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OPINION [4A
Love your
neighbor
and get your
vaccination.

Soup kitchen
to be offered
Wednesday

at MS church

The Mineral Springs
Church of Christ soup
kitchen will be open
Wednesday, Jan. 28,
from 2-5 p.m., weather
permitting.

The menu includes
hot dogs, chips and
cookies.

The church is located
at 318 Bridgeman Drive
in Mineral Springs.

Individuals should
check for weather up-
dates.
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SOUP KITCHEN

MINERAL NOS CHURCH OF Cr
318 BRIDGER DRIVE, MINERAL SPRINGS
January 28 -2 PM-5 PM

#Jﬁ"p_,.,n.yuom ailable! X
25 N

RE INFORMATION

Soccer team
fund-raiser
set Feb. 12

The Scrapperette
soccer team will hold a
Valentine’s fund-raiser
Thursday, Feb. 12, at
the First Baptist Church
Family Activities Build-
ing from 12 noon until 3
p.m. or until sold out.

Heart-shaped al-
pastor taco trays with 10
tacos will be available
for $20 and must be
pre-ordered by Jan. 30.

Three al-pastor tacos
with rice will be $12 with
no need to pre-order.

Desserts include
brownie, $2; three cook-
ies for $2; fresas con
cremo, $3; fruit salad,
$3; and three chocolate
strawberries, $5.

Drinks will be sold for
$1 each. They include
Coke, Sprite, Dr Pepper
and water. They will be
available at pick-up.

Cash, checks or
online payments will be
accepted.

For more information,
contact Coach Clarissa
Brizo at Nashville High
School or email clarissa.
brizo@nashvillesd.com

SWA Paws
dinner to be
on March 28

SWA PAWS will hold
a fund-raiser dinner
Saturday, March 28, at 6
p.m. at Midtown Social
in Nashville. The meal
will be served by celeb-
rity waiters.

More details will be
announced.
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Winter weather pays a visit
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News-Leader photo/ASHLEY STARR-THOMPSON
SNOW DAY. Luci Kate Thompson, Eleanor Thompson and Alexa
Copeland have fun on a frozen hillside in Nashville Sunday, Jan.
25. Winter weather moved in Friday night, Jan. 23, and continued
into Sunday morning.
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News-Leader photo/EMILY ALEXANDER-GAINES

BUNDLED UP. Jaxon Gaines and his sister Rylee Gaines are
dressed for a cold Saturday morning, Jan. 24, at their home near
Lake Hamilton High School where mom Emily, a former Nashville

resident, teaches.
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SNOW REMOVAL. City workers remove a wintry mix of freezing rain, sleet and snow from North Main Street in Nashville Monday after-
noon, Jan. 26. Schools, businesses and industries were closed earlier this week because of the weather.

‘Wet-dry’ petition effort continues in county

There are 26 businesses in How-  delivered to the County Clerk’s
ard County, along with seven office is May 5, according to can-
canvassers where registered vot- vasser Jessica Harris Delozier.
ers may sign the petition for a Locations include:

proposed ‘wet-dry’ election for Nashville
the county. Smoker Friendly Drive-Thru
The deadline for petitions to be Nashville Truck Plaza

Topiary at Springhill Farm
Poblanos Mexican Restaurant
Futrell Marine

Center Point Store

Los Agaves of Nashville
Smith Tax Service

Flex Gym

La Villa Mexican Restaurant

10 Minute Lube

Brazil’s Detailing & Window
Tinting

EZ-Mart

See Petition < Page 5
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STATE RECOGNITION. Nashville High School and Nashville Ju-
nior High have received recognition from the University of Arkansas
Office for Education Policy after state testing. Superintendent Doug
Graham (center) presented OEP certificates to NHS Principal Ash-
ley Riggs (left) and NJHS Principal Hannah Topor.

UA office recognizes
schools for test gains

By John R. Schirmer

News-Leader staff

Two Nashville School District
campuses have been recognized
by the University of Arkansas Of-
fice for Education Policy for their
results on the state’s spring 2025
ATLAS testing, Superintendent
Doug Graham told the school
board Tuesday, Jan. 20.

Nashville Junior High received
the following awards from OEP:
Best Growth English/Language
Arts, Best Growth Math, Beating
the Odds Math, Beating the Odds
ELA.

Nashville High School was rec-
ognized for Best Growth Math and
Beating the Odds Math.

NJHS Principal Hannah Topor
and NHS Principal Ashley Riggs
received their campuses’ certifi-
cates from OEP.

Graham said the office doesn’t
always send out the awards to-
gether. “Thope other campuses will
be recognized in due time,” he told

the board.

Last week’s meeting included a
lengthy agenda.

After a 26-minute executive ses-
sion, the board voted 5-0 to extend
Graham’s contract through the
2028-29 academic year.

Arkansas schools consider su-
perintendents’ contracts in January
each year, with other administra-
tors, faculty and staff re-employed
in later board meetings.

In other business, Primary Prin-
cipal Nathan Evans discussed
ways to improve third graders’
test scores.

“We want to do what we can to
get third graders on grade level be-
fore fourth grade. Last year, we saw
growth, with 39 percent on level.
But our students deserve better;
our teachers deserve better. We're
going to do better,” Evans said.

Primary teachers are looking at
ways to make adjustments now

See School « Page 5
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Obituaries

Susan Virginia
Schaal Hartness

Susan Virginia Schaal
Hartness, age 79 of Mineral
Springs, Ark., passed away
on Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2026,
in Texarkana. She was born
Sept. 4, 1946, in Little Rock,
Ark., the daughter of the late
Oma and Russell Widmer.

Mrs. Hartness was a
member of Central Bap-
tist Church in Mineral
Springs. During her career
she was a school teacher,
teaching at Mineral Springs,
Nashville, Siloam Springs,
and De Queen Public
Schools. But more impor-
tantly she was a dedicated
and loving mother, wife,
sister, and grandmother.

In addition to her parents,
she was preceded in death
by her first husband, Jerry
Schaal, and her brother Al-
bert Widmer.

Survivors include her
husband, Larry Hartness;
two sons Henry Schaal,
George Schaal and wife
Christine; one daughter

Mary Schaal; one sister Cath-
erine Price; two grandsons
Wilson and Lincoln; as well
as her stepchildren Mark,
Jane, and Loria and their
children Emma, Anna, Tyler,
Regan, and Aurora.

Visitation was Thursday,
Jan. 22, at Central Baptist
Church in Mineral Springs,

Funeral services were at
2:00 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 22,
at Central Baptist Church
in Mineral Springs with
Bro. Ben Jones officiating;
burial followed in Mineral
Springs Cemetery under the
direction of Latimer Funeral
Home in Nashville.

You may send an online
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com.

Charlene Sharp
Charlene Sharp, 80, of

Nashville, Ark., passed away
on Monday, Jan. 26, 2026, in
Nashville, Ark. She was born
June 30, 1945, in Washington
state, the daughter of the late
Herbert U. and Thelma O.
Pate Ferguson.

Mrs. Sharp was a member

of Ridgeway Baptist Church
in Nashville. During her
career she worked on the ser-
vice crew at the Briar Plant.

In addition to her parents,
she was preceded in death
by her husband, James Rudy
Sharp; one brother, Ray Fer-
guson; two sisters, Shirley
Crow and Almeta Shaw.

Survivors include: one
daughter, Sherri Marshall of
Nashville, Ark.; two grand-
children Ashley Ewing and
husband Brad of Nashville,
Ark.; Josh Marshall and wife
Heidi of Hope, Ark.; five
great grandchildren, Gar-
rett Ewing, Carter Ewing,
McKenna Marshall, Maddie
Ewing, Lyla Rae Marshall
and Isaac James Marshall; as
well as a number of nieces,
nephews, and friends.

Graveside services will
be at 2 p.m., Thursday, Jan.
29, at Corinth Cemetery,
with Bro. Alan Cook offici-
ating, under the direction
of Latimer Funeral Home in
Nashville.

Pallbearers will be David
Crow, Casey Crow, Jerry Ray
Ferguson, Nicholas Cook,
Carter Ewing, and John
Hupp.

You may send an online
sympathy message at lat-
imerfuneralhome.com.

Charley W. Hill
Charley W. Hill, 75, of

Hope, Ark., died Dec. 21,
2025, in Missouri. Burial
will be in Sunset Gardens
Cemetery in Nashville.

Cross Point Cowboy Church
‘ladies’ event scheduled Feb. 6

Cross Point Cowboy Church will host a
‘ladies night out’ on Friday, Feb. 6, with a
humorous and inspirational talk by Tammy

Whitehurst.

The event will begin at 6 p.m. at the
church located west of Nashville on Hwy.

371.

Grace Country Church in Lockesburg
will host a Ladies Gathering “Through the

Fire” on Saturday, Feb. 7.

Admission is $20 and may be paid at
the door by cash, check or credit card. The
event will be from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m., and
will include door prizes and auction items.
Breakfast and lunch are included.

The event will include a meal, music and
fellowship. Admission is $10 at the door,
and reservations are requested. A‘QR Code’

for reservations is included in the church

advertisement elsewhere in this issue of the
newspaper. The theme is “Broken by the

World; Mended by His Grace.”

Grace Country Church plans
‘ladies gathering’ for Feb. 7

One of the auction items is a quilt in
memory of Hazel Romie.

Headliners will be LeAnn Hart and

Area students earn
honors at UA H-T

Six area students have
been named to the Chancel-
lor’s List or Vice-Chancel-
lor’s List for the fall semes-
ter at UA Hope-Texarkana.

Requirements are a 4.0
grade point average for the
Chancellor’s List, or 3.5 GPA
for the Vice-Chancellor’s
List.

Chancellor’s List -- Kyla
Collins, Nashville; and Sar-
ahj Gibson and GracePat-
terson, both of Washington.

Vice-Chancellor List --
Todd Gallegos, Mineral
Springs; Eric Lacefield,
Blevins; and Ke'untae Mc-
Donald, Washington.

Tammy Whitehust.

For reservations call or text Christy 870-
828-0049. The publicis invited, but childcare
is not available. The church is located at 526
Hwy. 371, Lockesburg.
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CATCHING AN ICEY RIDE. The tandem of Cash Nuttall and Jhett Fields, both of
Dierks, catch an ATV ride while out on the ice this weekend.

FINANCIAL FOCUS ¢ Edwards Jones Investments
Putting your aging parents’ wishes first

As your parents grow older,
it may be time to talk with
them about financial and aging
issues, which may involve dif-
ficult conversations.

