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By Louie Graves
News-Leader staff
Early voting for the Nov. 3 

General Election is underway in 
Howard County and throughout 
Arkansas.

In Howard County, early voting  
is only at the Carter Day Center on 
North Main, Nashville. 

On weekdays early voting will 
be from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

On the two Saturdays in the 
early voting period, voting will be 
from 10-4.

The early voting period ends at 
6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 2, the eve of 
election day.

In addition to the candidates, 
Arkansas voters will see four ballot 
issues: (1) Defining who is eligible 
to vote; (2) the right to keep and 
bear arms; (3) Allowing the legisla-
ture to create programs, loans and 
grants using public money, and 
to create economic development 
districts; and (4) Issuing up to $500 
million in water, waste disposal 

and pollution abatement bonds.
Contested races for local, state, 

and national positions with names 
in order of ballot position: 

Howard County
Sheriff/Collector --- Joey Da-

vis, Republican; Alex L. Gamble, 
Democrat.

Justice of the Peace District 9 
--- John Reeder Raulerson, Repub-
lican; Juanita Jackson, Democrat.

City of Nashville
Mayor --- Mayor Larry Dun-

away, Republican; Denise Wood-
ruff, Independent; Kelly Rhea 
Windham, Independent.

Nashville City Council Ward 1 
Position 2, Joe Hoen, Independent; 
Susan Berruquin, Democrat.

Nashville City Council Ward 
5 Position 2, Gynder D. Benson, 
Independent; Carol Mitchell, In-
dependent.

City of Dierks
Mayor --- Ronald Cogburn, 

Independent; Jesse Edge, Inde-
pendent.

Treasurer --- Sherri Edge, Inde-
pendent; Kristi Janes, Independent.

United States of America
U.S. Senate --- Senator Tom Cot-

ton, Republican; Hallie Shoffner, 
Democrat; Jeff Wadlin, Libertarian.

U.S. Congress District 4 --- 
Congressman Bruce Westerman, 
Republican; James ‘Rus’ Russell 
III, Democrat.

State of Arkansas
Governor --- State Senator Fred 

Love, Democrat; Governor Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders, Republican; 
Colt Shelby, Libertarian.

Lieutenant Governor --- Lieu-
tenant Governor Leslie Rutledge, 
Republican; Michael Kalagias, 
Libertarian.

Secretary of State --- Michael 
Pakko, Libertarian; Kelly Grappe, 
Democratic; Senator Kim Hammer, 
Republican.

Commissioner of State Lands--- 
Secretary of State Cole Jester, 
Republican; Christopher Olson, 
Libertarian.
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EARLY VOTING BEGINS. On Monday, the first day of early voting for the 2026 General Election, 
among the poll workers at the Carter Day Center on North Main in Nashville were Margie Green, left, 
Brenda Watson, and Derenda Butler. On weekdays early voting will be from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. On the two 
Saturdays in the early voting period, voting will be from 10-4. Voters must show photo ID.

By Louie Graves
News-Leader staff
After a half-hour of discus-

sion, and hearing from oppos-
ing sides, the Howard County 
Quorum Court split its vote 
5-3 to a replacement on the 
Mineral Springs School Board.

District Supt. Jondavid Am-
erson and school board hope-
ful Brittany Rosenbaum both 
spoke. Amerson declined to 
say why Rosembaun’s contract 
as a school resource officer, but 
said the board was unanimous Early voting underway for Nov. 3 election

JPs split vote
on MS board
replacement

School board
hears NJHS
portal update
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By John R. Schirmer
News-Leader staff
ASHDOWN - After trailing 7-6 

at halftime, the Nashville Scrappers 
outscored Ashdown 29-6 the rest 
of the way to take a 35-13 District 
7-4A win over the Panthers Friday 
night, Oct. 16. 

The Scrappers (7-0, 4-0) held 
Ashdown to 208 yards total of-
fense, with 41 of those yards com-
ing on a Panther TD strike in the 
first half.

Nashville is ranked second in 
Class 4A by the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette and by Rex Nelson’s Road 
to the Rock Rankings. For the first 
time this season, the Scrappers 
moved into the Democrat-Gazette’s 
overall top 10 Sunday, coming in 
10th behind Class 4A Stuttgart at 
number nine.

Ashdown is 3-4 overall, 2-2 in 
7-4A.

On offense, Nashville struggled 
at times and recorded 389 total 
yards, the lowest total of the sea-
son, according to Coach Brad 
Chesshir.

“Obviously, we didn’t play 
very well offensively,” Chesshir 
said. “We had some mental errors, 
uncharacteristic things that we nor-
mally don’t do. There were a lot of 

opportunities that we missed and 
have to be better at.”

The Scrappers were inside the 
five-yardline twice, Chesshir said, 
but came away without points.

Nashville was stopped once 
near the goal line in the first half.

During the third quarter, Jacoby 
Hopson “was in for a touchdown, 
but they didn’t call it and Ashdown 
stopped us on fourth and one the 
next play,” Chesshir said.

Nashville’s only touchdown of 
the first half came on a run by Bryce 
Perrin. The extra point attempt was 
no good, leaving the Scrappers on 
top 6-0.

Ashdown scored later, and the 
teams went to halftime with the 
Panthers ahead 7-6.

The Scrappers took the lead for 
good on a safety with 4:33 left in 
the third quarter, putting Nashville 
up 8-6.

“Offensively, we missed some 
opportunities in the air. Coach 
[Zach] Stewart spent some time in 
the film room with DJ [Jefferson, 
quarterback] to show that we tried 
to take big plays too many times 
instead of shorter routes,” Chesshir 
said.

By Don Hall
News-Leader staff
Many folks in our part of the 

world call Walt Disney World, in 
Orlando, Fla., the “Happiest Place 
on Earth.” 

I couldn’t tell you if it is or isn’t. 
I’m a beach person, and the only 
beaches in Orlando are man-made; 
if you’re not careful, you might be 
an alligator’s lunch.

My family started going to the 
beaches on the Gulf more than 40 
years ago. We began with Long 
Beach, Miss. Big mistake. Nothing 
for the kids to do.

Then we tried Biloxi. Only go 
there if you want to take the kids 
to the casino.

Gulf Shores was good, but a bit 
“touristy.” 

Next was Orange Beach. Good, 
but not great.

Over the years we tried Pen-
sacola, Navarre, and Destin. Nice 

beaches, but way too many people, 
and traffic that would rival I-635 at 
rush hour.

We kept going farther down the 
Gulf Coast and thought we had 
finally found our Happy Place 
at Mexico Beach, 20 miles east of 
Panama City. 

It was Old Florida, no chain 
motels or restaurants, no high-rise 
condos, no crowds, a beautiful 
beach, and a slower pace of life 
than any of the others.

Then in 2018, Hurricane Mi-
chael, the only Cat 5 hurricane to 
ever hit the Panhandle, flattened 
Mexico Beach. Literally. They say 
that 160 mph winds tend to do that. 

The town has since been rebuilt, 
but it’ll never be the same. All of the 
classic, rustic Old Florida buildings 
are gone.

Then someone told us about St. 
George Island.

St. George Island is the farthest 

Scrapper ‘D’ shines
in win at Ashdown

beach on the Gulf from Arkansas. 
Located in the Panhandle of Florida 
and just 15 minutes from Apala-

chicola, it’s four miles off the coast 

See Win • Page 5A

See Happy • Page 5A

Nashville’s fall festival 
will be Saturday, Oct. 
24, at 3 p.m. 

The event will include 
“Main Street music” 
and more, according to 
organizers.

There will be food 
trucks, bounce houses, 
hay rides, train rides and 
more.

Twilight Tunes will 
feature a local Dolly 
Parton impersonator, 
The event will include 
a Dolly party to honor 
her legacy and memory. 
There will also be a 
Dolly look-alike contest.

Attendees are also in-
vited to dress up for the 
Superhero Showdown 
by wearing a superhero 
costume or the uniform 
of a sports hero.

Nashville Parks and 
Recreation will host the 
Halloween Trick or Treat 
Trail Thursday, Oct. 29, 
from 5-7 p.m.

The costume contest 
will begin at 5:30 p.m.

Contact the park to 
set up at 870-845-7405.

Halloween
trail Oct. 29
at city park

The Nashville Christ-
mas parade will be Mon-
day, Dec. 7, at 5 p.m.

The Nashville Cham-
ber of Commerce en-
courages participants to 
register early by going to 
the chamber’s website 
and signing up.

“Whether you rep-
resent a local busi-
ness, a church, a civic 
organization, a school 
group, or just want to roll 
through the streets in 
your favorite decorated 
vehicle, there’s a spot 
in this parade for you,” 
organizers say. “We 
welcome a wide range 
of entries across several 
participation categories, 
so everyone has a way 
to join the fun.”

Categories include 
the following:

Non-religious entries
Religious entries
Non-float entries 

including trucks, cars 
and more.

Registration is free.

Christmas
parade set
for Dec. 7
in Nashville
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TRAPPED PANTHER. Scrapper defender Milik Gilliam (52) brings 
down the Ashdown ball carrier Oct. 16. More pictures, 1B and 6B.

HAPPY PLACE. Don and Jaree Hall of Nashville at St. George Is-
land in Florida.

St. George Island provides
guests a look at ‘Old Florida’

By John R. Schirmer
News-Leader staff
The Nashville School Board 

heard several reports and dealt 
with business matters during 
the regular meeting for Octo-
ber Monday night.

Nashville Junior High 
Counselor Laken McAdams 
presented the Scrapper Mo-
ment on the school’s Launch 
for Students program.

Launch is an online plat-
form mandated by the state. 
It is designed to keep up with 
students’ success plans, com-
munity service hours and 
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Obituaries AT ROTARY CLUB, 
LAST WEEK. Josh 

Williams, superintendent 
of Historic Washington 

State Park, spoke to 
Nashville Rotary Club 

about coming events at 
the park including the 

Civil War Weekend, Nov. 
7-8. The event includes 

Civil War enactors at the 
Prairie D’Ane battlefield 

north of Prescott, the 
nearest battlefield to 
Washington.The city 
played a privotal role 

in Arkansas’s Civil War 
history, he said.

Jane Jones
Jane Jones was born April 

13, 1947, in McCaskill, Ark., 
to Elmer Van White and 
Laura Odell Wilson White. 
She was the second of nine 
children. She joined the 
United States Army in 1966 
after one year of studies at 
Southern Arkansas Univer-
sity. She was stationed in 
Maryland where she met 
the love of her life, Bill Jones. 
Jane and Bill were married 
March 23, 1968, and shared 
50 years together before his 
passing in 2018.

After her military career, 
Jane became a homemaker 
in New Jersey where her 
two children were born. Jane 
and Bill moved their fam-
ily to Arkansas in 1975 and 
stayed actively involved in 
the community, participat-
ing in their children’s school 
events and staying active 
in the Methodist Church. 
Jane was passionate about 
her faith with anyone who 
would listen.

Once the children were 
both in school, Jane entered 
the nursing profession and 
worked many years in local 
doctor’s offices doing what 
she loved to do the best -- 
help people in need. After 
she retired from nursing, she 
established a local food bank 
where she continued to help 
people for many more years. 
Her door was always open 
for to people in need, even 
if they just needed someone 
to talk to about whatever 
challenges they were facing. 
Jane and Bill spent many 
summers at Camp Pioneer 
in Hatfield, Ark., as Bill was 
actively involved in Boy 
Scouts of America and Jane 
always wanted to be by his 
side.

Jane was preceded in 
death by her parent, Elmer 

Van and Laura Odell Wil-
son White; her husband, 
Bill Jones; one sister, Juanita 
Jean Moore; three brothers, 
Jimmy Van White, Jason 
Mac White and Jeffery Allen 
White.

She is survived by one 
daughter Cindy Willard 
and son-in-law Mike Wil-
lard, one son Greg Jones 
and daughter-in-law Shan-
non Jones; grandchildren 
Chris and Sarah Willard, 
Garrett Willard, Danica 
and Jeff Yates, Sierra and 
Jonathan Williamson; great-
grandchildren, Rowan Wil-
lard and Cash Yates; special 
friends Retha Ward, Arletha 
Guerra and Norm Adam-
son.

Visitation will be Mon-
day, Oct. 19 from 5-7 p.m. 
at Nashville Funeral Home. 
Services will be Tuesday, Oct. 
20 at 1:30 p.m. at Nashville 
Global Methodist Church 
with Wade Eggers officiat-
ing, and special words from 
Gerald Moses and Justin 
White. Burial will follow in 
Avery’s Chapel Cemetery 
near McCaskill, Ark.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rials may be made to the 
Nashville Global Methodist 
Church, PO Box 1571, Nash-
ville, AR 71852.

