set.

By Louie Graves
News-Leader staff
Publicity for the free 

“Emergency Food Box” 
event in Nashville said that 
it would begin at 10 a.m., 
Friday.

But, before 7 a.m., ve-
hicles were lined up, wait-
ing for the food boxes. 
By 8 a.m. -- two hours 
early -- cars began moving 
through the checkpoints in 
Nashville City Park.

On streets outside of the 
park, volunteers directed 
traffic and pointed the way 
for vehicles to go.

Inside the park there 
was a pre-signup station 
where persons in the ve-
hicles were told what to 
show 50 yards away at 

Station #1.
Station #1 was where 

they were given a form 
to sign and were asked 
to show they were from 
Howard County. Then the 
vehicles drove to the back 
side of the park to Station 
#2 where they turned in 
the signed forms, and were 
directed to drive on to Sta-
tion #3.

At Station #3 drivers 
received final instructions 
and moved safely ahead 
to long tables which were 
laden with boxes. Sturdy 
volunteers loaded the box-
es and other food into the 
vehicles, and the vehicles 
were able to exit the park.

The boxes had been 
packed, and a truck trail-

Army of volunteers
makes fast work of
food box deliveries

er loaded with the boxes 
Thursday. The trailer, along 
with a refrigerated truck 
from Tyson, were taken to 

Station #3.
Organizers said they 

were amazed at the turn-
out of volunteers, some of 

whom were turned away 
both days.

Paige Miller, Addison Catherine 
Betha Harmon, Dafne Mendez, 
Jonathan Lynn Rauch and Lizabeth 
Jesus Arroyo Hernandez.

Kimberly Krystal Perez is a 
magna cum laude graduate.

Cum laude graduates include 
Madelyn Dell Pinkerton, Maya 
Elise Fant, Kendrix DaVon Hol-

Valedictorian
Anastasia Suzanne Quinney

Salutatorian
Deven Faith Barton

Wet, cold weather
may be the culprit
in peach damage

Although the obliga-
tion to attend Sunday 
Mass is still suspended 
for Roman Catholics, lim-
ited services will resume 
at St. Martin’s Catholic 
Church in Nashville, this 
weekend.

Persons attending 
Mass are required to 
wear gloves and masks, 
and no more than 35 will 
be allowed inside the 
church building.

The Mass in Spanish 
will be at 6:30 p.m. on 
both Friday and Satur-
day, and in English on 
Sunday morning at 9.

The pastor is Fr. Sal-
vadore Vega.

Kindergarten registra-
tion for 2020-21 is under-
way at Nashville Primary 
School.

Parents of children 
who will be five years old 
before Aug. 1 have sev-
eral registration options.

They may register 
online at nps.nashvillesd.
com or print a hard copy 
of the registration form 
from the website. Par-
ents may also call the 
school at 870-845-3510 
and ask for a form to be 
mailed to them.

Those who have com-
pleted the registration 
forms may return them 
to the school Monday 
through Thursday from 8 
a.m. until 3 p.m.

Limited
schedule
for Mass at
St. Martin’s

Kindergarten
registration
underway

MANY WILLING VOLUNTEERS. Safety precautions were in place at the Carter Day 
Training Center in Nashville Thursday as volunteers packed the Emergency Food 
Boxes for 300 families. From left, CADC board member Brenda Porter, Margree 
Stanton, Inez Gentry and Jerline Davis. The local contact person for CADC in the 
county is Teresa Atkins, not pictured.

File photo
LAST YEAR. Orchard-
ist Lou Jamison 
hands a sack of her 
peaches to an off-
camera customer at 
the Farmers’ Market in 
Nashville in 2019.

By Louie Graves
News-Leader staff
An unusual weath-

er condition may have 
negatively affected the 
peaches of 2020 in the 
Nashville area, according 
to two operators of large 
orchards.

Rainy, cold weather 
could be the culprit, says 
Tim Jones, who has or-
chards near Center Point.

Jones says that green 
leaves actually sprouted 
on the peach trees before 
blooms, and the trees of 
some varieties have not 
been pollinated.

“This is not a very sci-
entific conclusion,” Jones 
said, acknowledging that 
there was also no freeze 
damage to the fruit.

His peach crop is 65-
70% Red Globe variety in 
volume, and most of that 
has been lost. “This really 
hurts,” he said.

There will be some 
Red Globe and other va-
rieties, and he predicted 
that there would be some 
early varieties ready by 
June 10. “The good side is 
that the remaining peach-
es will be really big.”

L o u  J a m i s o n  o f 
Jamison Orchards said 
that several of her variet-
ies also had not pollinat-
ed, and she also specu-
lated that wet weather 
could be the cause.

She said she had never 
seen the condition before. 
The extensive Jamison 
orchard acres are also lo-
cated between Nashville 
and Center Point.

Some varieties were 

not affected, she added.
“We have a good crop 

in Harken, July Prince 
and Messina, out of 38 
varieties. The rest are 
a smattering here and 
there, but they should 
produce whoppers since 
not many on trees.”

She said her first va-
rieties should come off 
about June 10.

“Green leaves actu-
ally sprouted on the 
peach trees before 
blooms did, and the 
trees of some variet-
ies have not been 
pollinated.”

-- Orchardist
Tim Jones
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More than ever ...

Support your hometown,
homeowned businesses!

C.C. ‘Corky’ Carlton
C.C. “Corky” Carlton, age 

97, of Nashville, Ark., died 
on Wednesday, May 6, 2020, 
at his home.

He was born Dec. 27, 1922 
in DeWitt, Ark., the son of 
the late Brice and Lucille 
Kelley Carlton.

Corky was a United States 
Navy veteran, and a busi-
ness owner/operator. From 
1969 to 1979 he served in 
the Arkansas State House of 
Representatives.

In addition to his parents 
he was preceded in death by 
two sisters Anette Hoover 
and Elizabeth Atha.

Survivors include: one 
son, Jim Carlton of Nash-
ville, Ark.; two sisters Cay 
Teague of Nashville, Ark., 
Judy Hill of Tyler, Texas; 
two grandsons Brian Carlton 
of Dallas, Texas, and Clay 
Carlton of Fayetteville, Ark.; 
four great-grandchildren, 
Cooper, Chesney, John, and 
Caroline Carlton; as well as a 
number of nieces, nephews, 
and friends.

Visitation was held at 
10:00 a.m. Saturday, May 9 
at Latimer Funeral Home in 
Nashville.

Graveside services were 
at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, May 
9, at Restland Memorial 
Park, with Larry Teague of-
ficiating, under the direction 
of Latimer Funeral Home in 
Nashville.

Janice Ellen Rice
Janice Ellen Rice, 78 of 

Owasso, Okla., formerly of 
Nashville, died May 3, 2020, 
of ALS at her home.

She was born March 26, 
1942, in Lockesburg to the 
late Autrey C. and Hazel 
Fredrick Bell.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Les-
ter Rice, and a brother, Gene 
Bell.

Survivors include: three 
daughters, Pam Bennett 
(Noel) of Collinsville, Okla.; 
Angie Harmon (Bob) of 
Owasso, Michelle Wilson 
(Doug) of Owasso; a brother, 
Ronnie Bell (Sandra) of Tex-
arkana, Ark.; also grand-
children and great-grand-
children

The family of Dianne Clements would like to express 
our sincere appreciation for the love and prayers 
extended to us during the loss of our mother. Thank 
you all for the food, calls, cards and messages sent to 
us. Thank you to Bro. David Cassady and our Unity 
Missionary Baptist Church family for all you did for 
mother and our family. Thank you to the staff of CHI 
St. Vincent, Little Rock for the care you gave. Thank 
you to Latimer Funeral Home for the professionalism 
and care you give to us. A special thank you to Dr. 
Muhammed Waqas for his compassion and kindness 
he demonstrated to not only our mother but to our 
family as well.
Sincerely, 
The family of Dianne Clements

Card of Thanks

Services were held at 
Central Baptist Church of 
Owasso where she was a 
member. 

Burial was at Graceland 
Memorial Park Cemetery in 
Owasso

Tommy Verdon
Tommy Verdon, age 89 of 

Mineral Springs, Ark., died 
on Tuesday, May 5, 2020, in 
Murfreesboro, Ark.

He was born Jan. 21, 1931, 
in Red Oak, Okla., the son of 
the late Arthur and Minnie 
Bidwell Verdon.

Mr. Verdon was a member 
of the Central Baptist Church 
in Mineral Springs, Ark., as 
well as a Master Mason in 
the Pike Lodge #91.

In addition to his parents 
he was preceded in death 
by his wife Fane Linzy Ver-
don, a granddaughter, April 
Verdon, and one sister, Mae 
Cooley.

Survivors include: one 
son, Thomas Stuart Ver-
don and wife Debbie of 
Spring, Texas; three daugh-
ters, Jackie Linzy of Lowell, 
Ark.; Kathy McSpadden of 
Batesville, Ark.; Carolyn 
Cox of Murfreesboro, Ark.; 
one nephew Lyle Cooley 
of Mineral Springs, Ark.; 
seven grandchildren, Am-
ber, Candy, Ronnie, Beth, 
Jeremy, Sabrina, Mickie, 
nine great grandchildren, 
and two great-great grand-
children.

Viewing for Mr. Verdon 
was 10:00 to 11:00, Thursday, 
May 7, at Latimer Funeral 
Home in Nashville.

Graveside services were 
11:30 a.m., Thursday, May 
7, at Corinth Cemetery, with 
Bro. Ben Jones, and Bro. Aar-
on Cooley officiating. Under 
the direction of Latimer 
Funeral Home in Nashville.

In lieu of flowers me-
morials may be made to 
Central Baptist Church or 
the Corinth Cemetery As-
sociation.

You may send an online 
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com.

LITTLE ROCK — Dozens 
of Arkansans have been on 
the lookout for Asian giant 
“murder hornets” after see-
ing numerous media reports 
about the invasive species in 
the United States.  

NOT IN ARKANSAS 
— In December 2019, The 
Washington State Depart-
ment of Agriculture verified 
two reports of Asian giant 
hornets in their state. They 
have not been identified in 
Arkansas. If you think you 
may have identified one or 
its nest, contact the Arkansas 
Department of Agriculture’s 
apiary department at 501-
225-1598, or by email at 
CAPS@agriculture.arkansas.
gov. (Image courtesy Wash-
ington State Department of 
Agriculture.) 

The bad news is that 
Asian hornets indeed are 
in the United States. They 
arrived late last year in 
Washington state and are 
becoming active again with 
warming spring tempera-
tures. The good news is that 
the giant insects have not ap-
peared in Arkansas, though 
several extension agents 
in the state have received 
calls from homeowners who 
have reported seeing what 
they thought to be the giant 
insects. 

Mistaken identity
“We have had numerous 

panicked reports from across 
the state from homeowners,” 
said Jon Zawislak, extension 
entomologist and apiary 
expert for the University of 
Arkansas System Division of 
Agriculture, “but what we 
are likely seeing right now 
are Vespa crabo queens, a 
type of European hornet.” 

The markings for the Eu-
ropean and the Asian hor-
nets are distinct. The Asian 
hornet, or Vespa mandarinia, 
grows up to two inches long, 
has a large orange or yellow 
head with prominent eyes, 
and a black and yellow-or-
ange striped abdomen. They 
form large colonies that nest 
in the ground, according to 
the Washington Department 
of Agriculture.  

The European hornet is 
more yellow with irregular 
waxy stripes. While the Eu-
ropean hornets are already 
in Arkansas, they are less 
predatory and destructive 
than the Asian hornets.  

The “murder” hornets’ 
ominous nickname refers 
to their practice of viciously 
attacking honeybees, tearing 
off their heads and taking the 
carcasses back to their nests 
to feed their young. Just a 
few Asian giant hornets can 
destroy a honeybee colony 
in a few hours.  

“That’s bad news for a 
struggling industry that 
continues to reel from av-
erage colony losses of 30 
percent or worse every year 
for over a decade,” Zawislak 
said. 

Honey is a sought-after 
specialty crop in Arkansas. 
Arkansas beekeepers main-
tained about 28,000 colonies 
and harvested 1.4 million 
pounds of honey in 2018, 
the latest year for which U.S. 

Department of Agriculture 
data are available. 

Natural barriers
The Vespa mandarinia is 

native to Asia and found as 
far north as eastern Russia, 
down to southeast Asia and 
into India and Japan. They 
prefer to live in low moun-
tain areas and forest habi-
tats, while almost complete-
ly avoiding open plains and 
high-altitude climates.  

“This is good news since 
there are many high moun-
tains and a very vast plain 
separating Arkansas from 
Washington state,” Zawislak 
said. “These should stand as 
great barriers to the natural 
migration of these intro-
duced hornets.  

“Of course, the Pacific 
Ocean should have been a 
pretty good barrier too,” 
he continued. “But as the 
usual suspect, people are re-
sponsible for the movement 
of many species, which can 
often become invasive pests 
in new lands. It may only be 
a matter of time before they 
discover the beauty of the 
Natural State.” 

So what do we need to 
know, as beekeepers and 
citizens? 

First, use common sense 
to avoid them. Multiple 
stings from the Asian giant 
hornet are potentially lethal. 

Secondly, if you think you 
have spotted an Asian giant 
hornet or a nest of them, 
contact the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s apiary 
department at 501-225-1598, 
or by email at CAPS@ag-
riculture.arkansas.gov. Let 
professionals remove the 
nest if deemed necessary. 

Delicate balance
Invasive species are no-

toriously hard to stop be-
cause they have escaped 
their own natural enemies, 
which tend to keep their 
populations in check in their 
native territory.  

“This is all just another 
reminder that even a very 
small thing can have an im-
mense impact on the balance 
of nature,” Zawislak said. 
“There is typically a very 
narrow window of opportu-
nity to recognize an emerg-
ing threat and to act quickly 
enough to eradicate it before 
it becomes widespread. An 
effective response requires a 

concerted effort between sci-
entists, citizens and multiple 
levels of government agen-
cies cooperating efficiently.”  

Murder hornet methods
The hornets attack hon-

eybees colonies in two 
ways. Individual hornets 
of multiple species, includ-
ing those already present in 
Arkansas, may hover near 
the entrance of a beehive, 
waiting for a weary forager 
to return. Then the hornets 
swoop in, nab a tired honey-
bee, decapitate it with their 
powerful mandibles, and fly 
off with its headless corpse 
to feed the larvae in the hor-
nets’ nest. Once members of 
a hornets’ nest learn where 
to find food, they may return 
often to this hunting ground 
in large numbers.  

A queen bee can repro-
duce at an astounding rate 
of more than 1,000 eggs per 
day. It’s likely that a colony 
has more than 1,000 bees 
dying of old age every day, 
so losing a handful more to 
hungry predators doesn’t 
usually devastate the col-
ony. But this is where the 
giant Asian hornets differ. 

The Vespa mandarin-
ia hornets will scout an area, 
and once they find a poten-
tially rich hive, they mark it 
by secreting a chemical pher-
omone that other hornets 
recognize, and they spread 
it on or near the hive struc-
ture. They go home to their 
nest to recruit other hornets 
and then return in a large 
horde, able to zero in on the 
marked hive and decimate 
the entire bee colony. 

This behavior is what 
concerns U.S. beekeep-
ers. Because the hornets 
are so large, it may be pos-
sible to physically stop them 
from entering a beehive by 
securing the entrance with 
a screen that allows bees to 
pass but prevents hornets 
from entering. While this 
may protect the hive itself, 
it cannot stop hornets from 
preying on individual for-
ager bees outside the hive. 
Also, retrofitting a protective 
gateway to every hive in gi-
ant commercial beekeeping 

operations would be expen-
sive and time-consuming. 

Honeybees themselves 
may prove to be their own 
best defense, Zawislak said. 
Different groups of bees in 
Asia have developed their 
own methods to combat 
these giant insect bullies.  

Honeybee self-defense
Japanese honeybees are 

known to attack and kill 
individual scout hornets be-
fore they can return to their 
nest and bring back others. 
The bees do so by surround-
ing a single hornet en masse, 
a behavior called “balling” 
because it appears to be a 
ball of tightly packed bees.  

The bees shiver their 
thoracic wing muscles to 
produce heat. The hornet, 
finding itself in the cen-
ter of a mob of bees, will 
struggle and kick but will be 
overwhelmed by the sheer 
number of bees piling on 
it. Because the maximum 
lethal temperature for the 
hornet is lower than that of 
the honeybees, the bees liter-
ally cook the hornet to death.  

“You have to hand it to 
the bees,” Zawislak said. 
“Despite the gloom and 
doom we have heard about 
the certain demise of bee-
keeping, these insects are 
survivors. Given enough 
time, they have always been 
able to work things out. 
Unfortunately, it can take 
thousands of generations 
to evolve suitable behav-
iors. Most of us don’t want 
to wait that long, so we may 
need to intervene in the short 
term.” 

The Washington State 
Department of Agriculture 
has created a webinar about 
the Vespa mandarinia biolo-
gy, behavior, life history, and 
introduction into the Pacific 
Northwest. To learn more, 
visit https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=36TFu_
W1Vio. 