You'll want to be careful how
you approach this. Mention
ahead of time that you’d like to
talk to them about their future
plans and reassure them that
you want to understand their
wishes, so their affairs will be
taken care of as they would like.

If your parents are agreeable,
choose a comfortable location
and ask whom to invite (or
not invite). Then, think about
how to open the conversation,
preferably not with what they
want to do with their money, as
this could be interpreted as your
seeking information about your
inheritance or being skeptical
about their financial decisions.
Instead, build a broader discus-
sion about their vision for their
aging years. A series of shorter
conversations may allow you
to cover topics more comfort-
ably rather than trying to solve
everything at once.

Try to address these areas:

e Health care — Seek to learn
whether your parents have
established appropriate health-
related legal documents such
as a health care power of at-
torney, which gives someone
the authority to make decisions

Thinking
about

Selling!

Now is the perfect time!

about their medical care if they
become unable, and a living
will, which spells out the ex-
traordinary medical treatments
they may or may not want.

¢ Independence — As people
age, they may begin to lose
their independence. Have your
parents considered options
for long-term care, such as an
assisted living community, a
nursing home or a home health
aide? If they plan to receive
support from family members,
do your parents’ expectations
match yours?

¢ Financial goals — Focusing
on the personal and finan-
cial aspects of the legacy your
parents want to leave can be
a valuable conversation. Have
they updated their will or other
estate documents, such as a liv-
ing trust? Have they created a
durable power of attorney for a
trusted family member to make
financial decisions for them if
they become incapacitated? Do
they have the proper beneficiary
designations on their insurance
policies, retirement plan and
bank accounts? If you posi-
tion these issues around your

parents having control over
transferring their assets, rather
than curiosity over “who will
get what,” you'll more likely
have a productive conversation.

e Last wishes — You'll want
to learn whether your parents
have instructions in their will
about their funerals and last
wishes. Express that you or
another close family member
should know who is responsible
for making sure their wishes are
met in a timely fashion.

Money, independence and
aging can be sensitive topics.
You don't have to go it alone,
though — enlist help from an-
other close family member. Or,
if your parents work with an at-
torney, financial professional or
other trusted advisor, consider
asking if they’re interested in
having them participate in your
talks. You might even be able to
introduce your parents to one of
your advisors.

In any case, keep talking.
These conversations can be
challenging, but if handled
correctly can be of great benefit
to your parents and your entire
family.
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We have all that makes
your Valentine Happy!

Roses - all colors
Balloons e Stuffed Animals
Jewelry ® Snack Packs e Clothing

Gourmet Valentine Treats
Date Night Baskets

WILKERSON

FUNERAL HOME

110 East 4th St. « Dierks
(870) 286-3088

www .wilkersonfuneralhomes.com
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Remember for best selection

Order Early!!!

20% Off If Ordered
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Don’t wait till Feb 14%!!!

218 S. Main * Nashville
870-845-2738
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THE CECIL "BIRDDOG,

EARLY

HARRIS MEMORIAL

FILES

Tales from Howard County’s histary reprinted in honor of
longtime staff historian and photographer, Cecil Harrls.
September 19, 1938 - December 15, 2012

Compiled by Patsy Young

124 years ago: January
1902

On last Saturday night
two men, Will Speed and
Will Farrell, became in-
volved in a row at the store
of G. W. Berry, a jeweler at
Redfield, formerly of Nash-
ville. The row was started by
Speed cursing a young boy,
and Will Farrell taking the
boy’s part. Speed shot twice
at Farrell, missing him both
shots, but one of the bullets
struck Bud Perry, a clerk, in
the foot.

Mr. Berry then bluffed
Speed out of the store with
a 2-pound weight. He was
later arrested and locked up.

The little shanty occu-
pied by C. W. Creviston in
the grove west of Walker’s
Blacksmith shop was torn
down by Marshal D. A. Gib-
son last Monday upon the
order of Mayor J. J. Reeder,
to whom complaint had
been made by a citizen that
a blind tiger was being run
on the premises and that
the place was a nuisance.
Although the house was
demolished, no liquor was
found.

Methodist Church, Mineral Springs until 1966. Established circa 1870

(Adv.) Columbia Disc
Graphophone, $15, $20 and
$30. The best Disc Machine
on the market. Uses flat
indestructible records. The
reproductions are loud, clear
and brilliant. Columbia Pho-
nograph Co. St. Louis, Mo.

97 years ago: January
1929

The drive to kill out the
rabbits which have become
quite a pest to the fruit and
truck growers of this section
was held Monday under the
leadership of County Agent
C.L.Rodgers. The drive did
not meet with the success
which had been hoped for,
with only about one hun-
dred rabbits being killed.

The Nashville Method-
ist Church announced its
regular services for Sunday.
The topic for the evening
sermon will be “The Sin of
the Closed Mind.” This is the
second of the series on the
general theme of “Ancient
Sins of Modern Sinners.”

80 years ago: January
1946
Indications are that a ca-

pacity crowd will be on
hand at 1 o’clock Sunday
afternoon to see Byron Nel-
son, world’s greatest golf
professional; and Don Mur-
phy, pro for the Texarkana
Country Club, in an exhibi-
tion match at the Nashville
Country Club.

This will be the first time
a match of this kind has
ever been played here and
will also mark the first play
on the course of a national
figure.

43 years ago: December
1983

The fourth annual selec-
tion of the Howard County
Football All Stars gave Nash-
ville the lead in star selection
with seven, Mineral Springs
landed six and Dierks had
two. Only 15 football players
are selected.

There is a tie for most
valuable lineman, with
Nashville’s C.W. Walker
and Dierks’ Brad Hughes.
The only sophomores on the
honor list are Brad Hughes,
Dierks and his Outlaw team-
mate, Tony Eudy; all others
are seniors.

Church sets Feb. 7 benefit for 2 members

There will be a benefit
auction and dinner for two
members of Cross Point
Cowboy Church who are
facing medical issues.

The event benefitting
Baccor Faulkner and Bubba

Cox will be Saturday, Feb. 7.
Dinner will start at 5:30 p.m.
followed by a live auction.

The meal cost will be
for donation, and features
smoked chicken quarters
with trimmings.

The church is located
west of Nashville on Hwy.
371.

For more information
contact Charlie Cham-
bers,870-490-1248.

The public is invited.

Chambers ¢
T Services(‘ )

* computer repair
* sales
» network administration
* websites
* PC & Mac Troubleshooting
« commercial business only

Jon Chambers,
Owner/

Operator
870-557-3109

jon@chambersitservices.com

801 Mine St

870-451-9232

EJB-19325-A-E-DA-3 AECSPAD

Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years
to help reach your financial goals

Josh Tice, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

Nashville, AR 71852

Member SIPC

edwardjones.com

Southern

SoutE/WestArkansas’ Newest & Finest Accommodations
HW§727 & Hwy. 27 Bypass ¢ Nashville ¢+ 845-2353

(i c‘antinental breakfast *king & queen size suites *rooms with
[jacuzzis available *banquet & conference rooms available
;:S\qble TV*sparkling pool *free local calls *truck parking
*Taundry on premises *fax service *major credit cards

Locally owned and operated by Billy Ray & Sandra Jones

Belle Inn

RIDGE CREL

PEAK

4-CYLINDER powe
FOR THE WHOLE GREW

PREMIUM PERFORMANGE
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-« FACTORYSTANDARD FULI.'C-ABWITH HUAC
« T-INFULL-COLOR TFT INSTRUMENTATION. =

« 1,000-LB CAPACITY TILTING CARGO BED, DETACHABI.E TAILGATE
 KAWASAKI STRONG 3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY

WOODY FUTRELL MARINE

SAVE UP TO $4,500* ON SELECT RIDGE CREW/RIDGE XR CREW MODELS
1430 Leslie St. « Nashville « 870-845-3122

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner's Manual and all on-product warnings. Warning: The RIDGE® side x side can be hazardous to operate. For your safety:

Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Never operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Avoid excessive speeds and
stunt driving. Be extra careful on difficult terrain. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki RIDGE side x side is an off-highway vehicle only, and is not

designed, equipped or manufactured for use on public streets, roads or highways. © 2025 Kawasaki Motors Corp,, USA.

*RIDGE® XR CREW HVAC models feature 116 horsepower. RIDGE® CREW HVAC models feature 92 horsepower. This vehicle's HP was measured
according to 1SO standard 4106. This ISO standard measures HP differently than the SAE standards by which the horsepower of many cars is
measured, and as a result the referenced HP measurement may be higher than if it were measured by an SAE standard. 6-passenger seating is

available on RIDGE® CREW models only. Seating capacity varies by each RIDGE® XR CREW trim.
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EXPLORE D E.
RIDGE® CREW 1

Public Record of Howard County

Items or documents that
were filed, issued or record-
ed at the Howard County,
Arkansas, courthouse dur-
ing the period from Jan.
15-21, 2026, unless noted
otherwise, included the fol-
lowing:

Marriage Licenses

(Marriage licenses cost $60

at the County Clerk’s office)

Jan. 20. Christopher Paul
Clayton, 45, Nashville, and
Savannah L. Woodruff, 38,
Nashville.

Jan.20. Dalton Lee Smead,
26, Dierks, and Kammi Jace
Pollard, 25, Dierks.

Civil Court

CV26-08, Jan. 15. Credit
Acceptance Corporation vs.
Philip Mammen. Contract.

CV26-09, Jan. 20. LVNO
Funding, LLC vs. Raymond
Newton. Debt.

CV26-10, Jan. 21. Venta
Davis vs. Willard Lewis.
Landlord /tenant unlawful
detainer.

CV26-11, Jan. 21. LVNV
Funding, LLS; vs. Samantha
Humpbhries. Debt.

Domestic

Relations Court

DR26-07, Jan. 16. Michae-
la Haddan vs. Peyton Had-
dan. Divorce.

DR26-08, Jan. 20. State
of Arkansas Office of Child
Support Enforcement vs.
Derrick Graham, Jr. Support.

Criminal Court

No new criminal cases
filed since CR26-04, Jan. 14.

Land/Property

Transactions

Quitclaim Deed

Jan. 15. Shelly Boykin, fka
Shelly McKnight; to Shelly
Boykin; property in 530 T7S
R28W.

Jan. 15. Angela McJunk-
ins and husband, Thomas
L. McJunkins; to Addison
Rae McJunkins; 100 ac. in S1
T10S R28W.

Jan. 16. Archie Wynn Co-
thren, et al; to Rosewood
Ranch, LLC; aggregate
149.95 ac. in S$36/535 T7S
R28W.

