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Band boosters to sell
chances for hunting pack

MUREFREESBORO -- The Rattler band boost-
ers are hosting a fundraiser featuring drawings
for three outdoor products.

The drawing will be held during the Friday,
Oct. 30 Spring Hill home game.

The winner ticket holder will win a 30-gal-
lon American Hunter gravity feeder, an 18-
foot Muddy Legend XLT archery stand and a
bolt action Glenfield 350 Legend rifle with a
3-12x44 Sig scope.

Tickets are $5 each or $20 for five tickets.

To purchase tickets, use the QR Code below
or pay via Cash App to $rattlerbandboosterl.
All participants must be at least 18 years of
age, and should keep receipt as proof of entry.
When purchasing tickets, please add your full
name and phone number in the payment note.

All proceeds from the sales will support the
Rattler Band.
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Pecan orders now
being taken for holidays

MURFREESBORO -- The Pike County Con-
servation District is now taking orders for
Fresh Mammoth Pecans, assorted flavors of
Fudge and Raw Peanuts.

The last day to order is October 21. Payment
is required when order is placed.

For more information or to place an order
call during business hours on Monday through
Wednesday (870) 285-2424 or email Pikecoun-
tyconservation@gmail.com. The office address
is 131 N. Kelley St. Murfreesboro, AR. 71958.

Orders should arrive the second week in No-
vember.

Benefit set for Delight
resident this Sunday

DELIGHT -- A benefit meal will be held for
Angel Rowton in Delight on Sunday, Sept. 13.

The event will start at noon at the Delight
School Cafeteria.

The meal will consist of a pork butt plate
with sides, drink and a dessert for $12 or great-
er donation.

All proceeds from the event will go directly
to Rowton to help with her medical expenses
and daily needs during her battle with cancer.

DO YOU KNOW
SOMETHING
WORTH TELLING?

Submit Your Local

News to the Diamond!
mdiamond@windstream.net
Call (870) 285-2723 For More Information

Staff photos

OFF AND RUNNING ... The Murfreesboro Junior High Rattlers are 2-0 on the season with victories of 22-16 over Centerpoint and 34-8 over
Danville at home last week. The Junior Rattlers will be off this week before returning to the field on September 19 at Mineral Springs.
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Tough loss to Danville makes Rattlers 0-2 early
Squad travels to Genoa Central to battle undefeated Dragons Friday

DANVILLE -- The Murfreesboro Rattlers fell
to 0-2 on the season after a heartbreaking 35-34
loss on the road at Danville last week.

The Rattlers fell behind as Danville’s Jake
Crane scored on a 37-yard TD rush for the
game’s only first quarter score

MHS would get back into the game on an
Aiden “Bubba” Stinson 17 yard TD rush in the
early second quarter. The two-point conversion
failed, leaving Danville with a 7-6 lead.

On the ensuring possession Danville broke
free for a 65 yard TD run. The PAT attempt was
no good, extending their lead to 13-6.

The Stinson show continued in the second
quarter, as the back caught a pair of passes from
QB Kooper Caldwell (47 and 30 yards) to give
the Rattlers a 22-13 lead heading into halftime.

Danville would come back quickly in the
third, returning the opening kickoff 60 yards
for a touchdown, narrowing their deficit to 22-
20.

Keith Wilkinson would score on a six-yard
reception, and after the two-point conversion
failed, the Rattlers extended their lead to 28-20.

Crane would cap the next Danville posses-
sion with a one yard TD run, and with the two-
point conversion tied the score at 28.

Caldwell would cap the next Rattler drive
with a two-yard rush for a score. The two-point
conversion failed, giving Murfreesboro a 34-28
lead heading into the final quarter.

MHS would utilize a drive that ate up much
of the fourth quarter (from seven to two min-

utes), but ultimately came up unfruitful in the
red zone, returning the ball to Danville with
just two minutes remaining in the game.

That proved to be more than enough for
Danville, who scored with an 8 yard run and
successful PAT kick to win the game 35-34.

Overall, the Rattlers (417 yards on 76 plays)
outgained the Little Johns (364 yards on 55
plays) with a very balanced offense — 197 yards
passing and 220 rushing.

Danville was much more ground based,
rushing for 316 yards and passing for 48.

MHS had 20 first downs, and was very ef-
ficient on late down attempts, going 7-16 on
third down, but 4-5 on fourth down conver-
sions.

Danville was 3-8 on third down conversions
and 0-4 on fourth down attempts.

Murfreesboro had three direct turnovers
(one fumble, two interceptions) to Danville’s
one (fumble).

The Rattlers won the penalty battle (6/39
yards) versus Danville (7/16 yards) but two of
those came at a very costly time for Murfrees-
boro — a holding call that helped end the final
drive and a roughing the passer call that helped
progress Danville’s game winning drive.

Individually, Caldwell was 21/32 passing
for 197 yards, three TDs and a pair of intercep-
tions. He would also rush for 94 yards on 15
attempts and a touchdown.

Stinson had 118 yards on 19 rushes with a
score and seven receptions for 96 yards, two

TDs and a two-point conversion.

Wilkinson would add 68 yards on seven re-
ceptions, a touchdown and a two-point conver-
sion reception.

Cayden Ballard had three receptions for 19
yards.

Danville’s QB Crane was 5/12 through the
air for 35 yards and gained 135 yards on 13
rushes and two touchdowns.

COACH’S COMMENTS

In spite of the loss, head coach Jay Turley
said that he was “probably the most proud” of
the Rattlers effort Friday night as any team he
has ever coached.

“I saw a bunch of kids who fought their
hearts out for 48 minutes and left it all on the
field.”

Turley said injuries had the team down to
it's final reserves going into the final part of the

ame.

“T looked over to the sideline, and I couldn’t
find someone to put in ... but the kids that were
in there were giving it their all. They were tap-
ping their [helmet], and I was like ‘T can’t pull
you, I don’t have anyone else to put in.” Ulti-
mately, we just came up on the short end of the
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stick Friday night.”

Turley said he would never blame the officials for an out-
come, but a “phantom” holding call in the last drive negated a
first down at the five-yard line and put the Rattlers behind the
sticks in the red zone. On the ensuing possession that culmi-
nated in the Little John’s game winning drive, a roughing the
passer call was at best “a bang-bang play, a 50/50 call, more like
70/30 against ... I wouldn’t have called it.”

“The holding call just killed us - it made us have to throw the
ball, and we didn’t have our whole crew in there. There was just
very limited things we could do [in that moment].”

Turley said Stinson came into the game sick, and was literally
running on fumes at the very end in his overall excellent game.

“He had an unbelievable game - didn’t play a lot of defense
because he was sick ... he was throwing up before the game, he
didn’t look well. You can build on things like that, when you
have kids that are tough and get out there and compete, even
when they don’t feel well. I would have carried him off the field
if Ineeded to.”

Despite the 0-2 record, Turley said there was nothing to be
concerned about as of yet.