Carolyn Smith Busby
Carolyn Smith Busby, 

age 79, of Nashville, Ark., 
passed away peacefully at 
home on Thursday, Oct. 15, 
2026. She was born at Buck 
Range on Feb. 3, 1947.

Carolyn spent many 
years working at Quality 
Shoe Store in downtown 
Nashville. She later worked 
at Poulan before opening 
her own daycare in her 
home, where she lovingly 
cared for children. She loved 
spending time outdoors in 
her yard, taking great pride 
in her flowers and land-

scaping. She also enjoyed 
watching the birds, finding 
joy in the simple beauty 
of nature. Carolyn was a 
member of Liberty Baptist 
Church, where she faithfully 
attended until she was no 
longer able to travel.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Gilbert 
and Ellen Smith of Saratoga; 
her brother, Lawrence Smith 
of Mineral Springs; and her 
beloved husband married 
Oct. 27, 1981, of 44 years, 
Bruman “Jerry” Busby, who 
passed away just under four 
months before her.

Carolyn leaves behind 
four children: Tyra and Gary 
Hughes of Nashville; Jeremy 
and Stacey Busby of Nash-
ville; Michael Funderburke 
of Lockesburg; and James 
and Marcie Busby of Dallas, 
Texas. She is also survived 
by four grandchildren: Todd 
and Kathryn Hughes; Abbie 
and Tom Hughes; Kristen 
and Deven Cupstid of Mau-
melle; and Brayden Funder-
burke of Conway.

Her legacy continues 
through her five great-
grandchildren: Cooper and 
Kip Cogburn of Nashville; 
and Madilynn and Melany 
Hughes and Baylee Smith 
of Nashville.

Carolyn also leaves be-
hind a very special dog, 
Katie, and two very special 
ladies who lovingly cared for 
her, Holly Stewart and Ambe 
Benson.

Visitation will be held on 
Saturday, October 17, 2026, 
at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary 
at Liberty Baptist Church. 
The funeral service will fol-
low at 11:00 a.m. under the 
pavilion, with burial at Lib-
erty Baptist Cemetery.

Carolyn will be lovingly 
remembered for her car-
ing heart, her love for her 
family, and the beauty she 
brought to the world around 
her. Whether tending to her 
flowers, enjoying the birds in 
her yard, or spending time 
with Katie, she found happi-
ness in the things she loved. 
Though she will be deeply 
missed, the memories she 
created and the love she 
shared will forever remain in 
the hearts of her family and 
all who knew her.

You may send an online 
sympathy message at www.

latimerfuneralhome.com.

Gregory Ruchalski
Gregory “Pooh” Ruchal-

ski, age 71, of Delight passed 
away Saturday, Oct. 17, 2026, 
in Hot Springs, Ark. He was 
born Dec. 12, 1954, in Nash-
ville, Ark., to the late Chester 
Lewis and Dennis (Marshall) 
Ruchalski. Pooh loved hunt-
ing, fishing, camping on the 
river, gardening, singing and 
playing music.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Ches-
ter Ruchalski and Dennis 
Ruchalski; daughter, Tara 
Ruchalski; and sisters, Lin-
da McDonald and Shirley 
Forbes.

Pooh is survived by 
brother, Mike Ruchalski; 
sister, Debbie Hill, both of 
Delight; and several neph-
ews, nieces, cousins, and 
many friends.  Visitation will 
be 6-8 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 
22, 2026, at Ruggles-Wilcox 
Chapel.  Graveside services 
with Military Honors are 2 
p.m., Friday, Oct. 23, 2026, 
at Antoine Cemetery with 
Zane Woodall officiating.

Pallbearers are Marshall 
Bain, Jimmy Henderson, 
Randy Buck, Robert Star-
ling, Ronald “Putt” Russell, 
and Paul “Tubby” Sturman.   
Arrangements are by Smith 
Family Funeral Home/Rug-
gles-Wilcox Chapel.
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Public Record of Howard County
Items or documents that 

were filed, issued or record-
ed at the Howard County, 
Ark., courthouse Thursday, 
Oct. 8-Wednesday, Oct. 14, 
2026, unless noted other-
wise, included:

Marriage Licenses
(Marriage licenses cost 

$60 at the County Clerk’s 
office)

Oct. 08. Adrian Lathan 
Aguirre 21, Ozan, and Niki-
ta Carnecia Nequell Haislip, 
35, Nashville.

Oct. 08. Jeffrey Wayne 
Martin, 82, Umpire, and 
Phyllis Ann Martin, 79, Um-
pire.

Oct. 08. Eric Dewayne 
Shelley, 54, Ozan, and Haide 
Ceniza Canete, 41, Ozan.

Oct. 09. Charles D. School-
ey, 39, Mineral Springs, and 
Hanna Lee Helick, 37, Min-
eral Springs.

Civil Court
CV26-202, Oct. 12. Veloc-

ity Investments, LLC vs. 
Jondavid Amerson. Debt.

CV26-203, Oct.12. Bank of 
America vs. Kershaw Brenis. 
Contract.

CV26-204, Oct. 12. Arvest 
Bank vs. Ransdale Hocka-
day. Contract.

Domestic
Relations Court
DR26-97, Oct. 6. Arkan-

sas Office of Child Support 
Enforcement vs. Remington 
Bearden. Support.

DR26-98, Oct. 12. Ashley 
Westfall vs. Timothy West-
fall. Divorce.

Criminal Court
(NOTE: POCS = posses-

sion of controlled substance; 
PODP = possession of drug 
paraphernalia; DOCS = de-
livery of controlled sub-
stance. Defendants are inno-
cent until proven otherwise.)

No new Criminal Court 
cases since CR26-68, Oct. 5.

Land Transactions
Quitclaim Deed
Oct. 08. Charles Rich-

ard Schooley, deceased,and 
Stacy Schooley, husband 
and wife; to Stacy Schooley 
and James Richard Schooley, 
Joint tenants; aggregate 2.23 
ac. in S9/S10 T11S R27W.

Oct. 14. Beverly Kay Ad-
ams and Terry Adams, her 
husband; to Lauren Pen-
nington and Braden Pen-

124 years ago: September 
1902

A. A. Stewart and Jabin 
Flood, the former a married 
man, are in jail at Murfrees-
boro, in default of a $500 
bond each, upon a serious 
charge.

The men are in custody 
for enticing Rosa and Rob-
bie Hendrix, aged 15 and 
13 from the home of their 
mother, M. K. Jefferies, near 
Tokie in Pike County, and 
taking them to Belton, where 
they detained them in a va-
cant house until they were 
found by their grandfather, 
Mr. Tony Crawford and an 
officer who went in search 
of them.

Flood got the girls away 
from home by telling their 
mother that he had procured 
a license to marry the older, 
and that they were going to 
Roy to have the ceremony 
performed.

____
80 years ago: August 1946
Flying V Rodeo will show 

at Scrapper Field Friday and 
Saturday nights.  The Flying 
V Rodeo with a big group of 
cowboys and cowgirls will 

show under the flood lights 
on Scrapper Field under the 
auspices of the Nashville 
Fire Department. They will 
feature cowboy and cowgirl 
bronc riding, calf roping, 
Brahma bull riding, bulldog-
ging, clown and special acts. 
The show will start at 8:30 
and the management an-
nounced that a parade will 
be made on Main Street in 
the business section of Nash-
ville at 6:00 each afternoon.

(Adv.) It’s Bill’s Drive Inn 
for lunches; steaks, chicken 
with hot biscuits. We reserve 
booths for your party. Just 
let us know.  For food:  Ask 
for it the way you like it… 
that’s the way we want to fix 
it. Peach truckers welcome.

_____
64 years ago: August 1962
Palouse meant “the 

stream of green meadows” 
to the Nez Perce Indians in 
the Pacific Northwest.  The 
spotted paint pony of the 
tribe is known today as the 
Appaloosa horse.

A descendant of the Nez 
Perce pony is in the posses-
sion today of a Nashville 
man who loves his horses.  

He is Lee Benafield, who 
operates the motel of that 
name.  The 5-year old Appa-
loosa in his corral is known 
as V.C.’s Pancho. 

The Appaloosa has a fas-
cinating history. The horse 
was known in China 20 
centuries before as a “heav-
enly horse” and in Persia as 
the “sacred horse.” Through 
warfare, the Appaloosa 
strain moved from Asia to 
Spain to Mexico to the Pa-
cific Northwest.

Mr. Benafield believes 
Pancho is the only Appa-
loosa in this area.

___
44 years ago: August 1982
A musical is scheduled 

at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the 
Center Point Community 
Building. The Cedar Tree 
Four of Broken Bow, Okla-
homa, a gospel group, will 
be featured; admission is 
free and refreshments will 
be served.

Square dance lessons will 
begin at 8:00 p.m. Monday at 
the Center Point Communi-
ty Building.  The lessons are 
sponsored by the Diamond 
Squares.

Umpire Seniors, 1975, included Paul Faulkner, Laura Kitchens, Russell Jones, Gary 
Arivett, Linda Aylor, Dennis Kitchens, Patricia Kesterson, Janie Kirby, Renda Cogburn 
and Cynthia Pate

nington, her husband; 19 ac. 
in S11 T6S R29W.

Fiduciary Deed
Oct. 09. Laverne Knight, 

successor trustee of the Ju-
lius C. Crofton Separate 
Property Trust; to Nicole 
Lian Crofton and Cory Crof-
ton; aggregate 22.14 ac. in S1 
T11S R28W.

Oct. 09. Laverne Knight, 
distributee of the estate of 
Julius C. Crofton, deceased; 
to Laverne Knight succes-
sor trustee of the Julius C. 
Crofton Separate Property 
Trust; aggregate 22.14 ac. in 
S1 T11S R28W.

Trustee Deed
Oct. 12. David Ackley, 

trustee of the Herbert E. 
Ackley and Rubye F. Ackley 
Revocable Living Trust; to 
Brenda Hill; 10.2 ac in S22 
T9S R27W. $55,000.

Beneficiary Deed
Oc t .  14.  Thomas L . 

McJunkins and wife Angela 
Stewart McJunkins; to Diana 
Renee McJunkins; 3 tracts, 
Lots 13 thru 17, and part of 
Lot 18, Block 42 and Lots 7 
thru 10 and part of Lot 6, all 
in Block 42, Nashville.

Warranty Deed
Oct. 09. Roberto Campos, 

et al; to Roberto Campos and 

Ana Maria Capos, a married 
couple; property in S23 T9S 
R27W. $0.

Oct. 13. Vernon Glenn 
Lance and Cynthia Ann 
Garner Lance; to Vernon 
Glenn Lance and Cynthia 
Ann Garner Lance, trustees 
of the Vernon Glenn Lance 
and Cynthia Ann Garner 
Lance Joint Revocable Trust; 
34 ac. in S16 T9S R27W.

Oct. 13. Vernon Glenn 
Lance and Cynthia Ann 
Garner Lance; to Vernon 
Glenn Lance, et al; Lot 7, 
part of Lot 8, Block 13, Mc-
Cullough’s Addition, Town 
of Mineral Springs.

Oct. 13. Vernon Glenn 
Lance and Cynthia Ann 
Garner Lance; to Vernon 
Glenn Lance, et al; Lots 1-2, 
Block 10, George H. Bell’s 
Addition, City of Nashville.

Oct. 13. Vernon Glenn 
Lance and Cynthia Ann 
Garner Lance; to Vernon 
Glenn Lance, et al; 2 tracts, 
Lots 2-3; part of Lot 3, all in 
Original Town of Nashville.

Oct. 13. Jeffrey Linville 
and Kimberly Linville, hus-
band and wife; to Chance 
Reed and Sydney Reed, 
husband and wife; 28.12 ac. 
in S1 T29S R28W.

By Patsy Young
A local business owner 

discussed interior design 
and more with the Howard 
County Retired School Em-
ployees Association Oct. 14.

Mary Carolyn Bailey, a 
Murfreesboro native, re-
turned to the area recently to 
establish Topiary at Spring-
hill Farm, a distinctive farm-
house boutique located nine 
miles from Nashville at 385 
Springhill Church Road.  
Her boutique offers a wide 
range of décor items from 
elegant to rustic. She spe-
cializes in furnishings for 
porches, patios and leisure 
spaces.

 After leaving the family 
farm, where she completed 
chores and helped with the 
family business, Smith Meat 
Packing Company, Bailey 
became a teacher and ad-
ministrator.

