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Last chance to enter
bass tourney this week

PIKE COUNTY -- The 22nd annual Pike
County Fair bass tournament has announced
the details for the 2026 installment.

Set for Saturday, April 11 at SWAHA Lodge
on Lake Greeson the tournament will begin at
“safe light” and will continue until the weigh-
inat3p.m.

Registration for the tournament can be con-
ducted at https:/ /forms.gle/tacREmt8eFbm-
v]Gné. The link can also be accessed via the
Pike County Fair and Rodeo page on Facebook.

Takeoff numbers will be based on paid reg-
istration order. Registrants must register by
April 1 to receive a tournament hat, but regis-
trations will still be taken up to the start of the
tournament.

A five bass limit will be held for the tourna-
ment, with a $100 entry fee per boat.

Guaranteed prize money has been set for
places 1-5 ($1,000 to $100) and a prize will be
handed out for the big bass ($500) of the tour-
nament.

For questions regarding the tournament or a
link to the registration page, please email pike-
countyfairandrodeo@gmail.com.

Best burger contest
runs through April

Contest seeks nominations

LITTLE ROCK -- The Arkansas Beef Coun-
cil today announced the return of the Arkan-
sas’s Best Burger Contest, a statewide effort to
identify and recognize restaurants that exem-
plify quality in the preparation of 100% beef
burgers. The contest reinforces the Council’s
commitment to promoting high-quality beef,
supporting Arkansas cattle producers, and
engaging consumers in celebrating the state’s
beef industry.

Arkansas is one of the nation’s leading cat-
tle-producing states, with thousands of family
farms contributing to the state’s agricultural
economy. Beef cattle are raised in all 75 coun-
ties, making the industry a cornerstone of rural
communities. Cattle and calves consistently
rank among Arkansas’s top agricultural com-
modities, generating more than $824 million in
cash receipts each year.

Beginning today, Arkansans can nominate
their favorite burger at arkansasbeef.org. Fans
may submit one nomination per day per email
address through April 30, 2026, at 11:59 p.m.,
giving burger lovers across the state the chance
to rally behind their go-to local spots.

“We're thrilled to bring back Arkansas’s Best
Burger Contest and shine a light on the restau-
rants that take pride in serving high-quality,
100% Arkansas beef,” said Caleb Plyler, a beef
producer in Hempstead County and Chairman
of the Arkansas Beef Council. “This contest
isn’t just about great burgers, it's about cel-
ebrating the farmers and ranchers who raise
our cattle, the restaurants that elevate beef on
their menus, and the communities that support
them. Arkansas knows good beef, and we can’t
wait to see which burger rises to the top.”

To qualify, nominated burgers must be made
from 100% beef and appear on the restaurant’s
regular or special menu during the contest pe-
riod. Restaurants with multiple locations will
have nominations counted individually for
each site. Regional finalists will be selected,
and the burger receiving the most nominations
statewide will be crowned the winner in May.

Past champions include the Big Daddy Burg-
er from Johnson’s Country Cookin” in Mel-
bourne and the Caveman Burger from Bailey’s
Family Restaurant in Cave City.

The Arkansas Beef Council is a producer-
funded entity dedicated to strengthening the
state’s beef industry through promotion, edu-
cation, and research. The Council is governed
by a seven-member board appointed by the
Governor, representing cattle producers and
livestock markets across the state.
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NOT TOO CHICKEN TO SHOW ... Codie McAlister (above left), Pike County Extension Agent, held a chicken showmanship class for local
students over spring break. Pictured with McAlister is Mazie Neal, Ollie Neal and Joslynn Smith along with Henrietta the chicken, who begrudgingly

provided hands on experience for the students.
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Another pair sentenced in jailhouse smuggling ring

MURFREESBORO -- Two more of the nine
Pike County inmates charged in 2025 after
marijuana was allegedly smuggled into and
smoked in the jail following a day of trash de-
tail were sentenced Monday.

Michael Griffith, 39, of Glenwood, and Jakob
Reppo, 39, also of Glenwood, pleaded guilty
to the charge of furnishing, possessing or us-
ing prohibited articles-delivering a prohibited
article.

Both men were sentenced to nine years in the
Arkansas Department of Corrections (ADC)
with three years suspended and credited with
time served on the county level.

According to affidavits filed on the cases, the
Pike County jail inmate trash crew was on de-
tail on Nov. 22, 2025 when a girlfriend of one
of the inmates approached the crew and was

“hugged up” to the boyfriend with some of the
other inmates around her vehicle. The inmates
were dispersed from the vehicle and later
transported back to the detention center and
their assigned pods.

The following day, the inmates were moni-
tored in their pods and appeared to be in pos-
session of marijuana, which was being sepa-
rated and passed around. Some of the inmates
were observed smoking the weed inside the
jail.

A review of surveillance video “clearly
shows Reppo” in possession of the substance,
dividing it, rolling multiple joints, distributing
portions to the other inmates and passing con-
traband under pod doors to inmates.

Inmate Swanger admitted that he brought
the substance into the jail after finding it on the

ground during work detail and concealing it in
his mouth upon re-entry to the jail.

OTHER SENTENCES

Sandra Kay Jarvis, 69, of Amity, pleaded
guilty to delivery of a controlled substance (hy-
drocodone and Adderall) and was sentenced to
10 years probation, fined $2,500 and 120 days in
Arkansas Community Corrections.

Michael T. Cates, 37, of Kirby, pleaded guilty
to theft of property and was sentenced to five
years probation.

William Young, 54, of Glenwood, pleaded
guilty to amended charges of theft of property
and breaking or entering and was sentenced to
four years in the ADC with two yers suspend-
ed. Young was also credited with time served
on the county level.
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Submitted photo/SPCSD

BASKETBALL POST-SEASON AWRADS ... Murfreesboro High School has announced their 2025-2026 basketball all-conference basketball
members that include (L to R) Kale Burns, Kooper Caldwell, Mashaylia Morris, and Jarrin Burgess.
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Rattler track season progresses toward conference meets

As the track season comes into the final stretch, Murfreesboro
track coach Chuck Lowery said the team was beginning to “hit-
ting our stride.”

“Junior high is especially coming along and competing well,”
he said. “We are getting a lot of PRs (personal records) right
now.”

