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Delight VFD to hold
fundraiser April 25

DELIGHT -- The Delight Fire Department
will hold a fundraising dinner and auction on
April 25 at 6 p.m. in the Delight school cafete-
ria.

Smoked chicken dinners will be $10 a plate.

An auction will follow the meal.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Nashville group to hold
fundraising sale this week

NASHVILLE -- Operation Christmas Child’s
(OCC) semi-annual garage sale will be held
Friday, March 27, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., and Saturday,
March 28, 8 a.m.-noon in the Family Activity
Building (FAB) of the First Baptist Church in
Nashville. The church is located on College and
2nd Streets.

QOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOS

Fair announces dates
for benefit bass tourney

PIKE COUNTY -- The 22nd annual Pike
County Fair bass tournament has announced
the details for the 2026 installment.

Set for Saturday, April 11 at SWAHA Lodge
on Lake Greeson the tournament will begin at
“safe light” and will continue until the weigh-
inat3p.m.

Registration for the tournament can be con-
ducted at https://forms.gle/tacREmt8eFbm-
v]Gné. The link can also be accessed via the
Pike County Fair and Rodeo page on Facebook.

Takeoff numbers will be based on paid reg-
istration order. Registrants must register by
April 1 to receive a tournament hat, but regis-
trations will still be taken up to the start of the
tournament.

A five bass limit will be held for the tourna-
ment, with a $100 entry fee per boat.

Guaranteed prize money has been set for
places 1-5 ($1,000 to $100) and a prize will be
handed out for the big bass ($500) of the tour-
nament.

For questions regarding the tournament or a
link to the registration page, please email pike-
countyfairandrodeo@gmail.com.

HCCCtoholdbass
tourney April 4

SWAHA LANDING - The Howard County
Children’s Center will host their benefit bass
tournament at SWAHA Landing on Saturday,
April 4.

The event will begin at safe light, with the
weigh-in being held at 3 p.m.

The cost of entry is $100 per boat — team or
individual.

First place at the tournament is worth $2,000,
with $1,000 for second place, $750 for third
place and $500 for fourth place.

Cash and prizes will be given out through
tenth place.

The big bass of the tournament is worth $350,
while the second biggest bass with be worth a
$150 prize.

To enter for the tournament, contact the
Howard County Children’s Center for an entry
form at (870) 845-1211.

Liberty Tree to be
planted atCourthouse

MURFREESBORO -- As part of the America
250 celebration, the Sons and Daughters of the
American Revolution will jointly hold a “Lib-
erty Tree” event on April 6.

The Desoto Trace Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution will plant a tree at the
Pike County Courthouse at 10 p.m.

More information on the groups can be
found at www.arssar.org and arkansas-dar.org.

The groups thank the Arkansas Forestry
Commission for donating the elm tree that will
be planted.
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SENIOR HIGH CHEERLEADERS ...
tryouts last week and named their 2026-2027 squad for next school year. Pictured above
is (front row, L to R) Madilynn Draper, Adalyn Silva and Carsyn Ballard; (middle row) Laini
Liggin, Kyndall Henderson, Macy Gills, Shaylia Morris, Chloe Cross and Kinley Fisher;
(back row) Gianna Draper, Ramsey Terrell, Josey Jones, Bella Frazier and Charleigh

Submitted photo/SPCSD
Murfreesboro High School held cheerleader
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Tourism Commission plans to expand brand,
advertise on with commercials regionally

MURFREESBORO -- Steve Dannaway of
DNT Media from Benton was at the March
meeting of the Murfreesboro Advertising and
Tourism Commission.

He gave an update on the group’s website,
digmurfreesboro.com, noting that while web-
site numbers were slightly down, engagement
by visitors was up -- meaning those that stayed
on the site for more than 30 seconds.

Dannaway then discussed shifting DNT’s fo-
cus for Murfreesboro, cutting back filming vis-
its to a quarterly basis as opposed to monthly,
allowing the Tourism Commission to purchase
“targeted advertising” on digital streaming
viewings of Hulu, Disney, ESPN, Paramount
and Comcast.

In addition, targeted google TV ads, with
improved artificial intelligence targeting will
focus on more probable customers in any geo-
graphical area desired. In this case, it will be
rockhounds from around the states bordering
Arkansas as well as within our state. The focus
would be families under the income of $75,000
to help display “Arkansas’ best vacation val-

”

ue.

“The results can be amazing -- it’s the right
time to start doing this,” Dannaway said, not-
ing that traffic from the commercials to the
website can be tracked via Paramount. “So we
will move a little away from a plan of targeted
social media.”

Dannaway said the digmurfreesboro.com
website was “solid,” but needed refurbishment
at this point. He also suggested the idea of us-
ing the website as much for economic growth
of the area as opposed to just a tourism based
site. “You would still have a spectacular prod-
uct, but it would be even better than before by
adding a focus on local news and events.”

Asked if the television ads would get more
people to the website, Dannaway simply said
“definitely,” predicting a three fold increase.
“It's big branding action on a large scale.”

He said events like the Razorbacks in the
NCAA tournament would be a perfect time to
advertise heavily. “This will allow you to focus
advertising in not an organic way, but more in
a paid way -- this is the way to go.”

The tourism group agreed to the proposal to
see if there was any increase over the summer

months.

“We'll just have to see what works over
time,” said tourism chairperson Jamie Ter-
rell. “we’ll know much more about all this six
months from now.”

The plan to designate a “Glen Campbell
Trail” is moving forward, with the signs ap-
proved by the Arkansas Department of Trans-
portation. Four signs to be placed on the high-
way between Murfreesboro and Delight will
cost the commission $5,148.

The group also discussed the seeking of a
trails grant for bikes and ATVs from the Arkan-
sas Department of Transportation. The grant,
if garnered, would be administered by Pike
County but the 20% matching funds would be
paid for by the Murfreesboro Tourism Com-
mission. The goal is to create trails from town
to Lake Greeson -- using county roads where
applicable -- that can accommodate recreation-
al vehicles.

The Pike County Quorum Court has ap-
proved the applying for the grants at their
March meeting.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

Glenwood sawmill set to reopen next week

GLENWOOD -- The Domtar sawmill in
Glenwood is preparing to resume operations
later this month after a temporary shutdown.

The company announced Wednesday that
the mill, located on South Spur 8, will restart
on March 30.

The facility, which employs more than 100
people, shut down in October due to market
conditions, including a surplus of lumber, low

prices and high interest rates.

Domtar says recent improvements in the
market and customer demand have made it
possible to bring the mill back online.

According to company officials, the restart
will happen in phases over the next several
weeks to ensure safe and reliable operations.

A company spokesperson says some em-
ployees have already been brought back to

inspect equipment that has been idle since the
shutdown.

The Glenwood mill produces southern yel-
low pine lumber and decking materials used in
construction.

Domtar acquired the facility in 2023, follow-
ing a major expansion project under its previ-
ous owner in 2021.
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MHS alums progress in military careers

LITTLE ROCK -- Two former residents of
Murfreesboro have been furthering their ca-
reers in the United States Army.

Jarrett Stark was honored at a promotion
ceremony held at Camp Joesph T. Robinson in
North Little Rock on Feb. 28.

Lieutenant Colonel Stark has dedicated 26
years to military service, beginning his career
on Feb. 8, 2000 as an Infantryman in Alpha
Company, 1/153 Infantry, 39th Infantry Bri-
gade Team in Arkadelphia.

In his first nine years of service, Stark served
in various roles including fire team leader,
squad leader and battalion operations non-
commissioned officer, earning the rank of Ser-
geant First Class.

Stark was deployed twice to Iraq as part of
Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2004 and 2008.

After returning from Iraq, Stark was selected
to the Interservice Physician Assistant Pro-
gram at Fort Sam Houston in Texas. He would
graduate the program and be promoted to First
Lieutenant in 2011.

He would serve as a Battalion Physician
Assistant from 2011-2016, where he entered
the AGR program with the 61st Civil Support
Team, where he would eventually be the Dep-
uty Commander before being reassigned to the
Arkansas Army National Guard Medical Read-
iness Detachment at the Camp Robinson Troop
Medical Center in 2021.

Since coming to Camp Robinson medical
clinic, Stark served in key positions, including
Unit Commander, Clinical Training Officer and
Troop Medical Clinic Administrative Officer.

Stark has a Master of Physician Associate
Studies from the University of Nebraska Medi-
cal Center as well as a 2023 graduate of Army
Command and General Staff College.