After retiring from teach-
ing, she began her farm-
house boutique business 
in Pike County, which also 
includes giving tours at the 
Yellow House in Murfrees-
boro built in 1905 by Jim 

and Annie Lockeby. The 
Lockebys were Bailey’s great 
grandparents. 

The dog-trot house was 
restored in 1996 and is now 
on the Historic Register in 
the state.  

After Bailey’s presenta-
tion, which included several  
door prizes, the meeting 
was called to order by Presi-

dent Judy Cassady, who also 
led the group in the Pledge 
of Allegiance.   

Minutes were read by 
secretary Ruth Ann Jacobs, 
and treasurer Linda Camp-
bell gave the financial re-
port.

 The meeting was held 
at the Fair Barn. Lunch was 
served by Bi Yu Catering.

News-Leader photo/PATSY YOUNG
Retired school employee Ruth Ann Jacobs visits Mary 
Carolyn Bailey, owner of Topiary at Springhill Farm.

Business owner visits school retirees
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Point of view
Something scary
Spooky trek on the tracks
to see the Gurdon Light
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A friend who cannot love you
AI companions and the God who made us for fellowship

LETTER
State doesn’t need Washington, D.C., politics

To the editor:
Arkansas deserves a governor 

focused on the well-being of the 
people who live here, not on Wash-
ington’s political playbook, which 
has poisoned our society.

Remember the LEARNS Act 
“debate”? Remember when Ar-
kansans and even our precious 
teachers were labeled “enemies” 
by the current administration 
for merely asking questions and 
expressing concerns? That’s spite-
ful Washington politics. After her 
debate failure, Sanders also delib-
erately lied about Colt Shelby’s 
position. This is also the vile, fear-
mongering of Washington politics.

To Independents, Libertarians, 
and others, now is the time to vote 

for a better future. We just need 
to change the trajectory. Think of 
this as the first step toward a uni-
fied, cooperative Arkansas that 
empowers citizens while rejecting 
Washington’s partisan degeneracy. 
Both candidates are an upgrade.

To Republicans, this election is 
a legitimate opportunity to bring 
common sense and cooperation 
back to Arkansas. There is no rea-
son to fear Love or Shelby. If Love 
should prevail, ultimately he will 
be balanced by a Republican Con-
gress. And your vote for Shelby 
will bring a transparent, balanced 
government back to the people. 
Imagine being a part of a legitimate 
civic process rather than having it 
dictated to you by a Washington 

parrot.
To Democrats, this election is an 

opportunity for real change. You 
must vote and encourage others 
to vote. If Shelby takes 20% from 
Sanders, and you vote in record 
numbers, you’ll win. Dump the 
disruptive Washington rhetoric 
and, in the spirit of cooperation, 
work with Arkansas Republicans 
to bring industry, jobs, and pros-
perity to our state.

My fellow Arkansans, we have 
already seen the best Governor 
Sanders offers. Now is the time. 
Let’s do this together. Let’s get 
out and vote to end Washington 
politics in Arkansas.

Allen Johnson
Pisgah, Arkansas

YES, I AM STILL HERE peeking out my window on Main Street, and 
as I promised both of you I am writing about another thing that scares 
me at Halloween time. It is my memory of a 
trip to see the Gurdon Light.

I have had more than one scary experience 
with that phenomenon.

Three or four, to be exact.
The first was the best (or worst). It was 

this time of year. Our John Balch and I were 
in Gurdon for the newspaper to cover the 
Gurdon-Mineral Springs football game.

It was kind of a wet evening, but it wasn’t 
exactly raining. The game was over and we 
decided we had enough time to dash out to 
the railroad tracks and try to see the Gurdon Light. We were both pretty 
skeptical that the thing existed.

The tracks cross a remote highway north of town. That’s where we 
parked. We could go north on the tracks, or we could go south. We 
decided to go north, and naturally it was the wrong way. We reversed 
course after we had huffed-and-puffed about a half mile.

If you’ve ever walked on railroad tracks then you would know that 
it is muy difficult. Especially at night when it’s not exactly raining.

We crossed back over the highway and continued south past an eerie 
old abandoned graveyard, and over three railroad trestles that spanned 
deep ditches.

Finally we figgered we had gone far enough. Even then I was fat 
and lazy. John was fit and could have walked all night except ...... we 
saw the Light.

It seemed to be a ways down the tracks. A very bright white light, 
and it seemed to swing from side-to-side just like the legendary lantern 
swung by a railroad man who was looking for his head that was severed 
in an accident.

We were mesmerized by the intense light. The color reminded me of 
an old carbide camping lantern.

Then John said “Hey, that thing seems to be coming toward us.”
I agreed.
John said: “If it keeps coming I am going to push you down Old 

Man and I’ll run back to the highway where it’s safe. Quick, give me 
the keys to your truck.”

You really wouldn’t run off and leave me, would you? I asked.
John said: “Doggone right, and I can outrun you.”
Whatever it was, it finally stopped advancing on us.
We woulda stayed longer but the bravest one of our twosome said 

he had to get back for some reason that escapes my memory right now.
On the way back to our buggy we met two Texans who were there 

for the same reason we were. “You’re going in the right direction,” we 
told them, “and we really saw it.”

John and I were lucky that we got away from The Light. We were 
also lucky that I happened to have two cold beers stowed in a small 
cooler in the truck toolbox.

To this day we both can honestly tell questioners that we really, really 
did see something on those tracks on a wet night.

Subsequently, I made other trips down those tracks.
Twice with daughter Julie and our town’s police chief, the late Larry 

Yates, and another time with my daughter only.
With the police chief we saw only hundreds of tiny twinkling blue 

lights on the creek bank under the trestle.
I was glad to know that the chief was ‘packing.’
On one of the trips only with Julie we didn’t see anything, but there 

was something in the bushes that made the awfullest, scariest sounds 
we’ve ever heard (and I have personally heard Texas fans at a football 
game at Austin). I considered pushing Julie down and outrunning her 
back to the truck.

There was a lot of interest in the Gurdon Light in those years, and 
lots of people from here hiked down those tracks in hopes of having a 
scary sighting of their own to brag about.

Then one group from here said they were robbed by another group 
on the tracks, and that pretty well put an end to expeditions by curious 
visitors from Howard County.

At about the same time period the Red River Astronomy Club had a 
meeting and hamburger cookout for skywatchers in a pasture outside 
of Nashville. They invited the chairman of the physics department at 
Henderson State University to speak. His advertised topic was the 
Gurdon Light.

I crashed the meeting in order to mooch a free burger and to hear the 
perfesser. He gave a very interesting talk, and said that every year he sent 
his freshman students in small groups down those tracks to experience 
the Gurdon Light. Some groups saw it, some didn’t.

In an effort to explain the Light, the perfesser said that there were 
several ways nature creates light.

I can’t remember all of them now. In fact, I can’t remember any of 
them. But I DO remember how skeert I was when John said he’d push me 
down and leave me to my fate with whatever it was waving that lantern.

---- --- 
THINGS I LEARNED from opening e-mail: “Exercise helps you with 

decision-making. It’s true. I went for a run this morning and decided 
I’m never doing that again.”

---- --- 
HE SAID: “Anger is an acid that can do more harm to the vessel in 

which it is stored than to anything on which it is poured.” Mark Twain, 
humorist and philosopher

---- --- 
SHE SAID: “Great minds discuss ideas; average minds discuss events; 

small minds discuss people.” Eleanor Roosevelt, longest-serving First 
Lady of the US

---- --- 
SWEET DREAMS, Baby

Brent A Thompson
Pastor, Cornerstone Church
October 13, 2026 
A New Kind of “Friend”
Not long ago, the idea of a 

teenager pouring out his heart 
to a computer program would 
have sounded like the plot of a 
science-fiction movie. Today it is 
an ordinary evening in millions of 
American homes. Surveys show 
that roughly seven in ten teens 
have used an AI “companion”—a 
chatbot designed to talk, listen, en-
courage, and even play the role of 
a boyfriend or girlfriend.¹ Roughly 
one-third of those surveyed say 
they have chosen to talk through 
something serious with an AI com-
panion instead of a real person.²

The fruit has not been harmless. 
A study released at the end of Sep-
tember by researchers at North-
eastern University links the use of 
AI chatbots for companionship and 
emotional support with addiction-
like attachment and worsening 
mental-health struggles.³ Megan 
Garcia, whose fourteen-year-old 
son took his own life in 2024 after 
an intense relationship with an AI 
companion, is now pleading for 
independent safety testing of these 
products.² In late September, the 
Pennsylvania House passed a bill 
requiring parental consent before 
minors can use AI companions, 
and other states are moving in the 
same direction. 4

As Christians we should be 
thankful for any effort to protect 
children. But legislation can only 
treat the symptom. The deeper 
question is one the Bible answers 
plainly: why are so many people, 
young and old, so lonely that a 
machine feels like a friend? And 
what does it mean for believers to 
offer something better?

Made for Fellowship
The loneliness behind this trend 

is not new; it is as old as Eden. 
Before sin ever entered the world, 
God looked at all He had made 
and called it good—with one 
exception. “Then the LORD God 
said, ‘It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him 
a helper fit for him’” (Gen 2:18). 
Adam lived in a perfect garden 
and walked with a perfect God, 
and still the Lord declared his 
aloneness “not good.” We were 
created for relationship—first 
with our Creator and then with 
one another.

Sin shattered both. Adam and 
Eve hid from God and then turned 
on each other (Gen 3:8–12). Ever 
since, humanity has carried a 
hunger for connection that noth-
ing in creation can finally satisfy. 
Sixteen centuries ago, Augustine 
confessed that God made us for 
Himself, and our hearts remain 
restless until they find their rest in 
Him. 5 An AI companion is simply 
the newest attempt to quiet that 
restlessness without going to the 
only One who actually can.

Broken Cisterns and Idols 
That Talk

Through the prophet Jeremiah, 
the Lord gave a diagnosis that fits 
our moment precisely: “for my 
people have committed two evils: 
they have forsaken me, the foun-
tain of living waters, and hewed 
out cisterns for themselves, broken 
cisterns that can hold no water” 
(Jer 2:13). The problem is never 
merely that people are thirsty. It 
is that they dig their own wells 
instead of coming to the eternal 
Fountain.

The psalmist describes those 
man-made wells in vivid terms:

“Their idols are silver and gold, 
the work of human hands. They 
have mouths, but do not speak; 

eyes, but do not see. They have 
ears, but do not hear; noses, but 
do not smell. They have hands, but 
do not feel; feet, but do not walk; 
and they do not make a sound in 
their throat. Those who make them 
become like them; so do all who 
trust in them.” (Ps 115:4–8)

Someone might object that 
today’s idols do speak. But the 
psalmist’s point still stands. A 
chatbot produces words by calcu-
lating what response is most likely 
to come next. It has no eyes to see 
your tears, no hands to hold yours 
in a hospital room, and no heart to 
give. It is, quite literally, the work 
of human hands. And notice the 
warning at the end of the psalm: 
those who trust in them become 
like them. A person who spends 
hours with a “friend” that never 
tires, never disagrees, and never 
needs anything in return slowly 
forgets how to love real people 
who do.

Faithful Wounds or Endless 
Flattery?

A recent Congressional Re-
search Service report notes that 
these apps appeal to users by 
offering constant availability, 
validation, and conversation free 
of human judgment.6 That sounds 
attractive, but it is exactly the prob-
lem. Scripture teaches that real 
friendship includes loving correc-
tion: “Faithful are the wounds of a 
friend; profuse are the kisses of an 
enemy” (Prov 27:6). “Iron sharpens 
iron, and one man sharpens an-
other” (Prov 27:17). A friend who 
only agrees with you can never 
sharpen you.

Paul warned Timothy that 
“the time is coming when people 
will not endure sound teaching, 
but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teach-
ers to suit their own passions” (2 
Tim 4:3). An AI companion is an 
itching-ear machine. A product 
built to keep you engaged has 
every incentive to tell you what 
you want to hear. Biblical friend-
ship, by contrast, is two-sided. It 
requires people who both give and 
receive, confront and forgive, and 
“bear one another’s burdens, and 
so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal 
6:2). You cannot bear the burdens 
of a program that has none.

The Friend Who Laid Down 
His Life

Here is the good news: the 
longing that drives people toward 
artificial companions is a longing 
God Himself has answered. Jesus 
told His disciples, “Greater love 
has no one than this, that someone 
lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends if you do what 
I command you. No longer do I call 
you servants, for the servant does 
not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all 
that I have heard from my Father 
I have made known to you” (John 
15:13–15).