He said while the junior high had yet to win any meets, they
have attended “loaded” meets with a lot of talent.

“Every one we go to there are 17-25 teams there, but we’ve
had some real good times and performances.”

Junior high has two meets left prior to the season ending dis-
trict meet.

“We are about to figure out who our best are and where to
put them to maximize out points for district. The girls are doing
great and the boys have really surprised me -- they have a lot of
potential.”

He said the MJHS squads both featured “good numbers” in
terms of participants.

“I have so many kids that when we go to most track meets,
you can only enter two per event and I have four I could enter.
That’s a good problem to have -- but the trouble is getting them
into an event where they can compete.”

He said that each team can enter up to four athletes each in
individual events at the district meet.

“It’s still a good problem to have when you have too many,”
he said, as opposed to the alternative. “We have numbers on
most of the schools, we'll just have to have good performances
at district.”

Asked about retaining those athletes through to the senior
high squads, Lowery said simply “we are trying.”

He said that other options made track retention harder after
the kids move into the ninth grade.

Lowery said his experience as a track coach recently at
Prescott with their premium program showed the two schools
had comparable numbers at the junior high level.

“That’s the key -- getting them out, trying to get them interest-
ed, and keep them locked in. That's what we are trying to do. “

Lowery illustrates the “major upgrades” recently completed
to the school’s track practice facilities, commending school Su-
perintendent Tanya Wilcher and Athletic Director Jay Turley for
their support in the venture.

“That’s had been a major help,” he admitted, also acknowl-
edging school Maintenance Supervisor Troy Stone for his efforts
as well.

Upgrades included new runways for the pole vault/long
jump/triple jump, a new shot put ring and moving the high
jump pits.

“We wanted to give them a place to feel proud to practice
at ... our long jump pit was in terrible shape -- and you were
jumping into a fence and the bushes. It just wasn't anything they
wanted to do. For shot put, they were throwing into the trees ...
it wasn’t really enough area. We brought it all more into an open
area. I kinda made it all in one area -- I have an assistant [Jordan
Shanks], but she’s not here with me all the time. Now I can be on
one end of the practice field and watch and observe, talk across
the field and kinda put my hands on everybody without having
to go from one end of the field to the other. I'm getting older, so
it will save me a few steps,” he quipped.

He said the student athletes have really enjoyed the upgrades,
and “it will make a major difference was we go forward.”

Lowery also added that the school district was looking into a
grant through the Arkansas Highway Department for the track
facilities that would not only provide a good running surface for
the racing teens, but also a walking track for the public.

“We have looked into how much funding it would take to just
put down a blacktop surface [over the existing track] ... we got
some bids, one of which was around $50,000 that was 12-foot
wide and two-and-a-half inches thick. So one way or another,
I think something is doable. Ultimately, I don't care, as long as
we have a surface that is clean. I've filled holes in our gravel one
to where it doesn’t hold water as bad as it did, but it can still be
muddy. It's like the new runways -- they’re concrete and clean
and not just a piece of rubber thrown on the ground.”

He said next year he hopes to implement improvements to the
high jump pit.

“I'm just so thankful for what we got done this year -- and
there is still plans to add buildings (to be erected by the school’s
agri department) so we can store all of our equipment.”

“There’s been a big push [for improvements] -- I'm a big track
guy and ran in college. I know it’s hard to fund these things,
but I don’t mind putting in the time and effort into it. The kids
needed it. I'm a former graduate of MHS, and we used to have
a big track program, and I remember that. We are just trying to
build the program back up.”

He said track -- which can benefit athletes in any other school
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TRACKING THE PROGRESS ... (above) The Murfreesboro Lady Rattler track team poses for a picture after an eventin March,
while (below) the practice area at the school has been augmented with new runways for the pole vault/long jump/triple jump, a new

shot put ring and moving the high jump pits.

sport -- was unlike many of the other school sports that are more
team based.

“Track is individual -- you can’t blame anybody. If you get
outran, well, it's your fault. You can’t say ‘the quarterback didn’t
throw the ball to the right spot.” Track doesn’t allow for that ar-
gument. We have kids that like to compete, so its gotten better
-- everybody wants to win, but sometimes the trying to win is
just as much fun.”

Lowery said the MHS Lady Rattlers have been “competing
well” and have a meet win earlier this season at Caddo Hills and
the top four at a couple others.

He said the senior girls squad, which came into the season
with high expectations, started the season with a bout of inju-
ries and illnesses that still have lingering effects this far into the
season.

“We have three top performers that were injured as the sea-
son started and they haven’t ran [in a meet] yet. Two of them
will run for the first time this week, and they were all-state per-
formers [last year] so I'm hopeful it will raise our level up when
we get them back at full strength. They are major pieces to our
puzzle. We've performed well at some meets without them, so
we are hoping that when we can get the back to full strength by
the district meet on April 30. We've only got a couple of weeks
to get them in shape.”

He said the outlook was still to make a push for the district
title -- much like last year -- and then see what noise the team
could make at state.

“We are looking for big things. When I got the job everyone
said we’'d win state this year. There is a lot high expectations in
and of that group that everybody has, but with the injuries it’s
hard to meet those expectations without your gun being fully
loaded. We are hoping to get them all back and make a big push
at district and get a bunch of them qualified [for state].”

The senior high Rattlers are comprised of about 15 athletes,
with a few they share with the Rattlers baseball squad, forcing
them to miss some tournaments in their dual duties.

“Alex Parker has largely been the point-getter for the senior
boys the last couple years, and he was injured at the end of foot-
ball season. It’s has take him a while to be back -- he’s not 100%,
but he’s back in the groove and better. We had some boys that
weren’t sure about running that have picked up it, so we may
have a chance to qualify [for state] a few boys in track.”

He said that Macy Gills and Shaylia Morris have already qual-
ified for the 400 meter dash and Morris in the high jump. The
4x100 meter relay team has also qualified already this season.

“This week we are trying to focus on the 4x200 race ... we've
been going like a week at a time trying to get one qualified.”