In his career he has earned the Combat In-
fantry Badge, Ranger Tab, Air Assault Badge
and the Pathfinder Badge. He has also been
awarded the Bronze Star, the Meritorious Ser-

vice Medal and the Army Achievement Medal
amongst many other honors throughout his
service.

Stark, is married to Lonnie, formerly of Min-
eral Springs, and together they have three chil-
dren - Julianna, Sloane and Beau.

RYAN STARK

Ryan Stark was named to the position of
State Command Sergeant Major at a ceremony
held at Camp Joseph T. Robinson in North Lit-
tle Rock on March 1, 2025.

He began his military career on August 4,
1997 in Arkadelphia as part of the Detachment
1 Company A 1st Battalion of the 153rd Infan-
try Regiment.

R. Stark has served in every Non-Commis-
sion Officer leadership positions with the
Army National Guard, from Team Leader to
Command Sergeant Major.

He served in Operation Iraqi Freedom in
2004 and 2008, deployed with Bravo Company,
1st Battalion of the 153rd Infantry Regiment.

In 2018 R. Stark was promoted to Sergeant
Major and assigned as the Operations Sergeant
Major for the 39th IBCT. Then, in Sept. 2020,
CSM Stark was as the 2nd Battalion 153 Regi-
ment BN Command Sergeant Major.

In 2022, he was selected as a Grade 3 Com-
mand Sergeant Major for the Army National
Guard and in 2023 he was named to serve as
the 223rd RTI Regimental Commandant, hold-
ing both positions at once.

R. Stark has served in a variety of other as-
signments, such as State Quota Source Man-
ager at Deputy Chief of Staff, Operation and
Training , the Non-Commissioned Officer In
Charge at the Directorate of Military Sup-
port, an instructor, course manager and qual-
ity assurance Non Commissioned Officer at
the 233rd RTI as well as various battalion and
company positions in the 1st and 2nd Battalion
153rd Infantry Regiment IBCT.

JARRETT STARK Submitted photo

He has earned a number of awards and dec-
orations in his career, including Air Assault,
Pathfinder and Combat Infantry badges, Ger-
man Armed Forces Proficiency Badge, Expert
Weapons Qualification Badge (pistol), Merito-
rious Unit Commendation, Joint Meritorious
Unit Award, Meritorious Service Medal, Army
Commendation Medal and Army Achievement

RYAN STARK

Medal.

R. Stark was a 1995 graduate of Murfrees-
boro High School and graduated from Ameri-
can Military University in 2017 with a Bachelor
of Arts Management and a Masters of Business
Administration in 2025.

He is married to Kristen Stark and together
they have one child, Beckett.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

Church hosts sale to reduce debt

DELIGHT -- Crossroads As-
sembly of God Church will
host a yard sale/bake sale this
Friday and Saturday, March
27-28 from 8 am. to 6 p.m.
both days.

The event is set to be held

hope to pay off that mortgage,
with all proceeds from the sale
going toward that effort.

The event will feature items
such as Hobby Lobby decor,
camouflage hunting clothes
and gloves, sleeping bag, deer

blind, deer stand harnesses,
deer stand umbrellas, new
and gently used clothes and
shoes (for babies, kids, teens
and adults), a few antiques
and many unlisted new and
and used items.

OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO0

Case dismissed after alleged suicide

MURFREESBORO -- A felo-
ny criminal case filed in Pike
County on March19 against a
Hope woman has been closed
after the defendant took her
own life two days later.

On March 19, a charge of
distributing, possessing or
viewing of matter depict-
ing sexually explicit conduct
involving a child was filed
against Ashlie Tompkins, 27,
of Hope. Tompkins died by
suicide March 21 in Hope, ac-
cording to Hempstead County
Sheriff James Singleton.

Tompkins was under in-
vestigation since January for
her alleged involvement with
a 14-year-old female in Pike
County, which included ex-
changing messages and lewd
photos, according to case
records. Tompkins acknowl-
edged in multiple messages
to the teen that what was hap-
pening was wrong and that
she could get in trouble. She
also told officials she was al-
legedly under the influence

of marijuana and alcohol in a
photo found that showed the
two kissing.

The warrant issued on
March 19 for Tompkins’ arrest
was recalled March 23.

OKOLONA MAN CHARGED

Felony drug charges were
filed in Pike County March 19
against Shane McElroy, 34, of
Okolona. He is charged with
possession of methamphet-
amine and tampering with
physical evidence.

McElroy was arrested on
March 15 following a traffic
stop in Delight. The arresting
officer detected the smell of
marijuana in his vehicle and
a subsequent search found a
small amount of marijuana,
meth and a .22 caliber pis-
tol. The tampering charge
stemmed from McElroy re-
portedly trying to conceal
drugs by throwing a container
under this vehicle during the
stop.

McElroy pleaded innocent
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SUBMISSION DEADLINE
FRIDAYS AT 3:00 P.M.

to the charges Monday and he
was ordered back to court for
pretrial on June 22.

at the former Delight School

Cafeteria.
The goal of the event is
simple -- debt reduction.

When the Crossroads Church
burned to the ground in Sept.
2017, the church took out a
loan to rebuild. With proceeds
of the sale event organizers

BID NOTICE

Daisy Council is accepting bids for Mowing and
Park Clean up at the City Park in Daisy, Sealed bids
need to be received by April 13, 2026. City of Daisy,
PO Box 39, Kirby AR, 71950.

(This publication was paid for by the City of Daisy. The amount paid for
this publication is $24.30.)

(d.c.c. 38,39)

PUBLIC NOTICE

MORTGAGEE'S NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND
INTENTION TO SELL. YOU MAY LOSE YOUR PROPERTY
IF YOU DO NOT TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION. IF YOUR
PROPERTY IS SOLD, YOU WILL REMAIN LIABLE FOR
ANY DEFICIENCY AND AN ACTION FOR COLLECTION
MAY BE BROUGHT AGAINST YOU. NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that on April 20, 2026, at or about 01:45 PM, the
following real property will be sold at the Main Entrance
of the Pike County Courthouse, One Courthouse Square,
Murfreesboro, AR 71958, to the highest bidder for cash: Lots
Eight (8), Nine (9), Ten (10), Eleven (11) and Twelve (12) in
Block Four (4), Parker and Johnson Addition to the City of
Murfreesboro, as per plat thereof recorded in Deed Book 62,
Page 400A, same being a part of and located in the Northwest
Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (NW -4 SE -4) of Section 17,
Township 8 South, Range 25 West.

More commonly known as:
MURFREESBORO, AR 71958

On January 25, 2006, THE ESTSATE OF KELLY BLAIR
JR and MARGARET BLAIR executed a Mortgage in favor
of First National Bank, as Beneficiary, which was recorded
January 30, 2006, in Book M266, at Page 446 as Instrument
No. in the real estate records of Pike County, Arkansas.
Default has occurred in the payment of said indebtedness,
and is now wholly due. The loan is now in default. Tenants
of the property may claim an interest in the real property
herein. The terms of the call are certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale or wiring of funds within twenty-four
hours of the sale. All transfer taxes will be the responsibility
of the purchaser. The party initiating this action is Select
Portfolio Servicing, Inc., 3217 S. Decker Lake Drive, Salt
Lake City, UT 84119, 800-258-8602. Date: February 10, 2026.
Chase Taskerud Managing Attorney, Arkansas Marinosci
Law Group, P.C. as Attorney in Fact for Towd Point Mortgage
Trust 2019-4, U.S. Bank National Association, as indenture
Trustee. LEGAL PRECEDENT IS NOT CLEAR AS TO
WHETHER THE SENDING OF THIS LETTER MAKES US A
DEBT COLLECTOR. TO THE EXTENT IT DOES, PLEASE
BE ADVISED THAT THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE
IN BANKRUPTCY OR HAVE BEEN DISCHARGED IN
BANKRUPTCY, THIS LETTER IS FOR INFORMATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT INTENDED AS AN
ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT OR AS AN ACT TO
COLLECT, ASSESS, OR RECOVER ALL OR ANY PORTION
OF THE DEBT FROM YOU PERSONALLY. IF YOU ARE
CURRENTLY IN THE MILITARY SERVICE OR HAVE BEEN
IN THE MILITARY SERVICE WITHIN THE PAST YEAR,
AND YOU ENTERED THE SERVICE AFTER SIGNING
THE PROMISSORY NOTE AND DEED OF TRUST, PLEASE
NOTIFY THIS FIRM IMMEDIATELY AS YOU MAY BE
ENTITLED TO RELIEF UNDER THE SERVICEMEMBERS
CIVIL RELIEF ACT. WHEN CONTACTING THIS FIRM
ABOUT YOUR MILITARY SERVICE, YOU MUST PROVIDE
THIS FIRM WITH EVIDENCE OF YOUR MILITARY
STATUS. IF YOU DO NOT PROVIDE SUCH EVIDENCE,
WE WILL ASSUME THAT YOU ARE NOT ENTITLED TO
PROTECTION UNDER THIS ACT. 24-01864

(p.n.a., 516w., 38,39,40,41)

315 JOHNSON ST,

BID NOTICE

Daisy Fire Department is accepting bids for Mowing
at the Daisy Fire Department. Sealed bids need to be
received by April 13, 2026. Daisy Fire Department, PO

Box 39, Kirby AR, 71950.