To learn about extension 
programs in Arkansas, con-
tact your local Cooperative 
Extension Service agent or 
visit www.uaex.edu. Follow 
us on Twitter at @UAEX_
edu. 

ASIAN GIANT HORNET.

Murder Hornets
Giant insects gain foothold in U.S.
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Public Record of Howard County
Issued, fi led or recorded 

in the Howard County, Ark., 
courthouse during the pe-
riod of April 29-May 6, 2020:

Marriage Licenses
April 30. Charles Avery 

Lamb, 27, Nashville, and 
Shainanne Mikala Motley, 
24, Nashville.

May 4. Taneiya J. White, 
25, Mineral Springs, and 
Sarah Ann Stuart, 31, Min-
eral Springs.

Civil Court
CV20-43, April 28. Cav-

alry SPV 1, LLC vs. Kyle 
Turner. Contract.

CV20-44, April 30. Arkan-
sas Department of Finance 
and Administration vs. Bri-
an Smith. Register Arkansas 
judgment.

Domestic
Relations Court
DR20-51, April 21. State 

of Arkansas Offi  ce of Child 
Support Enforcement vs. 
Richard Lewis. Support.

DR20-52, April 21. State 
of Arkansas Offi  ce of Child 
Support Enforcement vs. 
David Ross. Support.

DR20-53, May 1. Fred-
die Mae White vs. Darrell 
White. Divorce.

DR20-54, May 1. Michael 
Collins vs. Kimberly Mc-
Cauley. Visitation.

DR20-55, May 1. Tiera 
Jones vs. Andrae Jones. Di-
vorce.

DR20-56, May 4. Shvonne 

Taylor vs. Ramon Taylor. 
Divorce.

DR20-57, May 4. Tracey 
Upton vs. Randy Upton. 
Divorce.

DR20-58, May 6. Andrea 
Vineyard vs. Allen Vineyard. 
Divorce.

Criminal Court
No new criminal fi lings 

since CR20-41, April 28.
Land Transactions
Quitclaim Deeds
April 30. Trent D. Harris, 

survivor of an estate with 
Pamela Y. Harris, deceased; 
to Darrell Scoggins, Nikita 
Haislip, Rayshell Smith, Me-
iaeishia Johnson and Trent 
Harris, Jr., Joint Tenants; part 
of Lot 15, all of Lots 16-17, 
Block 7, Sypert Addition, 
Town of Nashville.

May 1. Benjamin Hunter 
Bolland; to Benjamin Hunter 
Bolland and Jackie Don 
Boland and wife, Beckie 
Boland, Joint Tenants; ag-
gregate 40 ac. in S22 and S27 
T7S R28W.

May 6. James R. Sebren 
and wife, Anita D. Sebren; 
to Brandy Lynn Sebren; part 
of Lot 12, Block 15, Original 
Town of Dierks.

Trustee Deeds
April 30. Elizabeth Irene 

Seay, Trustee of the Seay 
Family Trust; to Sammy 
Coleman and Laurie Cole-
man, husband and wife; 
2 tracts including 0.56 ac., 

part of Block 47, and Lots 
17-18, Block 128, all Town of 
Nashville. $40,000.

Warranty Deeds
April 30. Sherald Wayne 

Pinkerton and wife, Patricia 
Ann Pinkerton; to Phillip 
Allan Turner and Linda Rae 
Turner, Trustees of the Phil-
lip and Linda Turner Trust; 
property in S8 and S9 T9S 
R27W.

April 30. Gerald Dayne 
Pinkerton and wife, Shirley 
Faye Pinkerton; to Phillip 
Allan Turner and Linda Rae 
Turner, Trustees of the Phil-
lip and Linda Turner Trust; 
property in S8 and S9 T9S 
R27W. $125,000.

May 1. Jerry McCam-
mack and wife, Pauline 
McCammack; to Lawrence 
Joseph McCree and wife, 
Sharon Gesele McCree; 11.31 
ac. in S25 T9S R27W. $70,000.

May 1. Cathy L. Quinn, 
surviving spouse of Antho-
ny Lynn Quinn, deceased; to 
Benjamin Hunter Bolland; 
aggregate 40 ac. in S22 and 
S27 T7S R28W.

May 6. Carl Douglas Cor-
nish and Lois Jean Cornish, 
husband and wife; to Carl 
Douglas Cornish, Lois Jean 
Cornish, Carla J. Creasey 
and Crystal R. Russell, Joint 
Tenants; property in S36 and 
S25 T7S R27W in Howard 
County, and S30 S25 T7S 
R26W in Pike County.

131 years ago: July 1889
Hope is making arrange-

ments to put in an electric 
plant for the purpose of 
lighting the whole town.

Sheriff Briggs, John A. 
Hughes and Sim Briggs of 
Centre Point went to Little 
Rock Tuesday to spend the 
Fourth and attend the meet-
ing of ex-Confederates.

____
101 years ago: 1919
Alger Merrell’s little son 

had his foot badly burned 
last week by stepping on 
ashes that had been thrown 
into the garden.

Sam Hill arrived in the 
city Saturday, having re-
ceived his discharge from 
the army. Sam is the first 
man to return from France 
wearing Croix du Guerre 
which he received for brav-
ery in action.

_____
76 years ago:  1944
S/Sgt. W. D. Chaffin is 

spending his furlough with 
his wife in Mineral Springs. 
Sgt. Chaffi  n is a veteran of 
Pearl Harbor, Midway and 
the Solomon Island cam-
paigns. He was a member 
of the 11th Bomb group (H) 
which received the Presi-
dential Unit citation for 
outstanding performance 
of duty in action against the 
Japanese in the South Pacifi c 
area. Since returning from 

overseas, he is stationed at 
the Army Air Field in Alex-
andria, La.

Pvt. Charles Turley, son of 
Mrs. E. B. Turley of Route 1, 
Nashville, has won the right 
to wear Wings and Boots 
of the United States Army 
Paratroops. 

He has completed four 
weeks of jump training dur-
ing which he made five 
jumps from a plane in fl ight, 
the last a tactical jump at 
night involving a combat 
problem on landing.

(Adv.) Women in your 
40s are you embarrassed 
by Hot Flashes? Thousands 
upon thousands of women 
- rich and poor - have re-
ported benefi ts from Lydia 
E. Pinkham’s vegetable com-
pound. It is worth trying.

_____
34 years ago: Feb. 1986
A number of acts of 

vandalism were reported 
by the Arkansas Highway 

and Transportation Depart-
ment. Some signposts and 
mailboxes on Highway 355 
North were damaged or 
stolen, and the fl ashing red 
light at the intersection of 
369 and 26 was shot out. 
Damage to the light alone 
was put at $500.

The Blue Bayou Church 
of Christ will mark its 106th

anniversary with homecom-
ing services Sunday. Classes 
beginning at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by preaching at 11 
a.m., a potluck luncheon 
at noon, singing at 2 p.m. 
and evening services at 6 
p.m. Preacher is Harley E. 
Sisson Sr.

(Adv.) The best-built 
American Trucks  and 
C ars….at any rate! 7.9% 
A.P.R. Available now on new 
selected Ford models; Es-
corts, Thunderbirds, Tempo, 
Ranger Pickups and F-150 
Pickups. JEBCO Ford, Hwy 
27 South Nashville.

The COVID pandemic 
has sparked concern about 
more than just your personal 
health. It has created eco-
nomic hardships for many 
Arkansans. As many seek 
to ensure they can pay their 
bills, illegal Ponzi schemes 
disguised as goodwill 
gestures such as so-called 
“Blessing Looms” are freely 
shared on social media that 
will ultimately steal money 
from those who fall prey.

“If it seems too good to 
be true, then it probably 
is,” said Attorney General 
Rutledge. “Blessing looms 
scams and other Ponzi 
schemes will ask for you 
to pay a small amount of 
money in order to receive a 
large payout as more people 
participate. I want every Ar-
kansan to be aware of these 
schemes so they can keep 
their hard-earned savings in 
their wallets.”

Scammers use the “Bless-
ing Looms” scam by posting 
it on social media and ask 
unwary readers to pay an 
entry fee (e.g., $100) with 
the promise that, as more 
people pay to build the pot 
of money by paying the en-
try fee, the participant will 
also get a payout (as much 
as $800) of that money. The 
surest way to identify these 
scams is if they promise 
large payouts in return for 
small investments, if they 
tell factually unsupported 
“success stories” of happy 
customers, or if they explain 
that future results rely on 
bringing in new participants 
to the scheme.

Rutledge has identified 
several tips for Arkansans to 
use in protecting themselves 
against Ponzi schemes:

If something sounds too 
good to be true, it probably 
is. Know that large sums of 

money generally do not re-
sult from small investments.

Consult the terms of use 
for Facebook and other so-
cial media platforms and 
report such scams as these 
platforms may prohibit 
schemes like this one.

Safeguard banking and 
fi nancial information in or-
der to prevent theft due to 
scams.

When using the internet, 
ensure that you are using 
a verifi ed, secure, and en-
crypted website when shar-
ing any personal or fi nancial 
information online. Instead 
of clicking embedded links, 
consider typing the com-
pany’s actual URL website 
address in the search bar.

Do not disclose personal 
information to an unknown 
person online because it 
could result in identity theft 
or the opening of other ac-
counts in their name.

Schemes aim to steal from victims

The Nashville High School cheerleaders look to help build spirit for the Scrappers in 
a playoff game at Prairie Grove Nov. 21, 2003. 
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By Sen. Larry teague
Arkansas is gradually opening 

up businesses and public activi-
ties, under careful monitoring by 
public health officials to avoid 
bringing on a second wave of the 
coronavirus.

The governor announced that 
church services may resume, as 
long as the congregation wears 
masks and everyone stays at least 
six feet from each other.

Although places of worship 
were excluded from the governor’s 
executive order on March 26 that 
limited public gatherings, most 
pastors have been complying with 
the spirit of that order. Churches 
have stopped holding services in 
their sanctuaries and many have 
set up worship services online. 
Some have been holding services 
outdoors.

The Health Department strong-
ly recommends that churches 
continue to have services online. In 
all denominations, elderly people 
make up a large percentage of a 
typical congregation. 

Here are Department’s guide-
lines:

Churches that hold services 
indoors must require everyone to 
wear masks, with the exception 
of children under 10. For them 

it is optional, and face masks for 
children under two are prohibited 
under Centers for Disease Control 
guidelines.

Preachers, worship leaders and 
singers can remove their masks 
while they are singing and while 
they are addressing the congre-
gation. They should stay at least 
12 feet from other people when 
they’re not wearing masks.

Families may sit together, but 
keep six feet from other groups. 
Individuals must keep six feet 
from other people.

Any “meet and greet” events 
and serving of refreshments should 
be outside.

Congregants who participate 
in Holy Communion should only 
remove their masks while actually 
consuming the Elements.

Refrain from using items 
touched by a lot of people, such as 
hymnals, prayer books, collection 
plates and communion chalices.

Refrain from having people 
come forward to a common area 
for services like a communion or 
blessing. 

Do not hold youth classes or 
offer child care.

Have plenty of hand sanitizer 
available. Post signs telling people 
not to enter the building if they 

have had a fever higher than 100.4 
degrees in the past two days, if 
they have had shortness of breath 
or difficulty breathing, and if they 
have had contact with someone 
in the past two weeks who has 
Covid-19.

In related news, the Health De-
partment moved up by a week the 
date on which some non-urgent 
dental work can resume, from May 
18 to May 11.

Also, recreational visitors from 
out of state can once again book 
hotel rooms in Arkansas, unless 
they are from particular “hot 
spots.” Those are New Orleans, 
New York, New Jersey, Connecti-
cut and foreign countries.

The National Park Service will 
re-open the Buffalo National River 
for floating and hiking on May 15. 
However, Lost Valley Trail will 
remain closed.

The U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers will begin phasing in the 
opening of campsites along the 
Arkansas River, beginning May 20.

Barber shops and hair salons 
have been allowed to open for 
business, although with restric-
tions to protect the health of cus-
tomers and staff.

Tattoo parlors and nail salons 
are also allowed to open again.

YES, I AM STILL HERE looking out the window on Main Street, and 
I am celebrating the return of our Mississippi Kites.

ANIMAL CRACKERS. Yes, those are 
Mississippi Kites circling over our neigh-
borhoods. They appeared here a week ago 
but I was unable to squeeze enough space 
somewhere in this column to make a grand 
announcement heralding their arrival for 
the summer.

Great birds to watch. They find wind 
currents and ride and ride and ride. If they 
espy something on the dinner table below 
they fold their wings and dive at a dizzying 
speed. I once saw them trailing bats over 
Main Street in Nashville. They hunted in pairs. The lead Kite would 
fly into the swarm of bats, and the trailing Kite would snatch breakfast 
from the scattered swarm. They took turns.

BIRD BATTLES. I’ve already written about the sparrow that chases a 
male Cardinal away from the peanut table on my patio. It even follows 
the Cardinal into the bush where the redbird apparently has a nest.

Now I have observed a Mockingbird which chases a female Bluebird 
right up to the entrance of her Bluebird box on my patio. I have not 
observed the Mockingbird chase Daddy Bluebird.

What’s going on with the birds? And why do my neighbors have 
colorful Orioles and I do not?

---- --- 
ONE OF THE MEN who kept a low profile while helping form this 

community was CC ‘Corky’ Carlton who was buried here last week. For 
a couple of years he and I drove over to the planetarium at Henderson 
State University to watch those fascinating half-hour productions which 
are projected on the domed ceiling.

Corky told me he appreciated our trips because he could no longer 
drive at night. He also pointed out to me the spot where he was stand-
ing on the HSU campus when he heard the news that Pearl Harbor 
had been attacked. 

He promoted the growth of commerce by luring some businesses, 
including the first local Walmart, to his SouthPark Shopping Center. 
It’s still a busy place. He also served SW Arkansas in the Arkansas 
Legislature. He was an entertaining man who had seen much of the 
world, and would gladly tell you about it. I think he also put in the first 
storage unit business here.

Peace to his friends and family, and thanks to the Almighty for put-
ting such people among us.

---- --- 
I WILL BELIEVE it when I lay eyes on it.
Astronomers are predicting that we earthlings will be able to see a 

comet with naked eye beginning in June.
The comet is called SWAN, and it was discovered by an amateur 

astronomer from Swan Hill in Victoria, Australia.
This kind of comet is supposedly just a great big piece of space ice 

which has already circled the sun and is heading back our way.
I hate to tell you this because I know it won’t really happen -- but 

we’re supposed to be able to get the best look at it shortly after sunset 
in the west-northwest sky, or just before dawn in the east-northeast.

As I said, I hate to get your hopes up.
Also, I hate it when the astronomers suggest that I go outside naked 

shortly after sunset.
---- --- 

SUNDAY WORSHIP during the quarantine. For yet another Sun-
day the coronavirus pandemic has forced people to attend religious 
services in a variety of ways including local radio, Facebook, YouTube 
or streamed on the Internet home pages of churches

The obligation of Catholics to be present at a Sunday Mass is still 
suspended as of this writing.

But old habits die hard and I am trained to attend Mass on Sundays. 
Lately I’ve taken to picking out a church worldwide, and attending its 
live or streamed broadcast.

This past weekend I ‘attended’ Mass held in a modest side chapel at 
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church, Bergvliet, Capetown, South Africa.

The Mass was in the Queen’s English. The priest did not wear a face-
mask but he did use hand sanitizer once during the service. This time 
there was no altarboy. Instead, there was another priest who assisted 
but generally stayed off camera.

There were a few singers present but I never got a look at them. They 
didn’t sound like the first team, anyway.

If you keep up with this column you know that in previous quaran-
tine Sundays I’ve been at Mass at Little Rock, New York City, Boston, 
Hong Kong, and in a small flower-surrounded church office in the 
Dominican Republic -- all via the Internet. One of the good things about 
this kind of Sunday worship is that I can have a cup of coffee on the 
table beside my computer.

Next, maybe I’ll take in Sunday Mass from Nova Scotia, Singapore 
or Amsterdam.

---- --- 
WORD GAMES. More twins: Curds and Whey. I’m not sure what 

they are, but Little Miss Muffet likes to sit on a tuffet and eat.
---- --- 

HE SAID: “And I'd like to give my love to everybody, and let them 
know that the grass may look greener on the other side, but believe me, 
it's just as hard to cut.” ‘Little Richard’ Penniman, singer, songwriter 
and musician

---- --- 
SHE SAID: “Encourage children to write their own stories, and then 

don't rain on their parade. Don't say, 'That's not true.' Applaud flights 
of fantasy. Help with spelling and grammar, but stand up and cheer the 
use of imagination.” Gail Carson Levine, author of young adult books

---- --- 
SWEET DREAMS, Baby

Dear Editor,
There are Hometown Heroes!
When the COVID-19 pandemic 

arrived in Arkansas it not only 
brought the illness, it also brought 
unemployment for so many resi-
dents. With no income and sup-
ply chains limited, store shelves 
were bare and communities were 
fearful. 