“Itold the kids after the game there was nothing to hang their
head about — we played a good 3-A football team. Prior to the
game, I didn’t know if we would have a chance to win. Then
we had a 22-point second quarter and a 15-point third quarter.
We should have scored to win the game in the fourth, but it was
nothing to be ashamed about.”

“We played hard and physical,” Turley said. I got a text from
Danville’s head coach and he talked about how beat up his team
was after the game. That's always good to hear — I don’t think
that was ever the case last year. We came to hit and we did.”

The injury list has mounted for the Rattlers early in the season,
and Turley said it was going to come down to mental toughness
in order to move forward.

“A lot of our guys don’t know the difference between pain
and injury — and until we figure that out, we may stay banged
up all year. Football is painful.”

It continued to impact the team Monday, as roughly half the
roster was at practice in the early morning of Labor Day.

“There is a difference between a pain and an injury - an in-
jury is okay. I get it — you are injured. But we have kids that are
playing through injures, and we have some kids that are banged
up and can’t play. That's frustrating. [Monday] we had 15 kids
show up [to practice] ... that's frustrating. We had a couple kids
that were sick, the rest were just no shows, and that’s just dis-
appointing. We had a long talk with the guys that were here,
and they need to step up and be the voice of accountability to
those that weren’t here - it’s unacceptable. We are here, trying to
win football games. We have a good football team. After Friday
night I am sure of that, showed me all I needed to see. Danville
was pretty dang good — bigger, faster and stronger than us, and
we really beat their butts. We won almost every statistical cat-
egory, except the one that matters — the scoreboard. We were just
wore out on that last possession, and not up two scores because
we didn’t execute the drive before. They ran the ball down our
throats.”

The last drive aside, Turley felt the Rattlers were better overall
conditioned than Danville, and said the Little Johns head coach
agreed.

“If [Danville] was in better shape, they might have beat us by
two touchdowns instead of squeaking out a one point win. They
are bigger, faster, stronger than we were, they were supposed to
win the game. They are well coached, athletic kids, with size up
front. So, yes, our conditioning could be better, but we are get-
ting there. It’s just hard in this heat, because there is only so far
we can push them so far. There is a fine line to where you can
push them, and then it becomes dangerous, and I will always err
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of the side of caution. I will always take care of the kids first.”

On the positive side of things, Turley said the team may have
found some answers on Friday night, rushing for 220 yards.

“I don’t think we did that last year at all ... we were very bal-
anced, and our defense played really good early, until we just
ran out of gas. Lots of positives, we played really physical ...
lots of positives to build on. Kooper Caldwell had a great game,
both at quarterback, and played defense for us - has to of the
biggest hits we’ve had all year. He threw the ball efficiently, two
interceptions one just came out of his hand wrong, the other was
a missed read. Other than that he was on -- at one point he had
ten completions is a row, he just finished the game unbeliev-
able after a slow start. The offensive line played 110% better than
they did the week before. We were more physical and moved
people out of the hole. It took us a while, but once we got going

.. we rushed for 220 yards. They were doing something right.
We found some things we can do well, and try to stick to that.
We have things we can work on that we do well.”

Turley said the last two weeks, as well as Friday night’s game,
would set them up for the conference season.

“We are playing tough competition to set up ourselves up for
the conference battles to come. Our conference is better this year
— Junction City and Gurdon are up to number two in the state,
depending on what poll you look at, Mineral Springs and Dierks
are ranked statewide.”

However, Turley feels his squad is being overlooked thus far,
and is fine with that.

“We are better than what people think we are, and that’s fine,
I like being the underdog. We had the bullseye on our back last
year, being two-time defending conference champs. Everybody
was out for the Murfreesboro Rattlers and gave us their best
game.”

AT GENOA CENTRAL

Turley said this week the Rattlers would travel to play a
“much improved” Genoa Central team.

The Dragons are 2-0 with wins over Spring Hill (18-0) and
Parkers Chapel (32-6) in the first two weeks of the season.

“They haven’t beat any powerhouses, but they are 2-0. They
are gaining confidence, and I am sure this is a game they think
they need to win, because their conference is brutal. If they are
going to win another game, I'm sure they feel like this is the
week.”

Turley said that it would be good for the Rattlers to win a
game for confidence.

“I don’t think our kids are down, I think they understand they
are getting better, but it still would be nice to have a win under
our belt before conference. I'd like for them to get that, but we
will have to play well, and a lot of that may depend on how
mended we get this week.”

The Rattlers will have a bye week following the game against
Genoa Central, which should allow they to mend some of the
ails.

“The goal of this week is to not get anyone so injured they
can’t be back after the off-week, and we need to take advantage
of that,” said Turley.

Garrett Lamb, according to Turley is the Rattlers’ best offen-
sive and defensive lineman, and has missed the first two weeks
of the season.

“If he’s not 100% by Friday, he’s not going to go.”

Turley then credited sophomores Benji Brewer at offensive
guard and Jaxon Crabtree at defensive end for stepping in and
spelling him while he was out.

On other injury fronts, Cayden Ballard is still nursing a
sprained ankle and Cale Humphry also has a lower leg ailment.

“We've got to get healed ... football is a war of attrition. You
have to be both mentally and physically tough to play this game
and play through it.”

Turley said Drake Eoff was likely out for the season with torn
ligaments, while Alex Parker was likely out for two to three
more weeks with his injury.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Starting August 31, 2026, the Pike County Road Depart-
ment will be replacing culverts off the highway on John Ash-
ley Road. This process could take up to 2 weeks. All traffic
will need to be redirected to Deer Run Lane.

Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause. If you have
any questions, please contact the Pike County Judge’s Office
at 870-285-2414.

Eddie Howard
Pike County Judge

(p.c.j., 67w., 9,10)
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Entire state urged caution
as wildfire risk heightens

LITTLE ROCK -- The Arkansas Department of Agriculture is
urging Arkansans to stay alert as wildfire danger continues to
rise across the state. All 75 counties are now designated at a high
wildfire risk, and more than 65 counties have active burn bans.
Persistent drought and extremely dry vegetation have created
conditions where fires can ignite easily, spread quickly, and be-
come difficult to control.

Wildfire risk levels are determined using current fuel dry-
ness, drought indicators, and long-range weather forecasts.
Unattended campfires, debris burning, and other outdoor flame
sources can escape containment in moments.

RECOMMENDED PRECAUTIONS

To help reduce the likelihood of wildfire ignition, the Depart-
ment urges residents to:

* Avoid all outdoor burning, including campfires, trash burn-
ing, grilling with open flames, and any prescribed or controlled
burns.

* Never leave an outdoor flame unattended.

* Use caution when driving or operating machinery near
dry vegetation. Avoid driving over tall, dry grass; ensure trailer
chains do not drag; and do not drive on flat tires.

* Properly extinguish and dispose of cigarettes—never dis-
card them outdoors.