He said the team have faced some big competition this season.
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“We've been at some high powered meets and they have re-
ally had to push themselves. They have done really well -- I'm
not positive, but I don’t think Macy has been beaten this year in
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Continued on Page 5

PUBLIC NOTICE

MORTGAGEE'S NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND
INTENTION TO SELL. YOU MAY LOSE YOUR PROPERTY
IF YOU DO NOT TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION. IF YOUR
PROPERTY IS SOLD, YOU WILL REMAIN LIABLE FOR
ANY DEFICIENCY AND AN ACTION FOR COLLECTION
MAY BE BROUGHT AGAINST YOU. NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that on April 20, 2026, at or about 01:45 PM, the
following real property will be sold at the Main Entrance
of the Pike County Courthouse, One Courthouse Square,
Murfreesboro, AR 71958, to the highest bidder for cash: Lots
Eight (8), Nine (9), Ten (10), Eleven (11) and Twelve (12) in
Block Four (4), Parker and Johnson Addition to the City of
Murfreesboro, as per plat thereof recorded in Deed Book 62,
Page 400A, same being a part of and located in the Northwest
Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (NW -4 SE -4) of Section 17,
Township 8 South, Range 25 West.

More commonly known as: 315 JOHNSON ST,
MURFREESBORO, AR 71958

On January 25, 2006, THE ESTSATE OF KELLY BLAIR
JR and MARGARET BLAIR executed a Mortgage in favor
of First National Bank, as Beneficiary, which was recorded
January 30, 2006, in Book M266, at Page 446 as Instrument
No. in the real estate records of Pike County, Arkansas.
Default has occurred in the payment of said indebtedness,
and is now wholly due. The loan is now in default. Tenants
of the property may claim an interest in the real property
herein. The terms of the call are certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale or wiring of funds within twenty-four
hours of the sale. All transfer taxes will be the responsibility
of the purchaser. The party initiating this action is Select
Portfolio Servicing, Inc., 3217 S. Decker Lake Drive, Salt
Lake City, UT 84119, 800-258-8602. Date: February 10, 2026.
Chase Taskerud Managing Attorney, Arkansas Marinosci
Law Group, P.C. as Attorney in Fact for Towd Point Mortgage
Trust 2019-4, U.S. Bank National Association, as indenture
Trustee. LEGAL PRECEDENT IS NOT CLEAR AS TO
WHETHER THE SENDING OF THIS LETTER MAKES US A
DEBT COLLECTOR. TO THE EXTENT IT DOES, PLEASE
BE ADVISED THAT THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE
IN BANKRUPTCY OR HAVE BEEN DISCHARGED IN
BANKRUPTCY, THIS LETTER IS FOR INFORMATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT INTENDED AS AN
ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT OR AS AN ACT TO
COLLECT, ASSESS, OR RECOVER ALL OR ANY PORTION
OF THE DEBT FROM YOU PERSONALLY. IF YOU ARE
CURRENTLY IN THE MILITARY SERVICE OR HAVE BEEN
IN THE MILITARY SERVICE WITHIN THE PAST YEAR,
AND YOU ENTERED THE SERVICE AFTER SIGNING
THE PROMISSORY NOTE AND DEED OF TRUST, PLEASE
NOTIFY THIS FIRM IMMEDIATELY AS YOU MAY BE
ENTITLED TO RELIEF UNDER THE SERVICEMEMBERS
CIVIL RELIEF ACT. WHEN CONTACTING THIS FIRM
ABOUT YOUR MILITARY SERVICE, YOU MUST PROVIDE
THIS FIRM WITH EVIDENCE OF YOUR MILITARY
STATUS. IF YOU DO NOT PROVIDE SUCH EVIDENCE,
WE WILL ASSUME THAT YOU ARE NOT ENTITLED TO
PROTECTION UNDER THIS ACT. 24-01864

(p.n.a., 516w., 38,39,40,41)
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Rattlers lose first game of season to Spring Hill

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro Rattlers bid at perfec-
tion has come to a halt as the baseball season progresses in 2026.

The Rattlers opened play on Tuesday, March 31 with a 19-2
win at Horatio.

Murfreesboro jumped out to a 5-0 lead after one inning and
14-2 after two innings of play.

Asher Howard and Isaac Kuykendall both hit home runs in
the game en route to their four RBIs each for the Rattlers.

Howard and Cale Humpbhrey (stolen base) would each come
in to score four times for MHS.

Carter Gilmer had a double, two runs scored and three RBIs.

Hunter Cox and Kale Burns each had a double and two RBIs
each.

Colton Tidwell added two runs and two RBIs.

Kuykendall started the game on the mound for the Rattlers,
allowing a hit, two walks and two unearned runs to go along
with five strikeouts in two innings of work.

Cox would pitch an inning, striking out the side.

MOUNTAIN PINE

The next day the Rattlers hosted the Mountain Pine Red Dev-
ils, where the big inning offense again set them apart.

Murfreesboro held a 2-0 lead after two, and put 10 more runs
on the board in the third en route to the 14-0 victory.

C.D. Morrow would drive in three runs for the Rattlers, while
Kuykendall, Gilmer and Tidwell each drove in a pair.

Gilmer and Kuykendall each had a double for the team’s only
extra base hits.

Howard scored twice and stole a base.

Gilmer pitched all five innings for the Rattlers, allowing three
hits and a walk to go along with five strikeouts.

SPRING HILL

On Monday the Rattlers dropped their contest at Spring Hill
1-0. Game stats were not available by press time. See next week's
paper for details.

The Rattlers, now 14-1, will host Camden Fairview this Thurs-
day and will travel to Caddo Hills for a contest with the Indians
on Friday.

SOFTBALL

The Murfreesboro Lady Rattlers notched a pair of home victo-
ries last week, defeating Mineral Springs and 7-5 and Mountain
Pine 17-3 to move to 2-7 on the season.

After traveling to Spring Hill Monday, the Lady Rattlers will
have hosted the Bismarck Lions on Tuesday. The team will con-
clude their week with a game on Friday at Caddo Hills.
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.
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Dr. Amber Norris is an assistant professor in the UAMS
Department of Family and Preventive Medicine who treats

patients at UAMS East Regional Campus in Helena.

Q: How is Parkinson’s disease
diagnosed?

A: Parkinson’s disease is a
progressive condition of the
nervous system that affects
movement. Brain cells that make
dopamine, a chemical that helps
control movement, slowly begin
to die and reduce the amount of
dopamine produced. The
Parkinson’s Foundation
estimates 1.1 million people in
the U.S. are living with the
disease.