With an overwhelmed unem-
ployment staff, benefits were slow 
to arrive and recent storms only 
added to the food shortage when 
residents were without electricity 
for several days.

The Central Arkansas Develop-
ment Council saw a great need and 
put a plan into action. The plan 
was to distribute 50 pounds of food 
to 10,000 families in the 19 counties 
which CADC serves. 

The agency appointed a point 
person for each county to plan 

and execute emergency food dis-
tribution. CADC Area Supervisor 
Victoria Bradley was called into 
action for Howard County.

A meeting of local leaders took 
place on Friday, May 1, at the 
Nashville Chamber of Commerce. 
All logistics of the event were 
discussed, and decisions and as-
signments were made. Tyson’s 
donated use of a refrigerated truck 
and Loren Hinton secured  300 
pens from UA-Cossatot. He also 
covered and promoted the event 
for the college radio stations. Mike 
Reese got sacks and a pallet jack 
from Cash Savers. Louie Graves 
covered the event for the local 
newspaper. Mark Dale secured 
the Carter Day Center for pack-
ing, a truck for transportation of 
food to the city park, and served 
as site coordinator. Becky Floyd 
enlisted and coordinated more 

than 50 local volunteers for pack-
ing and distributing the food. 
Amy McClane worked with Sonic 
general manager Elizabeth Harris 
and McDonald’s general manager 
Jonathan Bauer for feeding the 
volunteers Thursday and Friday.

The event was a huge success! 
Three hundred Howard County 
families were served, and the 
CADC staff wants to thank every-
one who participated. 

By working together on a proj-
ect like this we can help the com-
munity and residents through a 
difficult time.

The event was a testimony to 
the strength and community spirit 
of Howard County.

In our eyes, you truly are Home-
town Heroes!

Amy McClane
Central Arkansas Development 

Council

LETTER
‘Hometown Heroes’ show county’s strength

State follows guidelines in re-opening

Flawed amendment an issue for casinos
By Brenda Blagg
Between the Lines
A flawed constitutional amend-

ment continues to slow casino 
gambling in Pope County, even as 
three other casino operations in the 
state are set to reopen next week.

Temporarily closed because of 
covid-19 safeguards, the existing 
casinos will reopen Monday at 
limited capacity. Pope County, 
courted by several operators, still 
has no casino. Nor will it have one 
anytime soon.

Amendment 100, approved by 
voters in 2018, required issuance 
of licenses for four full-fledged 
casinos in the state, each in a con-
stitutionally set locale.

Two were to come as expan-
sions of gaming at longstanding 
horse and dog racetracks in Hot 
Springs and West Memphis, re-
spectively. The others were to be 
brand new, stand-alone casinos in 
Jefferson and Pope counties.

Heavily backed by casino de-
velopers who wanted to get into 
business in Arkansas, the ballot 
proposal was drawn to guarantee 
licenses for the two racetrack op-
erators, who might have otherwise 
opposed the amendment.

It passed with 54.1 percent of 
the vote in November 2018.

Within months, folks in Hot 
Springs and West Memphis 
promptly moved to develop en-
hanced facilities at the existing 
Oaklawn Jockey Club and South-
land Racing Corp. sites.

Pine Bluff and Jefferson County 
signed on to plans for the Quapaw 
Nation-developed Saracen Casino 
Resort, which is scheduled to open 
fully this year but is already oper-
ating a smaller annex.

While Amendment 100 is reap-
ing what those developers and 
their host communities expected, 
who will get the fourth casino 
license is still very much unre-
solved.

Different developers have 
planned extravagant casino resorts 
in Pope County, but all of their ap-
plications were rejected in a first 

application round. 
Two are back in the regula-

tory pipeline now, meaning the 
Arkansas Racing Commission is 
again considering them for the one 
remaining license.

Promised litigation will follow 
whatever action comes from the 
commission, so the truth is that no 
casino is anywhere near realization 
in Pope County.

Yet, the tortured selection pro-
cess that began in late 2018 con-
tinues.

A Mississippi company, Gulf-
side Casino Partnership, popped 
into the picture soon after Amend-
ment 100’s passage. The company 
had surprisingly secured local 
endorsements from the then-Pope 
County judge and the then-mayor 
of Russellville for its permit ap-
plication.

Both of the officials were on 
their way out of office, having been 
defeated by challengers; but Gulf-
side has steadfastly maintained 
that the endorsements satisfy 
requirements of Amendment 100 
for a local buy-in.

Before considering any of the 
applications, the state Racing Com-
mission adopted a regulation that 
such endorsements had to come 
from officials serving at the time 
of the application. The Legislature 
passed a law to the same effect.

Naturally, litigation ensued and 
in late March this year, a Pulaski 
County circuit judge found both 
the commission rule and the new 
law unconstitutional. Judge Tim 
Fox further ruled that the Racing 
Commission, which had rejected 
Gulfside’s application along with 
others that carried no endorse-
ments, had to consider Gulfside’s 
on its merits.

Competition for the Pope Coun-
ty license, of course, continued 
during the litigation. 

Cherokee Nation Businesses, 
which is based in Oklahoma, even-
tually won endorsement from the 
current county judge and Quorum 
Court and submitted those during 
a second application window.

Yet another court decision sub-
sequently forced the commission 
to abandon that second window. 
The commission found itself with 
only Gulfside’s application bearing 
those lame-duck local endorse-
ments.  

Then came an April 15 commis-
sion meeting this year in which 
commissioners accepted Cherokee 
Nation Businesses’ application 
for “good cause,” the good cause 
being that it carries endorsements 
from current local officials.

The commissioners also ac-
cepted Judge Fox’s ruling to con-
sider Gulfside’s application on its 
merits, forgoing any appeal.

The way the meeting was con-
ducted by video conference, quick-
ly and with little discussion, drew 
strong criticism that it had violated 
the state’s Freedom of Information 
Act.

Last week, the commission did 
a do-over meeting to accept again 
the application from Cherokee Na-
tion Businesses, citing that same 
“good cause.”

The reason for the do-over, the 
commission claimed, was to ad-
dress problems created by “tech-
nical difficulties” at the April 15 
meeting.

The 90-minute meeting was by 
conference call with only audio 
available for public consumption, 
so the do-over session was itself 
less than transparent.

But it is done and the next step 
in this convoluted process involves 
a gambling consultant from Scott-
sdale, Ariz., who has been con-
tracted by the Racing Commission 
to review the applications of both 
Gulfside and Cherokee Nation 
Businesses.

The consultant, Jim Fox, will rec-
ommend which applicant should 
be awarded the Pope County 
license, although the decision will 
still fall to the Racing Commission.

Then, all of it will inevitably get 
hashed through again in court.

 Brenda Blagg is a freelance colum-
nist. E-mail comments or questions to 
brendajblagg@gmail.com.
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(Note: Dr. John Hearnsberg-
er continued his series of weekly 
coronavirus updates Sunday 
morning at First United Meth-
odist Church of Nashville.)

Howard Memorial Hos-
pital continues its lockdown 
for the 7th week. We’ve had 
no patient suspected of hav-
ing the coronavirus since 
last Monday, but we are 
admitting a suspected case 
this morning. Our elective 
surgeries have increased, 
and, as predicted, the turn-
around time for testing is 
3-4 days. Businesses in town 
are slowly reopening,  and I 
am unaware of any mishaps 
related to the coronavirus.

Here are the latest Cov-
id-19 statistics for Ark. from 
this morning’s paper.

1. Total cases—3,984.  
There was a rise by 237 new 
cases. 64 from communities 
across the state, and 173 
cases from the prisons that 
were formally added to the 
total.

2.  Deaths—90.
3.  73/75 counties remain 

affected. Howard County 
cases have increased to 14 
with no deaths. This new 
case has little to no symp-
toms and is quarantined at 
home. We have tested 278 
patients with 14 positives.  
The trend in new cases for 
the state seems to have lev-
eled off, excluding today’s 
reporting of 237 new cases.

World wide—
1.  Total cases—4,024,737.
2.  Total deaths—279,313.
U.S. Cases—
1.  Total—1,309,541.
2.  Deaths—78,794.
I decided to take another 

look at the flu cases in Ar-
kansas and the U.S.  The Ark. 
Dept. of Health for the week 
ending 4-11-2020—

1. Total flu cases 6,820.  
These are PCR lab confirmed 
cases. [Polymerase Chain 
Reaction]. PCR test is also 
used for the coronavirus.

2. Total deaths in Ark. 118.  
20 deaths are confirmed by 
PCR. That is the number I 
last reported. 98 deaths were 
antigen positive.  This means 
the patient who died tested 
positive for the antigen for 
the flu virus, but it did not 
necessarily mean the patient 
was infected with a viable 
virus. Yet the death was 
attributed to the flu. If you 
extrapolate those statistics, 
we probably had around 
40,000 cases of the flu, or 2% 
of the population.

So next I went to the CDC 
web site to look at the sea-
sonal flu numbers for 2019-
2020. The CDC calls this 
the “cumulative burden 
statistics,” and estimates 
range widely—

1. 39 million-56 million 
citizens were ill with the flu.

2. 410,000-740,000 were 
hospitalized with the flu.

3. 24,000-62,000 died from 
the flu.

And here is their expla-
nation, “Because influenza 
surveillance does not cap-
ture all cases of the flu that 
occur in the U.S., the CDC 
provides these estimated 
ranges to better reflect the 
larger burden of influenza.”   

How does this influenza in-
formation compare to coro-
navirus information with 
which we are bombarded 
daily by the news media?  
We are no where near these 
numbers with COVID-19!  
I continue to trust the data 
re. COVID-19 provided by 
the CDC and the Ark. Dept. 
of Health,  but it does cre-
ate concern and skepticism.  
We all know many patients 
infected with the virus have 
little or no symptoms.   The 
more we test, the more posi-
tive, asymptomatic cases 
we will have, which will 
decrease the percentage of 
deaths.  

So all the hype this past 
week has been about re-
opening the country. How 
many new cases of corona-
virus will occur? Will we 
have a new spike in cases?  
How many more deaths will 
occur because of these new 
cases? What is an acceptable 
number of deaths?

I am going to be a bit 
more provocative this morn-
ing. Maybe controversial.

We believe in the dignity 
and sanctity of life. Life, as 
we know it, is precious. As 
a physician who works to 
preserve life, I personally 
do not believe in life at any 
cost. Some do. I believe in 
quality of life and death with 
dignity. “It is appointed unto 
men once to die.” We can not 
escape death. 

Do we as a nation believe 
we should do everything 
possible to save one life? I 
will argue, “No.” We are a 
free people, and we choose 
to do things every day that 
could cause us to lose our 
life.  We drive fast cars—let’s 
use governors and reduce 
the speed limit to 25 MPH.   
We sky dive.  Play contact 
sports.  Ride Harley Hawgs 
and bull ride.  Work in law 
enforcement or join the mili-
tary.  We smoke cigarettes, 
drink alcohol, and abuse 
drugs.  As a free people, we 
choose to do these things, 
yet they could lead to death.

As a free people, we 
choose to go to church, go 
to movies, take our wives 
and mothers to dinner on 
Mother’s Day.  We shop, get 
hair cuts and styles, go to 
school, go to football games, 
go to concerts, etc. etc.  And 
in doing so, we might catch 
a cold, the flu, or the corona-
virus, or MRSA, and maybe 
die from it. 

We have shut down our 
country and our economy.  
We have record unemploy-
ment approaching the level 
of the Great Depression.  We 
see clips on TV of food banks 
handing out tons of food to 
an endless line of cars.  We 
see moms and dads decid-
ing whether to pay bills and 
rent, or feed their family.  We 
see a salon owner in Dallas 
go to jail for opening her sa-
lon so she can feed her kids, 
and her employees can do 
the same. We have added 
trillions to our debt and are 
adding more.  How long can 
this go on?

We must reopen our 
country, but we must do it 

sensibly and rationally.  We 
must continue to protect 
those most vulnerable, pri-
marily the elderly and those 
with co-morbid illnesses.  
And I expect we will see 
both increased numbers 
of cases and deaths due to 
coronavirus. But what about 
the morbidity and mortality 
associated with economic 
shutdown? Suicides, in-
creased drug abuse, and 
alcoholism?  Are these lives 
not just as valuable?  Despair 
and depression. What if we 
deteriorate to rioting in the 
streets? What happens when 
the grocery stores have no 
food? Or the banks close?  
What then? 

What about a 55 y/o male 
who has been having chest 
pain, is staying home as 
he is supposed to, does not 
go to the ED, and dies of a 
heart attack? Was his life 
important?  Was it just as im-
portant as the life of the next 
corona victim?  What about 
the patients who are skip-
ping their chemotherapy 
treatments or regular doctor 
visits for chronic conditions?  
Are their lives important?  
Doctor and hospital visits 
are down nationwide.

Viral respiratory illnesses 
come and go each year.  And 
they cause death.  Through 
exposure to viruses we de-
velop immunity that protects 
us from future infections.   
Vaccines are developed to 
provide immunity.  Herd im-
munity occurs when most of 
a population has developed 
immunity to an infectious 
disease by having contracted 
the contagium or received a 
vaccine, and, thus, they are 
protected if they come into 
contact with an infected 
person.  

Depending on how 
contagious the organism, 
70-90% of the population 
needs immunity to actually 
achieve herd immunity.  For 
example, a herd immunity 
of 80% that means that 4 out 
of 5 persons that come into 
contact with a virus, will not 
get sick.

We have no vaccine nor 
treatment for this corona-
virus, although there are 
numerous clinical trials un-
derway, and Remdisvir is 
promising.  We really do not 
know if a current infection 
with this virus will allow 
one to develop immunity 
to future infections. We do 
know patients who became 
ill during the SARS pandem-
ic did develop immunity to 
that coronavirus.  There was 
no vaccine nor treatment for 
SARS.  It was contained and 
then disappeared.  

So, on this Mother’s Day, 
this beautiful Sunday morn-
ing, we’re stuck between a 
rock and a hard place.  We 
the people have crucial deci-
sions to make in the coming 
weeks and months. I pray 
we do it carefully and scien-
tifically. Let’s make decisions 
based on fact, not hype.  Put 
your mask on, go hug your 
mother, and tell her you love 
her. Then wash your hands 
and disinfect commonly 
touched surfaces. 

Doctor gives coronavirus update

comb, Adalyn Michelle 
Dunn, Lourdes Azucena 
Alvarado Hernandez, Ab-
bie Faye Lamb, Kevin Nava, 
Klair McKinney Castleberry 
and Logan Allen Harris.

Students graduating with 
honor include Benjamin 
Camacho, Nariah Lashay 
Jordan, Aaron Michael Lott, 
Kendra Marie Miller, Steven 
Bradley Bush, Alex Jose Ro-
jas, Caelan Marie Pearson 
and Mia Yen Phan.

The Class of 2020 includes 
the following:

Calley Elizabeth Allmon, 
Lourdes Azucena Alvarado 
Hernandez, Savanna Diana 
Argo, Gloria Elizabeth Avi-
la-Martinez, Amber Nichole 
Barnett, Deven Faith Barton, 
Ty Jozef Basiliere, Adrian 
Natalize Betancourt. 

Davarez Jeshun Carthorn 
Brown, Devantez Brown, 
Ryan Matthew Brown, Ste-
ven Bradley Bush, Juan Car-
los Bustamante, Briseyda 
Isabel Bustos, Neelia Lynn 
Bustos.

Benjamin Camacho, Klair 
McKinney Castleberry, Gra-
cie Elizabeth Clements, Allie 
Michelle Couch, Zakery 
Wayne Cox, Michael Crab-

tree, Maurelys Del Carmen-
Wade, Adalyn Michelle 
Dunn, Autumn Marie Dyer, 
Lance Lasion Easter, An-
thony Clyde Empty, Maya 
Elise Fant, Hannah Brooke 
Fatherree, Hailey Lynn 
Frohnappel, John Paul Ga-
rate, Keila Gates, Jalonte 
Keshun Gilliam, Macie Ma-
rie Goff, Chloe Jymeshia 
Graham.

Jonathan Hayden Ha-
gler, Miracle Faith Haislip, 
Addison Catherine Betha 
Harmon, Logan Allen Har-
ris, Edwin Jesus Hernandez, 
Lizbeth Jesus Arroyo Her-
nandez, Misael Hernandez, 
Sandra Hernandez, Lauren 
Elizabeth Hoen, Kendrix 
DaVon Holcomb, Niesha 
Lacole Howard, Kylee Huff-
man.