No machine will ever die for 
you. Jesus did. The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us (John 
1:14). He wept at a friend’s tomb 
(John 11:35). He knows loneliness 
firsthand, having been forsaken 
by His closest companions in His 
darkest hour (Mark 14:50). That is 
why the author of Hebrews can 
say, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who 
in every respect has been tempted 
as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 
4:15). A chatbot can imitate sympa-
thy; Christ actually sympathizes. 
And He “always lives to make 
intercession” for those who draw 
near to God through Him (Heb 
7:25).

His invitation still stands: 

“Come to me, all who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest” (Matt 11:28). That is 
the rest Augustine was talking 
about—and it is found in a Person, 
not a program.

What Should We Do?
Parents and grandparents, 

know what is on the devices in 
your home, and ask your children 
and grandchildren whether they 
talk to AI apps and what they talk 
about. Rules have their place, but 
relationship matters more. Moses 
commanded God’s people to talk 
about His words “when you sit in 
your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise” (Deut 6:7). If 
our kids are confiding in a chatbot, 
it may be because no one else is 
sitting still long enough to listen.

Church family, we must be the 
community that people are search-
ing for. The author of Hebrews 
exhorts us, “let us consider how 
to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near” (Heb 10:24–25). 
Notice the teenager who sits alone 
after service. Call the widow who 
has not been out in weeks. A 
church that practices real fellow-
ship is one of the clearest answers 
to artificial friendship.

Individually, examine your own 
heart. Are you more comfortable 
talking to a screen than to God in 
prayer or to a brother or sister in 
Christ? If so, confess it, and come 
back to the Fountain of living 
water.

So... who is your closest friend? 
Is it Someone who laid down His 
life for you, or something that can-
not love you at all? May we turn 
from our broken cisterns, draw 
near to the Friend who sticks closer 
than a brother (Prov 18:24), and 
point a lonely generation to Him.

If you or someone you love is 
struggling with thoughts of self-
harm, please reach out to your pastor 
or a trusted believer today, or call or 
text 988 to reach the Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline.

Pastor Brent
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in asking the court not to 
fill the vacancy. Rosenbaum 
said she was never told 
why her contract was not 
renewed and did not know 
why the school board was 
not in favor of her candidacy.

JPs Kellyjo Oge, Juanita 

and a whole world away. 
We found Old Florida 

again.
The closest thing you’ll 

find to a chain restaurant 
on St. George Island is a 
Subway, but don’t worry, 
you won’t starve. There’s 
the Blue Parrot, Paddy’s 
Raw Bar, Mango Mike’s, the 
Beach Pit, and the new Sand 
Bar Kitchen and Tavern. 
And trust me—they can all 
scratch your seafood itch.

Weber ’s Little Dough-
nut Shop opens at 7:30 in 
the morning, but plan on 
being in line for up to an 
hour before you get your 
doughnuts. 

If you want to cook-in, 
The Captain’s Seafood trail-
er has fresh shrimp, grouper, 
red snapper, mahi mahi, 
tuna, and scallops, and the 
captain will tell you how to 
cook each of them.

There’s The Pig (Piggly 
Wiggly) for groceries, a few 
places to buy T-shirts and 
flip flops, and lots of side-by-
side rentals. But the real star 
of the show is the pristine, 
secluded, un-crowded St. 
George Island beach, one of 
the top-rated beaches in the 
United States.

SGI is 22 miles long and 
a mile wide. There are fewer 
than 1,000 permanent resi-
dents, but there are almost 
1,800 single-family houses, 
many of them Airbnb rent-
als. With an additional 370 
beach-front condos, you 
won’t have trouble finding 
a place to stay.

Take your walking shoes 
and your bicycle with you—
there’s a 6 mile-long, paved 
path a block off the beach. If 
you don’t have a bike and 
you want to feel like a kid 
again, there are plenty of 
bike rentals on the island. 
The ground is flat and the 
pedaling is easy.

Being on the western 
edge of the Eastern Time 
Zone, the sun doesn’t come 
up until about 7:45  local 
time in the morning this time 
of year. 

Sleep late, then go for 
a walk on the beach. You 
might even pass a few peo-
ple, or you might not. It’s 
that quiet and that secluded, 
and the sound of the surf is 
hypnotic.

After your walk and the 
doughnuts, there’s more to 
do. There’s a playground 

Up front, the Scrappers 
“were not very good at hav-
ing our eyes up. That hurt 
our run game. We have to 
be better at that.”

On defense, Nashville 
gave up the one explosive 
play on a pass to Bryson 
French for a touchdown.

French is “the number 
three receiver in Arkansas in 
all classifications,” Chesshir 
said. “Our kids did a good 
job of identifying where he 
was. The 41-yard touch-
down pass to him was on 
a post route. Take that play 
away, and Ashdown had 
167 total yards. On the play, 
our technique was not good. 
That’s something we work 
on all the time; we have to 
be better.”

Overall,  the defense 
“found ways to get off the 
field. The defensive line 
was good at pressuring the 
quarterback. We went in 
with the mindset of playing 
aggressively. Our guys in the 
box did an outstanding job 
at making pressure on the 
quarterback. We still have 
to contain him.”

Defense accounted for 
two Nashville scores. The 
first came on the third quar-
ter safety.

The other score came 
when Bo Dean intercept-
ed an Ashdown pass and 
returned it 28 yards for a 
touchdown, his second of 
the season.

“Bo is very physical. He 
did an outstanding job,” 
Chesshir said.

The Scrapper defense 
recorded seven sacks against 
the Panthers.

“I’m proud of our defense 
for the intensity and effort. 
They gained a little confi-
dence,” Chesshir said. “The 
secondary was pretty good 
except that one big play. We 
never flinched and got the 
offense some chances”

Defensive stats
Blake Moody was Nash-

ville’s leading tackler with 
11.

Dean had 10 tackles, with 
a pass break-up and the 
interception return for a 
touchdown.

Trendon Northcross 
made five tackles and had 
an interception.

Kiron Johnson had four 
tackles and two sacks.

Khamari Canady had 
four tackles.

Aiden Bradley and Milik 
Gilliam each had two tackles 
and one sack a piece.

Other Scrapper tacklers 
included MJ Jefferson, Kis-
hon Jefferson, Jacob Teague, 
Hayden Crabtree, Zavion-
Vaughn and Skyler Ramsire.

“We forced two turn-

overs,” Chesshir said. “We 
have to continue to force 
turnovers and continue to 
be good at finding ways to 
get the ball back.”

Offensive stats
On offense, Jefferson com-

pleted seven of 18 passes for 
88 yards. He ran the ball 13 
times for 76 yards and ac-
counted for one touchdown.

Hopson carried 17 times 
for 171 yards, an average of 
just over 10 yards per run. 
He also caught two passes 
and scored two touchdowns.

Perrin rushed 14 times for 
52 yards and a touchdown. 
He caught one pass for three 
yards.

Gauge Applegate had 
two receptions for 45 yards.

Kishon Jefferson made 
one catch for 15 yards.

Dean had one reception 
for five yards.

For the night, the Scrap-
pers had 301 yards rushing 
and 88 passing.

With the season’s low-
est offensive production, 
Chesshir said the team will 
“use that adversity from the 
first half to open our eyes 
and say we have to be better 
and work harder.”

Chesshir thanked the 
Scrapper fans who made the 
trip to Little River County. “I 
was really pleased with the 
crowd and very appreciative 
of our fan base.”

The Scrappers didn’t 
have any injuries during 
the game. “I told our team 
doctor Tessa Moody after the 
game that this was the first 
time she hasn’t gone on the 
field for one of our players,” 
Chesshir said.

Going into this week’s 
game at Hope, Jakhari Starr 
is “questionable,” Chesshir 

said, from a previous injury.
Next up: Hope
Nashville will travel to 

Hope Friday, Oct. 23, for a 
District 7-4A game against 
the Bobcats.

Kickoff is set for 7 p.m.
The Bobcats are 1-6 over-

all, 1-3 in conference. They 
fell to Arkadelphia 58-7 last 
week.

“Hope has a lot of very 
athletic players,” Chesshir 
said.

“They’re a young team. 
There are no seniors on 
the offensive line and three 
seniors on the starting of-
fense.”

The offense is led by wide 
receiver Jaiden Brown. “Out 
of Hope’s 100 passing at-
tempts, he’s been the target 
of half of them.”

Brown, who wears #2, is 
“extremely athletic,” accord-
ing to Chesshir. “We have to 
know where he is.”

The Bobcats have four 
good receivers, Chesshir 
said, including Jaiden Brown 
and Kylan Brown, #1. 

“ T h e y ’ r e  b i g - t i m e 
threats,” Chesshir said.

Hope does “a good job in 
the passing game. We have 
to contain the quarterback 
and get pressure on him. 
They get the running back in 
the passing game. We’ll have 
to do a good job of being able 
to make a good tackle on the 
running back.”

On defense, Hope will 
play man-to-man and man-
to-man with a loaded box, 
Chesshir said.

“For us, this is a good 
chance to be better. We have 
to beat their coverage. Our 
O-line will have to be good 
with our eyes and angles up 
front.” 

Hendrix and Andy Hogg 
all voted for the motion to 
name Rosenbaum; opposed 
were JPs D’Ann Henderson, 
Jerry Harwell, Kerry Stras-
ner, Liz McDaniel and Janet 
O’Neal.

In its regular meeting for 
October, the court approved 
a budget “housekeeping” 
ordinance and an ordinance 
providing $500,000 annually 
to the road program.

JPs
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for the kids, a pickleball 
court for the parents, and, if 
you’re not claustrophobic, 
you can climb the 92 steps 
up the spiral staircase in the 
historic lighthouse and see 
what SGI looks like from 7 
stories in the air.

If you forgot something 
at home, forget about going 
to Walmart—the closest one 
is almost an hour and a half 
away—but there’s a Dollar 
General 10 minutes from 
St. George, in East Point. If 
you’re staying at the beach, 
you can probably find what 
you need at the DG. Rough 
it.

If you get bored back on 
SGI (you won’t), you can 
drive 15 minutes to what 
the locals call “App-uh-
LATCH” and find more 

restaurants, shops, and a 
brewery, but there’s really no 
reason to leave St. George. 
Everything you need is 
there.

If you like to fish, then 
you’re in luck. Some of the 
most reasonably-priced 
guides you’ll find on the 
Gulf live on St. George Is-
land. We highly recommend 
Griffith Guide Service for 
shelling and dolphin tours, 
or for fishing trips from the 
bay up to 3 miles off shore. 
Deep sea fishing is also 
available from SGI and from 
Apalachicola if you want to 
get in the really deep waters 
of the Gulf.

God created two kinds 
of folks: beach people and 
mountain people. If you’re 
normal (a beach person), 
then your destination isn’t 
exactly next door, but it’s 
not too far away, either. 
Gulf Shores and Pensacola 
are both 9 hours away from 
Nashville. Destin is a 10 
hour drive, and Panama 
City is a half-hour farther.

But if you are looking 
for a quiet get-away with 
22 miles of beautiful sugary 
beach, practically no traffic, 
great restaurants, and a ton 
of peace and quiet, consider 
going to what’s known as 
“The Forgotten Coast.” It’s 
only an additional 2 hours 
away, traffic is really light 
after you pass the PC exit, 
and it’s definitely worth the 
drive. And who knows? You 
may even find your Happy 
Place.

School
Continued

from page 1A

other documents from 
eighth grade through gradu-
ation.

“It’s a really neat platform 
if it all comes to fruition,” 
McAdams sid.

Curriculum Coordina-
tor Kim Slayton gave an 

accreditation report. State 
education officials likely 
will visit during the 2027-
28 academic year to review 
district documentation, she 
said. 

“We’re in great shape. 
Everything is in place,” she 
said.

The board approved the 
district’s proposed budget 
of expenditures for 2028-
29. The millage rate will be 
unchanged at 31.7. 

Superintendent Doug 
Graham said electric rates 
have increased substan-
tially over one year ago. 

“I’m concerned over 
electricity. We will have to 
address the issue at some 
point during the year,” he 
said.

Electric bills have more 
than doubled in two months 
of 2026 compared to the 
same time period in 2025, 
according to Graham.

News-Leader photo/DON HALL

Jaree Hall of Nashville stands under the sign at the Blue 
Parrot Oceanfront Cafe on St. George Island.

News-Leader photo/DON HALL

St. George Island United 
Methodist Church recently 
welcomed Don and Jaree 
Hall during a visit.
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By Abby Gray
Howard County

Extension Agent – FCS
The option to “buy now, 

pay later” has become a 
common sight at online 
checkout pages and retail 
stores. Whether purchasing 
clothing, electronics, furni-
ture, or household goods, 
consumers are increasingly 
being offered the chance 
to split purchases into sev-
eral smaller payments rather 
than paying the full amount 
upfront. But is Buy Now, 
Pay Later (BNPL) a smart 
financial tool or a pathway 
to overspend? Research 
suggests that the answer 
depends largely on how 
consumers use it.