(This publication was paid for by the City of Daisy. The amount paid for this
publication is $22.50.)

(dfd. 38,39)

JOB OPENING

Job Opening: Field Technician
Murfreesboro Water & Sewer Department
Murfreesboro, Arkansas

The Murfreesboro Water & Sewer Department is accepting
applications for a Water Treatment Field Technician.

Duties include assisting with maintenance and repair of
water and sewer lines, operating equipment, responding to
service calls, and performing general field work.

Outdoor work and a valid driver’s license required.

Alternating weekends on call.

Benefits include:

APERS retirement, paid sick leave, vacation leave, and
training opportunities.

Apply at 204 East Main Street, (P.O. Box 271) Murfreesboro,
AR. (870) 285-2655.

Murfreesboro Water and Sewer Department is a equal op-

portunity employer (m.ws.d., 94w., 37,38)

JOB OPENING

Job Opening: Office Manager
Murfreesboro Water & Sewer Department
Murfreesboro, Arkansas

The Murfreesboro Water & Sewer Department is seeking a
dependable and organized Office Manager to oversee daily
administrative operations and provide excellent service to
the community. This position plays a key role in ensuring the
efficient operation of the department office while supporting
staff and customers.

Position Summary

The Office Manager will be responsible for managing office
activities, maintaining accurate records, assisting customers,
and supporting the financial and administrative functions of
the department.

-Key Responsibilities

*Manage daily office operations and admisitrative tasks
eProvide customer service for water and sewer utility
customers

*Process payments, billing inquiries, and account records
*Maintain office records, reports and documentation
*Coordinate communications between staff, city officials,
and the public

* Assist with basic bookkeeping and office financial tracking
*Maintain office supplies and support genera department
operations

-Qualifications

*Strong organizational and communication skills
eExperience with office administration, bookkeeping, or
customer service preferred

*Basic conmputer and record keeping skis

*Ability to manage multiple tasks in a professional
environment

-Benefits

eHealth insurance provided

eParticipation in the APERS (Arkansas Public Employees
Retirement System) retirement program

-How to Apply

Interested applicates may apply by submitting a resume and
application to the Murfreesboro Water & Sewer Department
at PO. Box 271, Murfreesboro, Arkansas or In-person at 204
East Main. (870) 285-2655

The Murfreesboro Water & Sewer Department is an equal
opportunity employer and encourages qualified applicates

to apply. (m,w,s,d, 234w, 37,38)




Murfreesboro Diamond

Wednesday, March 25, 2026

3

Submitted photo/SPCSD

JUNIOR HIGH CHEERLEADERS ... Murfreesboro Junior High School held cheerleader tryouts
last week and named their 2026-2027 squad for next school year. Pictured above is (back row, L
to R) Larsyn Tidwell, Kyndahl Posey, Kaydee Kuykendall, Alyx Clark and Graisyn Roberts; (middle
row) Amaya Zacarias, Sadie Varner, Emma Cox, Ellie Woods and Braylee Ward; (front row) Kora
Stone, Lainey Beene, Adley Humphry and Chloe Rogers.

SOOI OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

Rattlers continue win steak on diamond

MURFREESBORO -- The
Murfreesboro Rattlers base-
ball team has moved to 9-0 on
the season.

On Thursday, March 19 the
Rattlers traveled to Ouachita
to take a 5-3 victory.

C.D. Morrow would drive
in two runs to lead the Rattlers
on his two hits.

Isaac Kuykendall, Kooper
Caldwell and Hunter Cox
each had an RBI for MHS.

Cale Humphry (run scored)
and Keith Wilkinson (two
runs scored) each stole a base
for the Rattlers.

Murfreesboro would jump
out to a 1-0 in the top of the
first, which was equaled by
Ouachita in the bottom of the
opening stanza. The game

l‘_“i
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would remained tied until
Murfreesboro plated a pair in
the top of the sixth. The Rat-
tlers would add two runs in
the top of the seventh, and
had Ouachita make the game
interesting in a strong, but
ultimately futile, effort to get
back into the game in the bot-
tom of the final inning.
Hunter Cox would pitch the
majority of the way for MHS
with 6.67 innings while allow-
ing seven hits, three earned
runs, two walks and collecting
five strikeouts.
Carter Gilmer would come
on in relief for the final out.
The following day, March
20, the Rattlers returned home
to host the Foreman Gators.
In another close contest, the

1-855-576-5653
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

UAMS

A: Strep throat is an infection of
the throat and tonsils caused by
the group A Streptococcus
bacteria. Strep throat is a
common condition, resulting in
approximately 5.2 million
outpatient visits in the U.S. each
year, according to the American
Medical Association.

The bacteria that cause strep
throat can be passed easily from
person to person through close
contact. Breathing air containing
droplets of the bacteria, sharing
personal items, or touching items
where droplets land are some
ways the bacteria spreads. Strep
throat is mostly diagnosed in
children between the ages of five
and 15 but can affect all ages.

Symptoms of strep throat
include loss of appetite, chills,
fever, headache, or pain when
swallowing. Complications from
strep throat include the

Dr. Bala Simon is an associate professor in the Department
of Family and Preventive Medicine in the College of Medicine
at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences.

Q: What causes strep throat?

formation of abscesses around
the tonsils, shortness of breath,
ear or sinus infections,
inflammation in the joints, or
rheumatic fever.

Strep throat normally goes away
after about a week to 10 days,
but antibiotics can resolve
symptoms faster and make you
less contagious. Good hygiene
habits such as coughing or
sneezing into a tissue, frequent
hand washing, and not sharing
cups or utensils with those who
are sick can prevent strep throat.
Contact your health care
provider if symptoms persist.

Email your health questions to housecall@uams.edu.

Rattlers would win 2-0.

Murfreesboro would score a
run in the second and fifth.

Alex Bonner had the team’s
only RBI, while Kale Burns
and Wilkinson each score a
run for MHS.

Kuykendall had the team’s
only extra base hit with a
double, and went the distance
for the Rattlers on the mound.
Over seven shutout innings,
he allowed three hits, walked
none and struck out 11.

This week the Rattlers will
be busy during their spring
break holidays, hosting the
Murfreesboro Rattlers Clas-
sic featuring games against
Junction City on Thursday at
5:30 p.m., Taylor on Friday
at 5 p.m. and a rematch with
Ouachita on Saturday at 5:30

p-m.

Chamber discusses need for local event
center, sets date for annual Banquet

MURFREESBORO -- The
Murfreesboro  Chamber of
Commerce discussed the need
for a larger convention center
type facility in the area.

The topic arose not only
through the discussion of the
annual Chamber Banquet but
also when talking about the
Fly Fishing Expo held here for
a number of years.

It was said the attendance
at February’s event held by
the ArkLaTexOma (ALTO) Fly
Tyers at the Murfreesboro Mu-
nicipal Building Community
Room had doubled from 2025
and that “they might outgrow
us and have to find another
location.”

In 2027, the ALTO group
plans to utilize both the Com-
munity Building and the Mur-
freesboro Senior Center across
the street.

The group further discussed
getting a new storage building
to hold their Christmas deco-
rations. Chamber President
Ricky Branch said that a 16x40
building like he thinks is need-
ed would be around $12,000-
$15,000.

The need is growing as
part of their recent storage at
Branch Oil will be no longer
available after the upcoming
sale of the business.

The 2026 Chamber Banquet
entitled “All Trails Lead to Di-
amonds” will be held on April
16 at 6:30 p.m. at the Murfrees-
boro Senior Citizens” Center.

Tickets to the event will be
$25 each.

Becky Flynn, the Deputy Di-
rector of the Office of Outdoor
Recreation for the State of Ar-
kansas, will be the speaker.