Jan. 16. CJ Davis and
wife Judy Davis; to Wesley
Patrick Wakley and wife,
Julie Ann Wakley; 2 tracts,
aggregate 45.29 ac. in S30
T5S R28W.

Deed of Trust

Jan. 21. David Smith and
wife, Holly Harding Smith;
to Red River Employees Fed-
eral Credit Union; 31.73 ac.
in 529 T7S R27W. $115,000.

Executor’s Deed

Jan. 21. Thomas Leon
Pancherz, executor of the
estate of Ruby Lavon Pan-
cherz; to Fiat Properties,
LLC; aggregate 5.25 ac. in
S30 T7S R28W. $95,500.

Warranty Deed

Jan. 15. Pineview Motel

& Apartments, Inc.; to Justin
Jacques and Sabrina Jacques,
husband and wife; 0.6 ac. in
S35 T9S R27W.

Jan. 20. Marty L. Quinn
and Kelley D. Quinn, Co-
trustees of the Marty L.
and Kelley Quinn Trust; to
Pamela Kay Shelton; part of
Lots 1-2-3, Block 77, City of
Nashville. $62,000.

Jan. 20. Tye Barnett and
wife, Amanda Barnett; to
Vertz Enterprises, LLC; 2
tracts, Lot 9 and part of Lot
8, Block 12, Holly Addition,
and Lot 3 and part of Lot 2,
Block 1, Stephenson Addi-
tion, all in Town of Dierks.
$67,500.

Jan. 21. Cathy Quinn, sur-
viving spouse of Anthony
Lee Quinn; to David Smith
and Holly Harding Smith,
husband and wife; 1 ac. in
529 T7S R27. $62,500.

Jan. 21. Billy Ray Mont-
gomery and wife, Larenda
Montgomery; to Billy Ray
Montgomery and wife, Lar-
enda Montgomery, Trustees
of the Bill and Larenda Trust;
80 ac. in 519 T10S R28W.

Jan. 21. (Special) Secre-
tary of Veteran Affairs, USA;
to Alex Martinez; Lot 25,
Block 5, Toland Heights
Subdivision, Nashville, aka
209 Clermont St., Nashville.
$115,000.

\

State Service Charge

Vending Decals Sold

Total Distributed.................... $136,698.24
SOURCE: City Finance Officer Kimberly Green

Nashville's City
Sales and

Use Tax
For December 2025

Deposits......cooevvieiiiiiiiiiiei,
......... 4,215.54
Interest Earned (Act 513 of 1983)

$140,5118.14

.......... 395.32
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NASHVILLE PARKS & RECREATION

iation

AGE AS OF 5/1/26
FEE -S75

bU T-BALL, 6U & 8U COACH PITCH

Nl mm” o}
RE( ‘

QUESTIONS? CALL US
NASHVILLEPARK.RECDESK.COM

870-845-7405
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% Time: Dinner starts at 5:30 PM | Live Auction to follow
¢ Where: Cross Point Cowboy Church
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Helpmg Our Friends: Baccor Faulkner *

and Bubba Cox
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Enjoy a delicious meal of: Smoked Leg Quarters,
Baked Beans, Potato Salad, Rolls, & Desert
COST: Donation Based (Give as you feel led!)
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= LIVE AUCTION TO FOLLOW DINNER
Come teady to bid! All proceeds go directly to support Baccor and L]
Bubba. Your generosity makes a difference in our community.

h For more infe: contact Charlie Chambers (870) 480-1248
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Point of view

Street crossings
Intersections protected by
brave boys in uniform

(NEWS-LEADER NOTE: Yes, this is another repeat. I plead snow
disease, which is the fear of walking on snow and ice by an old guy.
Apologies, and I'll try to do better as Febru-
ary comes in.)

IT TELLS YOU a lot about the level of
excitement in my life right now, that the
best part of my usual weekend is watching
all-day reruns of “Monk.”

When “Monk” was a new television pro-
gram, his neurotic and compulsive antics put
me in the floor laughing helplessly.

It was one show I tried to watch each
week.

Now I just chuckle heartily at the reruns.

If you never watched the show, you’ll miss some of the humor in
this article. But it’s funny, let me assure you. Please laugh out loud
occasionally as you read this.

And as usual, I am going somewhere with this.

Monk was a San Francisco detective who was suspended from ac-
tive duty. Because of his special skills the police department kept him
on as a consultant. Because of his overwhelming neuroses he had to
have an assistant.

On a recent episode Monk escorted his assistant’s little girl around
on Halloween Night.

She was costumed as a fairy princess. Monk wore a school crossing
guard’s outfit. He had a neat over-the-shoulder-and-around-the-waist
reflective safety belt. He was carrying a ‘stop” sign.

Actually he wasn’t so much wearing a Halloween costume as he
was attired ‘Monk’ style for the job of escorting the precious daughter
around the neighborhood in the safe pursuit of trick-or-treats.

He was appropriately compulsive and funny.

Maybe you're not old enough to appreciate ‘school crossing guard.’
I don’t think schools still have crossing guards.

That's a pity because maybe they could grow up to become duly
deputized Downtown J-Turn Enforcement Officers, but that’s another
story and I'm sure you wouldn’t be interested.

Crossing guards were a big deal when I was in elementary school.
A student would be selected to be crossing guard. He’d could get out
of class a little bit early and strut to the office where he’d put on the
school’s official over-the-shoulder-and-around-the-waist reflective
safety belt and pick out a ‘stop” sign. Or was it a flag?

Anyway, he’d dash excitedly to his assigned street corner to halt traf-
fic so that the little darlings could safely get across. I don’t think adults
really appreciated being stopped by a self-important 12-year-old kid
wearing an over-the-shoulder-and-around-the-waist reflective safety
belt and waving a stop sign. But they stopped anyway.

I need to mention here that this was back in the day when children
actually walked to and from school. I'm serious. Even if they had to
walk as far as four or maybe even five blocks. And the kids actually
waited patiently until their classmate crossing guard said it was okay
to cross the street.

After all of the kids were safely through that dangerous crossing on
their way home, the crossing guard would return to the school office
and give up the glamorous crossing guard outfit, proud of his safety
accomplishment.

Every student wanted to be the crossing guard. Just like we wanted
to be selected for pounding the chalk dust out of erasers after school.

I may be wrong but it seems that only boys got to be crossing guards.
I guess it was because the school administration figured that only
the boys were stupid enough to fling their bodies in front of a crazed
motorist who might be trying to run down a pack of little darlings.

We volunteered to be crossing guards also to impress the girls al-
though at the time we didn’t know why. We’d understand later.

Fast forward a few years.

I promised you I was going somewhere with this.

In Navy boot camp we had ‘road guards.” Except for the uniform
they were pretty similar to school crossing guards.

Our boot camp company would be marching somewhere real im-
portant, and when we came to an intersection the boot company recruit
commander would shout “Road guards post!”

The marching company didn’t miss a step. The designated road
guards would rush out to block the intersection even if there wasn’t
vehicle within 20 miles.

They stood at “parade rest.” Hands behind the back; feet spread just
so. Eyes fixed firmly on the road ahead. Tummy sucked in to impress
any girls who might be within a 20-mile radius.

There were none, of course. This was boot camp.

After the whole company was past the intersection, the road guards
would run to catch up and resume their place in the column. Boot camp
was rigorous but safe because of these brave future sailors.

If there ARE crossing guards at elementary schools these days I'm
sure that they are properly armed just as the Lord and the Arkansas
Legislature intended.
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HE SAID: “If there is any one secret of success, it lies in the ability to
get the other person's point of view and see things from that person's
angle as well as from your own.” Henry Ford, industrialist
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SHE SAID: “Aslong as the people don't fear the truth, there is hope.
For once they fear it, the one who tells it doesn't stand a chance. And
today, truth is still beautiful ... but so frightening.” Alice Walker, novel-
ist (“The Color Purple’)
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SWEET DREAMS, Baby
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Love Thy Neighbor, and GET THE COVID VACCINE!

Call the Howard County Health Unit -- 845-2208 -- to get your FREE shot.

Don’t let the cold weather
stop you. Keep yourself
and those around you safe.
Please get your free Covid-19
vaccination. If you're already
fully immunized, remember to
get the booster shots.

Presented in the public interest by the Nashville News-Leader

_egislative panel approves additional

funding for school voucher program

By State Sen. Jimmy Hickey Jr.

The Arkansas Legislative Coun-
cil voted to fund the Educational
Freedom Accounts (EFA) through
the rest of the 2025-2026 school
year. The accounts can be used to
offset the expenses of home school
materials or go toward tuition at
an accredited private or parochial
school in Arkansas. Currently,
over 44,000 Arkansas students are
participating in the program this
school year.

Educational Freedom Accounts
are part of the LEARNS Act that
was passed during the 2023 Legis-
lative Session. Unlike other states,
the program was implemented in
stages. In 2023, the first year of the
EFA program, about 1.5 percent of
Arkansas students were allowed to
participate. During the 2024-2025
school year, the percentage of stu-
dents increased to 3 percent.

This school year is the first time
thatall Arkansas children in grades
K-12 have been allowed to par-
ticipate in the EFA program. Each
account is funded up to $6,864 for
the 2025-2026 school year.

Many more students applied

for the EFA program this school
year, but their parents either did
not complete all the paperwork, or
they made other choices for their
children such as attending their
local public school.

Arkansas Teacher Maternity
Leave

As of 2023, school districts have
been able to choose to participate
in a cost sharing model that would
allow teachers to have paid mater-
nity leave. Each school district and
the state would pay 50/50 into the
program, giving teachers up the
12 weeks of paid maternity leave.
The leave does not require teachers
to exhaust their accumulated sick
days first.

Act 904 of 2025, with biparti-
san support, updated the law to
require the state to cover 100% of
the cost, making it a fully funded,
paid benefit for teachers rather
than a cost-shared one. Public
school and charter schoolteachers
are allowed to participate in the
program. The National Council on
Teacher Quality (NCTQ) released
a case study highlighting the Ar-
kansas’ teacher maternity leave

program. The study confirmed
that bipartisan legislation helps
Arkansas strengthen support for
schoolteachers. The program gives
teachers the time they need to
recover and bond with their new-
born or adopted child(ren) before
they must return to the classroom.

Online Services

With the tax deadline only a few
months away, Arkansas residents
can check for their state refund
by accessing the Department
of Finance and Administration
(DFA) website at: https:/ /www.
dfa.arkansas.gov. You will need
your Social Security Number and
expected refund amount to access
your tax refund information.