What Is Buy Now,
Pay Later?
Buy Now, Pay Later is 

a form of short-term credit 
that allows consumers to 
divide a purchase into mul-
tiple installments over sev-
eral weeks or months. The 
most common model splits 
a purchase into four equal 
payments, with the first 
payment due at checkout 
and the remaining payments 
automatically withdrawn 
over several weeks.

Unlike traditional credit 
cards, many BNPL programs 
offer interest-free repay-
ment if payments are made 
on time. Approval is often 
quick and may not involve 
the same credit checks used 
for traditional loans.

The Benefits of BNPL
Consumer researchers 

and federal agencies note 
that BNPL can provide sev-
eral advantages when used 
responsibly. The Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB) found that many 
consumers are attracted to 
BNPL because of its simple 
repayment structure, easy 
access, and often interest-
free financing.

Potential benefits include:
Spreading out the cost of 

larger purchases.
Avoiding interest charges 

that may accompany some 
credit cards.

Home&Heart Buy Now, Pay Later: Helpful Budgeting Tool or Hidden Debt Trap?
Predictable payment 

schedules with fixed install-
ments.

Quick approval and con-
venient checkout options.

For consumers with a 
budget in place and a repay-
ment plan, BNPL can func-
tion as a cash-flow manage-
ment tool that allows pur-
chases to be spread across 
multiple pay periods.

The Risk of
Overspending
While BNPL may appear 

harmless, financial research-
ers have raised concerns 
that dividing purchases into 
smaller payments can make 
products seem more afford-
able than they actually are. 
Research published in the 
Journal of Retailing found that 
consumers often perceive 
purchases as less expensive 
when costs are presented 
in installments, which can 
increase spending.

The CFPB has also identi-
fied borrower overextension 
as a potential risk. Because 
BNPL loans are often easy 
to obtain and may not ap-
pear on traditional credit 
reports, consumers can lose 
track of multiple repayment 
obligations across different 
providers.

Questions Consumers
Should Ask
Before selecting a BNPL 

option, consumer experts 
recommend asking several 
questions:

Can I afford this purchase 
without financing?

Will the payments fit com-
fortably within my monthly 
budget?

Am I using BNPL for a 
need or an impulse pur-
chase?

Do I already have other 
installment payments due?

The CFPB advises con-
sumers not to assume that 
approval means a purchase 
is affordable. Responsible 
borrowing begins with un-
derstanding one’s overall fi-
nancial situation and spend-
ing plan.

When BNPL May
Make Sense

Experts suggest BNPL 
may be useful when con-
sumers have already bud-
geted for a purchase, under-
stand the repayment terms, 
and are confident they can 
make every payment on 
time. In those situations, 
BNPL can provide flexibility 
without necessarily increas-
ing financial strain.

However, using BNPL to 
purchase items that would 
otherwise be unaffordable 
can create problems, particu-
larly if multiple repayment 
plans overlap.

The Bottom Line
Buy Now, Pay Later is 

neither automatically good 
nor automatically bad. Re-
search shows it can be a 
useful budgeting tool when 
used thoughtfully, but it can 
also encourage overspend-
ing and make it easier to 
accumulate obligations that 
are difficult to track.

Receipe of the Week
Roasted Pumpkin Seeds
If the goal is to make the 

most of your money, the 
same principle applies in the 
kitchen. Instead of throwing 

away the seeds when carv-
ing Halloween pumpkins, 
North Dakota State Univer-
sity Extension recommends 
roasting them for a nutri-
tious, low-cost snack. Using 
parts of foods that might 
otherwise be discarded can 
help stretch the household 
budget.

Ingredients
Seeds from one pumpkin
1 tablespoon vegetable oil 

or olive oil
½ teaspoon seasoned salt 

or preferred seasoning
Directions

Remove seeds from the 
pumpkin and separate them 
from the pulp.

Rinse seeds thoroughly 
under cool water.

Pat dry with paper tow-
els.

Toss seeds with oil and 
seasoning.

Spread evenly on a bak-
ing sheet.

Bake at 250°F for 40 to 
50 minutes, stirring every 5 
to 10 minutes, until lightly 
browned and crisp.

Allow to cool before serv-
ing.

WELCOME TO THE NASHVILLE CHAMBER. A ribbon-cutting was held Monday morning to welcome JK 
Deuce Trucking, LLC., and its owner Billy Kilpatrick (with the scissors) to the Nashville Chamber of Commerce. 
The business is located at 205 W. Cassady Street. Kilpatrick said he moved his company from Louisiana for a 
more central location and has been at its Nashville location since around the first of the year. Those pictured 
with Kilpatrick include (from left) employee Kelly Sanders and Leigh Ann Wilson and chamber executive direc-
tor Dena Tollett.
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Delight
Methodist Church

E. Antioch Street • Delight

Morning Services - 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting  - Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Jim Henderson, Pastor

First Christian 
Church

500 N. Main • Nashville
(Corner of Main & Bishop)

845-3241
Sunday Bible School - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Minister: Jim Pinson

Futrell Marine
Hwy. 371 
Nashville

(870) 845-3122

woods & 
woods

public accountant, pa Ltd.
118 N. Main - Nashville - 845-4422

Jason Lenderman, CPA

Lockesburg First 
United Methodist 

Church ~ 11:00 a.m.
& Mt. Carmel United
Methodist Church

12:15 p.m.
Tommy Halsell, Pastor

Everyone is always welcome!

You are invited to worship with us at...
Center Point 
Missionary

Baptist Church
211 Church St. • Center Point

Pastor: Jaron Tipton
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service 5:00 p.m.

HOLLY CREEK
Missionary Baptist Church
705 Main St. • Dierks • 286-2010

Sun. School 10:00 a.m.
Sun. Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sun. Evening 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday WOW 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Pastor: Bro. Brian Finn

Radio Program: 9:45 Sunday Morning • B99.5 FM
Visit us at: www.hollycreekmbc.net

Come worship with us!

First Church of God
Community Oriented & Christ Centered

946 MLK, Hwy 355, Tollette, AR

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11:00 a.m. • Youth 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday evening service 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Charles Green, Pastor

-- Non-Denomination --

New Life in Jesus
Christ Church

913 South Main St. • Nashville, AR
Sunday Morning Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastors: Lankford & Mary Alice Moore

EBENEZER UMC
318 West Dodson • Nashville

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Scott Memorial 

(Paraloma Community)
First & Third Sundays Monthly

Sunday Worship 9:15 a.m.
Pastor: Ellis Ray Floyd Pastor Don Jones

First Baptist Church
415 N. Main • Nashville
Come Worship With Us!

Sunday school 9 a.m.
Morning worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.

Evening worship 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Kevin Sartin

HOLY MASS
St. Martin’s Catholic 

Church
1011 W. Leslie •Nashville
Saturday (Bi-lingual) - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday (Spanish) - 11:00 a.m.
Fr. Martin Siebold, Pastor
Welcome • Bienvenidos

Attend Church This Sunday!

Mineral Springs 
Church of 

Christ
318 Bridgeman Dr. • Mineral Springs

870-287-5652

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Service: 6:00 p.m.

First United 
Methodist 

Church
1403 W. Sunset St.  • Nashville

870-845-3030
nashvillefumc.org
Pastor: Pam Estes

Sunday school 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:50 a.m.

Facebook Live or listen to 98.7 FM

To Advertise 
your Church or 

Business 
Call Tracy

at 870-845-0600

To Advertise 
your Church or 

Business 
Call Tracy

at 870-845-0600

By Dale Gathright, Jr.
Hope-Prescott News

The historic Tollette Town Hall/former school sustained 
significant damage in a Saturday, Oct. 17 evening fire.

Multiple fire departments from Howard and Hemp-
stead counties responded and were able to confine the fire 
to the attic and prevent the spread to the brick and wood 
structure. Among the responding fire units were Saratoga, 
Yancey, Mineral Springs, County Line, Nashville, and Tol-
lette, along with Pafford EMS, Howard County Sheriff’s 
peputies, and Southwest Arkansas REA were on scene.

Upwards to near two dozen emergency vehicles at one 
time was on scene.

Tollette Mayor Brenda Porter told Hope-Prescott News 

she was leaving Texarkana when a citizen called her and 
said smoke was coming from the building. She told the 
individual to call 911. That led to the multiple unit response. 
That mutual aid request led the Nashville Fire Department 
to provide a ladder truck, which was used by firemen to 
establish a position on the roof to get water to the fire.

The community room part of the Town Hall had been 
used earlier in the day for a funeral repast. Mayor Porter 
said she had stopped by the repast after 3:00 p.m. then 
stopped by a second repast at the Saratoga School Multi-
purpose Building before going to Texarkana.

She said the call of smoke from the building was received 
at 6:25 pm.

Mayor Porter stated that much of the ceiling had fallen 

in because of water from the firefighting effort. She said 
Monday morning she will be in touch with the Arkansas 
Municipal League, who provides insurance for the town.

The Tollette Town Hall building is the former Howard 
County Training School, which closed in 1971. It was con-
structed in 1938 by the federal WPA program.

Howard County Judge Brent Pinkerton had the fol-
lowing statement: “If only…. everyone supported each 
other like our volunteer fire departments support each 
other. Multiple departments have been in Tollette tonight 
working on a fire at the school building/city hall. As that 
was winding down, more fire trucks, again from multiple 
departments, have been dispatched to a brush fire on the 
south end of Nashville.”

Saturday fire damages historic Tollette Town Hall, former school

News-Leader photos/JOHN BALCH
THE MONDAY MORNING AFTER. Tollette Water Clerk Edna Marts (at left) waits Monday morning as Mayor Brenda Porter uses a vehicle hood as her desk and her 
personal cell phone to contact the Arkansas Municipal League and file an insurance claim. All of the Tollette records were spared in the fire but Porter and Marts were 
not allowed inside the damage building to access their offices.
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Oct. 6, 2026
BF=Bond Forfeited
Pike County
Adzokpa, Kofi G., 51, 

Maumelle, $140 BF, speeding
Ashburn, Jerry Michael, 

54, Palestine, $315 BF, over-
weight

Baker, Coleen Joy, 38, Min-
eral Springs, $125 BF, speed-
ing

Baker, Kristi D., 33, Glen-
wood, guilty of driving with 
suspended license, fined 
$325; guilty of failure to ap-
pear, fined $205

Barba, Luz Marie, 37, Di-
erks, $125 bF, no driver’s 
license

Bateman, Thomas Stokes, 
42, Delight, guilty of DWI#2, 
fined 1,620, sentenced to 
seven days in jail, license sus-
pended and must complete 
DWI educational course; 
guilty of refusing to submit 
to chemical test, fined $125

Bickerstaff, Robert Paul, 
52, Flippin, guilty of driv-
ing with suspended license, 
fined $325 and sentenced to 
two days in jail-suspended; 
guilty of failure to appear, 
fined $205

Bolanos, Jennifer, 27, Hot 
Springs, $325 BF, driving 
with suspended license

Bolland, Benjamin H., 27, 
speeding, under advisement 
for 30 days to dismiss

Brooks, Lindsay A., 43, 
Kirby, $155 BF, speeding

Coffman, Cutter Waylon, 
22, Glenwood, $220 BF, dis-
orderly conduct; $220 BF, 
public intoxication

Cooper, Raven Terrell, 
34, Shreveport, La., $205 BF, 
failure to pay; $1,870 balance

Crider, Christopher Boyd, 
19, Kirby, $45 BF, no seat belt

Crowell, Colby Aidan, 22, 
Carrollton, Texas, speeding, 
under advisement for 60 days 
to dismiss

Culpepper, Kason Paul, 
20, Kirby, $45 BF, no seat belt; 
$225 BF, failure to yield

Davis, Aimee Kathleen, 
34, Pencil Bluff, guilty of 
possession of controlled 
substance, fined $1,075 and 
license suspended for six 
months; guilty of possession 
of drug paraphernalia, fined 
$600

Funderburk, Stan, 66, An-
toine, guilty of failure to pay; 
$350 balance

Grissom, April Lynn, 46, 
Amity, guilty of no proof of 
liability insurance, fined $315

Groomer, Baylea Jenae, 31, 
Newhope, $125 BF, failure to 
register tags/expired; $230 
BF, obstructing government 
operations