The causes of Parkinson’s disease
are unknown. The likelihood of
developing the condition
increases as people get older —
many diagnosed are around age
70. The condition rarely occurs in
those younger than 50. Having a
first-degree relative (parent or
sibling) with Parkinson’s disease
increases the risk of

development. The condition
affects men more than women.

Parkinson’s disease develops
slowly, so symptoms may be mild
initially and will vary from person
to person. Slowed movement,
changes in posture or walking (a
stooped stance or shuffling
steps), muscle stiffness, tremors,
or a softer or quieter voice are
some symptoms of the
condition.

There is no cure for Parkinson’s
disease, but its symptoms can be
managed. No single test can
specifically determine whether a
person has Parkinson’s disease,
but blood work or an MRI can aid
in ruling out other conditions.
See your health care provider if
you experience symptoms.

Choose a health plan that’s goéd for you

with a company you can trust.

individual e family ¢ health ¢ dental
Lisa Chandler, agent
Lisa Chandler Insurance
cell: 870-845-7728

Nashville
Arkansas _
Insurance #1264226 - }SlueCross BlueShmld

office: 870-845-5930
Soliciting agent only. Not authorized to issue policies. Available only to residents in Arkansas.
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Obituaries
Joe Thomas Wright 70 Nathan

Joe Thomas Wright, 70, of
Nathan, Arkansas went home
to be with our Lord on April 1,
2026.

Joe was born in Weed, Cali-
fornia on May 12, 1955, the fifth
son of the late Clell and Lois
(Tiny) Wright. He accepted
JESUS as his savior as a teen-

in death by five brothers, Dave,
Dennis, Timothy, Jim and Phil-
lip Wright. Joe has six grand-
children: He is blessed with
a host of nieces, nephews and
great grandchildren.

He is loved beyond mea-
sure and will be greatly missed
until we rejoice together with

ager at the Church of Christin  our Lord.

Nathan, Arkansas and was an A graveside service was
alumni of Murfreesboro High  held 11:00 a.m., Monday, April
School. 6, at Academy Cemetery, with

Bro. Damian Rogers officiat-
ing, under the direction of Lat-
imer Funeral Home in Nash-
ville.

You may send an online
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com

Joe married his wife Janie in
1988. They have two children,
Laura Buchanan, husband
Scotty, of Wake Village, Texas
and the late Kyle Thomas
Wright. Joe is survived by one
brother, Ted Wright, of High-
land, Arkansas and proceeded

BY RICK FLOYD

Moon bases and mining
in future for humanity?

Three American astronauts and one Canadian astronaut are
on the way to circle the Moon, then return to splashdown in the
Pacific Ocean. The spectacular launch of Artemis IT on April 1st
sent the four in their Orion spacecraft to low Earth orbit, and the
next day they executed the trans-lunar insertion (TLI), a phrase
from the Apollo era meaning they came around Earth, pointed
the craft toward the Moon and fired their booster rockets getting
up to a speed of more than 24,000 miles per hour. After 50 years,
it was good to once again hear “go for TLI”. The only major glitch
so far is an on-going problem with the toilet.

Artemis I, was the first step in this program, sending an un-
inhabited capsule to loop the Moon a couple of times then suc-
cessfully return to Earth. Artemis II will also orbit the Moon and
return. It is basically what could be called a shake-down cruise
and the next step before Artemis III and IV, both of which will
have astronauts landing on the lunar surface.

Once the International Space Station is decommissioned at the
end of this decade NASA will not replace it with another, but con-
tinue with the goal of making a base on the Moon. Such a move
will logically allow more detailed scientific study of the Moon,
and also be another step to going to Mars. It is not discussed
much, but the U.S., China and others are also keenly interested in
the potential mining rewards the Moon might offer.

As the astronauts make orbit on April 6th or so it is likely we
will have a broadcast reminiscent of the one from Apollo 8 which
was in lunar orbit the Christmas of 1968 with astronauts Borman,
Lovell and Anders reading from the book of Genesis. Apollo
8 was the first crewed spacecraft to leave Earth’s gravitational
sphere, and the first to reach the Moon. Like Artemis II, its mis-
sion was to orbit only.

One hour before sunrise on April 13 and 14 the Moon will be
a waning crescent, hanging low on the eastern horizon. When the
Moon is waning or waxing in narrow crescent mode most often
the darkened part is visible as if there is a glow coming from it.
This is called earthshine, and is actually light reflected from shiny
Earth onto the Moon.

Recently discovered comet, C2026 A1, was hoped to be a spec-
tacle in the night sky this month, but it now appears likely that it
will fragment and not survive its loop around the Sun.
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FFA AWARDS

Submitted photos/SPCSD

... The Murfreesboro High School FFA electricity team placed second at the

2026 district competition. Members include (above, L to R) Colton Jackson, Aden Stinson, Law-
son Benight, and Daniel Martinez. The MHS FFA mechanics team tied for second and lost in the
tiebreaker to end third at the district competition. Members include (below) Garrett Lamb, Riley
Benight, Hunter Cooley, and Isaac Smith.
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MURFREESBORO SENIOR ADULT CENTER LUNCH MENU

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15

MONDAY, APRIL 13

Sloppy joe on bun, potato salad, green

beans, sherbet
TUESDAY, APRIL 14

Mushroom swiss burger, potato wedges,

sweet broccoli, fruit gelatin

Chicken enchilada, Spanish rice, pinto

beans, salsa, blushing pears

Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more information
(870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-

RESIST THE DEVIL AND
HE WILL FLEE FROM YOU!

Regardless of all the things
going on around us in today’s
world, the greatest battle we
face each day is Satan. Each
day we must deal with the

lost and that he is constantly
trying to pull us away from
God and the things we en-
joy in Christ Jesus. We know
from the book of Job that Sa-
tan roams around on the earth
each day.

Peter tells us that our
adversary, the devil, walks
about as a roaring lion seeking
whom he may devour.

The apostle John in 1 John
2 tells us the three ways that
Satan tempts us: Lust of the

fact that Satan wants us to be [

‘Dear Preacher’

By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ

flesh; Lust of the eye; the pride
of life. We, as Christians, must
recognize these characteristics
of the devil and know that we
can withstand them and daily
fight to overcome the things
he does.