Smoke or fire should be reported immediately to the Depart-
ment at 1-800-468-8834 or to local authorities.

Arkansans can monitor current conditions by checking the
Department’s county-by-county fire map, viewing active inci-
dents on the wildfire dashboard.

Arkansas is home to more than 18.8 million acres of forests
and over 11.5 billion trees. The Department protects more than
15 million acres of non-federal forestland through seven dis-
tricts across the state, where foresters and rangers work daily
to prevent, detect, and suppress wildfires. The Department cur-
rently maintains a force of 175 wildland firefighters to support
wildfire response in all regions of Arkansas.

LOCAL BURN BAN NEWS

Following a following a recent wildfire at Cowhide Cove, all
locals and visitors to the area are urged to be extra vigilant as
wildfire danger continues across the state and area.

In a safety notice issued by PotlachDeltic, shared to the news-
paper by the Murfreesboro Fire Department, the company has a
complete fire ban on its properties and leased land units.

The following activities are prohibited:

* No mowing or bushhogging

* No grilling or outdoor cooking involving open flames

* Be cautious when when towing on the property. Wheel rims
on underinflated tires and dragging chains can create sparks
when they come into contact with pavement or rocks in the soil.

* Do not park in tall grass -- hot exhaust systems in grassy or
wooded areas may create a fire hazard.

* No smoking, fireworks or tannerite

Officials are asking all clubs, members and guests to be aware
of the temporary restrictions.

It was stated that the restrictions could remain in place for
some time and it.was cruical for everyone to to be aware and
exercise caution. The company said users will be notified once
the burn ban was lifted.

According to the Murfreesboro Fire Department, Weyer-
haeuser owned properties have also gone under a stringent fire
ban.

The Murfreesboro Fire Department reminds residents that
wildfires should be reported by calling 9-1-1.

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MARGARET ANN GLOVER, DECEASED NO. 55PR-26-47
NOTICE

Last known address of decedent: 31 Claussen Road, Langley,
AR 71952
Date of death: October 14, 2025

On August 28, 2026, an Affidavit for Collection of
Small Estate by an distributee was filed with respect to the
Estate of Margaret Ann Glover, deceased, with the Clerk of
the Probate Division of the Circuit Court of Pike County, Ar-
kansas, under Ark. Code Ann. §28-41-101. The legal descrip-
tion of the real property listed in the Affidavit is as follows:

The N-1/2 W-1/2 E-1/2 SW-1/4 SW-1/4 of Section
32, Township 5 South, Range 26 West. LESS AND ACCEPT
the South 261.74 feet of the West % of the NE-1/4 SW-1/4
SW-1/4 of Section 32, Township 5 South, Range 26 West,
Pike County, Arkansas, more particularly described as fol-
lows: Beginning at the Southwest corner of said NE-1/4 SW-
1/4 SW-1/4 as shown on this Survey Plat; thence North 01
degree 30 minutes 34 seconds East 261.74 feet; thence South
88 degrees 32 minutes 47 seconds East 332.64 feet; thence
South 01 degrees 24 minutes 49 seconds West 261.74 feet to
the South line thereof; thence North 88 degrees 32 minutes 47
seconds West 333.08 feet to the point of beginning, contain-
ing 2.00 acres, more or less in this exception.

All persons having claims against the estate must exhibit
them, duly verified, to the distributee or her attorney within
three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this
notice, or they shall be forever barred and precluded from
any benefit in the estate. Provided, claims for injury or death
caused by negligence of the decedent shall be filed within
six (6) months from the date of the first publication of the
Notice, or they shall be forever barred and precluded from
any benefit in such estate.

This notice first published this 2nd day of September, 2026.

Norma Barron, Affiant/Distributee
BY: Victor Martin, ABN 2018116
Attorney at Law

420 N. Main, Suite One

P. O. Box 922

Nashville, AR 71852

(870) 845-5256 phone

(v.m. 380w. 9,10)

FOR COLUMBUS DAY HOI.IDAY
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GLENWOOD OFFICE
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MHS ‘Alma Mater’ traces back to 1939 Obituaries
FROM THE ARCHIVES

School spirit at Murfreesboro High
School found its expression in November
of 1939 when M.H.S. got its Alma Mater.

Two M.H.S. Students are credited with
its creation. A note in a scrapbook that
has survived the years mentions Betty
Jean Callaway and Welton Meeks as the
composers of the “lovely dedication to
Murphy Hi.”

Meeks (1921-2005) came to Murfrees-
boro as a transfer in 1938, and left shortly
after 1939 when his family moved to
Lockesburg, Arkansas. He had a long ca-
reer, after a time in the Navy, as an educa-
tor in California.

He was likely the composer of the Alma
Mater’s music, given he was a diligent
student of the piano.

It was common for classes at that time
to have a “poet” and Betty Callaway
possibly filled that position, and was
tasked with the responsibility of the po-
etic composition of the Alma Mater. After
graduating from M.H.S. she lived in Mur-
freesboro until 1946 when she and her

cated to the school:
ALMA MATER

husband, Bill Hargis (married in 1943),
moved to Warren, Arkansas.

The Rattler yearbook of 1947 contains
a page with the Alma Mater followed by
another poem (author unknown) dedi-

A students humble love we bring
Our Alma Mater we will sing
We'll love and cherish till we die
All glory to the Murphy Hi!

For faith and hope and loyalty

Fond memories that around thee cling
Our hearts are pledged to thee we sing
All glory to the Murphy Hi!

THANK GOD FOR M.H.S.

Pike County Archives and History Society

Thank God for our school, for her wel-
come and cheer,

Thank God for her campus with it's
memories dear.

Thank God for her standards, that have

given her fame,
Thank God for M.H.S. The grand old

name.

for you!

Thank God for our founders, for their
vision and dreams;

Thank God for the spirit that has gov-
erned our teams;

Thank God for our teachers who have
guided us through;

Thank God, dear school----Thank God

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

‘Flying Razorbacks’ from Warthogs to Reapers

BY JOHN BOOZMAN
U.S. Senator, Arkansas

operation with multiple pri-
mary mission sets, including
global operations performed
24/7 by pilots and intelligence
officers.

The fact that these airmen
now go home to their families
every night instead of serv-
ing overseas for weeks and
months at a time is perhaps
the most prominent difference
between them and previous
generations of Flying Razor-
backs personnel. I was struck
by that contrast as well as sev-
eral other observations while

The Flying Razorbacks of
the Arkansas Air National
Guard have sat in many dif-
ferent pilot seats over seven
decades. Throughout that his-
tory, our airmen have flown
everything from modified
bombers in the 1950s to fighter
aircraft like the F-4, F-16 and
A-10.

But their current mission is
the most unique yet and pro-
vides a glimpse into what 21st

most 60,000 flight hours and
supported nine personnel re-
covery events.