The local Farmers’ Market
will start at the end of May,
and it was noted that a dedi-
cated person was still needed
to be in charge of the event set
from 7 a.m. to noon on Satur-
days. The market is held at the
pavilion located behind the
tennis courts at the old city
park.

It was discussed what could
be done to increase attendance
-- both from vendors and cus-
tomers. Flyers will be created
to help attract vendors, with
a small number already hav-
ing reached out to get spe-
cific details. It was considered
that having a monthly or bi-

SMALLADS DO WORK ... YOU JUST READ ONEI
Call (870) 285-2723 to reserve yours in the next edition

Vard Sate/Bake Sale

Friday and Saturday, March 27-28
Delight School Cafeteria

8 a.m.to 6 p.m.both days

Hobby Lobby decor, camo hunting clothes & gloves,
sleeping bag, deer blind, stand harnesses and stand
umbrellas. New and gently used clothes and shoes for
babies,kids, teens and adults. A few antiques and lots
more new and items. All proceeds go toward the
Crossroad Assembly of God building fund

Nashville
office: 870-845-5930
cell: 870-845-7728
Insurance #1264226

Affordable health insurance for Arkansans.
~ individual faily° health * dental
Lisa Chandler, agent
Lisa Chandler Insurance

P &%) Arkansas
Uy @ BlueCross BlueShield

Soliciting agent only. Not authorized to issue policies. Available only to residents in Arkansas.

f he Blue i Assor

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons, No apps. No prescriptions.

Call 855-429-872

to get your 45-day
risk free trial.

Revolutionary technology with touchscreen control.
Hearing modes for any environment.
Multiple models to choose from.

Portable charging case.

48-hour battery life.
UV cleaning.

Background noise
cancellation.

45-day risk free trial.

lr Audien Hearing

Atom X

Volume

L3R

80%

monthly “swap meet/com-
munity yard sale” might help
attract more customers.

While no representative
from the Juneteenth plan-
ning committee attending the

meeting, it was noted that the
Chamber would have access
to funds from the Diamond
Lakes Tourism Association for
advertising the event.

BECKY FLYNN

'PIKE COUNTY S
BY RICK FLOYD

Submitted photo

N

JATCHERS

Watch for falling satellites

It is a reminder every time a significant human-made object
falls from the sky to take a look at what is going on up there.
A 1,400-pound NASA satellite re-entered Earth’s atmosphere on
March 9, and most of it supposedly burned up in the atmosphere.
What pieces did not, fell into the South Pacific. This was one of
two probes sent up to study the Van Allen Radiation Belt, and it
did for 14 years before being decommissioned in 2019. Probe B

is still in orbit.

Currently there are about 11,000 active satellites in low Earth
orbit (LEO) which is defined as 1,200 miles or less above Earth’s
surface, and this number is rapidly increasing thanks to Space-
X’s Starlink satellite constellation project. Plus, there are thou-
sands of inactive satellites and 100,000 plus bits of debris moving
about, many of which are too small to track.

There is growing concern of course about the crowding of the
immediate space around our planet. Scientists are warning of
increased dangers from falling debris to aircraft, and of the dan-
ger of a large solar storm occurring which they estimate would
disable most satellites in about 3 days after the event. Getting
alarmed about this feels a bit like Chicken Little of childhood
stories fearing the sky is falling, but we will soon know, at the
current growth rate, how 100,000 active LEO satellites impact our

lives here on the ground.

Two days this week, March 25 and 26, Solar System inhabit-
ants will mingle in the night sky with a very nice batch of stars.
The first quarter moon (waxing half-moon) will be in the constel-
lation Gemini close to its two brightest stars Castor and Pollux.
Also, part of the show is the planet Jupiter. To see it all, look south
about an hour or two after sunset and then almost straight up.
Looking south also brings into view the constellation Orion fol-
lowed by the dog star, Sirius, in Canis Major. Nearby are the big
V and the Pleiades asterisms in Taurus (the bull).

ATIMER

FUNERAL HOME
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BURIAL INSURANCE » MONUMENTS » PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANS

NASHVILLE Q\:\ MURFREESBORO
(870)845-2233 =/  (870) 285-2194

P.O. Box 298 Nashville, Arkansas 71852
1211 Anthony Ave., Murfreesboro, Arkansas 71958

www.latimerfuneralhome.com
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School board elects officers

Ml | =T 3
MURFREESBORO -- The South Pike County School BN PO Box 16
Board elected officers at its March meeting. Mt s ' H AM B E R o F ' o M M E R' E
Robert Silva and Barbie Baxter will reprise their roles as I

president and vice-president, respectively.

Newly elected member Carrie Tidwell, who was intro-
duced at the beginning of the meeting, was elected sec- z 0 2 6 P E Rs o N o F
retary for the group. Silva was also named the distribu-
tion officer for the board, meaning he would have to sign
checks. I Y
Board members were invited to the Murfreesboro High H E E A R Aw A R D

School prom, which will be held on April 18.

South Pike County Schools Superintendent Tanya o o o )
Wilcher told the board that the school would investigate The Person of the Year Award is given to an individual or organization who has given selflessl
applying for the Arkansas Department of Transportation and worked tirelessly to better the lives of others and the community at large.
trails grant with the idea of asphalting the school’s dirt
track, also creating a walking track for local residents. Ad-
ditionally, they would like to create a trail from the school
to the baseball/softball complex that could be used by the
cross-country team.

Wilcher reminded board members that if they knew of
anyone interested in the vacated Zone 3 board mzmber po- N O M I N AT | O N F O R M
sition that the deadline to apply was April 3. The position
was recently left open following the resignation of Brian
Caldwell in February.

Murfreesboro Elementary School Principal James Riley
told the board that the school was seeing growth on the
ATLAS interim tests by 66.5% of students in grades third-
sixth over 538 tests.

Riley said there were ceremonies to hand out “Growth
Bracelets” to recognize student achievement -- both in pro- Narrative of Support for this Nomination:
gression and those who remained in the 4-5 score catego-
ries.

He also said that three sixth-grade students had been
named finalists in the national Appelley Publishing Poetry
Contest, but that it was still undermined if any of the three
would be in the final published work.

He also proposed to the board, that starting next school
year, he would like to present a teacher and student of the
month to the board.

“Our teachers go way and above beyond, and we have
some amazing students, and I'd like them to recognized by
the board,” said Riley.

In his high school report read by Wilcher, MHS principal
Davey Jones said that ongoing tutoring efforts we show-
ing growth and that the school’s electrical and mechanics
teams finished second in the district competition and will
head to the statewide contest.

Jones also recognized the fact that special education stu-
dents are also demonstrating significant improvement. . . . .

Following an executive o the board accepted the | YOU may mail nominations to: Murfreesboro Chamber of Commerce

hiring committee’s recommendations and will hire David P O Box 166

McKinnon, Griffin Grayson, and Ashley Simmons as high
school teachers for the 2026-27 school year. Murfreesboro AR 71958

The next school board meeting will be held on Thursday, or drop them off at the Mayor’s Office.
April 16 at 6 p.m.

CV-26-16 -- LVNV Funding LLC,, vs. Jennifer CV-26-23 -- AD DF&A, vs. William Church,
P I K E C O U N TY P U B L I C R E C O R D Echols, contract/other, Feb. 18 Register Arkansas Judgment/CV., Feb. 23

CV-26-17 --LVNV Funding LLC., vs. Dalton CV-26-24 -- LVNV Funding LLC., vs. Allison

_OM%WWO%.O_ Smith, debt collection, Feb. 19 McBay, debt collection, Feb. 24
CV-26-18 -- Credit Acceptance Corp, vs. Jon- CV-26-25 -- Portfolio Recovery, vs. Bradon

Name of Nominee:

) . athan Cheek, contract/ other, Feb.19 Laney, debt collection, Feb. 26
DOMESTIC RELATIONS DR-26-15 - Clifton Pate, vs. Cliffton Mon- " y.96.19 .- PCA Acquisitions, vs. David Sir-  CV-26-26 -- LNV Funding LLC,, vs. Marry
DR-26-10 -- OCSE,vs. Justice Hall, support/  tana Pater, order of protection, March 11 mon. debt collection. Feb. 20 Malone. debt collection. March 3
OCSE, Feb.11 DR-26-16 - Mlchelle Nettles, vs. Will Kosters, CV-26-20 -- Carmax Business Services, vs. CV-26-27 - Valente Construction Group, vs.
DR-26-11 -- Karlie Buckley, vs. Thomas Buck-  order of protection, March 16 Thong K. Sei, debt collection, Feb 20

ley, divorce, Feb. 23 DR-26-17 -- Angela Knight, vs. David Knight, CV26-21 - Credit Acceptance Corp.. vs Jeff D O CKET
DR-26-12 - Kyle Lamb, vs. Eugenia Lowery,  divorce, March 18 Cox, contract/ other, Feb. 2% P

paternity, Feb. 24 CIVIL CV-26-22 -- Credit Acceptance Corp., Kylee

DR-26-13 -- Danielle Branch, vs. Lonigan CV-26-14 -- Shelter Mutual Insurance Co., vs. Quast, contract/other, Feb. 20 Cont]_nued On Page 6