Ebony Janae Jefferson, 
Jakobe Markwan Jefferson, 
Isaac Keshawn Johnson, 
Nariah Lashay Jordan, Ce-
lia Ann Jaurez, Abbie Faye 
Lamb, Cole Evan Little, 
Aaron Michael Lott, Noemi 
Danahet Lozado-Soto, Je-
sus Eduardo Luna, Haley 
Magueyal-Perez, Brenton 
Darien Maldanado, Aaron 
Nicholas McBride, Cade 
Ray McBride, Luke Allan 
McBride, Elizabeth Hope 
McCauley, Dafne Mendez, 
Fabian Mercado, Kendra 
Marie Miller, Madison Paige 
Miller, Ereyanna Nichell 

Moore, Lisandro Ramos, 
Torrence Diego Morgan, 
Carmillias Travon Morrison.

Kevin Nava, Yerania 
Neri-Garcia, Ashlyn Renee 
Newton, Stephanie Pallares, 
Caelan Marie Pearson, Kev-
in Aoron Perez, Kimberly 
Krystal Perez, Brenda Es-
meralda Perez-Miranda, 
Mia Yen Phan, Walter Javi-
yon Phillips, Madelyn Dell 
Pinkerton, Jhonny Martin 
Pioquinto Ortiz, Anastasia 
Suzanne Quinney, Sergio 
Santiago Ramirez, Jonathan 
Lynn Rauch, Cameron Al-
exander Reese, Devon Slade 
Reisinger, Cristian Alexis Ri-
vera, Alex Jose Rojas, Faraon 
Chavez Rosas, Thomas Jade 
Rosenbaum.

Cameron Ray Scoggins, 
Christopher Wayne Sharp, 
Triston Gage Shurden, Jason 
Edward Smith, Kymberly 
Michelle Stanek, Takela 
Rochon Stewart, Matthew 
Strong, Santana Venay Swift, 
Taylor Nicole Tomlinson, 
Ikia Traylor, Corbin James 
Tripp, Nicholas Arthur 
Trombley, Devaney No-
emy Vargas, Ta’Kris Joshaun 
Verge, Paycie Nicole Welch, 
Titus Lee Wells, Hadyn Joel 
Whisenhunt, A’mya Cha-
von White, Bradley Keaton 
Whitlow, Baili Jadan Wiley, 
Davonte’ Rashad Wither-
spoon, Blane Ashton Woods 
and Detrich Lavail Young.

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
SENIOR MEMORY. Twelve senior girls were named to the NHS Homecoming royalty dur-
ing the fall semester, one of the events in which the Class of 2020 participated. The group 
includes (front row) Maddie Pinkerton, Klair Castleberry, queen Baili Wiley, maid of honor 
Chloe Graham and Ebony Jefferson; (back row) Noemi Lozada, Nariah Jordan, Macie 
Goff, Maya Fant, Maurelys Wade, Adalyn Dunn and Kimberly Perez. Nashville defeated 
Haskell Harmony Grove 42-6 in the Homecoming game Oct. 25.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS

CIVIL DIVISION
WADE REED           PLAINTIFF
vs.                   31CV-20-5
ANY UNKNOWN PERSON    
CLAIMING AN INTEREST   DEFENDANT
IN THE PROPERTY AT ISSUE

NOTICE OF QUIET TITLE ACTION
Notice is hereby given that a Petition has been filed in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk of Howard County, Arkansas to 
quiet and confirm title in and to the following described 
property in Howard County, Arkansas:

Beginning at the Northwest corner of the SE-4 of the 
NW-4 of Section 2, Township 8 South, Range 27 West, and 
running East 500 feet, thence South 343 feet to the center 
of the County Public Road, thence Southeast with the 
center of said road to the point of beginning of the land to 
be described; thence South 58 degrees East with the center 
of said road 368 feet, thence a little West of South 135 feet, 
thence in a Northwesterly direction parallel with said road 
368 feet, thence North 135 feet to the point of beginning, 
containing 1.10 acres, more or less, and being a part of the 
SE-4 of the NW-4 of Section 2 Township 8 South, Range 
27 West. 

Any person claiming any title or interest of any kind 
to such property is hereby notified to appear herein on 
or before the 1st day of JULY 2020 to assert his title or 
interest in such property and to demonstrate why title 
to this property should not be quieted and confirmed in 
Wade Reed, Plaintiff  herein.
WITNESS my hand and seal of the Court on this 4th day 
of MAY 2020. 
ANGIE LEWIS, 
Howard County Circuit Clerk
(EH: 45 - 48)

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Dierks School District will take sealed bids on 
two (2) school buses. The first is a 2002, 65-passenger, 
Freightliner. The second is a 2004, 71- passenger, Thomas. 
Bids will be accepted through May 21, 2020 and may be 
mailed to Dierks School District. RE: Bus Bid, PO Box 124, 
Dierks, AR 71833. 
(DSD: 46, 47)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Have you noticed black 
spots on your roses? Black 
spot is caused by a fungus 
(Diplocarpon rosae) and is 
the most important disease 
of roses in Arkansas. Each 
year, rose growers need 
to take steps to battle this 
serious disease that affects 
most rose varieties. Hybrid 
tea roses are the hardest hit 
although the fungus may 
infect all types. The opti-
mum weather conditions 
for disease development are 
75° - 85°F with high relative 
humidity or rainy periods. 
When leaves remain wet for 
six or more hours, the fun-
gus infects them. Canes can 
also be infected. Black spot 
is less of a problem under 
greenhouse conditions since 
relative humidity and tem-
perature can be controlled. 

Leaf spots are the most 
characteristic symptoms. 
The black spots are round 
with feathered edges and 
are up to 1/2 inch across. 
Spots are mostly on the up-
per surface of the leaf and 
often have a yellow halo 
around them. When many 
spots are present on the 
leaves, they cause the leaves 
to turn yellow and fall off. 
Lower leaves usually be-
come infected first. Excessive 
leaf drop from this disease 
weakens the plant, result-
ing in other problems. New 
spots can appear in as little 
as five days when conditions 
are favorable for infection. 
Cane symptoms of black 
spot are less obvious. Small, 
purple blister-like blotches 
appear on the canes. These 
blotches become black with 
age. Cane infections are very 
important in the survival of 

Black 
spots on 

roses
By Samantha Kroll

Howard County
Extension Agent

Agriculture

the fungus during the winter 
and are sources of infection 
in the spring as temperatures 
warm and rainfall increases. 
Periods of rainfall or any 
other source of overhead 
water that wets the leaves 
can lead to a flareup of black 
spot. During wet periods, 
the fungus produces thou-
sands of microscopic spores 
on infected leaves and canes, 
which can be carried to fresh 
leaves by wind or splashing 
water. Since the fungus can 
withstand a wide range of 
temperatures, infections 
may continue throughout 
the season as long as mois-
ture is present on the plant.

Dying or dead canes 
and fallen leaves should be 
removed and disposed of 
before new growth begins 
in the spring. If feasible, 
spotted leaves remaining 
on the plant should also be 
removed since these can 
also be a source of infection. 
Overhead irrigation that 
prolongs leaf wetness should 
be avoided if possible, since 
moisture is a significant fac-
tor for infection. If plants are 
irrigated overhead, watering 
should be done in the early 
morning hours to minimize 
leaf wetness periods. Use of 
drip tubes or soaker hoses 
is preferred. Always select a 
sunny location, well drained 
soils and areas where there 
is good air movement to 
minimize leaf wetness.

Planting resistant vari-
eties is the most effective 

way to prevent black spot. 
Some of these varieties may 
develop a low level of black 
spot but will require less 
maintenance than those that 
are susceptible. A list of resis-
tant varieties can be found at 
http://www.chattanooga-
rose.org/roseresistscreen-
ing20101.pdf. The degree of 
susceptibility may depend 
somewhat on local envi-
ronmental conditions. Since 
the fungus can survive and 
continue to produce spores 
on fallen leaves and dying 
canes, good sanitation is an 
integral part of an effective 
control. For those growers 
who have to deal with the 
disease on a regular basis, 
fungicide applications will 
be required in combination 
with good sanitation.

Homeowner fungicides 
labeled for black spot in-
clude Spectracide Immunox, 
Fertilome Liquid Systemic 
Fungicide, Ortho Funginex 
and Greenlight FungAway. 
For specific information, 
consult Extension publica-
tion MP154, Arkansas Plant 
Disease Control Products 
Guide, or contact the How-
ard County Extension office 
at 870-845-7517.

For more information, 
you can visit www.uaex.edu, 
or send an email to skroll@
uaex.edu.

Howard County Exten-
sion office is still working 
and is there for all the resi-
dences in Howard County 
during this time. 

By John Balch
News-Leader staff
With the move to the new 

Murfreesboro City Hall on 
North Washington almost 
complete, city council mem-
bers voted Monday night 
for major changes at the old 
city hall.

The council approved 
a request by the Murfrees-
boro Advertising & Tour-
ism Commission to occupy 
the office space in the old 
building which now houses 
the city’s water and sewer 
department.

The water department 
is expected to move to the 
new location within the next 
month. The commission will 
pay no rent for the space 
but will pay a portion of the 
utilities.

In related business, Jean 
Floyd, president of the com-
mission who said she is step-
ping down from the presi-
dent’s seat at the end of the 
year, said the commission is 
looking to eventually hire 
a full-time director to man 
the commission’s new of-
fice space. With that, Mayor 
Rodney Fagan appointed 
council members Jeff Walls 
and Lewis Gills to assist the 
commission with the search.

The council also approved 
a move by the Murfreesboro 
Chamber of Commerce from 
its office in the old building 
to the old mayor and secre-
tary’s office. This move will 

free up the chamber’s old 
office to be occupied by the 
local HIPPY (Home Instruc-
tion for Parents of Preschool 
Youngsters) organization.

The council also approved 
an expansion of the Pike 
County Library in the old 
city hall. The expansion is 
expected to cost an estimated 
$6,580 and it was reported 
in the meeting that $5,000 
has been donated toward 
the expansion and another 
$5,000 is expected.

The council agreed to 
kick in the needed $1,580 for 
the expansion, which will 
include the library basically 
occupying one whole side 
of the building with new 
entrances.

Also Monday, Murfrees-
boro Police Chief Randy 
Lamb announced the depart-
ment has hired Micah Brown 
as the city’s new full-time 
police officer.

Lamb said Brown is a 
“good fit” for the depart-
ment, which has been with-
out its full-time staff since 
the departure of David Shel-
by in February.

Brown, who has work ex-
perience with the Arkansas 
Department of Correction, 
is not certified and the city 
will pay for him to attend 
the police academy in the 
new future.

Mayor Fagan also re-
minded the council the Cen-
sus 2020 is back on track and 

a new wave of workers are 
now in the field and leaving 
packets throughout Pike 
County. Fagan reminded of 
the importance of the filling 
out the census paperwork 
and how easy it was to ac-
complish online.

In other business, the 
council took the following 
action:

- Appointed Jon Jacks to 
the Zoning Commission

- Re-appointed Roy Wil-
son to the Water Commis-
sion

- Appointed Jim Cannon 
to the Water Commission to 
replace the late Robert Evans

- Approved permission 
for the mayor to apply for A 
$50,000 Fun Park Grant

- Approved the mayor to 
apply for an 80-20 matching 
sidewalk grant

- Approved the hiring 
of part-time summer help 
to be paid from the street 
department

- Tabled zoning commis-
sion ordinance proposals 
until next month

The council also approved 
Recorder/Treasurer Penny 
Lamb’s financial statement, 
which included the follow-
ing beginning and ending 
balances for April:

General Fund
$281,019/$305,139
Street Dept.
$178,935/$183,668
Water & Sewer Dept.
$304,960/$285,554

M’boro council approves 
changes at old city hall; 
new city officer hired

A Delight man is expected 
to be charged this week in 
Pike County Circuit Court 
with felony theft of property 
for his alleged involvement 
in an incident last week in 
Murfreesboro, according to 
Murfreesboro Police Chief 
Randy Lamb.

Lamb said Jesse Jackson, 
21, was arrested after an in-
cident was reported on May 
4 where Jackson allegedly 
physically abused his girl-
friend and then stole her car.

The victim, who is 19, 
stated Jackson assaulted her 
after an argument over a 
cell phone. The victim also 
said Jackson threatened her 
brother and then took her 
car keys and told her was 
going to his brother’s in Hot 
Springs and that if she called 
the law he would crash the 
car.

That same day, Jackson 
was located walking on 
Dickson Street in Murfrees-
boro and was taken into 

custody by Chief Lamb. 
Jackson would not reveal the 
location of the car to Lamb 
but later told the victim’s 
mother while he was in jail 
that the car was on a back 
street and the keys were on 
the tire. The car was eventu-
ally located by the Church of 
Christ parsonage.

Get Your Subscription
to The Nashville News-Leader 

TODAY!
845-0600

Delight man arrested for theft of car

Due to the COVID-19 
virus, church and potluck 
at the annual decoration of 
Biggs Chapel and Academy 
Cemetery scheduled for May 
17 has been cancelled.

Decoration of the graves 
is still encouraged and con-
tributions for the upkeep of 
the cemetery are still being 
accepted.

For those decorating or 
wanting to contribute on 

Sunday, May 16 and Sunday, 
May 17, someone will be 
there to accept them.

Contributions may be 
give to Gary L. Cox, Basel 
Cox or Jerry Couch or can 
be mailed to:

- Gary L. Cox
27 Bacon Creek
Farm Road
Nashville, AR 71852
- Basel Cox
11 Bacon Creek

Farm Road
Nashville 71852
Jerry Couch
535 Academy Road
Nashville, AR 71852

Biggs Chapel event cancelled, contributions still needed
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FROM ON HIGH. Alan McRae provided this drone shot of the parking lot services held Sunday morning at the First Christian Church in Murfreesboro.

Those interested in running for city po-
sitions may now pick up the “Running for 
Public Office” handbook at the Pike County 
Clerk’s Office.

According to Pike County Clerk Randee 
Reid, the book contains all the information, 
dates, guidelines and petitions needed to 
run for the positions.

Petitions could start being circulated on 
May 7 and must be submitted to the Pike 
County Clerk’s Office between noon on July 
29 and noon on August 5.

The petitions will require 10 signatures 
of registered voters from the candidate’s 
zone/district.

Candidates will also have to submit an 
affidavit of eligibility and a political prac-
tices pledge.

Alderman positions are for two year 
terms, recorder/treasurer positions are for 
four year terms.

Positions up for election this year will 
include (along with name of incumbent):

Murfreesboro
Recorder/Treasurer -- Penny Lamb
Alderman NW1 -- Mark Barnes
Alderman NW2 -- Linda Stone
Alderman SW1 -- Lewis Gills
Alderman SW2 -- Jeff Walls
Alderman W1 -- Betty O’Neal

Alderman W2 -- Jason Allmon
Glenwood
Recorder/Treasurer -- Sharon Noble
Alderman NW Position 1 -- Jimmy Clark
Alderman SW Position 1 -- John Powell
Antoine
Alderman Position 1 -- David Hendrix
Alderman Position 2 -- Lonnie VanCamp
Alderman Position 3 -- Heath VanCamp
Alderman Position 4 -- Vance Teel
Alderman Position 5 -- Teresa House
Daisy
Alderman Position 1 -- Travis Rand
Alderman Position 2 -- Rebecca Frazier
Alderman Position 3 -- Teresa Wilder

Alderman Position 4 -- Jack Nations
Alderman Position 5 -- Helen Frazier
Delight
Alderman Position 1 -- Randy Abbott
Alderman Position 2 -- Tom Wilson 

(Deceased)
Alderman Position 3 -- Chris Goodson
Alderman Position 4 -- Ronnie Cox
Alderman Position 5 -- Keith Woods
Reid also stated that the two indepen-

dent candidates for Justice of the Peace Po-
sition 7 have qualified with their petitions. 
Keith Couch and Tim Trout will now join 
Republican candidate Richard Mohlenhoff 
on the Nov. 3 general election ballot.

Pike County’s city positions up for election

University of Arkansas Cossatot has an-
nounced its application process to distribute 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act funds for Spring 
2020 students. These $500 UA Cossatot 
CARES Grants are intended to help offset 
expenses students experienced because of 

the COVID-19 health emergency. The last 
day to submit applications is May 31, 2020.

Eligible students include those who 
have a valid 2019-2020 Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) on file with 
the college and who attended at least one 
in-person class prior to March 13th. 

Ineligible students include those who 
were taking only online courses before 
March 13th, international students, concur-
rently enrolled high school students, and 
students not enrolled in a degree-seeking 
program. Students who need assistance 
with their 2019-2020 FAFSA can contact UA 

Cossatot’s Financial Aid Department.
Students should check their email for 

the UA Cossatot CARES Grant application 
link to apply today. For more information 
on eligibility requirements and a list of Fre-
quently Asked Questions visit www.cccua.
edu/CARES.

UA Cossatot CARES Grant application now open

The University of Arkansas Hope-
Texarkana will offer an Associate of 
Applied Science in Funeral Service 
Education degree 100% online begin-
ning this fall.

The online degree program is pend-
ing final accreditation approval by the 
American Board of Funeral Service 
Education.

Tuition for online classes at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas Hope-Texarkana is 
only $112 per credit hour.