James tells us to submit
to God and resist the devil.
When we resist the devil, he

will flee from us. In Ephesians
6, the apostle Paul tells us to
put on the whole armor of
God so that we can fight the
wiles of the devil. We must
daily resist and fight the devil.
Let us draw encouragement
from 1 Corinthians 10:13 as we
wage our daily battle.

No temptation has over-
taken you except such as is
common to man; but God is
faithful, who will not allow
you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with
the temptation will also make
the way of escape, that you
may be able to bear it.

[ pray that each of you will
daily submit to God and serve
him faithfully. Have a great
week!

Paid Advertisement

Lawsuit questions assistance stipulations

BY MARY HIGHTOWER
University of Arkansas System
Division of Agriculture

FAYETTEVILLE -- The U.S. Department of
Agriculture is being sued over waivers that ex-
clude purchases of candy, soda and other items
from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, also known as SNAP.

USDA has the authority to determine what
foods are eligible under SNAP, which provides
food benefits to low-income families to supple-
ment their grocery budget. States are autho-
rized to determine who's eligible.

The waivers, which have been granted to 22
states by USDA since 2025, grant states the au-
thority to change the SNAP eligibility of certain
foods. Proponents say the waivers will support
healthy food choices by SNAP recipients.

“States that want to administer the program
differently can do so with a waiver,” said Em-
ily Stone, staff attorney for the National Agri-
cultural Law Center. “States that requested the
food restriction did so through a demonstra-
tion project waiver.”

The head of USDA may grant waivers to
states to conduct experimental or pilot proj-
ects on a trial basis to increase the efficiency
of SNAP.

The only permissible demonstration proj-
ects are ones that:

* Improve program administration

* Increase the self-sufficiency of SNAP re-
cipients

e Test innovation welfare reform strategies,
or

o Allow greater conformity with the rules
of certain other programs.

The suit, filed by five SNAP recipients earlier
this month in the U.S. District Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, targets waivers in Colorado,
Iowa, Nebraska, Tennessee and West Virginia.

The plaintiffs claim that the waivers create a
“patchwork of state-by-state food prohibition
regimes” that “deprive SNAP recipients and
their families of the food they need to main-
tain their health and employment, and in some
cases, to survive.”

The plaintiffs ask the court — among other
things — to postpone the dates in which the
Colorado, Iowa, Nebraska, Tennessee and West
Virginia waivers go into effect and prevent ap-
plication or enforcement of any waiver that has
already gone into effect or has yet to go into
effect.

“If the waivers are permanently halted, then
the status quo will remain and SNAP partici-
pants will be permitted to use their benefits on
candy, soda, energy drinks and any other foods
the waivers sought to restrict,” Stone said. “If
the court agrees to simply postpone the effec-
tive date or merely pause waiver enforcement
for the duration of litigation, it will further de-
lay required compliance for SNAP authorized
retailers.”

MORE STATES GRANTED WAIVERS

In March, USDA granted food restriction
waivers to four more states.

“USDA recently approved SNAP food re-
striction waivers in Kansas, Nevada, Wyo-
ming and Ohio, allowing the states to re-
strict purchases of items such as candy and
soda,” Stone said.

“These four join 18 other states — including
Arkansas — that have received SNAP waivers
from USDA since the start of 2025.

“It is important to note that these restrictions
only apply to foods that SNAP participants
purchase with their SNAP benefits,” Stone
said. “They are free to purchase candy, soda or
other restricted foods with their own money.”

Ohio plans to begin implementation in Oc-
tober. Kansas and Wyoming will implement in
February 2027, and Nevada will do the same
in February 2028.

In June 2025, USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins,
joined by federal Health and Human Services
Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., signed waiv-
ers for Arkansas, Idaho and Utah. The Ar-
kansas waiver takes effect July 1 and bars
soda, low- and no-calorie soda, fruit and veg-
etable drinks with less than 50 percent natural
juice, candy and other items.

RULE FOR RETAILERS

When announcing USDA’s approval of the
most recent waivers, Rollins said that she ex-
pected a proposed rule requiring retailers
who participate in SNAP to carry more whole
foods to become final soon.

“The proposed rule requires that SNAP re-
tailers offer seven varieties from four ‘staple
food” categories, including protein, grains,
dairy and fruits or vegetables — a move USDA
has stated would increase the ability of SNAP
recipients to access healthy foods,” Stone said.

However, some SNAP retailers have claimed
that the rule would prevent them from partici-
pating in the program. Because the rule rede-
fines what counts under certain varieties, some
retailers claim compliance will not be feasible.
For example, under the current rule, bagels,
English muffins, and bread were all considered
separate varieties under the “grain” category.
However, under the proposed rule, bagels,
English muffins and all breads would be clas-
sified as one variety. This means a retailer will
have to find other grain options to fulfill the
proposed rule’s seven variety requirement. It is
not clear if USDA has established a date to re-
lease the final rule.

For more information on state SNAP waiv-
ers, view the NALC article at nationalaglaw-
center.org/excluding-junk-food-from-snap-
benefits.

For more information about the NALC, vis-
it National AgLawCenter.org and subscribe to
receive NALC communications, including we-
binar announcements, the Quarterly Newslet-
ter and The Feed.

LETTER TO EDITOR POLICY

All letters to the editor must be signed, along with a phone number (that will not be pub-
lished) provided for confirmation purposes. The Murfreesboro Diamond reserves the right

to edit letters for length and clarity. Letters must not be libelous or contain profanities.