Branch, divorce, March 6 Paula Woods, tort/other, Feb. 12
DR-26-14 -- Karlie Buckley, vs. Thomas Buck- CV-26-15 -- Shauna Duggan, name change,
ley, order of protection, March 10 Feb. 17

< s RIDGE> CcCRE
Dear Preacher ~ PEAK PREMIUM PERFU‘RqM.FL\NV[}Ev

By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ Y K‘ |
WHAT DO YOU WANT adultery, sexual immorality, K
TO BE? theft, false witness, slander”

(Matthew 15:19).
Want to fill your or your
children’s hearts with vio-

lence, lying, killing and ap- = - N T
proval of all kinds of sexual 4'BYI_INI]E POWER . ST : ¢
sins? Then waich television FOR THE WHOLE (AR EYNJ - TN FULL-COLOR TFT INSTRUMENTATION

and set your children watch- ]
ing it for hours on end. What « 1,000-LB CAPACITY TILTING CARGO BED, DETACHABLE TAILGATE

goes in affects both what -~ » KAWASAKI STRONG 3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY-

It is a popular saying, “We
are what we eat.” It is more
certainly true, however, “As
a man thinks in his heart, |
so is he.” There is disagree-
ment among translators as to |
whether Proverbs 23:7 says
that, but in any case, it is true.
Jesus says, “For out of the

abundance of the heart, the comes out and what one is.
mouth speaks. The good per- is what spills out when the May each of us fill our WOODY FUTRELL MARINE
son out of his good treasure bucket is ]Olted._What Splus hearts and minds with those SAVE UP TO $4,500* ON SELECT RIDGE CREW/RIDGE XR CREW MODELS
brings forth good, and the evil out of us whep life jolts us is things we learn from God's 1430 Leslie St. » Nashville « 870-845-3122
person out of his evil treasure that with which .Our minds word. God be with you as we KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner's Manual and all on-product warnings. Warning: The RIDGE® side xside can be hazardous to operate. For your safety:
brings forth evil.” (Matthew and hearts are filled. Jesus begin another week in service g SR el s A U e - Ry s sy =] R[]
1234 35) d ”F t f th h t t H. 1 designed, equipped or manufactured for use on public streets, roads or highways. © 2025 Kawasaki Motors Corp., USA. .

* 3 * . ) sat 4 (?r ou o e ear 0 m: *RIDGE® XR CREW HVAC models feature 116 horsepower. RIDGE® CREW HVAC models feature 92 horsepower. This vehicle's HP was measured

Whatever is in a bucket come evil thoughts, murder, . . B e e e o T B e D b o P el 8 o Lo

Paid Advertisement available on RIDGE® CREW models only. Seating capacity varies by each RIDGE® XR CREW trim. RIDGE® CREW

Trinity Missionary o Mol TRV

OVRL SALES EPRESEUTIVE Dol vt s, PO B 076, Gosot, NG 21522

Murfreesboro church
Baptist Church o e A

of Christ
T I T e e e ey 305 5. Second Ave.
Hwy 27 N. Murireesboro RS e e e e L ST o € Sun. Bible Study 9:30 ® Worship 10:20

EAT AND THE WOMAN STANDING UP BEHIND HIMP(LUKE 7:38) WHEN [T

: OSE DAY £ TS!T AT s .
wolriip tam s B e | (SRS sun-eve 6 pm. + Wed. Bible Sy 7 p
* VVed. Bible study rayer eeting 6 p.m. BEHIND THEH, IT BECAVE APPARENT THAT THERE WAG NOERROR ) ARl ; :
*Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m. [ | N T STORY BUT JUST N THE YONG STIDENTS : L Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.
ANCENT PROPLE LOTS OF TGS /) il Bro. Buddv R
Bro. Curtis Abernathy 0D ABOUT N T BBE e 2 = ro. Buddy Ray

ODD OR UNTRUE TO US...

|
To reserve this space for your H
church services or buginess...
Call Christy at
870-285-2723

Attend Church
This Sunday!

HAVESANITEMMYOU DIIKENTO,
SERINCLUDED

+..TODAY, BUT WHEN WE STUDY
ABOUT THEM WITH QUALIFIED
7" TEACHERS, WHO KNOW THEIR"SUBJECTS,
THEN WHAT SEEMED 50 CONFUSING
AND 50 CONTRARY, SUDDENLY

(870) 379-2293 - AN

SAVE THIS FOR YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL SCRAPBOOK |

Bank of Dehgﬁ
ght

503 E. Antioch St. D
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21ST CENTURY SONGS DOWN wW
* -- Theme Related Clue 1. Horse prod CROSS ORD
ACROSS 2. Left, Latm prefix
3. lily
1. Smacks
. 4. Pilaff or plov
6. Marketing pop-ups
. 5. Colloquially
9. Kindred
13. Jeopard 6. Location of altar
-jeopardy 7. Prescott of Dallas Cowboys
14. Dog foot P
8. Swiftie’s idol
15. Threefold . .
9. Geometric calculation
16. Throat dangler
. 10. the Can
17. Mogul rider by s : p
. 11. *Ariana Grande: “’Cause 'm so you
18. Right-hand page )
. o . 12. Glowing gas
19. *Lady Gaga: “You and me could write a . 68
bad p 15. Trephination tool
21 *Missy Elliott: “Get Ur " . 20;/ Maroon 5: “The that controlled my
— mind

23. Exclamation of disgust
24. At the apex
25. PErignon of champagne fame

22. Actor Lowe
24. Sheriff of Nottingham’s collection con-

tainer
28. Two-masted vessel 25, Raise doubts
30. Cast out
26. Suppose

35. Larger-than-life

37. Electrical resistance units
39. Star bursts

40. Silicate mineral

41. Alexander, for short
43.___ of the valley

27. #40 Across, pl.
29. *Pink: “So ____ ? I'm still a rock star”
31. Long-lasting Steelers coach
32. Brown and such
33. Topical remedy

44. Sushi option 34. *OutKast: “ 1
46. Alpine Eft 36. “The Killers: “Comin’ outof my __ "
i 38. Food fish

47. Impose a tax
48. Forward and email, e.g.
50. Made in Vegas

42. Eagerness
45. Stir up violence
49. Knotts or McLean

52. Siren’s domain

53. Cajole

55. *Drake: “Ineed a ____ dance”

57.*Adele: “We could’'ve had itall
deep”

61. *Olivia Rodrigo: “Igotmy ___..."

65. Earliest stage of sickness

66. Ribonucleic acid, acr.

68. Tipi, alt. sp.

69. Drugstore shampoo brand

70. Many, many moons

71. Witchy woman

72. ____ Spumante

73. Ovine mom

74. Chinese green tea

51. Mole

inthe
58. Blame

64. “As

54. Come to terms
56. Each and all
57. Parks of Civil Rights fame

59. Law school prerequisite, acr.
60. Denim innovator

61. Copenhagen native

62. “lliad,” e.g.

63. Nevada city

___onTV”

67. *Gotye: “____you're just somebody that I
used to know”

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

Off First Month
of New Service!
LSE PRC JE: GZ590

888-804-0913

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc, For promo detalls please call 888-804-0913

© StatePoint Media
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‘America Saves Week’ encourages Arkansans to focus on financial stability

America Saves Week will be observed April 6-10, 2026, con-
tinuing a national movement that has helped individuals and
families strengthen their financial habits since 2007. America
Saves Week is both a celebration and a call to action, encourag-
ing everyday Americans to commit to saving successfully and to
take meaningful steps toward financial security.

Through the support of thousands of participating organi-
zations nationwide, America Saves Week promotes a financial
check-in that allows individuals to gain a clearer picture of their
finances, set realistic savings goals, and develop a plan to reach
them. The week offers encouragement, education, and practical
tools to help participants build confidence and control over their
financial future.