 “UAHT has been offering the 
Technical Certificate in Funeral Di-
recting for several years now, and we 
are excited to now offer the AAS in 
Funeral Service Education entirely 
online.  Offering the degree completely 

online will allow students to attain this 
highly pursued degree without having 
to relocate,” said Karen Davis, UAHT 
Dean of Health Professions.

For more information or to apply 
for the program, contact Brad Shep-
pard at brad.sheppard@uaht.edu or 
870-722-8206, or Karen Davis at karen.
davis@uaht.edu or 870-722-8523.

UofA Hope-Texarkana to offer funeral service degree online

A benefit service for Barbara Ann Moore 
is scheduled for Saturday, May 23 at the 
Mauney Street Church  of Christ, 718 
Mauney Street in Murfreesboro.

The service will be held outdoors and 
social distancing will be observed, attendees 
are asked to bring lawn chairs.

The service will feature guest speakers 
and singing, with all proceeds going to-
ward medical bills and lodging expenses 
for Moore.

Pastor Anthony May and the church 
invites the public to join in the fellowship 
and donate to a worthy cause.

Benefit May 23 at M’boro Mauney Street church

Got a Local Story or Photo Idea?
Contact The Nashville News-Leader!

845-0600

Coming Soon in
The Nashville
News-Leader...

Dierks
& Mineral Springs

Seniors of 2020
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Nashville Junior Auxil-
iary was present, along with 
students from Nashville, 
Mineral Springs, Dierks and 
Blevins, and they all assisted 
in all phases of the project.

The project itself was 

started by the Central Arkan-
sas Development Council, 
and staff members from the 
organization also worked, 
Friday.

The vehic les  rol led 
through the city park un-
der sometimes-threatening 
skies, but no rain fell.

The last food box was 
loaded into a vehicle by 
10:30, only a half hour after 

the event was supposed to 
begin. Workers adjourned 
to the park pavilion where 
they were fed.

Nashville Chamber of 
Commerce executive direc-
tor Mike Reese said that ev-
eryone, including the CADC 
staffers, was impressed with 
the turnout of volunteers 
and how smoothly every-
thing worked.

Boxes
Continued

from page 1A

MORE VOLUNTEERS. Filling boxes Thursday in preparation for the Emergency 
Food Box distribution were Doris Williams, left, of Arkadelphia, and Dorothy Vaughn 
of Mineral  Springs.

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
PRESENTATION. Nashville Rotary Club members and the staff of Howard 
Memorial Hospital’s medical clinic display some of the diabetic supplies which 
Rotary donated May 7. The group includes (kneeling) Rotarian Jonathan Canaday, 
Rotary president and hospital CFO Bill Craig, clinic staff members Cheri Craig and 
Kaitlyn Gunn; (standing) Rotarian Carol Murray and clinic staff member Donna 
Sage. Rotary received a $2,500 grant for the supplies, and HMH added $5,000.

The Nashville Rotary 
Club last week presented 
Howard Memorial Hospi-
tal’s medical clinic 30 days 
of supplies for 50 newly 
diagnosed diabetics.

Rotary applied for a grant 
to purchase the supplies and 
received $2,500. Howard 
Memorial provided the re-

maining $5,000 needed to or-
der the supplies, according 
to Rotary chapter president 
Bill Craig.

“We’ve found diabetes 
to be a problem in Howard 
County,” Craig said. “Life 
expectancy for diabetics 
in Arkansas is a half-year 
shorter than for non-diabet-

ics. It’s three years less than 
the rest of the United States.”

The supplies are available 
for uninsured or underin-
sured patients.

The donation includes 
a retinal camera “to deter-
mine if there’s damage to 
the retina” from diabetes, 
Craig said.

Rotary donates diabetic supplies to clinic

Attorney General Leslie 
Rutledge along with the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) has provided tips for 
Arkansans using the internet 
while social distancing.

Do not open emails or 
attachments from unknown 
individuals.

Monitor your bank ac-
count statements regularly, 
and your credit report at 
least once a year for any 
unusual activity.

Do not respond to unso-

licited email senders or click 
on phishing links, outdated 
information or give personal 
information through email.

Do not store sensitive in-
formation online or on your 
mobile devices.

Use strong passwords 

containing numbers and 
symbols; don’t use the same 
password for multiple web-
sites.

Never provide personal 
information via email. Many 
emails requesting personal 
information look legitimate.

AG gives tips on safe use of internet

SportS LeaderS
Players of the Week as selected by

The Leader sports department

This weekly feature sponsored by
McDonald’s of Nashville

845-2364
South Fourth Street

Graduating spring sports athletes

Area seniors who saw their spring 
sports seasons cut short by school 
closings because of the coronavirus 
pandemic will graduate from their 
respective schools in coming weeks. 
Some will participate in virtual cer-
emonies; others will receive their 
diplomas at traditional ceremonies 
if approved by the state. Baseball, 
softball, track and soccer teams 
competed in their final events in 
early and mid-March. 
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Members of the Nashville High 
School Class of 2020 continue to 
receive college scholarships and 
local scholarships. They are also 
signing with the military.

Because Arkansas’s public 
schools and colleges have been 
closed to on-site instruction since 
mid-March, the list is incomplete, 
according to NHS Career Coach 
Amy Westfall.

“I only have what the students 
have turned in to me,” Westfall 
said. “I am quite sure more scholar-
ships are coming in. Several two-
year colleges moved scholarship 
deadlines to May 1. The commit-
tees are still working on awarding 
the money at this time.”

Nashville students’ college 
scholarships, local scholarships 
and military so far include the 
following:

Lourdes Azucena Alvarado 
Hernandez, SAU $8,000.

Amber Nichole Barnett, Cos-
satot

Deven Faith Barton, Cossatot 
$3,552; PEO Scholarship $1,000

Ty Jozef Basiliere, HSU, $2,500 
per year for four years, $10,000 
total; Swampy Graves Coca-Cola 
$100; Nashville Rotary $500

Ryan Matthew Brown, Forrest 
W. Wilson Coca-Cola $100; Jamie 
Green Memorial $750.

Steven Bradley Bush, SAU 
$26,400

Juan Carlos Bustamante, SAU
Benjamin Camacho, Pleasant 

Valley Lodge $500
Klair McKinney Castleberry, 

HSU $2,500 per year for four years, 
$10,000 total; Rick Castleberry 
Memorial Dr Pepper $100; Scrap 
Media $200; Ronny K. Woods Me-

morial $1,000
Gracie Elizabeth Clements, SAU 

$8,000; Jill Hunter-Hasley $250; 
Scrap Media $200

Allie Michelle Couch, Cossatot; 
Kenneth and Tiffany Wilson $100; 
Latimer Funeral Home $500; Debra 
McMaster $250

Zakery Wayne Cox, Cossatot
Michael  Crabtree ,  Navy 

$100,000
Maurelys Del Carmen-Wade, 

SAU $3,000 track
Adalyn Michelle Dunn, SAU 

$26,400; Robert and Mary Frances 
Schirmer Memorial $400

Autumn Marie Dyer SAU 
$8,000; Robert and Mary Frances 
Schirmer Memorial $400; Howard 
County Farm Bureau $1,000

Maya Elise Fant, Cossatot; Scrap 
Media $200; Robert and Mary 
Frances Schirmer Memorial $400; 
Eugene and Betty Fant Memorial 
$500; Ronny K. Woods Memorial 
$1,000.

Hailey Lynn Frohnappel, Cos-
satot; Teague and Teague $500

John Paul Garate, SAU
Macie Marie Goff, East Texas 

Baptist University $56,00; Robert 
and Mary Frances Schirmer Me-
morial $400; Class of 1953 $1,000; 
Debra McMaster $250

Chloe Jymeshia Graham, SAU
Jonathan Hayden Hagler, Cos-

satot
Miracle Faith Haislip, SAU 

$8,000
Addison Catherine Betha Har-

mon, University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville; York Gary $500; How-
ard County Farm Bureau $1,000; 
Robert and Mary Frances Schirmer 
Memorial $400, Debra McMaster 
$250

Logan Allen Harris, SAU 
$36,000

Edwin Jesus Hernandez, Cos-
satot

Lizbeth Jesus Arroyo Hernan-
dez, Cossatot $1,776

Misael Hernandez, Cossatot
Sandra Hernandez, Cossatot; 

Aramark Scrapper Cafe $200
Lauren Elizabeth Hoen, SAU; 

Garrett Jones Memorial; “Rico” 
Quinonez Memorial $300; Lions 
Club Flaherty $250

Kendrix DaVon Holcomb, John 
Shaddox Memorial $300

Kylee Huffman, SAU Tech
Ebony Janae Jefferson, Navy, 

$100,000
Nariah Lashay Jordan, SAU 

$8,000
Abbie Faye Lamb, SAU; Nash-

ville/De Queen Pilgrim’s Future 
full ride at SAU $100,000; Cattle-
men’s $500; Teague and Teague 
$500; Band Boosters $1,000; How-
ard County Farm Bureau $1,000; 
Howard County 4-H $300; Arkasas 
State 4-H $1,000

Cole Evan Little, Navy $100,000; 
Larry Cowart Memorial $500

Aaron Michael Lott, Northeast 
Texas baseball; First State Bank 
$500; Ralph Gross Memorial $500

Noemi Danahet Lozada-Soto, 
Texarkana College

Jesus Eduardo Luna, Arkansas 
Tech

Haley Magueyal-Perez, Univer-
sity of Arkansas Rich Mountain 
$2,000 track

Cade Ray McBride, Northeast 
Texas $7,500 baseball; Ramon 
F. Wilson Coca-Cola $100; Don 
Cooley Memorial $500

Luke Allan McBride, Northeast 
Texas $7,500 baseball; Nelda S. Wil-

son Coca-Cola $100; Willie Click 
Memorial $200

Elizabeth Hope McCauley, Cos-
satot; NHS FBLA $500, Aramark 
Scrapper Cafe $200; Scrap Media 
$500; Nashville Rotary $500; Rob-
ert and Mary Frances Schirmer 
Memorial $400

Dafne Mendez, Cossatot $1,776; 
Chamber of Commerce $500

Kendra Marie Miller, Herman 
Stavely Memorial $300

Madison Page Miller, SAU 
$26,400

Ereyanna Nichell Moore, ASU
Torrence Diego Morgan, SAU 

$8,000
Kevin Nava, Dwight Jones Me-

morial $500
Ashlyn Renee Newton, SAU 

$8,000; Howard County 4-H $300
Stephanie Pallares, Cossatot; 

Aramark Scrapper Cafe $200
Caelan Marie Pearson, SAU 

$8,000; Mine Creek $500; Mattie 
Harper Ball $1,000; Brent Fritts 
$1,000; Garrett Jones Memorial; 
Howard County 4-H $300

Kimberly Krystal Perez, SAU 
$8,000; Dwight Jones Memorial 
$500

Brenda Esmeralda Perez-Miran-
da, Cossatot

Mia Yen Phan, Cossatot; Ara-
mark Scrapper Cafe $200

Walter Javiyon Phillips, SAU 
Tech

Madelyn Dell Pinkerton, UCA 
$24,000; Dr Pepper $100; Nashville 
Rotary $500

Anastasia Suzanne Quinney, 
UCA $3,500 per year; Dr. A.L. 
Smith Memorial $1,000

Jonathan Lynn Rauch, UCA 
$3,000 per year; NHS Band Boost-
ers $1,000

Cameron Alexander Reese, UA-
Pulaski Tech

Devin Slade Reisinger, National 
Guard $35,000

Alex Jose Rojas, UA-Hope $231; 
Elberta Order of the Eastern Star 
$200

Thomas Jade Rosenbaum, SAU 
$26,400; Culp-Smith $8,000

Cameron Ray Scoggins, SAU
Takela Rochon Stewart, HSU
Taylor Nicole Tomlinson, Cos-

satot
Ikia Traylor, UA-Pulaski Tech
Corbin James Tripp, UCA; Rob-

ert and Mary Frances Schirmer 
Memorial $400

Nicolas Arthur Trombley, SAU 
$26,400; Aramark Scrapper Cafe 
$200; Scrap Media $500; Howard 
County 4-H $300

Devaney Noemy Vargas, SAU 
$8,000

Ta’Kris Joshuan Verge, HSU
Paycie Nicole Welch, Cossatot
Hadyn Joel Whisenhunt, Cos-

satot; Coca-Cola $100
Bradley Keaton Whitlow, Wil-

liams $36,000
Baili Jadan Wiley, University 

of Arkansas at Fayetteville $3,000; 
Daughters of American Revolution 
Good Citizen Award; Robert and 
Mary Frances Schirmer Memorial 
$400

Lourdes Azucena Alvarado 
Hernandez, George Castleberry 
Memorial Scholarship $500 per 
semester for four years, $4,000 total

Blane Ashton Woods, Ronny K. 
Woods $2,000

Detrich Lavail Young, SAU
Additional scholarships are 

expected and will be announced 
in the News-Leader. They must be 
submitted by Nashville High.

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER. Members of the Nashville High School Class of 2020 gather for their traditional “last first day of school” senior breakfast on opening day in 
the Nashville School District Aug. 13, 2019, at the Family Activities Building of First Baptist Church. The students’ senior year ended abruptly on March 13, 2020 (Friday 
the 13th). Classes were called off the next week because of the coronavirus pandemic, and on-site instruction eventually was cancelled statewide for the remainder of 
the academic year. NHS graduation was planned for May 17 but has been tentatively rescheduled for July 17, pending state approval. (See page 1A.)

NHS seniors receive scholarships
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Nashville High School Class of 2020

Calley Elizabeth Allmon            Lourdes Azucena Alvarado       Savanna Diana Argo             Gloria Elizabeth Avila-       Amber Nichole Barnett Deven Faith Barton
                                                    Hernanez                  Martinez

Ty Jozef Basiliere          Adrian Natalize Betancourt       Davarez Jeshun Carthorn        Ryan Matthew Brown       Steven Bradley Bush  Juan Carlos Bustamante
                                                                                                      Brown                 

Briseyda Isabel Bustos          Neelia Lynn Bustos     Benjamin Camacho            Klair McKinney Castleberry       Gracie Elizabeth Clements Allie Michelle Couch
                                                                                                                      

Zakery Wayne Cox         Michael Crabtree     Maurelys Del Carmen-Wade    Adalyn Michelle Dunn       Autumn Marie Dyer  Lance Lasion Easter
                                                                                                                      

Anthony Clyde Empty          Maya Elise Fant     Hannah Brooke Fatherree        Hailey Lynn Frohnappel       John Paul Garate  Keila Gates

Courtesy photos/NASHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK,
LIFETOUCH PHOTOGRAPHY
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Macie Marie Goff          Chloe Jymeshia Graham    Jonathan Hayden Hagler          Miracle Faith Haislip       Addison Catherine Betha  Logan Allen Harris
                                                                                                                                                                                                             Harmon                 

Edwin Jesus Hernandez          Lizbeth Jesus Arroyo      Misael Hernandez             Sandra Hernandez        Lauren Elizabeth Hoen  Kendrix DaVon Holcomb
                                                    Hernandez                 

Niesha Lacole Howard          Kylee Huffman     Ebony Janae Jefferson             Jakobe Markwan Jefferson       Isaac Keshawn Johnson  Nariah Lashay Jordan
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Celia Ann Juarez           Abbie Faye Lamb     Cole Evan Little             Aaron Michael Lott       Noemi Danahet Lozada- Jesus Eduardo Luna
                                                                                                                                                                                                             Soto                 

Haley Magueyal-Perez          Aaron Nicholas McBride    Cade Ray McBride             Luke Allan McBride        Elizabeth Hope McCauley  Dafne Mendez

NHS graduation (tentative) Friday, July 17, 2020 - 8 p.m. - Scrapper Arena
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Fabian Mercado           Kendra Marie Miller     Madison Paige Miller             Ereyanna Nichell Moore       Lisandro Ramos Morales Torrence Diego Morgan
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Carmillias Travon Morrison       Kevin Nava      Yerania Neri Garcia             Ashlyn Renee Newton       Stephanie Pallares  Caelan Marie Pearson
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Kevin Aoron Perez          Kimberly Krystal Perez    Brenda Esmeralda Perez-        Mia Yen Phan        Walter Javiyon Phillips Madelyn Dell Pinkerton
                                                                                                       Miranda                 

Jhonny Martin Pioquinto           Anastasia Suzanne Quinney    Sergio Santiago Ramirez         Jonathan Lynn Rauch       Cameron Alexander Reese      Devon Slade Reisinger
Ortiz                 

Nashville High School Class of 2020
114 members, 25 honor graduates

Graduation July 17, 8 p.m., Scrapper Arena
Pending state approval
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Cristian Alexis Rivera          Alex Jose Rojas     Faraon Chavez Rosas             Thomas Jade Rosenbaum       Cameron Ray Scoggins  Christopher Wayne Sharp 
                

Triston Gage Shurden          Kymberly Michelle Stanek    Takela Rochon Stewart             Matthew Strong        Santana Venay Swift   Taylor Nichole Tomlinson  
              

Ikia Traylor           Corbin James Tripp     Nicholas Arthur Trombley          Devaney Noemy Vargas        Ta’Kris Joshaun Verge  Paycie Nicole Welch  
              

Titus Lee Wells           Hadyn Joel Whisenhunt    A’mya Chavon White             Bradley Keaton Whitlow        Baili Jadan Wiley   Davonte’ Rashad
                   Witherspoon   

Blane Ashton Woods          Detrich Lavail Young                

Nashville High Class of 2020

The Nashville High 
School Class of 2020 in-
cludes 114 students.