Also, on the DFA website, there
is a section of online services that
the department offers.

For example, you can order
a replacement driver’s license
or change your address on your
license online. DFA also offers the
opportunity to book an appoint-
ment at your local DMV online.
The department states booking an
appointment online reduces wait
time at the DMV.

Human trafficking fight continues

By U.S. Sen. John Boozman

January is Human Trafficking
Awareness Month — an important
time to increase awareness of one
of the most heinous but hidden
crimes facing our modern world.
While this crime and the illegal
enterprises that sustain it feel like
they only exist on movie and tele-
vision screens or in the shadows
of distant communities, human
trafficking plays out coast to coast,
including right here in our state.

Worldwide, an estimated 27.6
million people are trafficking vic-
tims. In the United States, it has
been reported and documented
in all 50 states with Arkansas
alone seeing 80 cases in 2024 that
involved 153 victims, according to
the National Human Trafficking
Hotline.

This form of modern-day slav-
ery encompasses the exploitation
and transport of people for forced
labor and sexual abuse. Anyone
can become a victim, and many
are often hiding in plain sight. For
this reason, human trafficking is
especially pervasive and requires
coordinated efforts across the local,
state and federal levels to combat
it while also ensuring each victim
can be identified, rescued and re-
ceive proper care.

Natural State law enforcement
agencies acknowledge that our
rural nature and highway infra-
structure make it even more critical
for the public to recognize the signs
of this crime and how to report it.
Suspected human trafficking can

always be reported to the Arkan-
sas State Police anonymously via
email to reportht@arkansas.gov or
by calling *277.

Congress has also made strides
to protect our communities. I was
proud to champion a $500,000 pro-
vision in the Fiscal Year 2026 Com-
merce, Justice, and Science appro-
priations bill that passed the House
and Senate with overwhelmingly
bipartisan support. This funding
will assist the Arkansas State Police
with law enforcement investiga-
tion hardware, software, and tools
needed to solve internet crimes
involving online child sex abuse
and human trafficking.

Further, the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed a measure
that would appropriate $100 mil-
lion to combat human trafficking
worldwide. The Senate is expected
to take this up in the coming
weeks, and I look forward to the
opportunity to support the bill in
the Senate.

Throughout the years, land-
mark legislation has been continu-
ally reauthorized and funded to
prevent and combat trafficking.
However, criminal organizations
and gangs easily exploited open-
border policies under the previous
administration, creating an unmiti-
gated flow of weapons, narcotics
and human trafficking victims
across our southern border.

Fortunately, secured historic
levels of funding to protect our
border and cut off illegal and in-
humane organized crime that took

advantage of the opportunity to
further smuggle weapons, deadly
drugs and trafficked captives. By
prioritizing America’s border se-
curity, we are continuing to make
progress defending cities in Ar-
kansas and nationwide from this
scourge and disrupting established
human trafficking networks.

With common sense support
from Congress and the White
House, the Department of Home-
land Security had a year of action-
able success in 2025, recovering
hundreds of victims.

Further, the number of unac-
companied minors crossing the
southern border — many of whom
would have increased likelihood
of falling victim to human traf-
ficking — reached record lows.
In 2025 alone, the Department
of Homeland Security identified
and saved hundreds of victims,
demonstrating a commitment to
protecting the most vulnerable
through accountability and deter-
rence.

During January and year-
round, education and awareness of
this pervasive criminal enterprise
and its tragic consequences are the
most effective means to curb it.

I look forward to continuing
to work with my colleagues, the
administration and our law en-
forcement to strengthen partner-
ships and initiatives at every level
to safeguard our most vulnerable
and maintain Arkansas’s commit-
ment to eradicating trafficking and
holding perpetrators accountable.

“Were it left to me to decide whether we should have
a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a government,
| should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”

Thomas Jefferson, 1787
Free press, free people

Letters policy

The News-Leader welcomes letters to the editor. Please include your name, address with ZIP code
and a daytime phone number for verification. Letters become the property of the News-Leader and will

not be printed if they appear in other papers.
Mail: Nashville News-Leader, Box 205, Nashville, AR 71852.

E-mail: jrs@nashvilleleader.com

All letters must be signed and must not be libelous, superfluous or obscene. Letters may be edited to
conform to newspaper style and to fit space requirements.
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Abird rests on a tree limb near Mineral Springs during the weekend as a combination
of snow, sleet and freezing rain moved into Arkansas and neighboring states. The
wintry weather event began Friday night, Jan. 23, and continued into the morning on
Jan. 25. Roads in parts of Howard County remained impassable earlier this week.

Petition

Continued
from page 1

Olga’s Taco Shop

Back 2 Nature Herbals
Co.

Quick Mart (Fina)

First National Insurance
Agency

Roma’s Italian Restaurant

El Karnalito Meat Market

The Corner Store

Individual canvassers
include: Trae Ford, Gail
Hearnsberger, Jessica De-
lozier, Jennifer Perez and
MaChelle Powers.

Dierks

Kenya's Restaurant

Moore’s Logging

Shelter Insurance

VP Racing Fuels

Jason Welch, canvasser.

Mineral Springs

Buddy’s Quick Stop

B’s Quick Stop

Wendy Haddan, can-
vasser.

Deadline for petition delivery
will be Tuesday, May 5.

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER

Superintendent Doug Graham (left) presents certificates to Nashville School Board
members Jerry Wilson, David Hilliard, Nick Britt, Tem Gunter and Anthony Whitmore
at their meeting Jan. 20. Graham thanked board members for their service to the
school and community. The recognition was part of School Board Appreciation Month.

School

Continued
from page 1
instead of waiting until 2026-
27, according to Evans.

“Time is the problem. We
had intervention time at the
middle of the day, and it's
easy to miss that time. We've
implemented a plan, Scrap
Time, to focus on reading,”
Evans said.

Scrap Time refers to Stu-
dents Concentrating on
Reading at Primary.

Each morning, students
report to their assigned lo-
cations for 35 minutes of
intervention. The program
started when classes re-
sumed Jan. 6 after the Christ-
mas break.

“I'm confident we will
see growth because of this,”
Evans said. “Students are
working hard. We have
some tweaking to do for
August, butit’s been a really
good thing.”

Other items were also
considered during the meet-
ing.

Board members approved
a recommendation from
Riggs to add a section to the
NHS honor graduate poli-
cy. Riggs said the state ap-
proved weighted credit for
all concurrent credit courses
beginning in the 2025-26 aca-
demic year. Weighted credit
was also extended to Physics
and Networking. Prior to
the change, only Advanced
Placement courses received
weighted credit, Riggs said.

“These changes were not
retroactive. As a result, se-
niors who completed any of
these courses before their se-
nior year did not receive the
additional weighted credit.
This created an unfair imbal-
ance in GPA calculations and
class rank,” Riggs said.

“To ensure equity for the
Class of 2026, we will calcu-
late honor graduate GPA the
same way we did last year.
While student transcripts
will still reflect the updated
weighted credit, GPA calcu-
lations for graduation cer-
emony purposes will only
include weighted credit for
AP courses,” according to
the policy.

Riggs said other schools
are doing the same thing.

NHS weighted courses
include AP U.S. History, AP
Statistics, AP Biology, AP
English 12, Physics, College
Chemistry, Pre-Calculus/
Trig, Networking, and UA-
Cossatot SCC classes.

Also at the meeting, Gra-
ham presented an update on
the possibility of new turf at
Scrapper Stadium. Current
turf has been through 10
seasons, more than the war-
ranty included.

The district is looking at
several companies, includ-
ing Symmetry which in-
stalled the turf now in use. “I
liked ours 10 years ago and
like it today,” Graham said.

School officials at a recent
Arkansas Activities Asso-
ciation board meeting said
Nashville has the best turf
they’ve seen, Graham said.

The district is considering
new turf at the stadium and
in the Scrapper Dome. The
stadium’s track also needs
to be re-done, Graham said.

“We may not be able to
afford all three, but they all
need attention,” he told the
board.

In personnel decisions at
the meeting, Dontrelle Rob-
inson was hired as special
education paraprofessional
at junior high. He will be
considered for a full-time
position including coaching
contingent upon complet-
ing his teacher certification
requirements.

Maddie Rodgers was
hired as a half-day parapro-
fessional in a self-contained
classroom at NJHS.

Both hires are retroactive
to Jan. 6.

Graham presented cer-
tificates to board members in
recognition of School Board
Appreciation Month.

He reviewed members’
training hours and said each
member has the required six
hours.

Members and their hours
include Jerry Wilson, 11
including five carried over
from the previous year; Da-
vid Hilliard, with five car-
ryover hours; Nick Britt,
17 including 11 carryover;
Tem Gunter 96 including
carryover; and Anthony
Whitmore with 6. He is the
newest board member and
doesn’t yet have carryover
hours.

The next board meeting
will be Feb. 23.
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Nashville
office: 870-845-5930
cell: 870-845-7728
Insurance #1264226

Choose a health plan that’s good for you
with a company you can trust.

individual * family * health * dental
Lisa Chandler, agent
Lisa Chandler Insurance

an
BlueCross_ BlueShield

Soliciting agent only. Not authorized to issue policies. Available only to residents in Arkansas.

Arkansas

~ General

of Law
4= Victor

Practice I

Martin

Attorney at Law

420 N. Main, Suite 1 - Nashville

phone: 870-845-5256
fax: 870-845-5899
vmartinlaw@gmail.com

We’ll send
back out in

those pests
to the cold!

Even during cold winter months,
bugs and other annoying pests
can create problems in your
home. Call us today — or visit
_us on the web. We'll find your
little ¢

‘problems” and then send

them back where they belong,

We're on the web at s
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TERM’ITE ;ND PEST CONTROL SERVICES
(870) 845-4320
877-845-4320

Toll-
www.Lawrencepest.com

“Lawrence Termite & Pest Control — The Bug Stops Here!”

HOSTETLER SALES]

Your Family Store

toys e greeting cards ¢ flour
jellos » books « food supplements

pie fillings

1  homemade bread « real salt

synthetic

: 1426 Mission Drive
1 across from Mennonite School
{ Hours - Tuesday and Thursday 8 a.m - 5 p.m.