At the anniversary celebra-
tion, commanders shared their
pride at the unit’s incredible
reputation within the US.
Air Force and cited many ex-
amples when commanders
on the ground in other parts
of the world have requested
the Flying Razorbacks for a
mission. The Wing's profes-
sionalism and success rate is
legendary and even earned its
184th Attack Squadron honors

This daily deployment is
a new challenge for our men
and women in uniform and
something I will keep in mind
every time I visit with them.

Stories and anniversaries
like that of the Flying Razor-
backs remind us that free-
dom is never free. I hope all
Arkansans will continue to
support our men and women
in uniform every day with
the knowledge that they are
defending our nation both
abroad and in our own back-
yard.

Sheri Nettles, 5T Murfreeshoro

Sheri Nettles, 57, of Mur-
freesboro, Arkansas passed
away on Monday, August 31,
2026, in Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas. She was born August 29,
1969, in Magnolia, Arkansas
the daughter of Reda Gregory
Ledbetter and the late Joe Led-
better.

Mrs. Nettles was a member
of the Trinity Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Murfreesboro.
Survivors include her three

sons Cory Seals, Cody Seals
and John David Watson and
wife Allie. Her mother Reda
Ledbetter, her three grand-
children; her brother Larry Joe
Ledbetter, and her significant
other Doug Blansett.

A memorial service was be
held on Thursday, September
3, at Latimer Funeral Home in
Murfreesboro, with Bro. Curtis
Abernathy and her son John
David Watson officiating.

Dennis Carl Gammon, 68, Nashville

Dennis Carl Gammon, 68,
of Nashville, Arkansas, passed
away peacefully on Septem-
ber 1, 2026, surrounded by his
loving family. He was born on
March 9, 1958, in Fairbanks,
Alaska.

Left to cherish his memory
are his children, Tarah Gentry
(Philip), Geoffrey Gammon
(Hannah), and Joshua Gam-
mon (Diane); his grandchil-
dren; and his great-grandchil-
dren. Heis also survived by his

sisters, JoAnn Bennett (Jimmy)
and Nancy Hanney (Frankie),
and a large and loving extend-
ed family, including numerous
cherished nieces, nephews,
and other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Carl Gammon
and Margie Flemister Gam-
mon, and his sister, Laraine
Carol Gammon.

A private service will be
held by the family.
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century military service looks
like for some servicemembers.

The 188th Wing recently
celebrated 10 years of its new-
est mission conducting intel-
ligence, surveillance, recon-
naissance and precision strike
operations with the MQ-9A
Remotely Piloted  Aircraft
(RPA), commonly known as
“Reapers.” It is a notable an-
niversary when you look at
the unit’s incredible transition
from its fighting wing assign-
ment - the last of which pro-
vided close-air support via the
A-10 fighter, with its airframe
first introduced in 1977 - to a
state-of-the-art, high-security
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reflecting on this milestone.
Another was the tremen-
dous dedication that brought
this mission here to the River
Valley. I am so proud of the
community and servicemem-
bers who showed once again
that Fort Smith is an incred-
ible place with a deep com-
mitment to our armed forces.
I also continue to be im-
pressed by the accomplish-
ments of these guardsmen in
such a short period of time.
The mission did not exist at
Ebbing Air National Guard
Base until 2016, yet the Flying
Razorbacks have already com-
pleted 3,123 sorties, logged al-

1-855-576-5653
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

UAMS

A: Prostate cancer is a growth of
cells in the prostate, a walnut-
sized gland under the bladder in
males. It is estimated to be the
most commonly diagnosed form
of cancer in the United States,
according to the National Cancer
Institute, with approximately
334,000 new cases in 2026.
Prostate cancer can be detected
early through screening, is very
treatable, and has a high survival
rate.

The condition is most frequently
diagnosed in men ages 65 to 74,
with 68 as the median age of
diagnosis. Men ages 55 to 64 and
75 to 84 are next at risk; prostate
cancer is less common in men
younger than 40. Men with a
family history of the disease are
also more at risk.

Prostate cancer develops slowly
and symptoms may not be
present in its early stages.

mOUSE CALL &

Dr. Bala Simon is an associate professor in the Department
of Family and Preventive Medicine in the College of Medicine
at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences.

Q: How common is prostate cancer?

Symptoms include blood in the
urine, difficulty urinating, more
frequent urination, or waking
during the night to urinate. An
enlarged prostate (benign
prostatic hyperplasia or BPH) can
also cause these symptoms.

Treatment for prostate cancer
depends upon the stage of the
disease. See your healthcare
provider if you experience
symptoms, particularly if you are
older than age 50 or have a
family history of prostate cancer.

Email your health questions to housecall@uams.edu.

as the best RPA unit in the na-
tion last year.

But beyond this unit’s in-
credible work, I hope Arkan-
sans will also appreciate the
unique challenge of this mis-
sion and what it means for
modern military service.

In the past, we would send
our citizen-airmen off on a de-
ployment and pray they came
home safe to us. They would
be focused and on-mission
while on active duty and then
work on the challenge of re-
turning home to normal rou-
tines when their tour ended.

That is not always the case
now. The airmen of the 188th
are employed-in-place or, es-
sentially, deployed-in-place —
every day of the week. They
carry out critical missions we
hear about on the news and
then go home for supper or at-
tend a t-ball game. They can-
not even tell their spouse what
they did at work that day.

PIKE COUNTY S

BY RICK FLOYD

Fading light leads to fall

The start of football season is the herald of the coming of fall
for many people each year. However, there may be a better way
to see autumn approaching than sitting in the bleachers on a
sweltering summer day. The month of September is the transi-
tion month between the seasons, and offers an important clue
that change is coming. This month there is a dramatic shift in
changing daylight. You can see it happening as sunrise gets later
and later, and sunset is a bit earlier each day. We will, in fact, lose
about an hour of daylight this month, and the reason is because of
Earth’s tilt on its axis (26 % degrees) and its particular position in
its orbit around the Sun. During the summer the northern hemi-
sphere leans toward the Sun, but as we move around to fall, Earth
is starting to tilt away from the Sun. You can visualize this by
holding a stick up at eye level giving it a bit of an angle then move
it around an imaginary sun without changing the tilt angle. The
top of the stick leans toward the “sun” representing the northern
hemisphere, us in summer, then tilts away on the other side of the
orbit representing winter. The two places in between represent
autumn and spring.

Not only do we have rapidly shortening days this month, but
you will notice that the angle of the Sun is getting lower each day
as well. The areas north of us experience an even more dramatic
shift of daylight time this month. Seattle, for example, loses about
98 minutes and Chicago about 80.

Those who are familiar with the so-called romance languages,
French, Italian, Spanish and their root, Latin might wonder why
the ninth month of our year has reference to seven. Our calendar
has its origin in an early Roman calendar that for some reason
did not name any months in the “dead” of winter. So, there were
only ten named months originally. Septem is Latin for seven, and
when later Romans added January and February they did not
change the names of the original months, so September stayed
number seven despite being the ninth month in the new calendar.