There are 25 honor gradu-
ates.

Anastasia Suzanne Quin-
ney is valedictorian.

Deven Faith Barton is 
salutatorian.

Both are summa cum 

laude graduates.
Others receiving summa 

cum laude recognition in-
clude Madison Paige Miller, 
Addison Catherine Betha 
Harmon, Dafne Mendez, 
Jonathan Lynn Rauch and 
Lizabeth Jesus Arroyo Her-
nandez.

Kimberly Krystal Perez is 

a magna cum laude gradu-
ate.

Cum laude graduates in-
clude Madelyn Dell Pinker-
ton, Maya Elise Fant, Kend-
rix DaVon Holcomb, Adalyn 
Michelle Dunn, Lourdes 
Azucena Alvarado Her-
nandez, Abbie Faye Lamb, 
Kevin Nava, Klair McKin-

ney Castleberry and Logan 
Allen Harris.

Students graduating with 
honor include Benjamin 
Camacho, Nariah Lashay 
Jordan, Aaron Michael Lott, 
Kendra Marie Miller, Steven 
Bradley Bush, Alex Jose Ro-
jas, Caelan Marie Pearson 
and Mia Yen Phan.

NHS senior class includes 25 honor grads
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Picture Not Available

Umpire High School
Graduation

Tentatively Set July 16
7 p.m. • Wildcat GymJauger

Spray
Kimberly Mendez

Teodoro

Avery
Murphy

Michael
Arivett

Meredith
Fahrney

Rosalita
Ortiz

Madison
Cook

Briley
Robey

Shasati
Parsons

Maddison
Wright

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Little Rock District is 
planning a phased reopening of campsites and recreation 
areas on De Queen, Dierks, Gillham, and Millwood Lakes 
beginning May 20 for sites closed due to COVID-19.

The decision to reopen sites is specific to each recreation 
area and is based largely on the safety of the staff and 
visitors. Campground reservations and payments must be 
made in advance at www.recreation.gov.

Park visitors could begin making reservations on May 7.

To protect the staff and visitors, “no contact” transactions 
must be made online.

Some non-reservable campsites and parks will remain 
closed until they can be placed into the reservation system. 
The Corps is working to add these sites to the reservation 
system, but at this time, does not have a specific open-
ing date for those locations. Social distancing and other 
restrictions required by local, state, and federal authorities 
to include the Centers for Disease Control will be in place.

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) Vicks-
burg District will reopen 
select campgrounds at 
its Arkansas lakes - Lake 
Ouachita, Lake Greeson and 
DeGray Lake - beginning 
May 20.

Campgrounds that will 
reopen at Lake Ouachita in-
clude Brady Mountain, Crys-
tal Springs, Joplin, Tompkins 
Bend, Denby Point, Stephens 
Park, Twin Creek, Little Fir, 
Big Fir, Washita, Irons Fork, 
Avant, Buckville, Rabbit Tail 
and Cedar Fourche.

The collection of camp-
ground fees at Twin Creek 
and Little Fir have been sus-
pended until further notice 
to reduce risk to park rang-
ers and visitors.

Campgrounds that will 
reopen at Lake Greeson in-
clude Arrowhead Point, Bear 
Creek, Buckhorn, Cowhide 
Cove, Kirby Landing, Laurel 
Creek, Narrows Dam, Park-
er Creek, Rock Creek, Self 
Creek and Star of the West.

The collection of camp-
ground fees at Arrowhead 
Point, Bear Creek, Buckhorn, 
Laurel Creek, Narrows Dam, 
Self Creek, Jim Wylie and 
Star of the West have been 
suspended until further no-
tice to reduce risk to park 
rangers and visitors.

Campgrounds that will 

reopen at DeGray Lake in-
clude Alpine Ridge, Arlie 
Moore, Caddo Drive, Edge-
wood, Iron Mountain, Point 
Cedar, Shouse Ford, Ozan 
Point and Lenox Marcus. 
The collection of camp-
ground fees at Ozan Point 
have been suspended until 
further notice to reduce risk 
to park rangers and visitors. 
The Oak Bower group use 
area will remain closed until 
further notice.

Shower facilities, comfort 
stations and dump stations at 
each of these campgrounds 
will be open. Boat ramps, na-
ture trails and fishing areas 
as well as nearby amenities 
remain open.

Campsite reservations 
and payments must be made 
in advance at Recreation.gov. 
For campgrounds that re-
quire fees, all campsites will 
be available for reservation 
at Recreation.gov.

All pavilions, picnic ar-
eas, beaches, playgrounds, 
amphitheaters and drinking 
fountains will remain closed 
until further notice.

These closures are in-
tended to prevent large gath-
erings and common use of 
high-touch surfaces.

All USACE field offices 
and visitor centers will re-
main closed to the public 
until further notice. Applica-

tions for special use permits 
must be submitted online 
and will be reviewed and 
approved on a case-by-case 
basis.

The collection of all day 
use fees have been suspend-
ed until Oct. 1.

Visitors to the USACE 
Vicksburg District’s Arkan-
sas lakes must practice social 
distancing and adhere to 

any other mandates issued 
by local, state and federal 
officials, including the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. The Vicksburg 
District strongly encourages 
visitors to wash their hands 
properly, stay at home if they 
are experiencing symptoms 
and follow any guidance 
provided by federal, state 
and local officials.

For more information 
about operational changes, 
the public may contact the 
following:

* Lake Ouachita
(501) 767-2101
* DeGray Lake
(870) 46-5501
* Lake Greeson
(870) 285-2151
Located in southwest 

Arkansas, Lake Ouachita, 

Lake Greeson and DeGray 
Lake are flood control res-
ervoirs with multiple ad-
ditional missions, including 
hydropower, water supply 
and wildlife management. 
At these USACE recreation 
sites, and unlike sites man-
aged by others, employees 
are responsible for the pro-
tection and maintenance of 
these critical missions.

Select campgrounds to reopen May 20

Dierks, Millwood among reopenings
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By P.J. Tracy
Murfreesboro Diamond
The Gypsy Underground, 

which will open on May 23 
in Murfreesboro, will give 
any local residents a shot at 
entrepreneurship, according 
to owner Jack Bonds.

The “unique” flea market 
business will be located in 
the building that once held 
Raymond Walls’ grocery 
store and later Sun Printing, 
across from the Murfrees-
boro Rehab and Nursing 
Home.

Bonds said he originally 
bought the building in 2015 
simply for “the parking lot” 
at the behest of friend Dana 
Stone and thought he’d 
figure out what to do with 
it when the time was right.

“It will be interesting to 
see the life of the building 
rebreathe, because an empty 
building just goes down,” 
he said. The inside, which is 
decorated in a rustic village 
motif, utilizes repurposed 
wood from dilapidated 
buildings that were torn 
down in Murfreesboro.

He said that of the mate-
rial, that was stored at the 
building, “we need to do 
something with this.”

Bonds laughingly said the 
thought of “why don’t we 
put some tape on the floor 
and say this is your spot,” 
just wouldn’t be himself. 
“I kinda like to do things 
maybe a little overboard ... 
maybe that’s fair. But I like 
it to look good, I want to be 
proud of whatever we have 

going.”
He said the hardest part 

of the decor refurbishment 
was the ceilings, which fea-
ture custom cut corrugated 
tin sheets. The lights and 
plumbing of the building 
were also overhauled.

“The part of all this that 
I enjoy most is that I am an 
entrepreneur at heart, that 
is my whole life and what 
I do,” said the owner of 
several businesses including 
multiple branches of Pawn 
Kings. “This gives anybody 
and everybody a shot [at en-
trepreneurship] ... it doesn’t 
matter what you do -- build 
birdhouses, crochet afghans, 
resell things from garage 
sales, make earrings -- what 
matters is that you have a 
place to sell them.”

Bonds said the neatest 
prospective client thus far 
was a man at the nursing 
home that wants to sell 
leather goods he creates.

“That was my brightest 
day yet -- cause holy cow, 
this guy is living in a nurs-
ing home, but he has an op-
portunity to come here and 
open his business and have a 
purpose by being a producer 
and, at the same time, enjoy 
being part of the business 
community of the town 
of Murfreesboro. And as a 
business community locally 
we are losing ground -- and 
if we don’t do something, 
it’s only going to get worse. 
I think this is something that 
everybody and anybody that 
wants to participate can do 

really really well with.”
T h e  G y p s y  U n d e r-

ground currently has 30 of 
109 booths reserved, with 
booth prices ranging from 
$60-$185, many with elec-
trical hookups in a climate 
controlled facility that will 
also feature security and a 
camera system.

Additionally, outside 
booth spaces will be avail-
able for $25 for the weekend.

“Anybody that can go 
into business for $100 bucks, 
you can’t do it any cheaper 
than that,” said Bonds.

As a community service, 
the business will also feature 
a front and center rack for fli-
ers that can be utilized by the 
local business community.

“Whether it’s a menu or 
you are renting cabins, we 

are doing it as a community 
service, and as we become 
educated about your busi-
ness, we will send our cus-
tomers your way,” Bonds 
stated. 

He said he was open to 
any and all ideas -- including 
a hair stylist renting a booth 
to style hair -- and notes 
the only thing he is really 
against is racks and racks of 
used clothing and personal 
items that simply don’t resell 
all that well.

Bonds said the business 
will have a large grand 
opening later this summer -- 
in late June or early July with 
“a feast” and live music.

“Keep looking out for 
that,” Bonds stated excitedly.

“It will be once we get 
everybody in and situated.”

The U.S. Census Bureau, in coordination with federal, 
state and local health officials, will begin a phased restart 
of some 2020 Census field operations in select geographic 
areas this week.  

Updates on the operations resuming by location are 
available at 2020census.gov. This webpage will be updated 
weekly as 2020 Census operations resume across the United 
States.

The health and safety of Census Bureau staff and the 
public is of the utmost importance. All returning staff will 
receive safety training to observe social distancing protocols 
in the COVID-19 environment.

For their safety and the safety of the public, the Census 
Bureau has ordered Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
for all field staff, including those that work in a field office. 
These materials will be secured and provided to staff prior 
to restarting operations.

As part of the phased restart of operations, the Census 
Bureau will resume dropping off 2020 Census invitation 
packets at front doors of households in areas where the 
majority of households do not receive mail at their home. 
This operation is also known as Update Leave.

About 5% of households are counted in the Update Leave 
operation, where census workers will confirm or update 
a household’s physical location address and then leave a 
census questionnaire packet.

The Census Bureau began delivering census materials 
to these households on March 15; however, this operation 
was suspended on March 18 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Update Leave operation does not require 
interaction between households and a Census Bureau 
employee and follows the most current federal health and 
safety guidelines.

In states where we have resumed the Update Leave 
operation, we are also resuming fingerprinting for new 
hires to keep applicants moving through the hiring process. 
ACO staff will begin returning to the office as necessary to 
support the Update Leave operation, as well.

The Associate Director for Decennial Programs leads the 
operational team making the decision to restart select opera-
tions within an ACO, driven by the assessment of career 
Census Bureau operational leadership; a thorough review 
of the operating status of a state, locality or tribal area; the 
key data that support that operating status as identified by 
federal, state and local guidance; and the ability of Census 
Bureau staff to safely resume operations, including the 
procurement of PPE.

Households that receive the 2020 Census invitation 
packets are strongly encouraged to respond promptly to 
the 2020 Census using the census ID included in the ques-
tionnaire packet.

People can respond online, by phone or by completing 
and returning the paper form by mail. Responding with the 
census ID or by completing and returning the paper ques-
tionnaire helps ensure the best count of their community.

2020 Census
to roll out field 
operations

‘Unique’ flea 
market to open 

in M’boro

FLEA MARKET OWNER. Jack Bonds and the antique 
cash register on display at The Gypsy Underground 
Flea Market.

Dierks High School 2020 Graduation
Tentatively set Monday, July 20 at 7 p.m.

The Dierks School District will also honor three students
who have joined the military during there ceremony
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Delight United
Methodist Church

E. Antioch Street • Delight

Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Morning Services - 11:00 a.m.

Prayer Meeting  - Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Jim Henderson, Pastor

First Christian 
Church

500 N. Main • Nashville
(Corner of Main & Bishop)

845-3241
Sunday Bible School - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Minister: Jim Pinson

ATTEND CHURCH THIS SUNDAY!

Futrell Marine
Hwy. 371 
Nashville

(870) 845-3122

woods & 
woods

public accountants, pa Ltd.

118 N. Main - Nashville - 845-4422
Donny J. Woods (PA)

Bill Moorer •Jeanice Neel (CPA)

Scott Memorial & 
Mt. Carmel UMC
1st & 3rd Sunday each month -

2nd & 4th @ Hwy 371E.
SS 10 a.m., Worship 11:30 a.m.

Lockesburg
Everyone is always welcome!

You are invited to worship with us at...
Center Point 
Missionary

Baptist Church
211 Church St. • Center Point

Pastor: Jaron Tipton
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service 5:00 p.m.

HOLLY CREEK
Missionary Baptist Church
705 Main St. • Dierks • 286-2010

Sun. School 10:00 a.m.
Sun. Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sun. Evening 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday WOW 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Pastor: Bro. Clyde Mitchell

Radio Program: 9:45 Sunday Morning • B99.5 FM
Visit us at: www.hollycreekmbc.net

Come worship with us!

First Church of God
Community Oriented & Christ Centered

946 MLK, Hwy 355, Tollette, AR

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11:00 a.m. • Youth 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday evening service 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Charles Green, Pastor

-- Non-Denomination --

New Life in Jesus
Christ Church

913 South Main St. • Nashville, AR
Sunday Morning Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastors: Lankford & Mary Alice Moore

EBENEZER UMC
318 West Dodson • Nashville

Sun. School 9:30 a.m. each Sun.
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

Wed. Bible Study 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Bro. Ellis Ray Floyd, Pastor
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, 

Open Doors”

Immanuel Baptist Church
Immanuel St. • Nashville • 845-3414

Brent Thompson, Pastor
www.myimmanuel.com

Sunday: Sunday School - 9:55 a.m.
Worship (KMTB-fm) - 10:55 a.m.

Worship - 6:00 p.m.
Youth - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday: AWANA - 5:30 p.m.
Bible Study - 6:00 p.m.

Youth - 6:30 p.m.

DIERKS CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
meets at 308 Main St., Dierks

Meeting times:
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday: 6:00 p.m.
EvEryonE is WELCoME!

“If we walk in the light as He is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Christ cleanses us from
all sin” 1 John 1:7

email - churchofchrist308@windstream.net

Pastor Don Jones

First Baptist Church
415 N. Main • Nashville
Come Worship With Us!

Sunday school 9 a.m.
Morning worship 10:15

Evening worship 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday family meal & devotion at 5:45 p.m.

Rev. Kevin Sartin

Corinth First 
Baptist Church

279 Corinth Road • Tollette, AR
870-983-2390

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Maurice Henry, Sr., Pastor

“We not only have church, we praise the Lord”

“I can’t get out to go shop-
ping with all this (coronavirus) 
going on.” “It’s no fun eating 
alone.” “I don’t want to cook 
for just me, I’ll grab something 
quick and that doesn’t take 
much effort to prepare.” Does 
this sound familiar? These 
are just a few of the common 
reasons some older people 
do not eat healthy meals. As 
more and more research is 
being done, the correlation 
between eating healthy and 
being healthy is stronger 
than ever! Not only does 
eating healthy play a role in 
preventing major diseases, it 
plays a role in mental health 
and overall well-being.

Of course, eating healthy 
is important at all ages, but 
for older people it is the 
smart thing to do.

The Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans recommends 
two options in choosing 
meal plans. One plan is to 
follow USDA Food Patterns 
or MyPlate. Basically, this 
plan recommends people 
make half their plate fruits 
and vegetables, then add in 
a whole grain, lean protein 
and a low-fat dairy. You can 
visit www.choosemyplate.
gov to find lots of resources 
to help you follow this plan. 
There is even a calculator 
for determining how many 
calories you need based 
upon your age, gender, and 
activity level. 

The second plan is the 
DASH Eating Plan. DASH 
stands for Dietary Ap-
proaches to Stop Hyperten-
sion. Following the DASH 

plan can help you lower 
your blood pressure. This 
plan follows dietary guide-
lines of MyPlate while re-
placing sodium with herbs 
and spices. It helps you 
choose foods that are natu-
rally low in sodium to help 
lower blood pressure. You 
can learn more about the 
DASH Plan at the National 
Heart, Lung, and Blood In-
stitute website www.nhlbi.
nih.gov.