Owner: Delb

* raw sugar

ETCUS) YR T

lubricants
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870-557-1947
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| LOCKHART |
TAX & CONSULTING SERVICES

lockhartcpa.com

STEPHANIE LOCKHART

Certified Public Accountant
410 N. Main St., Suite 1

Nashville
870-455-8093

stephanie@lockhartcpa.com

P.O. Box 1316

MILLWOOD CORPORATION
UYER OF TiMBER & TIMBERLAND
Matt Tollett (870) 703-6939

Jason Porter (870) 703-1039
Johnny Porter (870) 703-1628

Hope, AR 71802

AUTO » HOME « LIFE

Your House, Your Shelter

Your home is your biggest investment. You
provide the house and we'll provide the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan that’s

right for you. Call us today.

Steve Tate, Agent
812 S. Main * Nashville
870-845-1836
#10170422

We're your Shield. We're your Shelter.

Shelterlnsurance.com

27/% RICH MOUNTAIN

When ice and heavy snow bring down limbs and
power lines, safety is a consideration indoors and out.
Make sure you know how to weather the storms.

When outside, stay away from downed power lines:

* A power line need not be
g5 sparking or arcing to be
\ energized. Equipment near
/ power lines can also be
energized or dangerous.

e Lines that appear to be “dead” can become ener-
gized as crews work to restore power or sometimes
from improper use of emergency generators. Assume
all low and downed lines are energized and danger-
ous. If you see a downed or sagging line, contact
your utility.

e If you are in an auto accident involving a downed
power line, your vehicle is usually the safest place to
be (unless it is on fire.) If it is safe to do so, stay in
your car, call 9-1-1, and wait for electric utility per-
sonnel to arrive to deenergize the power. If you step
out of the car and the ground is energized, you could
become the electrical current’s path to ground and
you could be electrocuted. If your car is on fire or you
see smoke, make a solid, clean jump from your
vehicle and hop away with your feet together as far
away as you can. If you run or walk away, you could
get electrocuted.

e Motorists should never drive over a downed line,
as snagging a line could pull down a pole or other
equipment and cause other hazards.

515 Janssen Ave. 803 Hwy. 70 W
PO Box 897 PO Box 121
CEAL SRS U CIEY Mena, AR 71953 Dierks, AR 71833
PO e 479-394-4140 8702862012
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Howard County District Court

Jan. 22, 2026

BF=Bond Forfeited

Howard County

Benson, Dreshauna L.,
28, Nashville, $15 BF, non-
payment of fines

Bevill, Adam, 42, Nash-
ville, guilty of driving on sus-
pended or revoked license,
fined $460; guilty of driving
on suspended or revoked
license, fined $460; guilty of
failure to appear, fined $260

Bowers, Jason Carr, 55,
Dallas, Texas, $285 BE, speed-
ing

Burton, Michele Lashaun,
33, Mineral Springs, guilty of
non-payment of fines, $705
balance

Butler, Coby, 24, De
Queen, $255 BE, speeding

Clayton, Charles H.1II, 33,
Nashville, guilty of careless
or prohibited driving, fined
$360; guilty of DWI, fined
$1,125, credited for time
served, license suspended
and must complete DWI
educational course

Collins, Amber L., 36,
Nashville, guilty of no proof
of liability insurance, fined
$360

Cooper, Tony Marecell,
35, Hope, guilty of non-
payment of fines, $2,690
balance; guilty of failure to
appear, fined $260

Dancer, Tashaina Breona,
30, Texarkana, guilty of no
driver’s license/expired li-
cense, fined $210; guilty of
no proof of liability insur-
ance, fined $360; guilty of
no driver’s license/ expired
license, fined $210

Dunn, Knicole Irene, 25,
Horatio, $255 BE speeding

Elliot, Acie Jr., 68, Hope,
$15 BE, non-payment of fines

Eudy, Dalton Lane, 26,
Dierks, $15 BE, non-payment
of fines

Forton, Keyshawn, 19,
Texarkana, guilty of driving
on suspended or revoked
license, fined $460

Garza, Anita R., 37, De
Queen, $245 BE, speeding

Grubbs, Trey Alexander,
24, Umpire, $15 BF, non-
payment of fines

Hartman, Keith Eric, 55,
Lebanon, Penn., $275 BF,
speeding

Hernandez-Yanez, Edna
M., 29, Idabel, Okla., $50 BF,
failure to present insurance

Lee, Andrea Michelle, 24,
Broken Bow, Okla., guilty of
failure to pay registration,
fined $225

Lee, Terry G., 53, Bis-
marck, guilty of non-pay-
ment of fines, $3,078 balance

Martinez, Jennifer P, 34,
Horatio, guilty of no proof
of liability insurance, fined
$345; guilty of failure to ap-
pear, fined $245

O’Neal, Beckie D., 56,
Saratoga, guilty of non-pay-
ment of fines, $2,395 balance;
guilty of failure to appear,
fined $245; guilty of failure
to appear, fined $245

Rodriguez, Eutiquito G.,
53, De Queen, $210 BF, no
driver’s license/expired li-
cense

Stuart, Tyquan T., 27, Tex-
arkana, guilty of no driver’s
license / expired license, fined
$210; guilty of no proof of li-
ability insurance, fined $360

Ward, Abigail Grace, 23,
Dierks, $225 BE failure to pay

registration

City of Nashville

Bailey, Peggy A., 65, Nash-
ville, $305 BE, speeding

Bustos, Maricela K., 26,
Nashville, guilty of non-
payment of fines, $4,055
balance; committed tojail for
maximum of 30 days

Dotson, Trevails, 39,
Nashville, guilty of no proof
of liability insurance, fined
$360

Griffin, Nicholas David,
43, Fulton, guilty of non-pay-
ment of fines, $2,250 balance

Hendrix, Keon T., 29,
Nashville, guilty of no seat
belt, fined $85; guilty of non-
payment of fines, $1,335
balance; guilty of failure to
appear, fined $245; guilty of
failure to appear, fined $245

Humphry, James D., 50,
Delight, $15 BF, non-pay-
ment of fines

Jackson, Eric R., 37, Nash-
ville, $50 BF, failure to pres-
ent insurance

Johnson, Perry R., 35,
Nashville, $210 BE, expired
vehicle tags/no tags

Martinez, Jennifer P, 34,
Horatio, guilty of non-pay-
ment of fines, $1,665 balance

Murphy, Jackie R., 51,
Glenwood, guilty of non-
payment of fines, $1,425
balance

Piza, Jose, 18, Nashville,
possession of controlled sub-
stance, deferred adjudication
for six months to dismiss

Ramos, Abdiel, 14, Nash-
ville, $210 BF, no driver’s
license / expired license

Rhodes, Xan Robert, 18,
Nashville, guilty of no proof
of liability insurance, fined

News-Leader photo/JOHN BALCH
CLEARING AROUND THE SQUARE. The Pike County road department was busy
Monday morning under blue skies trying to remove the thick layer of ice coating the
roadways. around the townsquare in Murfreesboro.

$360

Staggers, Tiffany Dawn,
42, Nashville, guilty of non-
payment of fines, $2,295
balance

Stewart, Mychel M., 22,
Washington, $225 BF, failure
to pay registration

Williams, Natisha, 26,
Hope, $15 BE, non-payment
of fines

Woodberry, Jaylan, 26,
Texarkana, $550 BF, second-
degree assault

Hupp, Brandon C., 39,
Nashville, guilty of driving
on suspended or revoked li-
cense, fined $460; guilty of no
proof of liability insurance,
fined $360; guilty of driving
on suspended or revoked
license, fined $460

City of Dierks

Mercier, Cooper J., 24,
Dallas, Texas, $230 BF, speed-
ing

City of Mineral Springs

Brown, Stephanie, 29,
Ozan, guilty of driving on
suspended or revoked li-
cense, fined $445; guilty of
failure to appear, fined $245

Caldwell, Lonnie
Delamel, 37, Texarkansa,
guilty of driving suspended
or revoked license, fined $460

Cooper, Tony Mercell, 35,
Hope, guilty of driving on
suspended or revoked li-
cense, fined $460; guilty of no
proof of liability insurance,
fined $360; guilty of failure to
pay registration, fined $225

O’Neal, Beckie D., 56,
Saratoga, guilty of driving
on suspended or revoked
license, fined $460

Arkansas Game

& Fish Commission

Bellemy, Kenneth, 65,
Paragould, guilty of hunt-
ing from road in WMA, fined
$385

Bench Trials

Howard County

Kumar, Ashwini, 47, Me-
lissa, Texas, guilty of speed-
ing, fined $255

City of Mineral Springs

Castle, Dale, 29, Ozan,
guilty of running stop sign
or light, fined $210

Fontaine, Chad E., 43,
Saratoga, guilty of no proof
of liability insurance, fined
$25; guilty of failure to pay
registration, fined $75

Arkansas Game

& Fish Commission

Gardner, Clay W.,, 15,
Lewisville, guilty of hunt-
ing/fishing without permis-
sion, fined $100

Humphrey, Caydn H., 18,
Texarkana, guilty of hunt-
ing/fishing without permis-
sion, fined $100

Thomas, Jaxon T., 17, Tex-
arkana, guilty of hunting/
fishing without permission,
fined $100

Attend Church This Sunday!

HOLY MASS

St. Martin’s Catholic Church
1011 W. Leslie eNashville

Sunday (Eng.) - 9 a.m.
Sunday (Esp.) - Il a.m.
Wednesday - 6 p.m.
Thursday - 8 a.m.

Ist Friday - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday (Esp.) - 6:30 p.m.
Fr. Salvador Vega, Pastor
Welcome ¢ Bienvenidos

359

of facts taken
of II Kings int
some of the cus
ancient and tra

This is a dramatized version -~
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HAVING FAINTED

OUT IN THE HOT SUN WITHOUT
A HEAD COVERING,
YOUNG SON IS CARRIED HOME BY
A WORRIED FATHER ,NOW....

FROM BEING

THE SHUNAMMITES] | ///

LOCKESBURG FIRST
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH ~ 11:00 A.M.

& MT. CARMEL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
12:15 P.M.

ToMMY HALSELL, PASTOR
Everyone is always welcome!

|,,H

LIS MOTHER'S

You are cnvited to worshify with ue at. ..
Center Point

.AND THEIZE ON (
LAP, HE DIES....

YOUR SON HAS
FALLEN 1LL !

.AS THEY NEA? THE
HOUSE, A SERVANT
HURRIES ON AHEAD... .

... THE FATHER GIVES THE
LAD INTO HIS MOTHER'S CARE....