Astronomical fall (the autumnal equinox) begins this year on
September 22 at 7:05 p.m. CDT. Meteorologist, however, have
a system of consistent seasons making each of the four three
months long. Meteorological fall starts on September 1 and ends
on November 30 each year.

Send Your Community Announcements
mdiamond @windstream.net
Call (870) 285-2723 for More Information
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Murfreesboro Diamond

Pike County Fair Week is here -- come out and support our youth

The Pike County Fair is officially underway
this week, and the fairgrounds will soon be
filled with livestock, exhibits, families, friends,
and plenty of excitement! For many of our
young exhibitors, fair week is something they
have been working toward for months. Long
before the gates open and the first animal en-
ters the show ring, these youth have spent
countless hours feeding, caring for, practicing
with, and preparing their animals for their op-
portunity to compete.

Throughout the week, we encourage every-
one in Pike County to come out and support
our livestock exhibitors. You don’t have to have
a child showing or know everything about live-
stock to enjoy a show. Come sit in the stands,
cheer for the exhibitors, and see firsthand just
how much work these young people have put
into their projects.

While the ribbons, banners, and trophies are
exciting, one of the most important opportu-
nities to support our youth comes at the Pike
County Fair Premium Sale. The Premium Sale
is an opportunity for local businesses, organi-
zations, families, and individuals to show their

Y
X

SHANNON BAI.I.ARIM HPROGRAM ASSISTAIIT
< UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE PIKE COUNTY

PHONE (870) 285-2161+ E-MAIL SBALLARD @ UADA.EDU

support for the young people who have worked
throughout the year on their livestock projects.
When you support an exhibitor through the
Premium Sale, you are doing much more than
contributing money. You are recognizing their
dedication, responsibility, and hard work. For a
young exhibitor standing in that sale ring, see-
ing local businesses and community members
supporting them sends a powerful message:

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

OCC workshop to hear about
mission trip to Paraguay

NASHVILLE -- The public is invited to at-
tend an Operation Christmas Child (OCC)
Workshop on Saturday, Sept. 26 from 1-3 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church Family Activities
Building, 417 North 2nd Street, in Nashville.

The guest speaker, will be Jim Herman, who
recently returned from an Operation Christmas

Child Mission Trip to Paraguay where he par-
ticipated in the distribution of OCC shoeboxes
to children in three churches. The workshop
will be a fun time learning more about Opera-
tion Christmas Child and meeting new people.
There will be light refreshments served.

MURFREESBORO SENIOR ADULT CENTER LUNCH MENU

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Chicken dumplings, peas & carrots, corn-
bread, lemon pudding cake

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

Fried fish, coleslaw, pinto beans, hushpup-
pies, cream cheese brownies

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

Pulled pork on bun, bakes beans, fries, ap-
ple crisp

Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more information
(870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day at 8 a.m. Carry out is available for $6.00

your hard work matters, and your community
believes in you.

We especially encourage our local businesses
to getinvolved. Supporting the Premium Sale is
an investment in Pike County’s young people.
These exhibitors are developing responsibil-
ity, work ethic, perseverance, communication
skills, and sportsmanship—qualities that will
follow them long after their days in the show
ring are over. And you don’t have to be a busi-
ness owner to make a difference. Individuals,
families, organizations, and groups can sup-
port the sale, too. Every contribution, regard-
less of size, helps show these young people that
Pike County stands behind them.

Fair week is one of those special times when
our entire county has the opportunity to come
together. Walk through the exhibit buildings.
Admire the projects. Visit the livestock barns.
Attend a show. Encourage an exhibitor. And
when Premium Sale time arrives, consider
raising your hand and investing in one of
our youth. The ribbons will eventually fade
and another fair week will come and go, but
our young people will remember the com-
munity that showed up for them. This week,
let’s fill the stands, support the Premium Sale,
and show our exhibitors just how proud Pike
County is of them. Come to the fair. Cheer on
our kids. Support the sale. Invest in our youth.

PUBLIC NOTICE

FIRST STATE BANK OF DE QUEEN/PIKE
COUNTY,
Plaintiff

VS.

JENNIFER D. SMITH and STATE OF
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
AND ADMINISTRATION,

Defendants

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS
CIVIL DIVISION

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned commissioner, pursuant to the Foreclo-

NO. 55CV-26-42

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

(870) 285-2723 » mdiamond@windstream.net

Keep up with all the news - delivered to your door for $45/year locally

JUSTIFIED BY FAITH
Romans 5:1
Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior, made it possible for
all who are children of God to
be righteous in our Father’s
sight. The absence of conflict
between us and God, conflict
caused by our sins, is peace of

and be obedient to the will of
God because Jesus came to
earth and lived, died and rose
again. This good news was
preached in His Holy Name.
Submission to God’s will is
not enough to justify us from
our sins in God’s sight. Paul
says in Romans 5:6 - For when
we were still without strength,
in due time Christ died for
the ungodly. This is an in-
sight into the actions of God
on our part for forgiveness.

mind and soul. We can know |

‘Dear Preacher’

By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ

F

The sacrifice of Jesus on Cal-
vary brought that peace that
passes understanding. We are
cleansed through the blood of
Jesus from our sins and we are
saved from the wrath of God.
We are therefore reconciled
to God because He has set us
free from the guilt of our sins.
How profound and comfort-
ing it is to know that through
the Lord Jesus we are in har-

mony with the desires of our
God. We are daily traveling
in the direction that leads to
favor with God and an eternal

home in Heaven.
Philippians 4:7-8 - Finally,
brethren, whatever things

are true, whatever things are
noble, whatever things are
just, whatever things are pure,
whatever things are lovely,
whatever things are of good
report, if there is anything
praiseworthy, meditate on
these things. The things which
you learned and received and
heard and saw in me do, and
the God of peace will be with
you. God approves us and His
peace is ours when we submit
ourselves to Him in thought
and in deed.

Paid Advertisement

sure Decree of the Circuit Court of Pike County, Arkansas, which was rendered on August
25, 2026, in which First State Bank of De Queen/Pike County is the Plaintiff and Jennifer D.
Smith and State of Arkansas Department of Finance and Administration are the Defendants,
will on October 28, 2026, offer for sale at public auction in the lobby, 1* Floor, of the County
Courthouse in Murfreesboro, Pike County, Arkansas, to the highest and best bidder the fol-
lowing property situated in Pike County, Arkansas:

Tract No 1:

Part of the S 1/2 NE 1/4 of Section 18, Township 8 South, Range 25 West, in Murfreesboro,
Arkansas, described as follows: From the Southeast corner of the SE 1/4 NE 1/4, run North
1200 feet to the South Right of Way line of State Highway No. 27; thence run South 52 degrees
30" West 1667 feet along said Right of Way to the Point of Beginning; thence continue the same
angle along said Highway 250 feet to the South boundary of the S1/2 NE 1/4 ; thence East
along the South boundary of the S 1/2 NE 1/4 225 feet; thence Northerly 168 feet to the Point
of Beginning, being a triangle, containing 0.47 acres, more of less.