Each day of America Saves Week focuses on a specific theme
designed to guide individuals through important aspects of fi-
nancial wellness:

* Monday, April 6 - Building a Strong Foundation, emphasiz-
ing budgeting and establishing healthy money habits

* Tuesday, April 7 — Expect the Unexpected, highlighting the
importance of emergency savings

* Wednesday, April 8 - Dream Big, Plan with Purpose, focus-
ing on setting and planning for financial goals

¢ Thursday, April 9 - Rewrite the Debt Narrative, encouraging
smart strategies for managing and reducing debt

e Friday, April 10 - Your Story, Your Future, helping partici-
pants reflect on progress and plan ahead

America Saves Week gives participants the opportunity to fo-
cus on their financial health and mindset over six days while
receiving national and local support, access to new resources,
and motivation to take positive financial steps.

In Arkansas, America Saves is supported by the Cooperative
Extension Service in partnership with the Consumer Federation

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Call Rebecca McGraw at (501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

End your tax worries today.
Let us make your tax problem
our priority. Scared, stuck with
high tax amounts? Our A+ tax
professionals can help. Call
for a FREE consultation. Cal
Priority Tax now 1- B877-961-
6859

Audien Hearing. The world’s
first  hearing aid  with
touchscreen controls. No tiny
buttens, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free
shipping Lifetime  support.
More than 1.5 million happy
customers. Call Audien 1-855-
429-8720

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
I8! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer
1-833-423-2673

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature uniimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-844
868-3831

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-
210-6510  www.dental50plus
com/arpress #6258

Prepare for power ou |tages
with  Briggs &  Stratton®
PowerProtect{TM) standby
generators - the most pnwe’fu\
home  standby  generators
available Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty - 7
years (5849 value) Proudly
made in the U.S A, Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-855-554-0140.

We Buy Vintage Guitars!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone Guild Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg.  And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6613

DIRECTV- All your
entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-855-400-3297

Week of March 23, 2026

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed!  LeafFiter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and ifetme  fransferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-
977-9614 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an addiional 10% off
Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months!  Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts  available
Call: 1-833-757-21%4

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
318-0588 today to schedule
a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move

Get a break on your taxes
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025
Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-866-587-0119 today!

Olshan Foundation Solutions.
Your trusted foundation repair
experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing. Water
management and more. Free
evaluation. Limited time up to
$250 off foundation repar. Call
Olshan 1-833-436-1947

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:
A small amount of water can
lead to major damage to your
home. Our trusted professionals
dry out the wet area and do
repairs to protect your family and
your home's value! If you have
water in your home that needs
to be dried, call 24/7: 1-833-887-
1280. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-497
7510

Donate your car, truck, boat
RV and mere to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE wvehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-877-
313-1586 today!

SERVICES

JJATIORNEY
SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY BENEFITS.
Unable to work?
Denied benefits?
We Can Help!

WIN or Pay Nothing!
Randolph Baltz

Former SSA Attorney
Office: (501)374-6800

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss
Any condition. Easy three step
process. Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-866-613-1845

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting
material — steel from Erie Meta
Roofs! Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer + up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install (for
military, health waorkers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Meta
Roofs: 1-866-861-2447

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE!
Reduce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting the
coverage you need! Call now for
a competitive free quote. 1-833-
879-1438. Plus... Income based
government  subsidies  are
available for those that qualify!

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands  behind  their  work.
Fast, free estimate. Financing
avallable Call 1-833-889-0049
Have zip code of property ready
when calling!
YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care for a
health condition that prevents
you from working far a year or
mere. Call now! 1-833-641-6953

of America. The effort encourages Arkansans to commit to them-
selves—and to one another—to make sound financial decisions,
including saving more money and paying down debt.

Laura Hendrix, Assistant Professor of Family and Consumer
Science for the University of Arkansas System Division of Ag-
riculture, said the program is designed to help Arkansans im-
prove financial behaviors by exposing them to information that
may be new or unfamiliar.

“We know that learning something new about personal fi-
nance helps consumers move forward in achieving financial
goals,” Hendrix said.

The Division of Agriculture offers many free online resourc-
es for Arkansans interested in participating in America Saves
Week. Individuals can begin by visiting www.uaex.uada.edu/
money to take the America Saves pledge and sign up for email
or text reminders to help them stay committed to their savings
goals. Free online courses on saving and other financial topics
are available at learn.uada.edu, along with a Virtual Financial
Fair that provides trusted financial information and guidance.

Many people become focused on day-to-day expenses and fail
to plan for the future. While this may not cause immediate prob-
lems, savings and investments become critical when preparing
for major life events such as buying a home, paying for educa-
tion, or planning for retirement.

Saving is a cornerstone of financial security. Most personal fi-
nance experts recommend maintaining an emergency savings
fund equal to three to six months of income. For those just begin-
ning, a $1,000 emergency fund is a strong starting point. Having
savings available can help individuals avoid relying on credit
during unexpected situations. Tools such as direct deposit can
make saving easier and more consistent.

After establishing an emergency fund, individuals are encour-
aged to focus on retirement savings by fully funding employ-
er-sponsored retirement plans and/or individual retirement
accounts (IRAs). Saving for future goals—such as a vehicle, ed-
ucation, homeownership, or travel—is also an important step.
While goals vary from person to person, thoughtful planning
helps turn dreams into achievable outcomes.

Investing is another key strategy for long-term financial
growth. Investing allows money to grow over time and helps
individuals build resources to support future goals. Two impor-
tant concepts to understand are risk and return. Risk refers to the
chance that invested money could be lost, while return reflects
the potential earnings. Typically, higher risk is associated with

LETTER TO EDITOR POLICY

All letters to the editor must be signed, along with a
phone number (that will not be published) provided for
confirmation purposes. The Murfreesboro Diamond

reserves the right to edit letters for length and clarity.
Letters must not be libelous or contain any profanities.

Send Letters to PO. Box 550 # Murfreesboro, AR 71958
or e-mail to mdiamond.editor@windstream.net
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ALL TYPES OF MINI STORAGE in Murfrees-

boro. 870-845-6304. (gs:4-tf)
ROOFING
We are insured!
Quality work,
Free Estimates »S @RK

In Business Since 1992!
Greg (870) 356-8934

the potential for higher returns. Consumers are encouraged to
carefully evaluate all investment opportunities and remain alert
to fraud and scams.

America Saves Week provides Arkansans with a timely re-
minder to pause, reflect, and take action. By participating, in-
dividuals and families can strengthen financial habits, access
reliable resources, and move toward greater financial stability.

For more information, contact your local county Extension of-
fice. In Pike County, call (870) 285-2161.

This week’s recipe is a homemade taco seasoning mix. Mak-
ing your own instead of purchasing taco seasoning can save you
money and, because store-bought taco seasoning typically in-
cludes sugar and fillers, it can be a healthier choice. Enjoy!

Recipe of the Week: Golden Taco Seasoning

Ingredients:

6 Tablespoons chili powder

3 Tablespoons smoked paprika

3 Tablespoons ground cumin

3 Tablespoons salt

3 Tablespoons ground black pepper

1% Tablespoons garlic powder

1 Tablespoon ground turmeric

Directions: Combine all the ingredients in an airtight contain-
er and shake it up. Use 2 tablespoons for every pound of ground
beef when making tacos.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
—OOOOOROOOOOOOOOOON0—

ONGOING -- The public is invited to drop by the Pike Coun-
ty Extension Office and get some Texas Roadhouse Rolls. The
rolls have been cut in price to $4 a dozen and $2 for container
of cinnamon butter. Call the office at (870) 285-2161 for more
information.