Send Letters to P.O. Box 550, Murfreesboro, AR 71958
or e-mail to mdiamond.editor@windstream.net

SOUTH PIKE COUNTY SCHOOL MENU

THURSDAY, APRIL 9

Breakfast: Blueberry loaf w/ yogurt or ce-
real, fruit, juice, milk

Lunch: Beefy nacho grande, fire roasted
corn, lettuce, tomato, salsa, applesauce, milk

7-12 line 2 option- Burrito w/cheee

FRIDAY, APRIL 10

Breakfast: Sausage croissant or cereal, fruit,
juice, milk

Lunch: Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes,
green beans, whole grain roll, mixed fruit, milk

7-12 line 2 option-Beef fingers

MONDAY, APRIL 13

Breakfast: French toast sticks or cereal, fruit,
juice, milk

Lunch: Pepperoni pizza, seasoned corn,
steamed broccoli, pineapple, milk

7-12 line 2 option- Big daddy pepperoni piz-

za or French bread pizza w/ sauce

TUESDAY, APRIL 14

Breakfast:Pancake on a stick or cereal, fruit,
juice, milk

Lunch: French toast sticks w/syrup, sausage
patty, 7-12 cheese stick, hashbrowns, cucumbers
& baby tomatoes w /ranch, sidekick slush, milk

7-12 line 2 option- No line 2

WEDNESDAY, APRIL15

Breakfast: Breakfast pizza or cereal, fruit,
juice, milk

Lunch: Chicken spaghetti, green beans, sa-
vory carrots, garlic breadstick, pears, milk

7-12 line 2 option- pizza sticks w/sauce

*Due to food item shortages menus are subject to
change without notice. Any changes to the menu will
be posted on the website at wwuw.rattlers.org

Trinity Missionary
Baptist Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro

* Worship 11 a.m. ® Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.
* Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
*Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy

To reserve this space for your
church services or buginess...
Call Christy at
870-285-2723

Bank of Delig?{ht

503 E. Antioch St. De

ght

(870) 379-2293

This is a dramatized version
of facts taken from the Book
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of II Kings intending to show
some of the customs of these | — -
ancient and traditional times

The Shunammite’s Son £

HAVING HEARD FROM GEHAZI
THAT THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN'S| |2

T
THAT THE CHILD
STILL LIES DEAD...
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\VE THIS FOR YOUR

Murfreesboro church

of Christ
305 S. Second Ave.

Sun. Bible Study 9:30 ® Worship 10:20
Sun. eve. 6 p.m. ® Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.

Bro. Buddy Ray

Attend Church
This Sunday!
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Next Week |
ATIME FOR PRAYER!

HAVESANITEMMYOU DIIKENTO,
SERINCLUDED
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INSECTS
* - Theme Related Clue

ACROSS

1.Ira___ of NPR

6. Mr. Turkey

9. Gives the boot

13. Between octet and decet

14. Ginger one

15. Spherical bacteria

16. Popular ursine meme star
17. Public health org,.

18. Mountaineer’s tool (2 words)
19. *Fly larva

21. *World's noisiest insect

23. Comic book shriek

24. Like some excuses

25. Food safety org.

28. Man Ray’s genre

30. Temporarily, legally speaking (2 words)
35. Like unpleasant awakening
37. 4th down kick

39. Quarter-round molding

40. Computer operating system
41. Metal bar

43. Mine passage

44. Antonym of exhume

46. Expert

47. Strip of wood

48. Throws

50. It will

52. Concurrence word

53. Silo contents

55. Romanian money

57. *Bee’s bounty

60. *Boll weevil, e.g.

63. Aquarium scum

64. *Lightning bug trap?

66. Brandish

68. Part of a flower

69. Bonanza find

70. Courtroom excuse

71. Whiskey grain, pl.

73. #52 Across, pl.

DOWN

1. Econ. measure

2. Good earth

3. Wintour of “Vogue” fame

4. Marsh plant

5. Not impromptu

6. Diplomat’s asset

7. Antediluvian

8. Haj destination

9. Cocaine plant

10. Gotan A

11. March Madness org.

12. *Number of legs on an insect

15. Famous Roman orator

20. Giraffe’s striped-legged cousin

22. Mischief-maker

24. Opposite of energetic

25.*___ fly, firstliving creature sent to space
26. 1 don’t know,” casually

27. #43 Across, pl.

29.*___ beetle, world's strongest insect
31. *Shape of a ladybug or carpet beetle
32. Not tomorrow, not yesterday

33. Like basketball’s final eight

34. *Lepidoptera members, not butterflies
36. Demi Moore and Bruce Willis, e.g.
38. Reason for suit

42. Tutu fabric

45. Duran Duran’s 1984 hit, with The
49. “Monkey ___, monkey do”

51. Wiggle room

54. “Have a great time!”

56. Useful

57. Performance with acts

58. Lecherous look

59. “Betcha Can’t Eat Just One” brand
60. Tea or beer

61. Hawaiian flower garlands

62. Major European river

63. Acronym, abbr.

65. “Roses ___ red”

CROSSWORD

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PRC JE: GZ590

888-804-0913

€ 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call 888-804-0913

72. Coniferous tree 67. Bad-mouth, slangily © StatePoint Media
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TRACK Continued from Page 1 Delight man charged with theft, threatening

the 400 [meter dash].”

Former MHS student Mason Phillips has returned to the team
as a homeschool student right before spring break, bringing the
team a crucial scoring component from last year’s team.

Lowery said that Caddo Hills and Spring Hill both had

ARKADELPHIA - A Delight man has been charged in Clark
County with felony theft of property and terroristic threatening,
as well as misdemeanor county of harassment.

Brian Garrett VanCamp, 27, was charged April 1 stemming

HOWARD COUNTY CHARGE

A Murfreesboro man has been charged in Howard County
with domestic battery, furnishing, possessing or using prohib-
ited articles (delivering a prohibited article) and criminal use of

enough athletes to push the Lady Rattler track squad at the dis-  from an incident in January where he is accused of stealing a a weapon.
trict meet. . . . four-wheeler from a residence on Highway 26 in Clark County. Christopher Wright, 40, was charged in Howard County on
“They’ll try to get in there and ruffle us up a little bit ... Ifeel ~ After the ATV was reported stolen, Pike County deputies re- ~ April 1.

strong about the district meet ... but, like winning anything at the
state level, it's going to take some luck and some good health.”

The junior high meet is set for April 23, starting at 10:30 a.m.
at Caddo Hills Schools. The senior high meet will be held the
next week, April 30, beginning at 10:30 a.m., also at Caddo Hills.

Lowery explains the earlier than expected start times are due
to complications of no lights at the Caddo Hills facility that com-
plicated issues in the final events last year.

Having won the meet at Caddo earlier this year, Lowery said
his squad enjoyed running there.

“It's a good track, a nice setup and a nice facility.”

Lowery said that a lot of people don’t understand how much
effort it takes to pull off a track meet by the host school.