Tract No. 2:

The West 45 feet of even width of the following described lands: A tract of land located
in the S1/2 of the NE 1/4 of Section 18, Township 8 South, Range 25 West, Murfreesboro,
Pike County, Arkansas, more particularly described as follows: Commence at the Southeast
Corner of said SE 1/4 NE 1/4, run North 1200 feet to the South Right of Way line of State
Highway No. 27, thence run South 52 degrees 30" West 1550 feet along said Right of Way for
the Point of Beginning, thence run South 37 degrees 30" East 284 feet to the South line of the
SE 1/4 NE 1/4, thence West 463 feet to the South Right of Way line of Highway #27, thence
North 52 degrees 30" East 367 feet along said Right of Way line to the Point of Beginning. LESS
AND EXCEPT Part of the S1/2 NE 1/4 of Section 18, Township 8 South, Range 25 West, in
Murfreesboro, Arkansas, described as follows: From the Southeast corner of the SE 1/4 NE
1/4, run North 1200 feet to the South Right of Way line of State Highway No. 27; thence run
South 52 degrees 30" West 1667 feet along said Right of Way to the Point of Beginning; thence
continue the same angle along said Highway 250 feet to the South boundary of the S 1/2 NE
1/4; thence East along the South boundary of the S1/2 NE 1/4 225 feet; thence Northerly 168
feet to the Point of Beginning, being a triangle, containing 0.47 acres, more or less. (collective
known as “Property”).

The sale will be held at 10:00 o’clock a.m., on the date stated at public auction to the highest
bidder on the following terms: at the time of sale the purchaser shall be required to pay to the
Commissioner ten percent (10%) of the purchase price (which shall be forfeited to the Plaintiff
if the balance of the purchase price is not paid within the time stated herein), with the balance
of the purchase price paid to the Commissioner within ninety (90) days of the sale date; pro-
vided that if Plaintiff is the purchaser, in lieu of payment, it may credit the amount of its bid
against the judgment awarded in the Foreclosure Decree.

WITNESS MY HAND September 3, 2026.
Sabrina Williams
Circuit Clerk - Commissioner
(r.s.m.j. 678w., 9,10)

Trinity Missionary

Baptist

Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro

* Worship 11 a.m.

* Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.

* Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
*Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy

To reserve this space for your
chureh services or business...
Call Christy at
870-285-2723

Bank of

Deh% 1
1ght

503 E. Antioch St. D
(870) 379-2293

Fadts AT

Murfreesboro church
of Christ
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THE ISRAELITES AND THE RED SEA

LED BY MOSES, THE TSRAELITES ENCAMPED BY THE SEA AT PI-HAHIROTH IN THEIR

ESCAPE FROM EGYPT. BUT THE LOR
iyl D HARDENED THE HEAPT OF PHARAOH AND HE

WITH 600 CHOSEN CHARIOTS! (EX. 14:7-8)

Metuonn WY 1050 T

305 S. Second Ave.

Sun. Bible Study 9:30 ® Worship 10:20
Sun. eve. 6 p.m. ® Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
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Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.
Bro. Buddy Ray

ISRAEL SHALL
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SERVE EGYPT!
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MOVIE QUOTES
-- Theme Related Clue DOWN
ACROSS 1. Vomit

1. Give benediction

6. World's oldest broadcasting company, acr.
9. Hoodwink

13. H, spelled out

14. Have a cold, e.g.

15. Dogma

16. Raja’s wife

17. Shel Silverstein’s constrictor

18. Extreme, prefix

19.*”___, my dear, I don't give a damn”
21.*"Whyso ___?”

23. “High” beverage

24. Fairytale’s second word

25. “Swan Lake” step, e.g.

28. Potassium hydroxide solution, pl.
30. Nincompoop

35. Month of Purim

37. At any time

39. Coastal town in southern England
40. Flick part

41. 4 x 4 race

43. Like most Brothers Grimm stories
44. “Peer Gynt” playwright

46. Actress Campbell

47. Please do not delay, acr.

48. Experienced sailor (2 words)

50. Dispatched

52. a.k.a. Tokyo

53. Window guards

55. Beer faucet

57.*'I'm mad as hell, and I'm not going to

8. Fastener

takeit "
61. *"What we've got here is to commu- 57. Contributes
nicate”

65. Like United States Capitol
66. Food safety org.

68. Ritual basin

69. Tooth trouble

70. Husk of corn

71. Sharks’ domain

72. Fence board

73. Pastrami partner

74. Paper quantities

2. The one with pants on fire

3. Volcano in Sicily

4.*"Icansmell the _ of awoman... Honey
oil, lavender, soap”

5. Israeli monetary unit

6. *"Hasta la vista,

7. Life story, for short

9. Hero shop

10.“Do ____ others...”

11. Paddington Bear’s homeland
12. Airport postings, acr.

15. Rutabaga cousin

20. Extra sweatshirt, e.g.

22. Long period of time

24. No-good

25.*"We'll always have "
26. Hacienda brick

27. Mexican cuisine staple
29.*"She doesn’'t ____ go here”
31. Party garb?

32. Not better

33. Homer’s famous poem, with The
34.*’Not quitemy ____ "

36. Donna or Lou

38. Techno dance party

42. Busybody, in Yiddish
45.*”___ puts Baby in a corner”
49. Toothy fish

51. Alterations specialist

54. Mention something
56.*'There’sno ____like home”

58. Season to be jolly

59. Village People hit

60. Source of protein

61. Cab payment

62. Eye layer

63. #74 Across, sing.

64. Sea eagles

67.*"Go ahead, make my ___ "

CROSSWORD
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CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

Off First Month
of New Service!
LISE PRO

888-804-0913

€ 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call BE8-804-0913
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Suicide prevention starts before the crisis -- ask and listen

Dear Editor:

September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month - a time
to raise awareness, spread hope, and spark meaningful action
around one of the most urgent mental health issues of our time.

As aleader of a behavioral health organization, I see every day
that reaching someone in a moment of crisis can be the begin-
ning of a different path forward. But suicide prevention needs
to happen not only with trained healthcare providers inside a
hospital, outpatient center or during a virtual appointment. It
starts in our homes, schools, workplaces and communities with
resources, compassion and a willingness to ask how someone is
really doing — and listen.

The need is urgent.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), suicide was responsible for 48,824 deaths in 2024, the
highest annual total on record. The number of people experi-
encing suicidal thoughts is far greater: an estimated 14.3 mil-
lion U.S. adults seriously considered suicide that year, while 2.2
million attempted suicide. The CDC also notes that nearly half
of people who die by suicide have a current diagnosed mental
health condition.

These numbers represent people — not statistics. They are par-
ents, children, spouses, friends, colleagues and neighbors.