MILLWOOD CORPORATION
BUYEn oF TiMBER & TIMBERLAND
Matt Tollett (870) 703-6939

Jason Porter (870) 703-1039
Johnny Porter (870) 703-1628
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Murfreesboro Diamond

PUBLIC

REVISED BUDGET FOR 2025: CITY OF DAISY

GENERAL FUND BUDGET
BEGINNING BALANCE: $12,304.45
INCOME:

CHAMBERS BANK (INTEREST) 13.65
STATE OF ARKANSAS ACT

370/62 & ACT 168/140 450.53
STATE OF ARKANSAS

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF 87.72
STATE OF ARKANSAS SALES

AND USE TAX 6,236.99
STATE OF ARKANSAS BUDGET
STABILIZATION TRUST 154.29
PIKE COUNTY GENERAL

& ROAD TAX 9,852.75
FIRE DEPARTMENT

SECRETARY FEE 1,200.00
CITY CD 24,666.36
TOTAL INCOME: 42,662.29
GENERAL AND OPERATIONAL

EXPENSES:

LISA COGBURN 2,400.00
MISSY JONES 2,800.00
BECKY FRAZIER 2,000.00
BOYD CONTRACTING 4,725.00
UPPER SW LANDFILL 1,126.08
ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

PROPERTY INSURANCE 1,414.85
ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

VEHICLE INSURANCE 1,465.70
ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

AML MLDP SERVICE

ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL

LEAGUE WORKMAN'S COMP

SOUTH CENTRAL ELECTRIC 1,615.34
SOUTH CENTRAL CONNECT 540.00
PARK CLEAN UP & MOWING 5,400.00
2024 TAX FORMS 30.00
JOHN PLYLERS 149.60
ROWE CAFS LLC 1,742.95
WALMART 194.29
NASHVILLE LEADER ADS 101.60
US POSTAL SERVICE 193.00
RJR (PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT)  22,500.00
ROAD REPAIR (OAK LANE) 10,100.00
TOTAL GENERAL AND

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 58,352.70
ENDING BALANCE 3,385.89
PAYROLL TAXES WITHHELD

NOTICE

TOTAL LIABILITES
REVISED BUDGET FOR 2025: CITY OF DAISY
FIRE DEPARTMENT BUDGET
BEGINNING BALANCE: 5,317.35
INCOME:
FIRE DUES 5,260.00
STATE OF ARKANSAS ACT-833 3,572.70
TOTAL 8,712.70
GENERAL AND OPERATIONAL
EXPENSES:
SOUTH CENTRAL
ELECTRIC COMPANY 2,326.57
NORTH PIKE COUNTY WATER 220.08
TRANSFER TO GENERAL FUND
FOR SECRETARY 1,200.00
KIRBY KWICK STOP 88.60
JOHN PLYLER 200.00
FIRE CALLS 275.00
BYPASS 233.50
AWI 45.21
MOWING 500.00
LARRY PUMP STATION 200.00
GLENWOOD AUTO PARTS
PIKE COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS DUES
FIRE DEPARTMENT OPERATION
EXPENSES 5,288.96
TOTAL ENDING BALANCE 12,136.44
REVISED BUDGET FOR 2025: CITY OF DAISY
STREET FUND

BEGINNING BALANCE: 3,454.56
INCOME:
STATE OF ARKANSAS HWY 80.42
STATE OF ARKANSAS FUEL TAX 381.55
STATE OF ARKANSAS 4 LANE HWY 4,465.14
STATE OF ARKANSAS REGISTRATION  20.46
TOTAL 4,947 57
EXPENSES:
SOUTH CENTRAL ELECTRIC 559.68
MOWING (PAYING FROM GENERAL FUND)
TOTAL GENERAL AND
OPERATING EXPENSES: 4,335.65
TOTAL 4,895.33
ENDING BALANCE: -52.14
TOTAL ENDING BALANCE: 3,402.42
This publication was paid for by the City of Daisy. The
amount paid for this publication is $148.95

(c.0.d. 38)

BUDGET FOR 2026: CITY OF DAISY
GENERAL FUND BUDGET

BEGINNING BALANCE: $12,304.45
INCOME:
CHAMBERS BANK (INTEREST) 13.65
STATE OF ARKANSAS ACT 370/62
& ACT 168/140 450.53
STATE OF ARKANSAS PROPERTY
TAX RELIEF 87.72
STATE OF ARKANSAS SALES A
ND USE TAX 6,236.99
STATE OF ARKANSAS BUDGET
STABILIZATION TRUST 154.29
PIKE COUNTY GENERAL
& ROAD TAX 9,852.75
FIRE DEPARTMENT
SECRETARY FEE 1,200.00
TOTAL INCOME: 42,662.29
GENERAL AND OPERATIONAL EXPENSES:
LISA COGBURN 2,400.00
BECKY FRAZIER 4,800.00
BOYD CONTRACTING 8,100.00
UPPER SW LANDFILL 1,126..08
ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
PROPERTY INSURANCE 1,414.85
ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
VEHICLE INSURANCE 1,465.70
ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
AML MLDP SERVICE
ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
WORKMAN'S COMP
SOUTH CENTRAL ELECTRIC 1,615.34
SOUTH CENTRAL CONNECT 540.00
PARK CLEAN UP & MOWING 5,400.00
2025 TAX FORMS 30.00
JOHN PLYLERS 149.60
WALMART 194.29
NASHVILLE LEADER ADS 101.60
US POSTAL SERVICE 193.00
REPAYMENT TO STREET FUNDS
(42,731) 3,000.00
TOTAL GENERAL AND OPERATIONAL
EXPENSES
ENDING BALANCE
PAYROLL TAXES WITHHELD
TOTAL LIABILITES

REVENUE:
FIRE DUES 8,000.00
CHAMBERS INTEREST 15.00
STATE OF ARKANSAS-ACT 833 4,000.00
TOTAL REVENUE. 12,015.00
EXPENSES:
WATER 500.00
SOUTH CENTRAL ELECTRIC 2,000.00
DAISY GENERAL FUND 1,200.00
PLYLERS HOME CENTER 2,000.00
FUEL 1,000.00
ADVERTISEMENT 100.00
MOWING 500.00
MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT
TRUCK REPAIRS 1,000.00
POSTAGE 50.00
REYNOLDS RADIO 300.00
FIREMAN CALLS 500.00
PIKE COUNTY FIRE CHIEF 362.00
AWI 300.00
WORKERS COMP 340.00
LIFE INSURANCE 25.00
LARRY PUMP SERVICE 200.00
BATES 500.00
TOTAL EXPENSES 10,877.00
BUDGET FOR 2026: CITY OF DAISY
STREET FUND
BEGINNING BALANCE: 3,454.56
INCOME:
STATE OF ARKANSAS HWY 80.42
STATE OF ARKANSAS FUEL TAX 381.55
STATE OF ARKANSAS 4 LANE HWY 4,465.14
STATE OF ARKANSAS REGISTRATION 20.46
TOTAL 4,947.57
EXPENSES:
SOUTH CENTRAL ELECTRIC 559.68
MOWING (PAYING FROM GENERAL FUND)
TOTAL GENERAL AND OPERATING
EXPENSES: 4,335.65
TOTAL: 4,895.33
ENDING BALANCE: -52.14
TOTAL ENDING BALANCE: 3,402.42
This publication was paid for by the City of Daisy. The
amount paid for this publication is $136.80

(c.o.d. 38)

DOCKET Continued from Page 4

Corey and Hailey Dean, contract -other, March
3

CV-26-28 -- Velocity Investments LLC., vs.
Jody Allmon, debt collection, March 5

CV-26-29 -- Velocity Investments LLC., vs.
Jody Allmon, debt collection, March 6

CV-26-30 -- Capital One, vs. Holly Hall, con-
tract/ other, March 6

CV-26-31 -- Fu Peng and Liu Zhyuan, vs.
Sandra Tidwell, ET AL, landlord/tenant un-
lawful detain, March 10

CV-26-32 -- Citibank, vs. Dena Burtness, debt

collection, March 13

CV-26-33 --Credit Acceptance Corp, vs. Char-
ity Lawson, contract/other, March 17

MARRIAGE LICENSES

Trevear Scott Gulley 64, Nashville; Quonya
Lynette Coulter, 65, Nashville, Feb. 23

Chris Nicolas Hernandez, 27, Glenwood;
Alexis June Rose Lynch 26, Glenwood, March 6

Jerry Scott Weems, 42, Chickasha, OK.,; An-
nick Jeanne Bellemain, 63, Chickasha, OK.,
March 19

Tyler Wade Hill, 30, Delight; Kaitlyn Nicole
Breshears, 30, Delight, March 23

Submitted photo/KIRA STATEN

HEADED TO NATIONALS ... The Murfreesboro High School winter guard held a bake sale last
week at Diamond Bank to raise funds in advance of their trip to the national competition this week.