Unity Baptist
Church
380 Buck Range Road
& Pastor:
g | Bro. David Cassady

Sunday Service
10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

WOODS &
WOODS

PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT, PA LTD.
118 N. Main - Nashville - 845-4422
Jason Lenderman, CPA

Missionary

Baptist Church
211 Church St. ¢ Center Point
Pastor: Jaron Tipton
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service 5:00 p.m.

HEARTBROKEN, TH !
WOMAN NOW PLACES
HIM ON THE BED OF
ELISHA IN THE ROOM
THAT WAS BUILT

I FOR THE PROPHET,

E. Antioch Street * Delight

Morning Services - 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting - Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Jim Henderson, Pastor

-- Non-Denomination --
New Life in Jesus
Christ Church

913 South Main St. »« Nashville, AR
Sunday Morning Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastors: Lankford & Mary Alice Moore

First Baptist Church
415 N. Main ¢ Nashville
Come Worship With Us!

Sunday school 9 a.m.
Morning worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.
Evening worship 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Kevin Sartin

HOLLY CREEK

Missionary Baptist Church

705 Main St. « Dierks * 286-2010
Sun. School 10:00 a.m.

Sun. Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sun. Evening 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday WOW 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Bro. Brian Finn
Radio Program: 9:45 Sunday Morning * B99.5 FM

To Advertise
your Church or
Business
Call Tracy
at 870-845-0600

EBENEZER UMC
318 West Dodson « Nashville
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Scott Memorial

(Paraloma Community)
First & Third Sundays Monthly
Sunday Worship 9:15 a.m.
Pastor: Ellis Ray Floyd

Come worship with us!

First Church of God
Community Oriented & Christ Centered
946 MLK, Hwy 355, Tollette, AR
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m. e Youth 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday evening service 6:00 p.m.
Rev. Charles Green, Pastor

Visit us at: www.hollycreekmbc.net
Be our Guest
“ooins (]
Cross Point
[Cowboy Church
Sunday Services 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study for all ages
at 6:30 p.m.
Hwy 371 W. of Nashville
“Pointing People to the Cross”

Pastor Don Jones

First Christian
hurch

500 N. Main « Nashville
(Corner of Main & Bishop)
845-3241

Sunday Bible School - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Minister: Jim Pinson

Futrell Marine
Hwy. 371
Nashville

(870) 845-3122

First United
Methodist
@ Church

1403 W. Sunset St. * Nashville
870-845-3030
nashvillefumc.org
Pastor: Pam Estes
Sunday school 9:45 a.m.

Worship 10:50 a.m.
Facebook Live or listen to 98.7 FM

To Advertise
your Church or
Business
Call Tracy
at 870-845-0600

MINERAL SPRINGS
CHURCH OF
CHRIST

318 Bridgeman Dr. « Mineral Springs
870-287-5652

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 6:00 p.m.
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Nashville Primary School Honor Roll & Merit List

Honor Roll (All A)

Second Grade

Karen Allen’s Class -- Ethan Hale, Samuel Hernandez,
Savannah McElyea, Hudson Mote, Madelyn Teague, Au-
gust Williamson.

Kayla Coulter’s Class -- Bryson Hill, Naomi Sanchez.

Dana Darling’s Class -- Morgan Gills, Jameson Shaver.

Kaitlyn Hanney’s Class -- Melody Capetillo, Alexander
Cardona, Leonardo Hines, Kacen Holliman, Jehsey Jones,
Kade Linhoff, A’jiah Miller, Marcus Reid Montgomery,

Juliette Sullivan, Tripp Troutt, Madani Valente, Winter Wal-
lace, Kambryn Womack.

Jennifer Hill’s Class -- Kutter Clay, Daleyza Fraire, Taiya
Hall, Brandon Holmes, Jayden Patel, Jenna Watson.

Becky Horne’s Class -- Enrique Alonso, Baylor Casper,
Andrea Castro, Ethan Darling, Melany Hughes, Jaxon Mor-
row, Aubrey Smith.

Third Grade

Julie Backus’s Class -- Miriam Dowdy, Audrey Gunter,
Kiptin Horn, Drake McAdams.

News-Leader photo/NIKKI FIELDS

QUICK SLEDDING. Driver Scarlett Nuttall and passenger Taigen Collins gain speed on the solid ice while sled-

ding over the weekend in Dierks.

Haley Davis’s Class-- Amelia McKinnon.

Tesla Gills” Class -- Haven Goodwin, Ryan Jones, Bryson
Seavers.

Heather Harmon'’s Class -- Baylor Brasel, Rayner John-
son, Kelsyn Scrivner, Mia Solorio, Caeli Zaragoza.

Jennifer Johnson’s Class -- Maeslyn Berruquin, Lexi
Bohn, Phuong Nghi Dinh, Luke Scott, Nathan Topor,
Brayden Venable.

Brittany Moore’s Class -- Jeremiah Hibberd, Joshua
Land, Hunter Dean, Kennedy Ginda, Sophia Harris, Sarai
Hernandez.

Virginia Schwope’s Class -- Isaac Bean, Quade Dinger,
Laylah Green, Millie Petty, Eleanor Pierce, Tripp Turner.

Merit List (All A and B)

Second Grade

Karen Allen’s Class -- Graham Askew, Javi Bearden,
Veronica Hernandez, Khylie Jones, Teagan Sanders, Anna
Troutt, Blake Robins.

Kayla Coulter’s Class -- Evan Chandler, Evie Friend,
Evelyn Fuentes, River Hugg, Cataleya Marshall, Aleida Or-
nelas, Ethan Phillips, Trenton Smith, Clay Sullivan, Miriam
Tollett, Ava Williams.

Dana Darling’s Class - Noemi Escamilla, Hayes Haskins,
Ariana Hunter, Eli Pham, Lillian Smith, Isaiah Teresa.

Kaitlyn Hanney’s Class -- Michael Barker, Bishop Green,
JaLyric Gulley, Jennifer Marrufo, Ma’Kayla McNeal.

Mrs. Jennifer Hill’s Class -- Everleigh Gardner, Lorenzo
Hines, Cason Lockhart, Madeline Mendez, Mason Will-
ingham.

Becky Horne’s Class -- Faithlyn Harris, Matthew
Hawkins, Braven Hunter, Andres Navarrete, Royce Wade.

Third Grade

Julie Backus’s Class -- Sadie Bailey, Ari Briggs, DeAngelo
Finley, Francisco Pizarro, Dawson Smith, Zahara Walker,
Fisher Westfall.

Haley Davis’s Class -- Hunter Sunderman, Oakleigh
Pedron, Lucas Lingo, Diego Sanchez, Jazlyn Sanchez, John
Schooley, Brett Chesshir, Keshun Davis, Mateo Dukes, Ruby
Floyd, Elizabella Leppert.

Tesla Gills” Class-- Kora Bagley, Connor Brackeen, Kenan
Green, Braxton Lewis, Zoe Nunez, Mateo Ruiz, Lathen
Watts.

Heather Harmon's Class -- Adi Ackley, Januel Cervantes,
Kyleck Dansby, Daleyza Gomez, Jordan Harberson, Kayden
Johnson, Alexander Maldonado, Wyatt Roberts,

Harley Sharp.

Jennifer Johnson’s Class-- Brody Backus, Emma Joy
Jacques, Mateo Pacheco, Javier Sanchez, Sophia Simmons.

Brittany Moore’s Class -- Amelia Wright, Trenton Walker,
Braelyn Williams, Oaklyn Self, Joaquin Padilla, Nova Lo-
raye Mitchell, Amir Ortiz. Gavin Roberts, Bryson Scroggins,
Abby Cox, Hugo Hernandez, Aiyden Farris.

Virginia Schwope’s Class -- Blake Benson, Reed Chesshir,
Orlando Espino, Katherin Garate, Brayson Griffin, Eva
Hernandez, Victoria Murillo, Olivia Poulton, Rhodey White.

Veronica Tomblin’s Class -- Azerion Jefferson.

W DS PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT, LTD
W \J S 118 N. Main St.

Nashville
870-845-4422
Jason Lenderman, CPA

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR LOW INCOME HOUSING IN
NASHVILLE AND DIERKS

Applications may be picked up at the
Howard County Housing Authority office
located at
1010 S. Pope Street, Nashville, Arkansas
(off of Hope Hwy).

Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon,
and 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily, Monday -
Friday, closed on Wednesday afternoons.
For questions, you may call the
Housing Authority Office
at (870) 845-1080.

fgb First State Bank

Accounts That Make Sense.
Open Simply Free Checking for every
convenience, local service, and a FREE GIFT -
all for zero monthly fees!

422 Issac Perkins Blvd 507 Front St.
Nashville Dierks
(870)451-9994 (870) 286-2090

Member FDIC
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J%HISTRUCTION LLC

SAND & GRAVEL

Excavation and Dozer Work
Mike Goodson (870) 845-7053 Chris Goodson (870)557-9107

((We always think about safety first...

www.readingclubfun.com

g(...when we try exciting new things.

>

y Kids: color_— 7o
stuff in!

gttt

Hmm... OO AL
is that my
shadow?,

4. groundhogs can be found in the woods, fields and

Adventures and Excitement!

rescue

do things that are very bold or full of risks. These
people like danger and thrills.

I love new adventures but | think that we
should leave the dangerous, bold acts to the
characters in movies and books!

Did you know that some of the ideas for
adventure stories are based on real people’s lives?

-
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~< Groundhog Adventures

Hey! What On February 2nd, all eyes will be on Should | be —
are you S Punxsutawney Phil, the famous groundhog adventurous and | | | | | | | -
doing down who predicts whether spring and warmer go out to explore? _— B
there? weather will come soon, or if winter and rmnotswe. | [[ | 4 Winme, 5 [I | Caring
the cold weather will longer. What do you 1 F_ 09
How does he do this? Well, legend holds think? 6 4 | &
I'm searching for that when a groundhog pokes out of his | | l |
my shadow - | think hole, if the sun is shining, he will see his Tl [ |: Shadou
it is escaping the coId shadow, be frightened and dive back into M1 M | [T | Superstition
 his burrow to wait out six more weeks 1 M1 1 11 Woodc\\\ﬁo\‘
of winter. But, if he sees clouds when )
he comes out of his hole, he will | ,, 10 | | .
not be afraid, will venture Nt o | | [ foreces
e i | .
—_— out, and we will know that spnn% isnearl )\ iday buroy " | | | | |
Read the clues to fill in the puzzle: NS 12 | February
1. On February 2nd, Phil, the famous groundhog (and other ——=< 16 [I | | | |
groundhogs in other places) will be watched for his weather 14 [I | | | Years
- a “prediction” about what kind of weather to expect | | | | weather nds
2. the second month of the year R o\ |: 15 m v
3. a tunnel dug underground ° 0. another name for a groundhog is €adoyg

5. a groundhog usually lives to be 6 to 8 old EI®Y® 12 number of weeks winter will continue if Philis “frightened” by his shadow
6. belief in magic, luck and chance super  13. hot, cold, rain, wind, etc. What it looks and feels like outside!