Prevention begins with recognizing when someone may be
struggling. Changes in behavior, withdrawing from others,
increased substance use, extreme mood changes, feelings of
hopelessness or talking about being a burden can all be warn-
ing signs. We don’t need to be mental health experts to notice a
change or to say, “I'm concerned about you. How can I help?”

Just as importantly, we need to make it easier to get help.

Too often, people wait until a crisis becomes overwhelming
before seeking care. Behavioral healthcare offers a range of op-
tions — from outpatient therapy and intensive programs to in-

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Call Rebecca McGraw at (501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

Prepare for power outages

SERVICES with  Briggs & Stratton®

W PowerProtect(TM) standby

?e‘jailalmsl- t:t:e mos"v_::-mmr/velrf}.r\
SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY BENEFITS.

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex. Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe. Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-877-741-6437

made in the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-855-554-0140

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive

available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty - 7
years (3843 value) Proudly
Unable to work?
Denied benefits?
We Can Help!
WIN or Pay Nothing!

Randolph Baltz

Former SSA Attorney
Office: (501)374-6800

End your tax worries today,
Let us make your tax problem
our pricrity. Scared, stuck with
high tax amounts? Our A+ tax
professionals can help. Call
for a FREE consultation. Cal
Priority Tax now 1- 877-861-
6858

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians  Mutual Insurance
Company Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-
210-6510  www dentalSOplus
com/arpress #6258

STOP  OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! Reduce
premiums and out-of-pocket
costs while getting the coverage
you need Call now for a
competitive free quote. 1-877-
895-0018. Plus... Income based
government  subsidies  are
available for those that qualify!

AGING ROOF?
HOMEOWNER?
DAMAGE? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands  behind their  work
Fast, free estimate. Financing
available. Call 1-877-850-0034
Have zip code of property ready
when calling!

NEW
STORM

YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you have are
between 52-63 years old and
under a doctor's care for a health
condition that prevents you from
working for a year or more. Call
now! 1-877-885-0051

Week of September 7, 2026

Get a break on your taxes
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credi for 2025
Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-866-587-0119 today!

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don't Accept the insurance
company’s first offer.  Many
injured parties are enttled to
major cash seftlements. Get a
free evaluation to see what your
case is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-877-
392-0158. Be ready with your
zip code to connect with the
closest provider

Audien Hearing. The world’s
first  hearing aid  with
touchscreen controls. No tiny
buttons, apps or prescriptions
45-day risk free trial. Free
shipping Lifetime  support
More than 1.5 million happy
customers. Call Audien 1-855-
428-8720

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed!  LeafFiter s
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and ifetme  transferrable
warranty.  Call today 1-855-
977-9614 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Miitary & Seniors
get an addiional 10% off
Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details

Olshan Foundation Solutions.
Your trusted foundation repair
experts since 1933 Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery
Basement waterproofing. Water
management and more. Free
evaluation. Limited time up fo
$250 off foundation repair. Call
Olshan 1-833-436-1347

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:
A small amount of water can
lead to major damage to your
home. Our trusted professionals
dry out the wet area and do
repairs to protect your family and
your home's value! If you have
water in your home that needs
to be dried, call 24/7: 1-877-318-
6830. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
319-0598 today to schedule
a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move

STRUGGLING WITH STAIRS?
STAY SAFE AT HOME. Acom
Stairlifts® are the perfect solution
for arthntis, COPD. and mobility
cnallenges. A+ Rated by the BBB
Special $250 Savings and a FREE
n-Home Consultation. Call 1-855-
248-7803 Today!

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-877-
313-1596 today!

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer:
1-877-224-1648

SunSetter. America's Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio inte
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 tcday! 1-888-497-
7510
Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-844-
868-3831

We Buy Vintage Guitars!
Looking for 1820-1880 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone Guild,  Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie  State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg.  And
Gibson Mandclins / Banjos
These brands cnly! Call for a
guote: 1-877-521-1029

DIRECTV- Al your
entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included
Choice package $84.99/mo
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-855-400-3297

patient care for those who need a higher level of support. The
goal is not simply to respond to a crisis, but to connect people
with the appropriate care, support and resources before a crisis
occurs.

As a behavioral healthcare provider here in Arkansas, our
team at Rivendell Behavioral Health Services of Arkansas cares
for thousands of patients each year. We have the privilege — and
the responsibility — of helping people and families navigate
some of the most difficult moments of their lives.

But no healthcare system can do this alone.

Suicide prevention is a community responsibility. It means
checking in on the person who seems different lately. It means
taking concerns seriously rather than dismissing them. It means
reducing the stigma that can make asking for help feel like a sign
of weakness. And it means ensuring people know that support

is available and recovery is possible.

If you or someone you know is struggling, call or text 988 to
connect with the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, available
24/7 for confidential support. Other resources include the Vet-
erans Crisis Line for Military Veterans (call 988, press 1) and the
Trevor Lifeline, the only national 24/7 lifeline for LGBTQ youth,
at 1-866-488-7386.

This month, let's do more than raise awareness. Let’s start
conversations. Let’s listen. Let’s connect people to support and
care. Let’s provide hope.

Because sometimes, one conversation can be the moment
someone realizes they don’t have to face what they're going
through alone.

Fred Knox, MA
CEO, Rivendell Behavioral Health Services, Inc. of Arkansas
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Beef cattle workshop set for Sept. 25 at Hope

By Tracy Courage
University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture

LITTLE ROCK — Beef cattle producers can get insights into
breeding, pregnancy diagnosis and animal selection at a beef
cattle reproduction workshop on Sept. 25 at the Southwest Re-
search and Extension Center, located at 362 Hwy 174 North in
Hope, Arkansas.

The one-day workshop will be held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Reg-
istration is $40 and includes lunch. The registration and pay-
ment deadline is Sept. 22. Producers can register at https://
uada.formstack.com/forms/beef cattle.

Ramiro Oliveira, assistant professor and extension beef cattle
production specialist for the University of Arkansas System Di-
vision of Agriculture, will lead the workshop. Topics to be cov-
ered include:

* Establishing a breeding season

e Estrous synchronization, artificial insemination and natural
service

* Pregnancy testing through palpation, ultrasound and blood
testing

¢ Culling and animal selection

Participants will also get hands-on training in blood sample

LET US HELP YOU
AMPLIFY YOUR MESSAGE!

NEWS
RELEASE
DISTRIBUTION
SERVICE

Do you need to disseminate a news release,
op-ed or media advisory to members of the
media statewide or regionally?

APA can get your message out through our
distribution service to print newspapers and
digital news sites, regional magazines, and
television and radio stations.

Materials are sent under the trusted Arkansas
Press Association name to break through the
digital clutter in newsrooms across the state.

Email ashley@arkansaspress.org ARKANSAS

to discuss your project. P R E s S

Custom distribution options
ASSOCIATION

available.

collection, chute-side pregnancy testing and synchronization
protocol.