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
EMOGENE COTHREN, DECEASED NO. 55PR-26-24
NOTICE

Last known address of decedent: 2038 Nathan Road, Nashville, AR 71852
Date of death: January 14, 2016
On March 19, 2026, an Affidavit for Collection of Small Estate by a distributee was
filed with respect to the Estate of Emogene Cothren, deceased, with the Clerk of the Probate
Division of the Circuit Court of Pike County, Arkansas, under Ark. Code Ann. §28-41-101.
The legal description of the real properties listed in the Affidavit are as follows:

Tract 1:

A part of the NE-1/4 of the SE-1/4 and part of the SE-1/4 of the SE-1/4 of Section 10, Town-
ship 07 South, Range 26 West, Pike County, Arkansas and being more particularly described
as follows: Commence at a %" rod found for the NW corner of the NE-1/4 of the SE-1/4 of
Section 10, Township 07 South, Range 26 West and run thence S 2 degrees 39" 34” W 980.19
feet along the Westerly boundary of the NE-1/4 of the SE-1/4 to a RR spike found in the
centerline of County Road No. 241, this point being the POINT OF BEGINNING, leaving
the forty line run along the County Road centerline the following courses; run thence N
89 degrees 47’ 50” E 167.31 feet to a point, run thence S 85 degrees 47 31” E 230.63 feet to a
point, run thence N 88 degrees 4’ 53” E 90.74 feet to a point, run thence N 79 degrees 21’ 58”
E 181.69 feet to a RR spike found, leaving the County Road run thence S 2 degrees 36’ 29” W
1450.34 feet to a RR spike found in the centerline of County Road No. 630, thence along the
said centerline of County Road No. 630 the following courses; run thence S 67 degrees 36" 43”
W 207.36 feet to a point, run thence S 75 degrees 51" 03” W 115.35 feet to a point, run thence
S 87 degrees 17 56” W 122.01 feet to a point, run thence N 85 degrees 02’ 06” W 246.74 feet
to a RR spike set, this point also being located on the Westerly boundary of the SE-1/4 of the
SE-1/4 of Section 10, leaving the County Road run thence N 2 degrees 39’ 45” E 1521.82 feet
along the Westerly boundary of the E-1/2 of the SE-1/4 of Section 10 back to the POINT OF
BEGINNING, containing 23.089 acres, more or less.

SUBJECT: to any valid right of ways and / or easements. Subject to all 0il, gas and other min-
erals of every kind and character, particularly, any and all reservations and / or conveyances.

Tract 2:

A part of the NE-1/4 of the SE-1/4 and part of the SE-1/4 of the SE-1/4 of Section 10, Town-
ship 07 South, Range 26 West, Pike County, Arkansas and being more particularly described
as follows: Commence at a brass disk with rock collar found for the NE corner of the NE-1/4
of the SE-1/4 of Section 10, Township 07 South, Range 26 West and run thence S 2 degrees 33’
28” W 742.78 feet along the Easterly boundary of Section 10 to a RR spike found in the cen-
terline of County Road #241, this point being the POINT OF BEGINNING, continue thence S
2 degrees 33" 29” W 823.85 feet also along the said Section line to a %" rod set; run thence N
87 degrees 40" 48” W 665.49 feet to a 14" rod set; run thence N 2 degrees 36" 29” E 629.21 feet
to a RR spike found in the centerline of County Road #241; run thence N 79 degrees 21" 58”
E 61.68 feet along the above said County Road centerline to a point; run thence N 74 degrees
56" 00” E 367.94 feet along the centerline of County Road #241 to a point; run thence N 76
degrees 45’ 33" E 264.19 feet also along the said County Road centerline back to the POINT
OF BEGINNING, containing 11.101 acres, more or less.

SUBJECT: to any valid right of ways and / or easements. Subject to all oil, gas and other min-
erals of every kind and character, particularly, any and all reservations and /or conveyances.

All persons having claims against the estate must exhibit them, duly verified, to the dis-
tributee or his attorney within three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this
notice, or they shall be forever barred and precluded from any benefit in the estate. Provided,
claims for injury or death caused by negligence of the decedent shall be filed within six (6)
months from the date of the first publication of the Notice, or they shall be forever barred and
precluded from any benefit in such estate.

This notice first published this 25 day of March, 2026.

Emogene Cothren, Distributee

Victor Martin, ABN 2018116

Attorney at Law

420 N. Main, Suite One -P. O. Box 922
Nashville, AR 71852 -(870) 845-5256 phone

BY:

(v.m., 876w. 38,39)

This notice is prepared by the County Election
Commission to inform the public that the 2026 PREF-
ERENTIAL PRIMARY RUNOFF will be held on
MARCH 31, 2026. The notice also provides the pub-
lic information regarding this election as required by
law:

EARLY VOTING DATES & TIMES:
o Tuesday-Friday, March 24-27, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
¢ Monday, March 30, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Location of Poll, Address, Ballots Assigned to Poll:

¢ Pike County Clerk’s Office, 112 N Washington,
Suite A Murfreesboro, AR, Vote Center/ All Ballots

¢ Bainum Learning Center, 128 E Broadway, Glen-
wood, AR, Vote Center/ All Ballots

ELECTION DAY VOTING:

ELECTION DATE: March 31, 2026

HOURS: 7:30 a.m.~7:30 p.m.

Location of Poll, Address, Ballots Assigned to Poll:

¢ Bainum Learning Center, 128 E Broadway, Glen-
wood, AR, Vote Center/All Ballots

¢ Bethlehem Baptist Center, 2589 Hwy 27 N, Kirby,
AR, Vote Center/All Ballots

¢ Delight Cafeteria, 623 Webb St, Delight, AR, Vote
Center/All Ballots

* Murfreesboro Municipal Building, 204 E Main,

Murfreesboro, AR, Vote Center/ All Ballots

ABSENTEE VOTING:

To request an absentee ballot, or to see if you are
qualified to vote absentee, contact the County Clerk’s
office using the information below:

112 N WASHINGTON, SUITE A, MURFREES-
BORO, AR

(870) 285-2743

OFFICE HOURS: M-F 8 A.M. TO 4:30 PM.

BALLOT CANVASSING AND COUNTING:

All processes listed below will be conducted at the
PIKE COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE located at 112 N
WASHINGTON, SUITE A, MURFREESBORO, AR.
The dates and times are provided below:

Activity, Date, Time:

¢ Canvassing and Counting of Absentee Ballots,
March 31, 1:00 p.m. to Completion

¢ Compiling & Publishing Unofficial Election Re-
sults, March 31, 7:30 p.m. to Completion

¢ Counting of Election Day Ballots, March 31, 8:00
p.m. to Completion

¢ Initial Duplication of Ballots, April 1, 9:00 a.m.
to Completion

¢ Initial Review of Provisional Ballots, April 1, 11
a.m. to Completion

NOTICE OF ELECTION

* Provisional Ballot Hearings, April 6, 11:00 a.m-
12:00 p.m.
¢ Final Review and Counting of Provisional Bal-

within 10 days of March 16.
REPUBLICAN PRIMARY RUNOFF

lots, April 6, 1:00 p.m. to Completion gﬁ;ﬁ?ﬂmﬁfﬂs& tsa: te

¢ Recount (IF NEEDED), April 8, 10:00 a.m. to Bryan 1\% s
Completion .

¢ Post Election Audit, April 9, 9:00 a.m. to Comple- Senator Kim Hammer
tion

CROSSOVER VOTING IS A CRIME! it is a mis-
demeanor, punishable by up to one year incarcera-
tion and a fine of up to $2,500, for a person to vote

¢ Canvassing and Counting of UOCAVA Absentee
Ballots (IF NEEDED), April 10, 1:00 p.m. to Comple-

tion . e £
P . : ) in the preferential primary of one political party and
to éoﬁzrtlﬁfgson of the Election, April 10, 1:00 p.m. the general primary (runoff) of another. [A.C.A. §7-1-
b 10319, )]
ELECTION OFFICIALS: Eligible voters are those who voted a republican

Election Officials appointed to conduct early vot-
ing, election day voting, and all other required duties
will be posted for public viewing in the Pike County
Clerk’s Office, on March 16, 2026 and remain posted
for not less than 10 days. An objection must be filed
with the County Clerk in writing prior to the follow-
ing deadlines. An objection that an official is a spouse
of a county election commissioner, a county party
chair, or a spouse of a county party chair must be filed
within 7 days of March 16.  An objection that an offi-
cial is married to a candidate or related to a candidate
within two degrees of blood relations must be filed

ballot, a non-partisan ballot, or those who did not
vote in the primary election.

VIEWING YOUR BALLOT PRIOR TO VOTING:
Any voter may look up his or her sample ballot
on the Secretary of State’s website at: https:/ /www.
voterview.ar-nova.org/voterview.  Ballots will be
available no later than 20 days prior to the election.
Sample ballots will also be available at the polling site.
This publication was paid for by the Pike County Clerk's Office, the

amount for this publication is $282.15.
(PCC: 36 & 38, 627w)
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