Guthikonda, Sai Pre-
etham, 28, Dallas, Texas, $125 
BF, speeding

Hackney, John B., 50, 
Pearcy, $125 BF, violation of 
permit

Hutcheson, Rodger Larry, 
51, Fouke, guilty of failure 
to pay; $265 balance; guilty 
of driving with suspended 
license, fined $325 and sen-
tenced to two days in jail-
suspended

Jackson, Memphis Lyn, 22, 
Dierks, guilty of no proof of 
liability insurance, fined $125

Jacoby, Andrew Jacob, 25, 
Newhope, $125 BF, careless 
prohibited driving

Jones, Jeffrey Charles, 39, 
Murfreesboro, $125 BF, over-
height-overwide

Kaisha, Carlton, 57, Gen-
try, $125 BF, speeding

Lane, John M., 62, Delight, 
$125 BF, speeding

Lininger, Jessica R., 35, 
De Queen, $205 BF, failure to 
pay; $1,650 balance

Lizardo, Concepcion, 67, 

Nashville, $125 BF, no driv-
er’s license

Maldonado, Juan, 21, De 
Queen, $135 BF, speeding

Marrufo, Diego Jesus, 23, 
De Queen, $125 BF, speeding

Martin, Fredy Alexander, 
28, Hot Springs, $125 BF, 
no driver’s license; $135 BF, 
speeding

Medrano, Cesar Alexan-
der, 35, Mesquite, Texas, $125 
BF, no driver’s license

Miller, Michael G., 57, 
Glenwood, $170 BF, unlawful 
burning

Moore, Jessica Shelby, 34, 
Bonnerdale, $155 BF, speed-
ing

Morgan, Conner Douglas, 
26, Texarkana, Texas, $155 BF, 
speeding

Morrison, Kristi Kaye, 47, 
Delight, guilty of speeding, 
fined $125

Murray, Jillian Alexandria, 
26, Glenwood, $330 BF, no 
proof of liability insurance; 
$205 BF, failure to appear

Neal, William S., 49, Kirby, 
$395 BF, overweight

Porter, Nathaniel L., 35, 
Glenwood, $125 BF, speeding

Quinn, Kaci Nicole, 43, 
Dierks, $125 BF, speeding

Reyes, Angel Alfredo, 
25, Glenwood, $125 BF, no 
driver ’s license; $165 BF, 
speeding

Salmeron, David, 17, Hot 
Springs, $125 BF, no driver’s 
license

Seymore, Larry D., 79, 
Arkadelphia, $165 BF, speed-
ing

Smillie, David T., 62, 
Prescott, guilty of no driver’s 
license, fined $125; guilty 
violation of ignition interlock 
device, fined $170

Smith, Cody Allen, 32, 
Langley, $135 BF, speeding

Smith, Michael Wayne, 51, 
Prescott, $339 BF, overweight

Snowden, Alec T., 26, De-
light, $325 BF, driving with 
suspended license

Tiburcio, Goretti, 33, Hot 
Springs, $125 BF, no driver’s 
license

Wallace, Chasity Leigh, 
34, Delight, guilty of no proof 
of liability insurance, fined 
$330; guilty of no proof of 
liability insurance, fined $315

Webb, Logan S., 25, De-
light, guilty of no proof of li-
ability insurance, fined $315; 
guilty of no proof of liability 
insurance, fined $315; guilty 
of failure to register, fined 
$125

City of Murfreesboro
Bostic, Sheldon R., 49, 

Murfreesboro, $45 BF, no 
seat belt

Collier, Madison P., 30, 
Nashville, $145 BF, no child 
restraint device

Dickerson, Erica Priscilla, 
23, Lockesburg, $145 BF, fail-
ure to register tags/expired

Farmer, Christian Faith, 
29, Newhope, $335 BF, no 
proof of liability insurance

Fisher, Kinley Lynn, 16, 
Delight, $155 BF, speeding

Giddens, Steven Ray, 48, 
Nashville, $155 BF, speeding

Glass, Rivers David, 17, 
Texarkana, Texas, speeding, 
under advisement for 60 days 
to dismiss

Hawkins, Arrian Shawn, 
22, Murfreesboro, guilty of 
driving with suspended li-
cense, fined $125; guilty of no 
proof of liability insurance, 
fined $125

Horton, Brittany N., 34, 
Amity, $145 BF, failure to 
register tags/expired

Hudgins, Wesley Keith, 
45, Poway, Calif., $205 BF, 
speeding

Hughes, Eddie Lee, 33, 
Murfreesboro, $145 BF, fail-

ure to register
Lewis, Hal Chasen, 38, 

Ashdown, guilty of failure to 
appear, fined $225

Miller, Wesley P., 42, Nash-
ville, $45 BF, no seat belt; $225 
BF, failure to appear

Myrkle, Joshua Edward, 
16, Murfreesboro, guilty of 
speeding, fined $155

Oge, Kellyjo Baltrusch, 47, 
Nashville, $155 BF, speeding

Parson, Courtney Elaine, 
29, Dierks, $145 BF, speeding

Peters, Brenden Michael, 
31, Prescott, $485 BF, harass-
ing communications; $265 BF, 
failure to appear

Pinkerton, Alisha D., 33, 
Murfreesboro, guilty of pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance, fined $1,095 and 
license suspended for six 
months; guilty of speeding, 
fined $155

Sanchez, Heriberto, 48, 
Hot Springs, $145 BF, failure 
to register tags/expired; $145 
BF, no driver’s license

Springfield, Corey Dane, 
55, Texarkana, $145 BF, fail-
ure to register tags/expired

Terwilliger, Lacey Renay, 
37, Nashville, guilty of failure 
to pay; $340 balance

Ward, Ashley Danielle, 
30, Nashville, guilty of no 
proof of liability insurance, 
fined $350

Game & Fish
Cordova, Juan, 41, Hot 

Springs, $220 BF, spearfish-
ing; $220 BF, fishing without 
license

Corrillo, Fernando A., 30, 
Nashville, $220 BF, fishing 
without license

Lopez, Jase L., 48, Nash-
ville, $220 BF, fishing without 
license

City of Glenwood
Arivett, Scott Gregory, 

62, Kirby, $160 BF, failure to 
register tags/expired; $225 
BF, failure to appear

Blair, Bruce, 45, Mount 
Ida, guilty of theft of prop-
erty, fined $405 plus $29.98 
restitution

Burke, Ruby Ann, 74, 
Glenwood, $45 BF, no seat 
belt

Burnett, Monica Dian, 38, 
Glenwood, $145 BF, speeding

Byrd, Kathy Janice, 71, 
speeding, under advisement 
for 60 days to dismiss, fined 
$155

Castillo, Efrain Mar, 35, 
Amity, $145 BF, no driver’s 
license

Cruz, Daniel, 20, Glen-
wood, guilty of second-de-
gree criminal mischief, fined 
$335

Cruz, Zeferina, 60, Mur-
freesboro, $145 BF, no driv-
er’s license; $145 BF, speeding

Davidson, Kacey Lynn, 32, 
Pearcy, guilty of speeding, 
fined $145

Hardin, Joshua C., 37, 
Glenwood, $45 BF, no seat 
belt

Lee, Dennis Steven, 69, 
Kirby, $45 BF, no seat belt

Nash, Carson Drew, 25, 
Hatfield, $145 BF, failure to 
stop or yield

Newsom, Michael, A., 49, 
Bonnerdale, $145 BF, speed-
ing

Palmer, Sherry Malin-
da, 64, Glenwood, $155 BF, 
speeding

Perry, Michael S., 58, Glen-
wood, $145 BF, speeding

Pinkerton, Justin D., 43, 
Glenwood, $145 BF, speeding

Plunkett, Walter Delane, 
21, Amity, $45 BF, no seat belt

Saldivar, Oziel, 47, De 
Queen, $145 BF, speeding

Saleh, Asem Hashem, 49, 
North Little Rock, $155 BF, 
speeding

Sipe, Kenneth L., 49, 
Mena, $45 BF, no seat belt

Spears, Katherine L., 53, 
Amity, $145 BF, speeding

Suarez, Siberia Noe, 24, 
Russellville, $145 BF, no driv-
er’s license; $145 BF, follow-
ing too close

Thompson, Matthew Al-
len, 24, Glenwood, guilty of 
failure to register tags/ex-
pired, fined $160; guilty of no 
proof of liability insurance, 
fined $350

Vaught, Jacob Taft, 45, Am-
ity, $145 BF, speeding

Walden, Marsha Lynn, 60, 
Glenwood, $155 BF, speeding

Wiggins, Joni Jean, 66, Hot 
Springs, speeding, under 
advisement for 90 days to 
dismiss

Wilder, Matthew Dale, 
23, Amity, guilty of defective 
equipment, fined $145

The Murfreesboro Dia-
mond has relocated to the 
Harvill Insurance Building 
at 325 West Main from their 
former office behind Caddo 
Antiques on Court Street. 

The phone number will 

remain the same at (870) 
285-2723, though the process 
is still in flux. To contact the 
Diamond by phone in the 
immediate future, please call 
(870) 681-0222.

The Diamond’s email ad-
dresses will also change 
-- they will now be mdia-
mond@swarkansasnews.
com and mdiamond.editor@
swarkansasnews.com.

Murfreesboro newspaper
office moves to new location

The University of Ar-
kansas Hope-Texarkana’s 
James Black School of Bla-
desmithing and Historic 
Trades will offer an X-Rhea 
Knife Course Oct. 22–24, 
2026, at the school in Historic 
Washington.

The course costs $450.
To register and pay for the 

course, visit  uahopetexar-
kana.coursestorm.com.

X-Rhea
knife course
Oct. 22-24
at UAH-T

Pike County
District Court

MINERAL SPRINGS STUDENTS ATTEND REALITY FAIR. On Oct. 7, 13 Mineral Springs High School 
students traveled to Texas A&M University-Texarkana to participate in the Red River Credit Union (RRCU) 
$park Reality Fair. The trip was coordinated and chaperoned by the District School Counselor Amy West-
fall and the RootEd Career Coach Tametri White, who registered the students and ensured they had access 
to this incredible opportunity. Designed to bridge the gap between the classroom and the real world, this 
interactive event gave students a unique look into their financial futures. Participants were assigned a ca-
reer and a starting salary, then tasked with budgeting for real-life expenses like housing, utilities, transporta-
tion, and groceries—all while managing unexpected financial curveballs. It was an invaluable, eye-opening 
experience that helped our students build the practical budgeting skills they will need to succeed after 
graduation. Students attending included (back from left) Donovan Green, Joshua Porter, Ny’asia Newton, 
Brenayja Barton, Evelyn Garcia, Paloma Campos, Kadynce Harris, JaKayla Walker, Chistrian Stewart, AJ 
Dean; (kneeling) Rihanna Collins and Kamiah Green. Not pictured is Alexa Waldrop.



Nashville News-Leader 		                                                Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2026                                                               News 9A

By John Balch
News-Leader staff

You can learn a lot about 
local history just by walk-
ing down Nashville’s Main 
Street with Jonathan Cana-
day.

He has a story or histori-
cal tidbit about practically 
every building you pass, and 
more than likely, he’s been 
inside that building, taking 
pictures and poking around 
for more history.

Whether he realizes it or 
not, Canaday has become 
somewhat of an authority 
on the history of Main Street 
and he has documented 
some of that history in his 
first book on the subject en-
titled, “Where Mine Creek 
Meets Main Street.”

Canaday’s fascination 
with Main Street and local 
history stems from not that 
long ago when he started 
visiting and taking pictures 
of old and abandoned build-
ings.

“I just got real interested 
in taking pictures of these 
old things and then research-
ing and exploring them,” he 

Local’s fascination with Nashville’s 
Main Street results in first book

said, adding that he loves 
researching topics of interest.

He uses all mediums for 
his research, including old 
newspaper articles, histori-
cal books and fire maps 
produced by a company 
that sold them to munici-
palities for location services 
and insurance purposes. 
He also utilizes the micro-
film housed at the How-
ard County Library and his 
handy copy of the Howard 
County heritage book.

The local fire maps were 
commissioned in 1900 and 
Canaday said it appears 
Nashville only bought the 
maps up to 1930. The maps 
note locations in general 
terms, such as “drugs” or 
“grocery” and do not have 
the specific business name 
listed, which for Canaday, 
means more research.

Canaday was able to de-
termine from the fire maps 
that the building that for-
merly housed Nashville 
Drug (Main and Howard), 
and the one that houses 
Integrity Printing (200 N. 
Main) are the two oldest 

buildings on Main Street. 
The Nashville Drug building 
appears on a 1900 fire map.

“(The fire maps) give you 
a good idea and also puts a 
timeline on it,” he said.

The architecture of the 
old buildings also interests 
Canaday and he noted that 
a building on Main Street has 
the “widest crown molding” 
with a pressed tin ceiling he 
has ever seen.