Another top meal plan 
with consistently ranks in 
the top five, along with the 
DASH plan, is the Mediter-
ranean Diet. The Mediterra-
nean Diet encourages people 
to eat more fresh fruits and 
vegetables, including sea-
food two to three times a 
week, replacing sodium with 
herbs and spices and using 
olive oil instead of saturated 
fats to prepare food. Each of 
these meal plans are based 
on preparing foods from 
scratch and moving away 
from prepackaged, conve-
nience foods and avoiding 
“empty calorie” foods. These 
are foods and drinks with a 
lot of calories but not many 
nutrients – for example, 
chips, cookies, soda and 
alcohol.

The Howard County Co-
operative Extension Service 
offers hands-on cooking 
classes for each of these 
meal plans. Several requests 
have been made to offer a 
Mediterranean Diet Cooking 
School. Plans are being made 
to conduct the program in 
August. This is a tentative 

plan! The class will be of-
fered at night from 5:30 to 
8:30. Call the Extension Of-
fice at 870-845-7517 if you 
are interested in attending.

How much you eat de-
pends upon your activity 
level. For most women, 
choosing a plan with about 
1,600 calories is average. For 
women who have an active 
lifestyle, they would need to 
eat more, about 2000 calories 
a day.

Men, who are not physi-
cally active, need about 2000 
calories a day. If you are 
active, you will need to eat 
more, around 2400 calories a 
day. Working in the garden, 
exercising, physically being 
active working on the farm, 
most days of the week, are 
all examples of leading an 
active lifestyle.

One complaint many peo-
ple give as they age is food 
tastes different. As you grow 
older, your sense of taste and 
smell does change. Foods 
may seem to have lost their 
flavor. Also, medicines may 
change how food tastes. 

Maybe some of the foods 
you used to eat no longer 
agree with you. For example, 
some people become lactose 
intolerant as they age. Talk 
to your doctor. They may 
be able to prescribe a differ-
ent medicine or test to see if 
you are lactose intolerant. 
Lactose-free foods are read-
ily available at most grocery 
stores.

Drinking enough water 
is another concern of older 
adults. With age, you lose 
some of your sense of thirst. 
Drink plenty of liquids, in-
cluding water. Don’t wait 
until you are thirsty. Get a 
water bottle, sip on it dur-
ing the day, and refill it a 

couple of times. Increase 
your water intake if you are 
relatively active, especially 
while working or exercising.

Chances are your doctor 
has suggested increasing 
your fiber intake. Eating 
more fiber can help to pre-
vent stomach or intestine 
problems. It also helps to 
lower cholesterol as well as 
blood sugar.

Fiber is found in dry 
beans and peas, fruits and 
vegetables (especially those 
with the peelings left on), 
and whole grains. Become 
a label reader on the food 
items you buy and choose 
those with more fiber in 
them. As you increase your 
fiber intake, you will need to 
increase your water intake.

Most people get sodium 
by eating too much salt. The 
body does need sodium, but 
too much can increase your 
blood pressure. Sodium is 
found in most foods, natu-
rally or added. Salt is added 
to canned and prepared 
foods, so purchase the lower 
salt versions. Once you make 
the decision to reduce your 
sodium intake, you will find 
it easy to cut back. Spices, 
herbs, and lemon juice add 
flavor without the salt.

What about cost and 
availability of foods, espe-
cially now? Eating healthy 
on a limited budget is pos-
sible. Choose store brands 
over the brand name. Most 
store brand foods taste the 
same as the higher brand 
name product. Buy in bulk 
when possible and divide 
into smaller portions. Use 
your freezer. Divide and 
freeze meats into two serv-
ing sizes. Buy a large bag 
of frozen vegetables and 
only prepare what you need 

at each meal. Divide any 
leftovers into small serving 
containers, label and date, 
and freeze to use within a 
couple of months. 

Keep food safe. Older 
people need to take extra 
care to keep their food safe 
to eat. As we age, we are less 
able to fight off infections. 
Bacteria is everywhere, even 
in the foods you eat. The goal 
is to prevent the bacteria 
from spreading by cooking 
foods properly or using food 
safety procedures. Keep hot 
foods hot and cold foods 
cold. Do not cross contami-
nate. Use a different cutting 
board for cutting meats than 
you use for cutting vegeta-
bles for a salad; or wash and 
sanitize the cutting board 
before preparing the salad. 
Don’t depend on sniffing or 
tasting food to tell if it is bad. 
Leftovers in the refrigerator 
should be used within 2 to 3 
days. If in doubt, toss it out!

Information for this ar-
ticle was adapted from the 
National Institute on Aging.

Recipe of the Week
This recipe is easy to 

make, doesn’t require meat 
and is high in protein! It 
makes 8 servings, but the 
recipe can easily be divided 
in half. For a family of two, 
make for dinner and then 
have the leftovers for lunch 
the next day.

Skillet Lasagna
8 uncooked lasagna noo-

dles
1 (15 ounce) carton small 

curd cottage cheese
½ cup grated Parmesan 

cheese, divided in half
1 Tablespoon Italian sea-

soning
Nonstick cooking spray
1 (24 ounce) jar tomato 

pasta sauce, without meat

1 (10 ounce) package fro-
zen spinach, thawed and 
squeezed dry

8 ounces mozzarella 
cheese, shredded (2 cups 
shredded)

Directions:
Cook the lasagna noodles 

according to package direc-
tions. 

Collect, shred, and mea-
sure all ingredients.

In a large bowl, mix the 
cottage cheese, ¼ cup Par-
mesan cheese, and Italian 
seasoning.

Spray a large skillet well 
with cooking spray. Do not 
place skillet on heat until all 
ingredients are in skillet.

Spread half of the jar of 
sauce in the sprayed skillet.

Top with 4 lasagna noo-
dles.

Spread half the cottage 
cheese mixture over the 
pasta.

Top with half the spinach.
Sprinkle half of the moz-

zarella cheese over the spin-
ach.

Repeat with the remain-
ing ingredients in this order: 
lasagna noodles, cottage 
cheese mixture, spinach, 
pasta sauce, and mozzarella 
cheese.

Sprinkle with the rest of 
the Parmesan cheese (1/4 
cup), and cover.

Place skillet on the heat 
and turn heat on to me-
dium low. Cook for about 
20 minutes until the cheese 
melts and sauce is bubbling. 
Remove from heat and let 
stand 5 minutes (covered) 
before serving.

Yield: 8 servings
Nutrition information 

per serving: Calories – 320, 
Fat – 10 g, Sodium – 800 mg, 
Carbohydrates – 36g, Di-
etary Fiber – 4g, Protein – 20g

By Jean A. Ince • Howard County Extension Agent

Healthy Eating
After 50
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Behind those eyes there shines a light
That’s guided me from my first step

Down life’s highway through thick and thin
So I could tell the wrong from right.

Behind those eyes there beats a heart
That taught me love is what you feel

And to be taken as it is
And not something you take apart.

Behind those eyes there lives a soul
That speaks to me from deep within

And warns me I must not despair
Those things in life I can’t control.

Behind those eyes there is a love
That never lets me out of sight

And stretches from my deepest flaw
And reaches to the stars above.

Behind those eyes I see myself
The hopes and dreams she had for me

I see myself as I could be
Behind my mother’s eyes. 

www.baxterblack.com

Behind Those Eyes

If you’re like many people, you may not think about 
assessing your personal property until one of two things 
happens: it’s time to renew your vehicle tags, or it’s time 
to pay property taxes. 

That’s especially true right now, when the novel coro-
navirus has turned the world upside down. In the days of 
pandemic and economic uncertainty, property assessment 
is the last thing on anyone’s mind.

But the deadline is still in place. With all of the other 
topsy-turviness happening right now, the last thing you 
want is to miss the date and be charged a fee for late as-
sessment.

At 10 percent, that fee may not be much, but it’s still 
money out of your pocket that you’d rather keep. But the 
deadline is easy to forget. In fact, when is it? (It’s May 31.) 

You can begin assessing for the current year anytime 
after January 1. Counties tell us that a lot of people assess 
their property in the first few weeks of the year, because 
they remember then.

But when February slides into March, it has slipped 
down your priority list. When the virus hit our state – or 
your county – other worries occupied your mind. By April, 
you barely remembered that you were supposed to assess. 
In May, it will never cross your mind.

So May 31 will come and go, and as we readjust to what-
ever “normal” is this summer, you’ll suddenly discover 
those late fees.

This year, May 31 is a Sunday. That gives you an extra 
day of grace: you have until the next business day, June 1, 
to assess your personal property.

We’ll leave all the intricacies of the law up to the at-
torneys, but in a nutshell, property owners are to assess 
between January 1 and May 31. New residents or new busi-
nesses established between those dates, or new property 
acquired between those dates, should be assessed within 
30 days of acquisition. Of course, property acquired during 
the month of May should be assessed immediately to beat 
the May 31 deadline.

Why May 31? Why does it really matter? 
As soon as that May 31 deadline passes, the county 

assessor has a major task: by July 31, the assessor must 
prepare the county’s tax books. By August 1, the assessor 
has to deliver the assessment abstract to the State Equaliza-
tion Board. Through that process, the county calculates its 
total assessment of taxes due – which is vital for preparing 
budgets.

This year, as everyone is taking a financial hit from the 
health crisis, that’s even more important.

Somebody out there is saying, “I don’t use the library, 
and I don’t have kids in school – in fact, I pay tuition for 
them to attend private school, so I’m paying twice.”

Nobody likes taxes, especially property taxes. We un-
derstand that.

Ever called 911 for an ambulance or fire truck? Wished 
a deputy sheriff would stop those reckless kids that speed 
down your street? Do you drive on public roads? Those 
are your property taxes working for you. Everyone ben-
efits – even you!

So, mark your calendar. Set phone reminders. Write it 
in lipstick on the bathroom mirror. Stick a note on your 
refrigerator. Or just call your assessor or go online today.

County collectors began accepting tax payments on 
March 1, so that’s a great opportunity to assess, too – pay 
the 2019 taxes early and assess for 2020, during the same 
visit to the courthouse or the same time you’re online.

Please note that many counties have currently closed 
their courthouses to the public for health and safety. Be-
cause of social distancing guidelines during the COVID-19 
outbreak, all counties are encouraging residents to conduct 
business by phone or online. The health situation is con-
stantly changing, so check your county’s status and any 
health directives before you leave your home. 

Don’t wait to assess personal property until it’s time for car tags

Beef and pork processing rebounded 
last week after dropping sharply, while 
wholesale beef prices continued rocketing to 
new record highs, according to an analysis 
done by John Anderson, economist for the 
University of Arkansas System Division of 
Agriculture.

Anderson is head of the agricultural 
economics and agribusiness department, 
with a joint appointment in the Dale Bum-
pers College of Agriculture, Food and Life 
Sciences. His analysis was drawn from the 
May 8 Estimated Daily Livestock Slaughter 
under Federal Inspection Report. The report 
is issued by the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Agricultural Marketing Service.

Cattle and hog slaughter figures finally 
turned higher last week after several weeks 
of falling sharply because of multiple plant 
shut-downs and slow-downs due to CO-
VID-19.

“Cattle slaughter was projected to re-
bound to 452,000 head this week after falling 
to 425,000 head the prior week,” he said.

“Hog slaughter was estimated to hit 
1.768 million head last week, up from 1.533 
million head the prior week.”

Anderson said that while the modest 
bounce in slaughter levels “is a positive 
development, suggesting at least the be-
ginning of a move back toward normal, 
processing capacity remains constrained.

“Last week’s cattle and hog slaughter 
numbers both remain about 28 percent 
below last year’s average weekly slaugh-
ter level,” he said.” Considerable further 
recovery in processing rates will be needed 
to alleviate major production disruptions 

and stabilize markets.”
The April 30 report noted wholesale beef 

prices soared to a new record level – $272.33 
per hundredweight, breaking the old record 
of $263.19 set back in 2015. The May 8 report 
was not to be outdone.

“Choice boxed beef cutout value aver-
aged $441.53 per hundredweight, an un-
precedented average price for wholesale 
beef. The Choice cutout has almost doubled 
since the first week of April, Anderson said.

While major beef cuts surged, Anderson 
said the growth in the value of beef trim-
mings, a major component of ground beef, 
“has been particularly astonishing.”

For the week ending April 3, the price of 
fresh 50 percent lean beef trimmings aver-
aged $28.49 per hundredweight.

“Last week, it averaged $275.28 per 
hundredweight, an increase of more than 
800 percent,” he said. “With production 
sharply lower and demand for this staple 
item strong, prices have exploded.”

This is not the first time beef trimmings 
have seen this level of pricing.

“While little remembered now, fresh 50 
percent lean trim prices topped $200 per 
hundredweight about this time of year in 
2017,” Anderson.

Poultry
Poultry production seems to be closer to 

the light at the end of the COVID-19 tunnel.
“Data suggests that the broiler sector, as a 

whole, has come closer to resuming normal 
operations,” he said.

“Broiler slaughter hit 162 million birds, 
which is 98 percent of 2019’s weekly average 
rate of production.”

Meat processing rebounds, 
prices continue to move higher

Governor Asa Hutchinson has announced a new text 
alert system with the ability to provide timely COVID-19 
alerts and other critical guidance directly from the Arkansas 
Division Emergency Management to Arkansas residents.

 Arkansans can opt-in to the new system now by texting 
‘COVID19ARK’ to 67283.

 “This is a free service from the Division of Emergency 
Management and RAVE Mobile Safety that will enable 
Arkansans to receive COVID-19 alerts and other guidance,” 
said Hutchinson.

Residents who have opted in for alerts will also receive 
instructions to sign up for Smart911, a free service that 

allows individuals and families to provide key context to 
9-1-1 call takers and first responders.

Through the Smart911 app or smart911.com, residents 
can create a Safety Profile that contains critical information 
including pre-existing conditions and quarantine status.

New text alert system keeps up with COVID-19 in Arkansas
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Tyson Foods, Inc. announced May 8 
that it has partnered with Axiom Medical, 
a leading occupational health services and 
incident case management provider, to 
help support team members during the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

Tyson Foods has already put in place a 
host of safeguards and guidelines to help 
ensure team member health and safety at 
all of its facilities that meet or exceed CDC 
and OSHA guidance.

As an additional step to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, Axiom will help case 
manage affected team members and en-
hance communications with those impacted 
individuals and their families by providing:

- Health support, including medical 
monitoring of ill or exposed team members

- 24/7 telephone access to licensed medi-
cal professionals

- Facilitation of return to work clearances 
once team members have recovered

- Ongoing education and best practices to 
reduce the spread of illness in the workplace

“Our top priority is the health and safety 
of our team members, their loved ones 
and our communities,” said Tom Brower, 
Senior Vice President of Health and Safety 
for Tyson Foods.

“The additional services Axiom provides 
will help to ensure our team members re-
ceive appropriate medical attention when 
they need it and can return to work safely. 
We care deeply about the welfare of every 
team member and are committed to provid-
ing them the best support as they help us 
maintain a healthy and stable food supply 
for the nation.”

“I am delighted that we have been able 
to help Tyson and their team members with 
the challenges presented by COVID-19,” 
said Axiom Medical President and CEO 
Mark Robinson.

“Tyson is an essential business critical 

to feeding America, and it is a privilege to 
contribute to keeping Tyson team members 
safe in the workplace.”

Tyson Foods formed a coronavirus task 
force in January and has implemented nu-
merous measures to protect workers. The 
company’s efforts have included:

- Taking worker temperatures before 
every shift and installing more than 150 
infrared walkthrough temperature scanners 
in its facilities to assist in this effort.

- Providing protective face masks to all 
team members and requiring that they use 
them while at work.

- Helping team members adhere to social 
distancing guidelines on the job by install-
ing workstation and breakroom dividers, 
providing more breakroom space, erecting 
outdoor tents where possible for additional 
space for breaks, clearly marking appropri-
ate 6-foot distances in common use areas, 
and staggering start times to avoid large 

gatherings as team members enter the 
facilities and designating monitors at each 
facility to help enforce social distancing. 

- Partnering with Matrix Medical Net-
work to help ensure the safety and health 
of team members and contractors as the 
company begins to reopen some facilities.

- Temporarily employing furloughed 
nurses and nursing students who will aug-
ment the current Tyson staff dedicated to 
managing the safe return to work process 
for team members.

The company has doubled its “thank 
you” bonus for its frontline workers.

Team members who cannot come to 
work because of illness or childcare is-
sues related to COVID-19 will continue to 
qualify. 

Tyson Foods has also increased short-
term disability coverage to 90% of normal 
pay until June 30 to encourage team mem-
bers to stay home when they are sick.

Tyson Foods partners with Axiom Medical to provide 
enhanced healthcare support for team members

By Randy Zellers • Arkasnas Game & Fish Commission
Residents of a White Hall neighborhood had an early awak-

ening Sunday morning as authorities responded to a call about 
a large black bear that had climbed into a tree nearby and had to 
be removed.