“It’s a lot of volunteer work, people on the staff that you have
to depend on -- it’s tough. People used to volunteer for every-
thing, now it’s tough to get volunteers. Last year at Prescott we
had like 10 meets including the state meet. It just wears you out.
It takes a lot of bodies to run a meet -- it’s not as easy as what

portedly found it at VanCamp’s home on Depot Road in Delight.
VanCamp allegedly confessed to the theft.

VanCamp is also accused for threatening the ATV owner after
finding out there was a warrant for his arrest involving the theft
and then harassing him again at a later date.

According to case information, Wright was arrested on March
12 following an incident at an apartment in Nashville where he
allegedly was involved in an altercation with a family member.
When he was taken to the county jail for booking, Wright was
found to be in possession of “metal knuckles.”

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

Pike County artist to he memorialized in show

HOPE - Johnce Lyle Parrish (1946 |
Teuce Jyle Tarush R JOURNEY THROUG TIE

2025) was an artist whose life and work
A RETROSPECTIVE

were defined by curiosity, craftsmanship,
and an unwavering commitment to cre-
ative expression. Knowing he wanted
to be an artist by age three, Parrish held

people think.” his fi Dibiti ot el =
For meet results from the 2026 season, please see next week’s 15 first one-man exkubition at just eleven APRIL'8=10 | 5=8:PM
newspaper years old. As an adult, he became known

Where To Find A Copy of the Diamond:

Peoples Pharmacy  EZ Mart ¢ C-Stop
Tobacco & More # Gypsy Underground

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Call Rebecca McGraw at (501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

20th Annual Nursing Expo

Saturday, April 11" 9a.m.-2p.m. |
FREE ADMISSION

at the Jack Stephens Center

UALR Campusin Little Rock

« Talk to recruiters
= Onsite interviews
« Networking

» Scholarships

« Give aways

= Hourly prizes

For booth reservations or questions:
CALL: 800-561-4686, ext. 108

EMAIL: sbrown@pcipublishing.com

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
I8! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer
1-833-423-2673

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature uniimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-844
868-3831

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-
210-6510  www.dental50plus
com/arpress #5258

Prepare for power outages
with  Briggs &  Stratton®
PowerProtect{TM) standby
generators - the most powerful
home  standby  generators
available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty - 7
years ($848 value) Proudly
made in the U.S A, Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-855-554-0140.

We Buy Vintage Guitars!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone Guild Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie  State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg.  And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6613

DIRECTV- All your
entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-855-400-3297

Week of April 6, 2026

WORLD’S LARGEST
GUN SHOW
April 11 & 12

Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds
Saturday 8-6,
Sunday 8-4
WANENMACHER'S
TULSA ARMS SHOW
Free appraisals.
Bring your guns!

www.TulsaArmsShow.com

End your tax worries today.
Let us make your tax problem
our priority. Scared, stuck with
high tax amounts? Our A+ tax
professionals can help. Call
for a FREE consultation. Call
Priority Tax now 1- 877-961-
6859

Audien Hearing. The world's
first hearing aid  with
touchscreen controls. No tiny
buttons, apps or prescriptions
45-day risk free ftrial. Free
shipping.  Lifetime  support
More than 1.5 milion happy
customers. Call Audien 1-855-
428-8720

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed!  LeafFiter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime  transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-
977-9614 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off
Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

Get a break on your taxes
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025
Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-866-587-0119 today!

Olshan Foundation Solutions.
Your trusted foundation repair
experts since 1933 Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery
Basement waterproofing. Water
management and more. Free
evaluation. Limited time up fo
$250 off foundation repar. Call
Olshan 1-833-436-1947

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:
A small amount of water can
lead to major damage to your
home. Our trusted professionals
dry out the wet area and do
repairs to protect your family and
your home's value! If you have
water in your home that needs
to be dried, call 24/7: 1-833-857-
1280. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

SERVICES

JJATIORNEY
SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY BENEFITS.
Unable to work?
Denied benefits?
We Can Help!

WIN or Pay Nothing!
Randolph Baltz

Former SSA Attorney
Office: (501)374-6800

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss
Any condition. Easy three step
process. Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-866-613-1845

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting
material — steel from Erie Meta
Roofs! Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer + up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Meta
Roofs: 1-866-861-2447

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE!
Reduce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting the
coverage you need! Call now for
a competitive free quote. 1-833-
879-1438. Plus... Income based
government  subsidies  are
available for those that qualify!

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands  behind  their  work.
Fast, free estimate. Financing
avallable Call 1-833-889-0049
Have zip code of property ready
when calling!

QUALIFY  for
disability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care for a
health condition that prevents
you from working far a year or
mere. Call now! 1-833-641-6953

YOU MAY

as a “Jack of All Trades,” excelling in sign
painting, remodeling, and large-scale mu-
ral work throughout the region.

Parrish’s artistic practice extended be-
yond functional craftsmanship into the
realm of fine art. He earned recognition
for his sculptures, pen and ink drawings,
watercolor on Yupo, oil paintings, and
more. After retiring from carpentry, he
dedicated himself fully to his art, teaching
classes, serving on arts-related boards,
and contributing to cultural organizations
including the Arkansas Arts Council, the
Elberta Arts Council, the Fine Arts Center
of Hot Springs, AmeriCorps VISTA, and
the Howard and South Pike County Lit-
eracy Council.

His work has been exhibited in gal-
leries, featured in publications such as A
Gathering of Artists, and continues to
live on in public spaces including the
Glenwood Library and the Crater of Dia-
monds State Park Visitors Center. Since
his death in April 2025, Johnce’s work has
been featured internationally through Bi-

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
870)285-2723 + miamondGwindstream.net

farin Galleries. Johnce painted daily after
retirement, driven by an internal need to
create. Though the loss of his vision even-
tually prevented him from continuing to
paint on canvas, his artistic vision never
faded.

As Parrish once said, “Art requires
honesty. This makes me a seeker, so my
art is about process, not product.” This
retrospective honors a life devoted to that
philosophy.

April 9 will be open exclusively to
SWAAC members. The exhibition opens
to the public on April 10 and will remain

MILLWOOD CORPORATION

Matt Tollett (870) 703-6939
Jason Porter (870) 703-1039
Johnny Porter (870) 703-1628

P.O. Box 1316 Hope, AR 71802

WVEESHATITEREV ALY

on view through the month of April dur-
ing weekday morning hours.