Oliveira, who joined the Division of Agriculture in May, con-
ducts research and develops programming to help cattle pro-
ducers boost resiliency and profitability of their operations.

Workshop sponsors include Premier Select Sires, Nashville
Animal Hospital, Estrotect and Ideaxx Laboratories. For more
information, contact Ramiro Oliveira at roliveira@uark.edu or
870-899-4172.

To learn about extension programs in Arkansas, contact the
Pike County Cooperative Extension Service at (870) 285-2161 or
visit uaex.uada.edu. To learn more about the Division of Agri-
culture, visit uada.edu.

FAGANROOFING el

ALL TYPES OF MINI STORAGE in Murfrees-
ROOFING boro. 870-845-6304. (gs:4-tf)
We are insured!
; OFFICE FURNITURE -- Two
4

Quallty ’WO k’ metal four drawer filing cabi-
Free Estimates nets $20 each. One metal five
: : ! drawer office desk $25. For
In Business Since 1992! more information call 870-285-

Greg (870) 356-8934 2723 or 870-681-0222.

MILLWOOD CORPORATION

Matt Tollett (870) 703-6939
Jason Porter (870) 703-1039
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Arkansas Agriculture Hall of Fame accepting nominations for 2026

LITTLE ROCK — The Arkansas Agriculture Hall of Fame
seeks nominations by Nov. 1 from the public for its next class
of inductees.

The Agriculture Hall of Fame recognizes Arkansans who
have contributed significantly to the state’s largest industry and
it’s economic development. Since its first class selected in 1987,
204 men and women have been inducted.

Debbie Moreland, chair of the Arkansas Agriculture Hall of
Fame, says anyone can nominate a person believed worthy of
the honor.

“The Arkansas Agriculture Hall of Fame was created to honor
men and women who have played roles in strengthening agri-
culture across the Natural State,” said Debbie Moreland, chair of
the Agriculture Hall of Fame. “The Arkansas Agriculture Hall of
Fame has honored hundreds of inductees that made a difference
in Arkansas’s largest industry, which fuels the state’s economy
and supports thousands of communities across Arkansas.”

The nomination form allows space for the principal justifica-
tion for a candidate’s nomination, a summary of the nominee’s
contributions to agriculture and their community, a record of
their professional experiences and their involvement in public
service and support of agriculture.

The induction ceremony for the next class will be Thursday,
March 4, 2027 at the Statehouse Convention Center in Little

The nomination form is available at www.arkansasaghallof-

Rock.

fame.org/pages/member-nomination-form/. Forms can also be

requested at 501-228-1609.
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MJHS RATTLERS

Al helps target bacteria behind premature beef browning

BY JOHN LOVETT
University of Arkansas Division of Agri-
culture

FAYETTEVILLE -- One of the beef in-
dustry’s most costly challenges is invis-
ible to the human eye but costs billions of
dollars each year.

Every year, the U.S. beef industry loses
an estimated $3.7 billion from beef that is
discounted or discarded because it turns
brown before its sell-by date, even though
the product is likely to still provide a
good eating experience, according to the
Arkansas Beef Council.

Researchers with the Arkansas Agri-
cultural Experiment Station, the Univer-
sity of Arkansas Division of Agriculture’s
research arm, are working to change that
in a year-long project funded by a $20,000
grant from the Arkansas Beef Council.

Aranyak Goswami, an assistant pro-
fessor and computational biologist, and
Derico Setyabrata, an assistant professor
of meat science and muscle biology, are
using artificial intelligence and existing
DNA data to identify bacteria that influ-
ence how long fresh beef maintains its
bright red color.

The machine-learning approach allows
the researchers to examine complex mi-
crobial patterns across samples and rank
the bacterial signatures most consistently
associated with beef color stability.

“Our project is taking a fresh approach
to this old problem,” Goswami said. “We
know that the invisible world of bacteria
on beef at the time of packaging plays a
big role in how long it stays red and ap-
pealing. What we don't yet know is which
specific bacteria consistently track with
better or poorer color stability and may
ultimately prove to be the ‘heroes’ or “cul-
prits.” That's exactly what this research

will find out.”

Both researchers are part of the depart-
ment of animal science in the Dale Bum-
pers College of Agricultural, Food and
Life Sciences at the University of Arkan-
sas. Goswami is also a faculty member at
the experiment station’s Center for Agri-
cultural Data Analytics and in the depart-
ment of poultry science.

Seeking natural solutions to maintain
beef freshness

The goal is to build what Goswami and
Setyabrata call a “Freshness Hit List,”
a ranked list of five to 10 bacteria that
would provide candidates for subsequent
validation and future clean-label preser-
vation research.

Setyabrata said the clean-label pres-
ervation uses beneficial bacteria already
present in beef, rather than synthetic
chemicals, to extend shelf life.

“That’s exactly where the market is
heading,” Setyabrata said of clean-label
preservation. “This project gives us an
opportunity to better understand the
biological factors that are associated with
beef color stability and support future
development of natural methods for pre-
serving product quality, reducing waste
and improving value throughout the beef
supply chain.”

The $20,000 investment by the Arkan-
sas Beef Council will generate prelimi-
nary data that could support larger fed-
eral proposals to validate and expand the
research, Goswami said.

“Research like this demonstrates the
power of combining animal science, data
analytics and industry partnerships to
solve real-world challenges,” said Mi-
chael Looper, head of the department of
animal science. “We are proud to support
innovative work that improves beef qual-
ity, reduces waste and enhances value

across the supply chain.”

The Arkansas Beef Council received 25
proposals requesting more than $632,000
in funding from April 1-30. Of those, 13
promotion projects were approved for
a total of $97,000. The council allocated
$35,000 for research projects in fiscal year
2027, with specific research projects se-
lected for funding through the council’s
review process.

“We are grateful for the council’s part-
nership and look forward to delivering
results that make a real difference for Ar-
kansas producers,” Goswami said.

To learn more about ag and food re-
search in Arkansas, visit aaes.uada.edu.
Follow the Arkansas Agricultural Experi-
ment Station on LinkedIn and sign up
for our monthly newsletter, the Arkansas
Agricultural Research Report. To learn
more about the Division of Agriculture,
visit uada.edu. To learn about extension
programs in Arkansas, contact your local
Cooperative Extension Service agent or
visit uaex.uada.edu.

ABOUT THE

ARKANSAS BEEF COUNCIL

The Arkansas Beef Council was estab-
lished by state legislation to oversee and
administer the beef checkoff program in
Arkansas. The council is responsible for
collecting the nationally legislated $1 per
head checkoff on all cattle, regardless of
age or size, marketed in Arkansas and for
distributing those funds in accordance
with provisions of the Order.

Congress established the national Beef
Checkoff Program with the passage of the
1985 Farm Bill. On the national level, the
Beef Checkoff Program is overseen by the
Cattlemen’s Beef Board.
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