7. the dark area formed when light is blocked 14. a groundhog is an herbivore, which means it only eats

8. a groundhog usually weighs about 12 fonl 15. season of warmer weather following winter

9. the groundhog is the only animal with its own national

adventure i i
4 Have you had any exciting adventures lately? > sailor shipwreckeg . adventures ofg real sailor. The sailor, named
Many people are adventurous. They like new and » Cannibals AIexa}nder Selk!r!< » Was mgrooned G
unusual experiences. A few people even like to exciting  gxperiences in the Pacific Ocean in 1704 after an

Forecasts O

& Football

s G D

11. a groundhog can see very well, and has excellent

16. a groundhog is an excellent

The author, Daniel Defoe got the idea for his

ening
nepP famous book, Robinson Crusoe, from the

argument with his captain. He lived
there alone for more than four years
until he was rescued in 1709.

The adventures of Robinson Crusoe are filled with
sea voyages, storms, shipwrecks and pirates! One day,
after being marooned on the island (with only a dog for a
friend), Crusoe saw a large footprint in the sand. Later, he saw
about 30 cannibals around a fire ready to kill two men. What do
you think he did? Was he ever rescued? You'll have to read the
book to find out!
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A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

STAVELY & ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE

102 N. Main ¢ Nashville
870-845-1188

—= www.stavelyandassociates.com

Nashville »

Latimer Funeral
Home

Murfreesboro - 285-2194

920 S. Main
outhern Nashville
lass (870) 845-2121
] &  (870) 845-5353
845-2233 irror (870) 845-1623

Stacy SmithOwner

Teague & Teague
Insurance Agency
219 N. 2nd St. » Nashville
845-5303

Tyson -ﬁ)ods, Inc.

JOHN PLYLER HOME CENTER

ol
) ] ”'t],?:»' ,{‘.’\

& Electrolux FRIGIDAIRE SOURCE
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HMH Foundation fundraiser
‘Hearts for HMH’ Feb. 14

A night of bingo, food, music and more will be in a fundraiser for the
Howard Memorial Hospital Foundation on Valentine’s Day Saturday, Feb.
14, at Midtown Social in Nashville.

The event will feature entertainment by Chris Gunn plus prizes, a live
auction and a silent auction.

Food will be provided by Tyson and Chef Walline Williams.

Tickets are $60 and may be purchased by calling Sandy Webb, 870-845-8006
at Howard Memorial or sending email to sandyw@howardmemorial.com.

The theme for the event is “Hearts for HMH.”

The Murfreesboro couple
arrested on suspicion of
child abuse and neglect
have officially been charged
in Pike County with felony
first-degree endangering the
welfare of a minor.

Timothy Mason Phillips,
54, and Mary Louise Phil-
lips, 49, were arrested Dec.
31 and released from county
custody Jan. 2 on $25,000
bond each.

The charges were filed
Jan. 23. The husband and
wife made their first court

i | "_..\ Ly

Photos Courtesy of SWAHA FACEBOOK
WAIT AND SEE NOW. Marina docks throughout Arkansas were damaged by Win-
ter Storm Fern and Swaha Lodge & Marina on Lake Greeson was no exception.
The owners of the longtime lake vendor on the south end of Greeson, Kevin (pic-
tured here surveying the initial damage) and Janet Fant, reported on social media
that there was major damage and collapse on several docks following Fern’s one-
two punch. The area remains closed this week, including by vehicle and boat. The
Fant family reported Tuesday that the extent of the damage is still unknown, due to
not being able to access the unstable docks for further inspection.

appearance Jan. 5 and were
ordered by Judge Tom Coo-
per to return to court Jan.
26 with an attorney but that
court date was cancelled
due to the weather.
According to affidavits
of arrest obtained from the
Murfreesboro Police De-

partment, an investigation
into the couple started after
an 8-year-old female child
under their care was re-
ported missing from their
Third Avenue home. The
incident touched off a mas-
sive search that concluded
with the child being found
just steps from her home.
On Dec. 4 around 8:11
a.m., local law enforcement
was made aware of the
missing child by the mother
at the Pike County Sher-
iff's Department. The child
was described as 3'2” and
weighing 38 pounds and re-
portedly wearing no clothes.
Asearch got underway soon
after and concluded at ap-
proximately 12 noon when
the child’s father located
her, covered in a blanket and
hidden behind a pool pump

Pike County couple officially charged
with felony endangerment of child

in a shed in the backyard.

The child was immedi-
ately placed in an ambu-
lance to be evaluated and
her body temperature reg-
istered at 98 degrees when
“the outside ambient tem-
peratures was between 37-
39 degrees during the course
of the search,” according to
the affidavits.

The child and her biologi-
cal siblings were removed
from the home that day by
the Arkansas Department of
Human Services until an in-
vestigation into allegations
of abuse and neglect could
be completed.

The siblings were inter-
viewed Dec. 5 regarding
events related to the child’s
disappearance the day be-
fore and allegations of ne-
glect and abuse at home.

#26002857 - Brick home located in the Heart
of Nashville, offers over 2100 sq ft of living
space, 3 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths. Open
floor plan, living room with wood burning
stove, updated eat-in kitchen w/granite coun-
tertops, gas stove, dishwasher and refrigerator
convey, separate dining room, oversized
pantry, updated bathrooms and laundry

room. Home is nicely landscaped, fully
fenced yard, patio with pergola, garden and
offers nice shop building. Corner lot on quite

cul-de-sac, close the schools and city park.
ADVERTISED PRICE *324,500.

For more home, farm or land listings visit
www .stavelyandassociates.com

Eddie Stavely, Principal: 870-845-9000
Kristin Stavely: Executive Broker: 870-845-9068
Pam Kirby, Sales Agent: 870-845-9251
Brad Vines, Sales Agent: 870-356-9680
Jodi King, Sales Agent: 870-557-0747
Holly Rucker, Sales Agent: 870-784-1349
Matt Smith, Sales Agent: 870-845-8821

=y 102 North Main Street*Nashville [}
870-845-1188

NEWS-LEADEF
CLASSIFIEDS

Subscribe to the Nashville
News-Leader for only $45 a
year.

BUSINESS
SERVICES

MINI STORAGE IN MUR-
FREESBORO. 870-845-6304.
(gs:4-tf)

SMITH MINI
STORAGE

Boat/RV
Climate Control

870-845-9075

Alcoholics Anonymous meets
at 202 W. Howard St. Mon.,
Wed. & Fri. 8 to 9 p.m. Elizabeth
870-949-5833, Warren 870-557-
0446, Chad 430-200-7150.

903-826-3481

FOR SALE

This 60 acres near Old Washington and 2
miles from Grandview Wildlife Management
Area 1s a Hunter’s Dream. Lots of oak and

pine timber and a beautiful creek running

through the middle plus a pond. Access 1s

through a locked gate with a gravel timber

company road that dead ends into the
property. The area around the property 1s
leased and controlled which makes this place

very private. slﬁﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂ.
CALL 870-703-1628.

Featured LISTING!
101S. Jones St. Nashville
9 . e Z P - W«’“

1532 sq ft home sitting on a corner lot in the heart of Nashville. This
home offers 3 bedrooms, 1.5 upgraded bathrooms and a large bonus
room. Galley kitchen has been upgraded with granite countertops
and a beautiful glass backsplash. The living room has a ton of natural
light coming in from the double door that leads out to concrete patio.
This home is a must see to fully appreciate. PRICE $165,000.

www.murrayandcompanyrealty.com

urra Carol Murray, Principal Broker

Tammy Lansdell, 870-200-4888
Kristi “Noelle” Couch, 870-557-7193
DeAnn Simmons, 870-557-4968
Allana O’Neal, 870-557-7162

122 North Main * Nashville
& CO REALTY

Office: 870-451-9000 » Cell: 501-993-6183
R= 12778

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY,
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF: LLOYD HARRISON ASHLEY

31 PR-26-10
NOTICE OF PROBATE-INTESTATE

Last known address of decedent: 504 Cornbridge Road,
Mineral Springs, Howard County, Arkansas
Date of death: November 26, 2025

Michael W. Ashley was appointed the Administrator
of the Estate of Lloyd Harrison Ashley, by order dated
January 14, 2026. All persons having claims against
the estate must exhibit them, duly verified, to the
undersigned within six (6) months from the date of the
first publication of this notice, or they shall be forever
barred and precluded from any benefit in the estate.

This notice first published the 21st day of January, 2026.

Michael W. Ashley, Administrator, by
Aaron R. Brasel, ABN 2009138

Post Office Box 813

Nashville AR 71852

(870) 845-4100 — Telephone

(AB: 31, 32)

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY,
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF PATRICIA ANN BLAKELY, Deceased
No. 31PR-26-9

NOTICE

Last known address of decedent:
1407 Wildwood Dr.,Nashville, AR 71852
Date of Death: November 21, 2025

On the 12th of January, 2026, an Affidavit for Collection
of Small Estate by Distributee was filed with respect to
the estate of Patricia Ann Blakely, deceased, with the clerk
of the probate division of the circuit court of Howard
County, Arkansas, under Ark. Code Ann. §28-41-101.

All persons having claims against the estate must
exhibit them, properly verified, to the distributee or his
or her attorney within three (3) months from the date of
the first publication of this notice or they shall be forever
barred and precluded from any benefit of the estate.

This notice first published 28th day of January, 2026.

The name, mailing, address, and telephone number of
the distributee’s attorney is:

Gardner Milner, PLLC
By: Sara Gay

P.O. Box 17037
Jonesboro, AR 72403
(870) 972-8180

(GM: 32, 33)

VRBO PROPERTY AVAII'ABLE (DAISY GREEK). 3 Fully

Fumished Cabins (LOG) situated on approx. 7.9 acres (Room to build
approx. 6 additional cabins). 200 yards to Daisy State Park, One mile
from boat ramps. Bear Creek 31 mile ATV trail at property. Property
has 3 RV hook ups (Water& Elec.) with one on sewer. Cabins have
central A/C & Heat. One cabin has 2 bedrooms, full kitchen, family
area, full bath and laundry area, the other two cabins are one bedroom,
full kitchen, family area and full bath. Covered carports, covered patio.
Cabins have metal roofing.
Located at 3880 Hwy. 70, Daisy, AR 71950

Listed at $499,000.