For more information, please contact
the Southwest Arkansas Arts Council
at swaac13@gmail.com or visit 200 E Di-
vision St Hope, AR.

ABOUT THE SOUTHWEST ARKAN-
SAS ARTS COUNCIL

The Southwest Arkansas Arts Council
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
enriching communities through experi-
ence, expression, and education in all the
arts.

SIMIAILIL, WORIK coo

NOURIUSIRREADIONE

(CAVUL, (€70 28527723 10 PLACE TOURS

Y] [T Classifieds |

MINI STORAGE in Murfrees-
boro. 870-845-6304.

ALL TYPES OF

(gs:4-tf)

ROOFING
We are insured!
Quality work,
Free Estimates
In Business Since 1992!

Greg (870) 356-8934
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Extension hosts ‘Get Real’ event at Kirby

KIRBY -- Kirby High School recently hosted
Extension’s “Get Real — Here's the Deal” event,
bringing together students from both Kirby
and Centerpoint High Schools for an engaging,
real-world learning experience.

This hands-on simulation featured twelve
interactive stations designed to help students
step into their future and navigate financial
decision-making. Each student was given a
unique life scenario — including a career, sal-
ary, marital status, number of children, and tax
deductions — along with a check register and
starting balance.

As they moved through the exhibit, students
made choices similar to those adults face every
day. From buying a home or car, selecting in-
surance, opening a credit card, and budgeting
for groceries and family needs, to even han-

dling unexpected financial crises, every deci-
sion impacted their bottom line.

The event was made possible thanks to com-
munity support. Volunteers included represen-
tatives from local businesses, banks, insurance
agencies, county offices, and extension person-
nel from Pike, Howard, Sevier, and Montgom-
ery counties. These volunteers guided students
through each station, helping them think criti-
cally about their options while keeping their
financial situation in mind.

“Get Real - Here’s the Deal” provided a valu-
able opportunity for students to build financial
awareness, responsibility, and confidence as
they prepare for their futures.

“Thank you to everyone who contributed to
making this event a success!” said FACS Exten-
sion Agent Eva Langley.

LIVING

that fita your budgst

Submitted photo/PCUAEX

Submitted photo/Cole McKnight
SOFTBALL WINS ... The Murfreesboro Lady Rattlers gained a pair of wins last week in action
against Mineral Springs and 7-5 and Mountain Pine 17-3.

| CAN’T AFFORD THAT! ... Pike County students participate in the U-A Extension program
“Get Real” at Kirby High School recently. The program allows students to deal with real world life
scenarios that include family, finances and taxes.

SOOI OO OO OO OO OO0

Submitted photos/PCUAEX

UNDERWATER SUBMERSIBLE ... The Kirby High School Robotics Team, coached by Teresa
Boutwell, competed in the Arkansas 4-H SeaPerch Competition held at the Riverside Park River
Centerin Benton recently and placed third. SeaPerch is an innovative underwater robotics program
that provides students, educators, and parents with the resources to build a remotely operated
vehicle. As a STEM initiative, it focuses on building, engineering, and operating underwater robots
to teach, among other topics, buoyancy and propeller mechanics.

G v i

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
—QOOOOOOOLOOOOOOOOON0O—

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

FCA to host event in Murfreesboro

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro
High School Fellowship of Christian Athletes
chapter will be hosting a “Court of Champions
-- One Shot” event with representatives from
local churches.

The event is set for Saturday, April 25 start-
ing at 6 p.m. at the MHS gymnasium.

“We hope Court of Champions will be a huge
success and bring hope and a renewed sense of

faith to our community,” said event organizers.

Admission is free and open to all. The public
is invited to join the FCA chapter for a shot at
salvation at our first annual Court of Champi-
ons!

For more information, contact Jordan Shanks
at (870) 285-2189 ext. 130 or email jordan.
shanks@rattlers.org.
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Extension to host beef and forage meeting

GLENWOOD -- Pike County Extension will
be hosting a Beef and Forage Production meet-
ing along with Montgomery County Extension
on Tuesday April 14.

The Production meeting will take place at
6 p.m. at the McGrew Livestock Auction (the
Sale Barn) in Glenwood with registration be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m. The address is 56 HWY 70
E, Glenwood.

There will be a free meal provided by the
Pike and Montgomery County Farm Bureau.

Topics Include:

e Asian Longhorn Tick: Dr. Kirsten Midkiff,

Assistant Professor-Extension Animal Health/
Well-being CES | Animal Science

* Planning the Forage Year: Dr. Jonathan
Kubesch, Assistant Professor- Forages CESI|
Animal Science

* Bahiagrass Demonstration Results: Codie
McAlister, Pike County Extension Agent-Agri-
culture

o New World Screwworm: Gerald Hewitt,
Montgomery County Extension Agent-Agri-
culture

If interested in attending, please RSVP the
Pike County Extension Office at (870) 285-2161.

1P.M. AT HOPE LIVESTOCK
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ONGOING -- The public is invited to drop
by the Pike County Extension Office and get
some Texas Roadhouse Rolls. The rolls have
been cut in price to $4 a dozen and $2 for con-
tainer of cinnamon butter. Call the office at
(870) 285-2161 for more information.

APRIL 25 -- The Delight Fire Department
will hold a fundraising dinner and auction on
April 25 at 6 p.m. in the Delight school cafete-
ria. Smoked chicken dinners will be $10 a plate.
An auction will follow the meal.

APRIL -- The 2026 Winter Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) will
end on April 30, 2026. Crisis applications are
still being accepted and will continue through
April 30, 2026. LIHEAP applications are avail-
able in all 19 CADC counties. To find out where
to apply or to check local intake schedules, visit
www.cadc.com/ utility-assistance. If you have
any questions, or want to know more about the
program, please call 501-326-6229 or visit our
website at www.cadc.com/ utility-assistance.

Please send your community announcements at least
two weeks in advance to mdiamond @windstream.net

Replacement Pemale Sale

VIEW CONSIGNED CATTLE AT
LBJCATTLE.COM

Updates made daily

CONTACT

Lanny Ford, 870.703.4345
Bart Emerson, 870.904.6671
Jeff Milam, 870.703.0716
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