Canaday said his book 
is just the start of a more 
ambition project to write a 
full book on the whole entire 
Main Street - every building.

“I have not researched ev-
erything,” he said. “There’s 
still some buildings I don’t 
know anything about.”

Canaday will be on hand 
with his books to sell at the 
Nashville Chamber of Com-
merce’s Fall Festival on Sat-
urday, Oct. 24 or the books 
can be purchased by visiting 
and searching “Nashville, 
Arkansas” at blurb.com/
bookstore. Books can also 
be purchased directly from 
Canaday by contacting him 
on Facebook.

The Murfreesboro Cham-
ber of Commerce’s “Haunt-
ed Hospital” will continue 
until Halloween.

The fan-favorite effort 
is held at the former Pike 
County Hospital in Mur-
freesboro, which is located 
at 315 East 13th Street.

The dates for the event 
will be on Fridays and Sat-
urdays throughout October, 
with the remaining dates 
Oct. 23-24 and 30-31.

Admission to the event 
will be $10 for those ages 
10 and older, or $5 for those 
younger than 10.

The haunted house will 
open at 6:30 p.m. nightly and 
through 7:30 p.m. will oper-
ate as a “kid friendly hour” 
in which animatronics and 
decorations will be set up, 
but no live actors.

From 8-11 p.m. each night 

the house will be “fully 
open” to provide attendees 
a frightfully good time. 

Proceeds from the event 
will go toward improv-

ing next year ’s event as 
well as new decorations for 
the chamber’s Hometown 
Christmas events in De-
cember.

‘Haunted Hospital’ continues to scare

Jonathan Canaday on Main Street with his new book

Early voting  for the 
Nov. 3 General Elec-
tion is now underway 
with two places for Pike 
County residents to cast 
early choices.

Early voting will be 
held at the Pike County 
Clerk’s Office, 112 N 
Washington, Suite A in 
Murfreesboro and at the 
Bainum Learning Cen-
ter, 128 E Broadway in 
Glenwood.

Early voting dates
and time include:

• Saturday, Oct. 24,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Monday-Friday,
Oct. 26-30,

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Saturday, Oct. 31,

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Monday, Nov. 2,

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Two spots
offered for 

Pike County 
early voters
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Scrappers over Ashdown 35-13
News-Leader photos/JOHN R. SCHIRMER

Scrap Media and B99.5 cover the game from atop the administration building at Ash-
down. They include Scrap Media student Hunter Webb, adviser Carolanne Pinegar, stu-
dents Ava Brown and Garrett Westfall, and broadcasters Bunch Nichols and Mark Trout.

Scrapper team captains leave the field after the coin toss Friday night, Oct. 16, at Ash-
down. They include Axel Wade (14), Jacob Teague (10) and Kishon Jefferson (4). Nash-
ville (7-0 on the season) won the District 7-4A contest 35-13.

Nashville cheerleaders sport their Pink Out T-shirts Friday night at Ashdown. They joined schools across the state and 
nation in observing October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Band members present their halftime show at Ashdown. 
They next day, they attended marching competition in Tex-
arkana. The Scrapper musicians won first place among 
Class 4A schools and finished fourth overall.
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It was a big-timer thriller 
Friday night in Dierks, as 
the Outlaws scored with just 
seconds on the game clock to 
snatch an important 32-28 
win from the visiting Junc-
tion City Dragons.

The Outlaw are now sit-
ting pretty atop the 3-2A 
standings with a 6-1 overall 
record and perfect 3-0 con-
ference record just above the 
5-2/3-0 Gurdon Go-Devils.

Dierks will travel to Fore-
man Friday night for an-
other important conference 
match with the third-place 
4-3/3-1 Foreman Gators.

“The way we finished 
that game (vs. Junction City) 
speaks to the players believ-
ing in each other and what 
we’re doing,” said Outlaw 
Head Coach Lantz Castle-
man about the battle to the 
finish put up by his team.

Focus has now turned to 
the Foreman Gators, who 
started the season 3-1 before 
a turn around that started 
with a 44-36 win over Mur-
freesboro, a 50-0 pounding 
of the Mineral Springs and 
continued Friday night with 
a 32-6 conference win over 
Spring Hill.

“We know we’ll have to 
be at our best” when the 
Outlaws hit the field in Little 
River County.

“Our guys have worked 
hard to put themselves in 
this position,” the coach 
added. “This will be our big-
gest game yet. The challenge 
now is to keep working to 
our standard and play our 
best ball moving forward.”

It was windy and cold in 
The Holler Friday with the 
stands packed tight again 
for a night of high school 
football and neither team 
disappointed.

The Dragons were the 
first to get on the board and 
quickly after their defense 
turned the Outlaws back 
on the first possession of the 
game. The Dragons broke a 
75-yard touchdown run on 
their first play and added 
the two-point conversion 
with 9:57 left in the opening 
quarter.

The Outlaws rebounded 
but eventually turned the 
ball over on downs inside 
the 10-yard line. The Dierks 
defense then forced a Drag-
on punt that set up a drive 

capped by a touchdown 
run by quarterback Maclane 
Smith with Maxton Greene 
adding the two-point play 
for an 8-8 tie.

Following an onside kick 
covered by the Outlaws, 
Dierks drove into the second 
quarter before QB Smith 
hit Treaton Alexander for 
a 12-yard TD pass. Greene 
again added the two-point 
conversion for a 16-8 lead 
with 10:37 left in the half.

Another big stand by the 
Outlaw defense and a punt 
gave the ball back to the 
home team. Using the pass 
and the run, the Outlaws 
moved into JC territory and 
with 6:00 left in the half 
Maxton Greene scored and 
ran in the two-point play for 
a 24-8 lead.

The Dragons got right 
back in the game and cut 
the lead to 24-16 with a TD 
pass. The Outlaw lead stood 
at halftime. The second half 
saw JC take the lead back 
(28-24) as the end of the third 
quarter neared.

The Outlaws mounted 
their final drive and worked 
their way down the field 
to set up a scoring run by 
QB Smith with just eight 
seconds left in the game. 
Greene put the nail in the 
coffin with the two-point 
play and a 32-28 final.

The Outlaws collected 
a total of 340 yards with 
131 yards on 6/14 passes 
from QB Smith and 209 on 
the ground in 55 carries. 
Smith hit one TD pass and 
was intercepted once by the 
Dragons.

Smith carried the ball 26 
tines for 87 yards and two 
TDs and Drake Thatcher 
rushed 19 times for 87 yard. 
Greene had 10 carries for 35 
yards and one TD and also 
pulled in three passes for 
61 yards.

Treaton Alexander’s solo 
catch was good for a 12-yard 
TD and Madden Hill caught 
two passes for 58 yards.

Maxton Greene also 
dominated the Outlaw tack-
le chart with 12 combined 
stops followed by seven 
from Tristen Godwin, five 
from Griffin Shankles and 
four each from Jason Bailey 
and Jacoby Faulkner.

The Dragons had 278 
yards of offense.

Outlaws edge out 
Dragons for big 
conference win

Mark Your Football Calendars
Class 2A
Battle

of the Howard 
County Cup

Friday, Oct. 30
Mineral Springs Hornets

@ Dierks Outlaws
Sponsored by The Nashville News-Leader

The Howard County Cup is currently
in the possession of the Mineral Springs Hornets

News-Leader photo/NIKKI FIELDS
MINI-CHEER HALFTIME PERFORMANCE

News-Leader photo/NIKKI FIELDS
OUTLAW DEFENSE TAKING DOWN A DRAGON

News-Leader photo/NIKKI FIELDS
OUTLAW QUARTERBACK MACLANE SMITH IN ACTION



Latimer Funeral Home
Murfreesboro • 870-285-2194

Nashville • 870-845-2233

724 S. Main  • Nashville
870-845-2900

705 S. Main • Nashville 
 870-845-5930                                                          

License # 38194

Coca-Cola/Dr Pepper
Hwy 27 S.  • Nashville

870-845-22622

213 N. Main  
Nashville

870-845-3810

      First State Bank 
Nashville • Dierks • Murfreesboro

Member FDIC

Southwest Chiropractic
& Family Care Clinic

Craig Kirchhoff  & Adley Stewart 
870-845-0707

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF ALL OUR AREA 
FOOTBALL TEAMS IN THEIR QUEST FOR GREATNESS!

Circle the teams you think will win in the entry below. Deadline for entries is Friday at 2 p.m. You can drop entry in box in front 
of the Leader office, or email screenshot of newspaper entry to tracy@nashvilleleader.com or mail your entry form to PO Box 
205, Nashville, AR 71852 (must be postmarked by Friday). Only one entry per person per week. No copies please.

Scott’s Auto Body
506 S. Main St.

Nashville * 870-845-9909

Starz Family 
Restaurant

870-845-4997

Michael Howard
Farm Bureau Insurance

# 417072 • (870) 451-4404

Futrell Marine
Nashville

870-845-3122

920 S. Main • Nashville 
870-845-2121

Stacy Smith, Owner

Roadmart
502 Mine St. • Nashville

870-845-2159

Stavely & Associates
102 N. Main  

Nashville • 870-845-1188

Diamond Insurance
Lic #245424 Nashville • 870-845-2861

Murfreesboro • 870-285-3191

120 W. Sypert
Nashville

paffordems.com

The Hickory House
815 S. Main St. • Nashville 

870-200-9722

130 Medical Circle
Nashville 
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News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
Scrapper defender Blake Moody (9) tackles Cordae Baker of Ashdown in Nashville’s 
35-13 District 7-4A road win Oct. 16. The Scrappers will visit Hope this Friday night.

Allison Ball Horn #7472723 
117 S. Main • 870-845-2880

This week’s John R. Louie  
top games Schirmer  Graves    
Dierks at 
Foreman Dierks Foreman

Murfreesboro at
Junction City JCity JCity

Arkadelphia 
at Ashdown Arkadelphia Ashdown

Fountain Lake
at Malverrn Fountain Fountain

Ouachita Baptist 
at SAU OBU OBU 

Arkansas Tech 
at Henderson State HSU HSU

Harding at 
UA-Monticello Harding Harding

Texas A&M 
at Alabama Bama Bama

Ole Miss 
at Texas Ole Miss Texas

Nashville  
at Hope Nashville Nashville

The
News-Leader’s

2026
PIGSKIN

PREDICTIONS

CIRCLE THE TEAMS YOU THINK WILL WIN
Arkadelphia  at Ashdown

Fountain lake at Malvern

Dierks at Foreman

Murfreesboro at Junction City

Ouachita Baptist at  Southern Arkansas

Arkansas Tech at Henderson State

Harding at UA-Monticello

Texas A&M at Alabama

Ole Miss at Texas

 TIEBREAKER (You must give score)
Nashville  ______ at ______ Hope

Name __________________________________ Phone _______________
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The Murfreesboro Rattlers (1-6) 
ended their losing skid in the 2026 
season with a 22-8 non-conference 
homecoming victory over Moun-
tain Pine (0-7) Friday night at 
Rattler Stadium for homecoming.

Rattler head coach Jay Turley 
agreed the game was not the 
prettiest, but said under the cir-
cumstances it was still beautiful.

He said the loss of six starters 
since the start of the season had 
hampered the Rattlers -- including 
playing time for underclassmen 
and a student athlete pressed into 
defensive backfield duty that had 
not played a lot of safety in his 
career.

“We played our linemen both 
ways for most of the game -- we 
haven’t been doing that. The team 
as a whole really played their 
[backsides] off.”

With a quarterback situation 
in flux following injured starter 
Kooper Caldwell’s exit against 
Dierks, Turley said the offensive 
inconsistency was to be expected, 
noting the limited number of repe-

titions in practice he had received.
However, after the long stretch 

of losing to start the season, Tur-
ley is proud of his team for not 
quitting.

“They haven’t let go of the rope 
-- I’m proud of them -- there is 
no quit in this team. Defensively, 
we were gang tackling with nine 
helmets around the ball often. The 
defensive lineman did a great job 
-- often sprinting twenty yards 
to help with a tackle. We made 
Mountain Pine earn every yard 
they got.”

Turley said a team still compet-
ing as hard as the Rattlers in week 
seven after an 0-6 start was a credit 
to the student athletes, as well as 
his coaching staff who have kept 
the atmosphere positive.

“Most of our problems this 
year we have caused ourselves -- 
but I’m super proud they are still 
fighting their butts off and found 
a way to fight even harder.”

He admits that when the Rat-
tlers went down 8-6 in the third 
quarter he has some trepidation 

of the game slipping away. 
However, a kickoff return and a 

later drive to score and largely kill-
ing the fourth quarter clock sealed 
the deal for the Rattlers.