Call our office for additional information or to view this property.

www.raysrealty.net. Call for your personal tour today!

« RAY’S REALTY.

E

724 S. Main St. » Nashville » 870-845-2900

Terry Ray 870-845-77

Dale Bennett 870-557-6597 * Carolyn Reed 870-200-0201
Robert Crocker 870-285-5779
Melinda Bennett 870-451-2226

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE - SCHOOL BOARD VACANCIES

Vacancies will exist on the Umpire School District Board

for at-large positions.

The Umpire School District Steering Committee will
interview applicants and refer recommended candidates
to the Howard County Quorum Court.

The Howard County Quorum Court will make the
appointment at a public meeting on March 16, 2026, at
11:00 a.m., at the Howard County Courthouse.

Applicants must be qualified electors of the Umpire

School District.

Interested individuals must contact the Umpire School
District Steering Committee by February 27, 2026, at 6:00

p-m.

Contact: Linda Kitchens, President

(870) 584-6340

lindakitchens51@yahoo.com

Ad paid for my the Umpire School District Steering

Committee.

(pd. 32)

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY,
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

JIMMY DALE ESKEW, deceased

31PR-26-12

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE

AND FILING OF CLAIMS

Estate of JIMMY DALE ESKEW, deceased
Address of decedent: 1236 Hwy 84 E, Howard County,

Umpire, Arkansas 71971

Date of Death: MAY 8, 2025

The undersigned person was appointed Administrator
of the estate of the above-named decedent on the 20th

day of January, 2026.

All persons having claims against the estate must

exhibit them, duly verified, to the undersigned within

six (6) months from the date of the first publication of

this notice, or they shall be forever barred and precluded

from any benefit in the estate. Provided, that claims for

injury or death caused by the negligence of the decedent

shall be filed within six (6) months from the date of the

first publication of this notice, or they shall be forever

barred and precluded from any benefit in the estate.
This notice first published the 28th day of January, 2026.

[ohn Eskew Executor

P.O. Box 810, De Queen, AR 71832

Mailing Address

Prepared by:

Erin Hunter

Attorney at Law

(EH: 32, 33)
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Former Scrapper QB makes
move to Ole Miss coaching staff

CLEVELAND, MISS. - Nashville native
Todd Cooley, Delta State University’s head
football coach since 2013, has announced
his resignation to accept a position at the
University of Mississippi. Cooley will be the
Director of High School Relations/Special
Assistant to the Head Coach at Ole Miss.

The Scrapper football alumnus recorded
his 77th career victory during the 2025 sea-
son with a 41-9 victory over North Green-
ville to become Delta State’s winningest
football coach.

Delta State recorded an 82-49 record with
Cooley at the helm of the football program
with four NCAA Division II Playoff berths
(2014, 2017, 2022, 2023) and three Gulf South
Conference Championships (2014, 2022,
2023) in 12 seasons.

Cooley is also a four-time GSC Coach of
the Year (2013, 2014, 2022, 2023).

During his tenure, Cooley has coached

more than 100 All-GSC selections while
also graduating nearly 250 football student-
athletes.

“Todd’s hard work and commitment
has elevated our program to a nationally
respected and competitive level. We wish
Todd and Lisa continued success in his new
position,” said Director of Athletics Mike
Kinnison.

Cooley quarterbacked the Scrappers to
their first appearance in a state champion-
ship game at War Memorial Stadium in
Little Rock in 1993.

He played quarterback at Arkansas Tech,
where he received a degree in English.

Cooley’s coaching career includes stops
at Tech, Northeastern State, Ouachita Bap-
tist, Central Arkansas and Northwestern
State.

He was named head coach at Delta State
Jan. 25, 2013.
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Photo Courtesy of Delta State University

NASHVILLE NATIVE. Todd Cooley as Delta State University head coach.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Nashville Chamber of Commerce Awards Banquet
Monday, Feb. 16 < 6 p.m. - NHS cafetorium
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/ PAFFORD

" MEDICAL SERVICES

526 HWY 371, 1 t"u‘l'\'\-":-'il"liI'j__—'f_ AR 71846

GRACE COUNTRY CHURCH

Ladies Gathering

Through the Fire
- 9AM-3PM

February 7%

Admission: $20 Pay at Door
(Cash, Check, or Card accepted)

Door Prizes and Auction [tems

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH &

INCLUDED i

Come and Enjoy the Great talents of:

LeAnn Hart and Tammy Whitehurst

For questions, or to RSVP your reservations,

please call or text: Christy at 870-828-0049

Trusted Surgical Care

IN NASHVILLE

Dr. Sutherland is now performing surgeries exclusively at Howard
Memorial Hospital, delivering top-tier care with state-of-the-art
technology in one of the nation’s Top 20 Critical Access Hospitals.

Why Howard Memorial Hospital?

v/ Efficiency & Excellence — Nationally recognized for patient care
¢/ Advanced Technology — Robotic Surgery, MRI, CT scan, nuclear medicine
v Compassionate Care — Personalized treatment, close to home

e

Now Accepting New & Existing Patients
Howard Memorial Hospital | Nashville, AR
No Facility Fee

Howard Memorial
hospital

To learn more call 870-845-8914, O
or visit howardmemorial.com/our-services/robotic-surgery
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NHS teams sweep
Arkadelphia Jan. 22

News-Leader photos/LAYLA SIRMON

Wednesday, Jan. 28, 2026

Karstyn Scrivner (24) eyes a shot Jan. 22 during the
Scrapperettes’ 73-38 conference win over Arkadelphia.

Bo Bell (23) scores on Arkadelphia in Nashwlle s 70-39
District 7-4A win Thursday, Jan. 22, at Scrapper Arena.

Lucy Hagler (left) sets up a shot against the Lady Bad-
gers Jan 22.
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Johnte Taylor controls the ball in the Scrappers’ home
win against Arkadelphia last Thursday night.

First Baptist
Church
415 N. Main
Nashville, Arkansas
With “Us!
Sunday Morning
Worship
8:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Night
6:00 p.m.

Rev. Kevin Sartin

Courtesy ph&o/LYNETTE LOVELIS
Addison Gammage drives to the basket in the junior
high Scrapperettes’ 55-18 win over Arkadelphia Jan. 22
at Scrapper Arena. The NJHS boys also earned a win.
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Courtesy photo/LYNTrE LOVELIS
Jadyn Johnson (14) goes for the ball against Arkadel-
phia in last week’s Nashville victory.

SPORTS LEADERS

Players of the Week as selected by
The Leader sports department

Area teams ready to play again

Area basketball teams were side-
lined Monday and Tuesday of this
week because of wintry weather
which moved into Arkansas Fri-
day night, Jan. 23, and continued
through the weekend. Schools
were closed, and games were
canceled because of the inclement
weather conditions. Sunshine and
warmer weather were expected to
ease some of the travel problems,
with basketball set to resume.

-{ -{ S—- This weekly feature sponsored by

McDonald’s of Nashville
'm lovin’ it..

845-2364
South Fourth Street

Jailyn Staggers goes up Kiyanna Stewart gets set for

pers victory over Arkadel-
pending winter weather.

for a score in the Scrap- District 7-4A victory over Arkadelphia. The game was
rescheduled from Jan. 23 to Jan. 22 because of im-

a free throw in Nashville’s

WOBI.B

§10 PER PERSON
PAY AT DOOR
MEAL PROVIDED

KOVP BY SCANNING
[HE CODE BELOW
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LOCATION: CROSS POINT COWBOY CHURCH
2140 HWY 31T W

MINERAL SPRINGS, AR 71851
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YORK GARY DISCOUNT
CONSUMER  CASH
GM BONUS

CASH

CHEVROLET AGED INVENTORY BONUS CASH

PROGRAM

1,500
-5,000 §

PSA

SERVICE AND HANDLING

51,112 |u

CHEVROLET TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS CASH - °1,250
(IF TRADE IS A 2012 OR NEWER TRUCK OR CAR)

+130

Sale Price®

MSRP
YORK GARY DISCOUNT

NATIONAL BONUS CASH
NATIONAL  SELECT
SERVICE AND HANDLING

INVENTORY

Summit White, Jet Black Cloth, 5.3EcoTec V8 Automatic,
4WD, 16 mpg city/ 19 mpg hwy

*49,992

581,740 -

9,000
$2,000
- 52,000
+°130

CASH

Sale Price®

¥ o

%///dﬂj/b/ﬂ/

APPROVAL, WAL (WITH APPROV

Yor

1. YORK GARY SAVINGS 2 P ‘{_Hﬂs L \JJ\.“I’M(_I: 6. SALE PRICE 15 AFTER ALL APFPLICABLE I '\kl:'\lT WES AND DOES MOT INCLUIDE TT&L OR OTHER
HTL **TO QUALIFY FOR BEST PRICING ON SELECT MODELS, CUSTOMERS MUST FINANCE WITH YORK GARY OR OTHER IN-HOUS E ENTITY, AND FOR AT LEAST &

*68,870

Diamond Black Crystal Pearlcoat, 6.7L 16 Cummins
HO Turbo Diesel Engine, 8 Speed TorqueFlite HD
Transmission.

1420 West Leslie
Nashville
870-845-1536
Toll Free 1-800-235-6855
yorkgaryauto.com

WE GO THE EXTRA MILE

JJJJJJ =7 &

OUALIFYING INCENTIVES, AN [ ‘1 )L IRES CREDNT

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS ABOUT MANURSCTURER DISCOUNTS BECAUSE SOME VEHICLES AND /OR CUSTOMERS MAY CUMLIFY FOR »ﬂ[n{"TIO‘\I
PONDER, AND EDUCATOR DISCOUNTS. ALL INCENTIVES ARE NOT THE SAME AND THEIR VALIDITY DATES
.'RFRII'\DIYSJ\ I'RTI'.'\L FORDETAILS, SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS ABOUT MANUFACTUIRER DISH fOUN' BIT.'\\ ISE SOMEVEMICLES 8
IMERS MAY QUALIFY FOR ADDITSONAL INCENTIVES SUCH AS MILITARY, FIRST RESPONDER, AND EDUCATOS CHSCOUNTS. ] 4
ALL INCENTIVES ARE NOT THE SAME AND THEIR VALIDITY DATES MAY VARY, SEE YOUR FRIENDLY SALES TEAM FOR DETAILS,

FINDNEWROADS
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