Mark Hooks, wildlife management supervisor for the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission, said the best course of action during 
similar situations is to clear an area and allow a bear to come down 
on its own, but that was not an option in this case.

“We really do not like removing bears from heights like this 
because of possible injury to the bear or the men and women 
working, but local authorities felt that the animal was too close 
to nearby homes to allow it to climb down and move off on its 
own,” Hooks said. “So we had to use a tranquilizer to sedate and 
relocate the bear, which was about 60 feet in the tree.”

Hooks and fellow wildlife biologists David Luker and Mark 
Barbee worked to sedate the bear, while Wildlife Officer Onezean 
Ravenell and Enforcement Sergeant Phillip Livingston worked 
with the White Hall Police Department to secure the area.

“Unfortunately the bear became lodged in some branches while 
it was still in the tree, so we called a local fire department to use 
their ladder truck,” Hooks said.

The use of the ladder truck was unsuccessful, but as the ani-
mal’s weight shifted it dropped into a small shrubby tree, which 
softened its fall.

“The bear was moved to a remote location, tagged and its 
vitals were monitored until the effects of the tranquilizer wore 
off,” Hooks said. “It showed no apparent injury from the fall as 
it left the release site.”

The particular bear causing last weekend’s commotion was 
a large male, estimated at 3 years or older, but this time of year 
tends to be when the AGFC fields many nuisance bear complaints. 
In almost all of these cases, the offending animal is a young male 
bear that finds its way into trouble after leaving its mother behind. 
Female bears will spend two winters with their cubs: the first 
when they are newborns, and the second as adolescents. In their 
second year, female cubs will be allowed to stay in a portion of 
their mother’s territory, but male bears are forced away to find a 
new home on their own.

“It’s nature’s way of ensuring genetic diversity,” said Myron 
Means, bear program coordinator for the AGFC. “The young 
males will wander for a while until they find a new home with 
good food resources.”

Unfortunately, that search may land young bears in some sticky 
situations with homeowners and businesses near bear country. 
Open trash cans, bowls filled with pet food and areas where people 
have dumped cooking grease or table scraps often attract these 
wayward bears. Wildlife feeders also act as magnets to these young 
bruins, who will take advantage of the free meal.

“The first thing we tell anyone to do when they have a nuisance 
bear in the area is to put away any possible foods, including deer 
feeders, bird feeders and dog food, and to keep trash cans locked 
or put away where they are inaccessible for a couple of days,” 
Means says. “That usually is all it takes for the bear to move on.”

Just like grandpa always told you about snakes and other scary 
critters, bears are much more scared of people than we are of them. 
But if a bear is allowed to stick around, it can begin to associate 
people with a free meal, and that’s when trouble starts. Means 
suggests people who see bears where they don’t want them make 
it clear it needs to move on.

“Making noise, yelling and throwing a rock or two at the bear 
will give it the message that it’s not welcome,” Means said. “Bears 
aren’t aggressive animals and they don’t have a desire for revenge 
or anything. They just realize the area isn’t comfortable to stay in 
and will go away.”

More information about bear awareness and bear safety can 
be found on the cooperative website www.Bearwise.org. This site 
was developed by bear biologists throughout the Southeast and 
includes information specific to Arkansas.

Arkansans reminded
to be ‘Bear Aware’
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PUBLIC NOTICE

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

WINDSHIELDS! WIND-
SHIELDS! CALL WIND-
SHIELDS PLUS.  REPAIRS 
OR REPLACEMENTS ON 
ALL AUTOMOBILES OR 
SEMI TRUCKS.  870-451-
4349. (tf)
--------------------------------------
CLOCK REPAIR & RESTO-
RATION & some watches. 
Franklin Janes, 870-286-2525.  
(fj:tf)
--------------------------------------
THE TERMINATOR PEST 
CONTROL.  870-557-1780. 
(TT:tf)
--------------------------------------
MINI  STORAGE IN MUR-
FREESBORO. 870-845-6304. 
(gs:4-tf)
--------------------------------------
Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 202 W. Howard St. 
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8 p.m. 
Melissa 870-200-5437, Chad 
430-200-7150. 
--------------------------------------

 FOR SALE
ELECTRIC WHEEL CHAIR. 
Portable, light weight, like 
new, low $ or perhaps free to 
senior, 888-442-3390. (WG:tf)
---------------------------------

HELP 
WANTED

HELP WANTED IN BROIL-
ER CHICKEN HOUSES IN 
LOCKESBURG. Must speak 
English. 870-582-4770 and 
870-584-6102. (pd. 44 - 47)
--------------------------------------

FREE 
KITTENS

FREE KITTENS. 200-3792.
(pd. 46 - 47)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Subscribe for only $30 in trade area to the award winning 
Nashville News-Leader
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS 

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:      31PR-20-29-2
WILLIAM C. SHOFNER, DECEASED

NOTICE
Last known address of decedent: 315 N. 6th St., Nashville, 
AR 71852.
Date of Death: March 7, 2020.
On April 24, 2020, an Affidavit for Collection of Small 

Estate by a distributee was filed with respect to the Estate 
of William C. Shofner, deceased, with the Clerk of the 
Probate Division of the Circuit Court of Howard County, 
Arkansas, under Ark. Code Ann. §28-41-101. The legal 
description of the real property listed in the Affidavit is 
as follows:
The North 100 feet of Lots 21, 22, 23, and 24 located in 

Block No. 66 to the City of Nashville, Howard County, 
Arkansas. 
All persons having claims against the Estate must 

exhibit them, properly verified, to the distributee or her 
attorney within three (3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this Notice, or they shall be forever barred 
and precluded from any benefit in the Estate. Provided, 
claims for injury or death caused by negligence of the 
decedent shall be filed within six (6) months from the 
date of the first publication of the Notice, or they shall 
be forever barred and precluded from any benefit in such 
estate. 
This notice first published on the 6th day of May, 2020.
The name and address of the distributee or attorney is:

Karen Shofner,        
By: /s/ Jessica Steel Gunter 
Jessica Steel Gunter,
Attorney at Law
219 N. Main
Nashville, AR 71852
(870) 845-4532
(JSG: 45, 46) 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JAMES EDWARD JONES       31PR-20-14-1

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF ADMINISTRATOR 
AND FILING OF CLAIMS

Estate of JAMES EDWARD JONES, deceased
Last known address of decedent: 1534 Hwy 70 N., Dierks, 
Howard County, AR 71833
Date of Death:  November 9, 2019
The undersigned were appointed Co-Administrators of 

the estate of the above-named decedent on the 15th day 
of APRIL 2020. 
All persons having claims against the estate must 

exhibit them, duly verified, to the undersigned within 
six (6) months from the date of the first publication of 
this notice, or they shall be forever barred and precluded 
from any benefit in the estate. Provided, that claims for 
injury or death caused by the negligence of the decedent 
shall be filed within six (6) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice, or they shall be forever 
barred and precluded from any benefit in the estate. 
This notice first published the 6 day of MAY, 2020. 

David Jones, Mackie Jones & Linda Phelps_ 
Co-Administratrixes
P.O. Box 810, De Queen, AR 71832
Mailing Address  
Erin Hunter
Attorney for Estate
111 N. 4th St.
P.O. Box 810
De Queen, AR 71832
(870) 642-4957
(EH: 45, 46)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:  
WILLIAM EVAN HUGHES                           DECEASED 
55 PR 20-27

NOTICE
Last known address of decedent:  417 Old Kirby Road, 
Murfreesboro, Arkansas
On April 28, 2020, an Affidavit for Collection of Small 

Estate by a distributee was filed with respect to the 
Estate of William Evan Hughes, deceased, with the 
Clerk of the Probate Division of the Circuit Court of 
Pike County, Arkansas, under Ark. Code Ann. §28-41-
101.  The legal description of the real property listed 
in the Affidavit is as follows:  The Northeast Quarter 
(NE1/4) of the Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section 5, 
Township 16 South, Range 18 West, in Columbia County, 
Arkansas; and also:  The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of 
the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of Section 32, Township 
15 South, Range 18 West, INCLUDING all of the existing 
pond in the northern portion of said forty, plus all of the 
existing pond which may lie in the Northwest Quarter 
(NW1/4) of the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4), Section 32, 
Township 15 South, Range 18 West, including 10 feet on 
the North, 10 feet on the East, and 10 feet on the West 
beyoond the natural water line, all in Ouachita County, 
Arkansas; 
All persons having claims agains the Estate must exhibit 

them, properly verified, to the distributee or his attorney 
within three months from the date of first publication of 
this Notice, or they shall be forever barred and precluded 
from any benefit in the Estate.  Provided, claims for 
injury or death caused by negligence of the decedent 
shall be filed within six months from the date of the first 
publication of the notice, or they shall be forever barred 
and precluded from any benefit in such estate.
This notice first published on May 13, 2020.

The name and address of the distributee or attorney is:  
BettyLou Hughes, by
Brasel Law Firm, PLLC
Aaron R Brasel
Post Office Box 813
Nashville, AR 71852
(870) 845-4100 – Telephone 
(AB: 46 - 47)

2019 JEEP COMPASS
VIN: 3C4NJCBB5KT692877
2006 TOYOTA SOLARA
VIN: 4T1CE38P86U743357

2006 NISSAN ALTIMA
VIN: 1N4AL11F96N378127
IS BEING HELD AT BYPASS DIESEL & WRECKER 
SERVICE, INC. 9224 HWY 278 WEST NASHVILLE, 
AR 71852 870-845-1597 DUE TO ABANDONMENT. 
VEHICLE WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC SALE UNLESS 
CLAIMED WITHIN 10 DAYS. FAILURE TO RECLAIM 
VEHICLE WAVES ALL RIGHTS, TITLE, & INTEREST 
IN ABOVE VEHICLE. VEHICLE MAY BE RECLAIMED 
DURING BUSINESS HOURS BY PROVIDING 
OWNERSHIP, AND BY PAYING ALL CHARGES 
AGAINST VEHICLE. 
(BD: 46)

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BID NOTICE
The Dierks School District is accepting bids no the 
refinishing of floors and cleaning of carpets during the 
summer months. Must plan to move furniture in rooms. 
Bis is to include stripping and re-waxing of all tile floors 
and vacuuming and shampooing carpets - including 
labor and supplies. Submit bids to:
Dierks School District, RE: Floor Bids, P.O. Box 124, 
Dierks, AR 71833 by Wednesday, May 27, 2020.  
(DSD: 46-47)
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On Wednesday, May 6, 
UA Cossatot hosted a vir-
tual Zoom press confer-
ence to introduce Robert 
Byrd as the college’s newly 
hired men’s and women’s 
basketball coach. It was 
also announced during the 
conference that Coach Byrd 
would also be taking on the 
role of athletic director for 
UA Cossatot.

UA Cossatot Chancel-
lor, Dr. Steve Cole, kicked 
off the conference by wel-
coming everyone and then 
introducing Coach Byrd. 
Dr. Cole said, “We are very 
pleased and excited to have 
Coach Byrd take on the role 
of Head Basketball Coach 
and Athletic Director for the 
college. We were looking for 
a talented player’s coach, 
and that is what we found 
in Coach Byrd.”

Byrd recently complet-
ed his second year as an 
Assistant Coach for the 
University of St. Thomas 
Men’s Basketball team in 
Houston, Texas. For the 

2019-2020 season, the Celts 
finished 24-2 overall and 
16-2 in the SCAC to win the 
conference regular-season 
championship. The Celts 
were ineligible for postsea-
son play due to their transi-
tion from NAIA to NCAA. 
Nevertheless, the Celts won 
their first-round game in 
the USCAA D1 National 
Tournament. After their first 
game, the tournament was 
canceled due to COVID-19. 
The Celts were the #2 seed 
and were ranked second in 
the USCAA D1 National 
Poll.

During the 2018-2019 
season, the Celts finished 
the season 23-11 overall 
and 11-7 in RRAC play. This 
earned them the #4 seed in 
the RRAC tournament. The 
Celts ultimately won the 
Red River Athletic Confer-
ence Tournament Champi-
onship by first knocking off 
#2 nationally ranked LSUA 
in the semifinals and beat-
ing #15 ranked LSUS in the 
championship game. They 

received a #22 ranking in the 
final NAIA D1 national poll 
and a #6 seed in the NAIA 
D1 National Tournament.

Coach Byrd joined the 
Celts after serving one year 
as an assistant and six years 
as Head Men’s Basketball 
Coach at Lone Star College-
CyFair. During his time 
at LSC-CyFair, Robert ac-
cumulated over 20 wins in 
each of his six seasons as 
Head Coach and guided 
over 30 players to 4-year 
universities on athletic and 
academic scholarships.

Coach Byrd participated 
in the NBPA Top 100 camp 
in 2005 as a camper and also 
worked with the NBPA Top 
100 camp from 2009-2016 
as a Camp Counselor and 
Assistant Equipment Man-
ager. After graduating from 
the University of Houston 
with a BA in Psychology, 
Coach Byrd also pursued a 
Master’s degree in Educa-
tional Leadership from the 
University of North Texas.

Coach Byrd stated dur-

UA Cossatot hires 
new hoops coach, AD

Coach Robert Byrd
ing the conference, “I want 
to thank God, my family, 
and Dr. Cole for this oppor-
tunity. I am excited about 
athletics at UA Cossatot, 
and I am looking forward to 
getting started. I am excited 

about building relation-
ships. It is important to me 
to help the players at UA 
Cossatot on and off the court 
in basketball, in academics, 
and in life.”

Coach Byrd is set to begin 

work at UA Cossatot this 
summer. Colts and Lady 
Colt’s basketball tryouts 
will be announced at a later 
date. For more information, 
Coach Byrd can be con-
tacted at rbyrd@cccua.edu

In response to the possibility of appointing a member to 
fill out the remainder of alderman Tom Wilson’s term, the 
Delight City Council opted to take no action.

Wilson, who passed away recently, had a term that will 
extend to the end of the year.

Mayor Paul Lane said 5 people -- Pat Davis, Chris Givens, 
Valarie Wingfield, Bobby Robinson and Mike Gillham -- had 
all approached him about filling the seat.

After a short discussion in which it was noted that 
whomever was appointed to fill the position wouldn’t be 
able to run for election to the spot in November’s general 
election, the board opted to simply ride out the short term 
and let the will of the people decide.

It was noted that were there to be any tie in voting by the 
board that Mayor Paul Lane would be forced to break the tie.

The City was advised by Prescott based lawyer Glenn 
Vasser that previous discussion of the city taking over the 
former Kiddieland building to allow the local chapter of 
Rural Community Action (RCA) to use the building as an 
office and to operate a resale pallet business wouldn’t be in 
the best interest of the city.

RCA had inquired about getting the building from the 
South Pike County School Board, who previously stated 
they preferred to donate it to the city, as a non-profit gov-
ernmental entity.

No action was taken on the matter.
After an executive session, the city accepted the resigna-

tion of City Fire Chief Dustin Staten and named Michael 
Avery as chief and Canaan Elmer as assistant chief, effective 
immediately.

Lane told the board that the former Alltel Building, now 
owned by the City and utilized as a storage building, had 
lost a significant number of shingles in the recent storms. 
Stating that it was not yet leaking, Lane said the 12‘x10’ 
building needed a new roof, and presented the council with 
a single bid of $1,750 for a metal roof, which he said would 
best solve the issue. The council asked for him to gain a few 
more bid before they would make a final decision.

Two properties that had been questioned before about 
blight issues again came up for discussion, with one featur-
ing washing machines and dryers as a possible haven for 
snakes and mosquitoes.

The other property, which had been considered for 
cleanup by the city’s two civic organizations -- RCA and 
Southeast Pike County Alliance -- was now going to be at 
the landowner’s discretion after the organizations decided 
against the venture and a barbed wire fence was installed 
around the property.

“You know how much trouble we have wanting people 
to clean up their properties,” said alderman Keith Woods.

Alderman Ronnie Cox, noted the lack of enforcement 
capability by the City, despite laws on the books prohibiting 
blight. He noted that that the State Highway Department 
really got results when they “cracked down” on issues, but 
said the City was not in that position.

“We can be like the rest of them and complain about it,” 
he said resignedly. “It all comes back to not being able to 
enforce the laws.”

Alderman Randy Abbott said that delight resident Ken-
neth Teeter had arranged for the playing of TAPS at the 
Delight Veterans Memorial this Memorial Day, May 25 at 
5 p.m. It will also be investigated if a 21-gun salute can be 
arranged.

In addition, Veterans Memorial organizers have asked 
that water be piped to the landmark for plant watering 
purposes. After discussion, it was stated that off First Street 
on the south side of the property would be the most likely 
scenario, so as to avoid crossing the highway and the bu-
reaucratic permits and red tape.

The council discussed the unconfirmed report that a 
young resident was bitten by a roaming dog. Recorder 
Brent Alexander said he would pull what the City had on 
file as well as examples from other surrounding cities, and 
the council said they may consider a ban on pit bull terriers 
inside city limits.

Delight City Council to let late member’s remaining term ride out
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