“It was a much needed win,” 
Turley said of the victory.

This week the Rattlers will 
travel to play the traditional pow-
erhouse Junction City Dragons 
who have stumbled to a a 2-5 
record (1-3 conference) in the 2026 
season.

“They remind me of us in a lot 
of ways,” Turley said. “The have 
found ways to lose games in the 
fourth quarter. They played a very 
tough non-conference schedule, 
including Smackover, Rison and 
Haynesville, Louisiana.”

He said he expects the Dragons 
to come out swinging.

“They are playing for a spot just 
like we are -- if either of us win out, 
we make the playoffs.”

He said regardless of the situ-
ation, the team has plenty to play 
for.

“They are playing for pride 

in the community and the name 
across their chest.”

Turley admits that Junction 
City’s roster is stuffed with talent, 
despite their record, including two 
D-1 recruits Delonte Duff (Arkan-
sas Razorbacks) and Nehemiah 
Caldwell (undeclared, being pur-
sued by several schools).

He said that Dragon QB Jer-
maine Kennedy was dangerous 
both running and had a cannon 
arm.

“Junction City is scary because 
even when they are out of position 
or are beat on a play, they can still 
make the play because of their 
athleticism.

“They are just so fast. That is 
frustrating to admit by teams that 
aren’t as athletic and can only win 
by technique.”

He said the Dragons are well 
coached.

Junction City has lost three 
conference games in a row -- 30-22 
at Mineral Springs, 32-28 versus 
Gurdon and 32-28 at Dierks last 
week.  Turley said Junction just 

couldn’t stop Dierks on the game’s 
final drive.

“If we go do our job, fight our 
butts off, be physical and give 
them hell, we have a chance -- es-
pecially if we can start out well.”

He said his team could not 
get in a scoring contest with the 
Dragons, and that whoever played 
quarterback for the Rattlers can’t 
be put into a position to pass often.

“We will try to shorten the 
game -- a game we can win is 
something like 21-14.”

He concurred that there was no 
way his Rattlers were likely to win 
a first to 50 battle.

“Our defense has largely 
played well this season and is 
playing hard and physical. We 
have to take it to them to have a 
chance. If we can get on them early 
we do have a legitimate chance.”

Turley said that despite the 
lengthy trip to Junction City -- the 
longest road trip of the season -- he 
hoped a good contingent of fans 
follows the team to the Louisiana 
border.

Rattlers top Mountain Pine for first win
Team hits long road Friday to Junction City for conference game

Murfreesboro Diamond photos
MURFREESBORO VS MOUNTAIN PINE Friday night for homecoming onHolloway Field at Rattler Stadium.

The Mineral Springs Hornets dropped to 3-5 overall 
and 2-2 in conference play Friday night after a 55-16 
road loss to the Gurdon Go-Devils.

The team has a bye week Friday and will be off until 
traveling to Dierks on Oct. 30 to face the Outlaws in 
the Howard County Cup.

The Hornets will wrap the regular season on Nov. 

6 with a conference match with the Murfreesboro 
Rattlers.

The loss Friday moved the Hornets to third place 
in the 3-2A standings below Foreman (4-3/3-1) and 
Gurdon (5-2/3-0) and Dierks (6-1/3-0) in the top seat. 
The rest of the conference includes Junction (2-6/0-3) in 
fifth, Murfreesboro (1-6/0-3) and Spring Hill (1-6/0-3).

MS Hornets off this Friday, to return to field
Oct. 30 to face Outlaws for Howard County Cup



BUSINESS 
SERVICES

MINI  STORAGE in Mur-
freesboro. 870-845-6304. 
(gs:4-tf)
--------------------------------------
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
at 202 W. Howard St. on 
Wednesdays Only from  8 to 
9 p.m. Melissa - 870-200-5437, 
Warren 870-557-0446
-------------------------------

NASHVILLE
News-Leader 

Classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE

Subscribe to the Nashville 
News-Leader for only $45 
in trade area.
------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE
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PUBLIC NOTICE

SUBSCRIBE to either a digital or print edition!
THANKS to Everyone Who Reads & Supports

The Nashville News-Leader

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF:  GARY HODGE MARTINDALE 
31 PR-26-73

NOTICE OF PROBATE-TESTATE
Last known address of decedent: 275 Hempstead 27 N, 
Nashville, AR 71852
Date of death: August 12, 2026
An instrument dated July 23, 2026, was on September 

17, 2026, admitted to probate as the last Will of the 
above named decedent, and the undersigned has been 
appointed Executor thereunder. A contest of the probate 
of the Will can be effected only by filing a petition within 
the time provided by law. 
All persons having claims against the estate must 

exhibit them, duly verified, to the undersigned within 
six (6) months from the date of the first publication of 
this notice, or they shall be forever barred and precluded 
from any benefit in the estate. 
This notice first published the October 21, 2026

						      	
Michael Dean Martindale, Executor, by
Aaron R. Brasel, ABN 2009138
Post Office Box 813
Nashville AR 71852
(870) 845-4100 – Telephone  
(AB: 18, 19)

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-11
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 
NO. 2025-16 THE 2026 HOWARD COUNTY 

OPERATING BUDGET ORDINANCE.
BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE QUORUM COURT 
OF HOWARD COUNTY, ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1 : The 2026 Howard County Budget Ordi-
nance No. 2025-16 should be Amended as follows:

Howard County OEM Other Sundry Insurance (1000-
0500-3054) should increase by $324.00, OEM Other Miscel-
laneous (1000-0500-3100) should increase by $5,807.88. The 
increase comes from a reimbursement check from the City 
of Nashville for the City's portion of the Command Center, 
MACC I.

Howard County Elections Social Security Matching 
(1000-0109-1006) should increase by $1,600.00,

General Supplies (1000-0109-2001) should increase by 
$7, 192.79, and Other Professional Services (10000109-3009) 
should increase by $15,000.00. The increase comes from the 
State Board of Election Commissioners for reimbursement 
of the 2026 Primary Election.

Howard County Sheriffs Vehicles (1000-0400-4005) 
should increase by $13,195.00. The increase comes from a 
check from Todd Morris Auction for the sale of 6 Sheriff’s 
Department vehicles at public auction.
Brent Pinkerton-Howard County Judge
Keri Teague-Howard County Clerk
                                                                                                   
September 21, 2026
(This publication was paid for by the Howard County Clerk. 
The amount paid for this publication is $92.25)
(HCC: 18)

2020 DODGE CHALLENGER  
VIN#2C3CDZAG1LH214498 
2020 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
VIN#2GNAXNEV3L6240695 

ARE BEING HELD AT BYPASS DIESEL & WRECKER 
SERVICE, INC. 9224 HWY 278 WEST NASHVILLE, 
AR 71852, 870-845-1597, DUE TO ABANDONMENT. 
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC SALE UNLESS 
CLAIMED WITHIN 10 DAYS. FAILURE TO RECLAIM 
VEHICLES WAVES ALL RIGHTS, TITLE, & INTEREST 
IN ABOVE VEHICLES. VEHICLES MAY BE RECLAIMED 
DURING BUSINESS HOURS BY PROVIDING OWNER-
SHIP, AND BY PAYING ALL CHARGES AGAINST VE-
HICLES. 

(BD: 18)

News-Leader photos/NIKKI FIELDS
POWDER PUFF ACTION IN THE HOLLER. The Feral Freshmen of Dierks High School were the winners of the annual Powder Puff football game that raises funds for 
the annual Steve Martin Junior High Basketball Tournament. Team members include (front from left) coaches Eli Brinkley, Barrett Alexander, Klay Helms, Henry Sem-
mler and water boy Marshall Brinkley; (back) Kinley Pitchford, Kat Gilbert, Addie Salazar, Taigen Collins, Braylee Foran, Berkleigh Hill, Dallie Graham, Brielle Kirby, Faith 
Castleman, and Scarlett Nuttall (Powder Puff MVP). At right, seventh-grader Reese Daniels, playing with the senior team) pulls the flag on K.K. Davis.

Formal charges were submitted in Clark 
County for filing Friday, Oct. 16, against 
Treveon Jeffers, 20, of Prescott , Omareon 
Deshawn Nunally, 21, of Nashville, and 
Hershall Williams Jr., 19, of Arkadelphia.

Jeffers and Nunally were arrested follow-
ing an investigation of a firearm theft and 
a later incident occurring on the campus of 
Henderson State University. The investi-
gation was conducted jointly between the 
Arkadelphia Police Department and Hen-
derson State University Police Department.

As listed in the affidavits accompanying 
the formal charges, on the date of Sept. 2, at 
approximately 2:02 a.m., APD officers were 
dispatched to 201 S. 1st St. for a report of a 
robbery and theft that had just occurred.

Officers were informed by the victim 
that several black males, including Jeffers 
and Nunally, visited the victim’s residence 

earlier that evening. The victim reported 
that Treveon Jeffers took the victim’s Glock 
23 .40 caliber handgun from his person, 
chambered a cartridge into the handgun 
and the left the residence with the other 
individuals. 

On Sept. 4 HSU Police Department offi-
cers received a request to accompany hous-
ing staff for a room check at a residence hall 
on the campus due to the alleged odor of 
marijuana. During the room check, Jeffers 
and Nunally were present and ultimately 
fled the scene while standing outside the 
room accompanied by HSU Housing staff 
before law enforcement officers arrived. 
Neither Jeffers nor Nunally are students at 
Henderson.

Ultimately, officers found several fire-
arms. In the dorm room of Hershall Wil-
liams Jr., officers found a Glock Model 19 

and a Glock 43x handgun. The Glock 43x 
handgun was listed as stolen by the Hope 
Police Department.

Additionally, officers found the stolen 
Glock 23 .40 caliber handgun in a separate 
area of the residence hall. Officers also 
determined that the Glock 23 which had 
been stolen was equipped with an unlaw-
ful device that modified the weapon from 
semi-automatic operation in violation of 
federal and state law.

Officers later arrested the victim on un-
related charges stemming from the illegal 
firearm modification.

Jeffers was formally charged with the 
offenses of possession of firearms on school 
property, a class D felony; theft of property, 
a class D felony; criminal use of prohibited 
weapons, a class D felony; and possession of 
firearms by certain persons, a class B felony.

Nunally was formally charged with the 
offense of possession of firearms on school 
property, a class D felony.

Williams was formally charged with the 
offenses of Theft by Receiving and Posses-
sion of Firearms on School Property, both 
class D felonies.  

Jeffers, Nunally and Williams previ-
ously appeared before Clark County Circuit 
Judge Blake Batson following their arrests 
with Williams’s bond being set at $35,000 
and Jeffers and Nunally’s bond set at the 
amount of $85,000 each subject to additional 
conditions of electronic monitoring, random 
drug screens, no contact with the campus 
of Henderson State University and no pos-
session of weapons. 

Arraignment for all three individuals has 
been scheduled for Nov. 3 in Clark County 
Circuit Court.

Local man charged in Clark County with others after firearm theft



6B Sports		                                                       Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2026                                                       Nashville News-Leader

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
Scrapper fans try to stay warm on the first cold night of the season Oct. 16 at Ash-
down. Temperatures dipped into the 40s Friday night.

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
Bryce Perrin (7), Bo Dean (12) and DJ Jefferson return to the sideline following Per-
rin’s first quarter touchdown against the Panthers.

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
DJ Jefferson (8) evades the Ashdown tackler on a big gain for the Scrappers, setting 
up a Bryce Perrin touchdown.

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
Jace Wright (54), Luke Lacie (56) and Milik Gilliam (52) clear the way for Jacoby 
Hopson Oct. 16. Hopson gained 171 yards on 17 carries against Ashdown.

News-Leader photo/LAYLA SIRMON
The junior high band performs at halftime during Nashville’s conference win over 
Ashdown Thursday, Oct. 15, at Scrapper Stadium.

News-Leader photo/LAYLA SIRMON
Brantley Goodwin (19) and Jahce Curry (4) stop the 
Ashdown ball carrier last Thursday night in the junior 
high Scrappers’ home victory.

News-Leader photo/LAYLA SIRMON
Lucas Lowery (2) hands the ball off to Jahce Curry (4).

News-Leader photo/LAYLA SIRMON
Gage Kinkade (8) holds on Bryan Cervantes’ PAT.
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Blake Moody, Nashville
Blake, a Scrap-
per junior, 
recorded 11 
tackles Friday 
night, Oct. 16, in 
Nashville’s 35-
13 District 7-4A 
victory over Ash-
down. With the 
win, the Scrap-
pers ran their 
season record to 
7-0.
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