Ihe

$4 00

USPC103-230

-—

9

Wednesday, December 24, 2025

< ¢ ¢ Home of the Crater of Diamonds State Park ¢ & &

[ssue 25 - I Section - 10 Pages

‘Murfieesliojo/Diamond

Serving South Pike County, Arkansas Since 1975

|L 4879 71329 5|

LETTERS
TO SANTA

SEE PAGES 4-7

Holiday hours, trash
collection announced

MURFREESBORO -- The Pike County Court-
house and associated offices will close at noon
on Tuesday, Dec. 23 and will return to work on
Friday, December 26.

Rural rash collection for the county this week
will see no pickup on Wednesday or Thurs-
day. On Friday, Dec. 26, Thursday’s normal
collection will occur for the north end, while
Wednesday and Thursday collection will occur
for the south part of Pike County.

The City of Murfreesboro offices will hold
the same schedule as the county -- closed
Wednesday and Thursday and reopening on
the morning of Friday, Dec. 26.

The sanitation schedule this week for Mur-
freesboro will see no collection on Wednesday
or Thursday, with Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday collection to occur on Friday, Dec. 26.

Christmas eve
services announced

MURFREESBORO -- The First United Meth-
odist Church in Murfreesboro will be hosting a
night of candlelight, carols, and the good news
of Christ’s birth, on December 24, Christmas
Eve at9 p.m.

The public is invited to come worship the
King and welcome the light.

First UMC is located at 403 Second Ave in
Murfreesboro.

Local family named
farm family of year

LITTLE ROCK -- Jared and Cathren Smith of
Dierks were named as the 2025 Arkansas Farm
Family of the Year. The Arkansas Farm Family
of the Year program has helped to recognize
outstanding farm families throughout the state
since 1947. The Smiths have been farming in
Howard County for 17 years.

The Smith’s farm spans 250 acres, with eight
poultry houses and a cow-calf operation. They
have two children, Cooper and Clara, who are
active in the daily farm operations. Both chil-
dren are active in FFA.

“Farming is at the heart of who we are, and
we're proud of the role our work plays in sus-
taining our community and feeding families
far beyond Arkansas,” said Jared Smith. “Being
named Farm Family of the Year is an honor we
don’t take lightly. We're thankful for this recog-
nition and honored to showcase the strength of
agriculture in our state.”

Selection criteria for the Arkansas Farm
Family of the Year includes efficiency of pro-
duction, conservation of energy and resources,
leadership in agricultural and community af-
fairs, home and farm improvement and home
and farm management. The Farm Family of the
Year program’s objective is to recognize farm-
ers excelling at production, education and giv-
ing back to their communities.

As Arkansas Farm Family of the Year, the
Smiths will compete with nine other state
winners in the Sunbelt Ag Expo Southeastern
Farmer of the Year program in Moultrie, Ga.

Now in its 78th year, the Arkansas Farm
Family of the Year is one of the longest-run-
ning farm family recognition programs in the
United States. It begins with selection of the top
farm family in each county. Then, eight district
Farm Families of the Year are selected.

The Smiths were the West Central District
Farm Family of the Year.

Chamber establishes scholarship

MURFREESBORO - At their December
meeting, the Murfreesboro Chamber of Com-
merce discussed the Haunted House effort in
October, calling the event another success after
it raised nearly $10,000.

It was noted that this past year, the house
was only open at the former Pike County Hos-
pital for three weekends.

“Getting live people can be a challenge for a
large number of dates,” said chamber president
Lisa Harvill. “But overall it was a great experi-
ence again.”

Despite this, it was noted that there were
a handful of new participants in 2025 for the
third installment of the effort.

Next year, the group will consider being
open four of five of the weekends in October,
with perhaps just Saturday nights for some of
the earlier dates of the month. Halloween, Oct.
31, will be on a Saturday next year.

It was noted that staying open to 11 paid
small dividends, such that the group will likely
close down at 10 p.m or so in 2026.

The group was also pleased with the “Santa
on the Square” turnout earlier this month, not-
ing that some 80 children were in attendance.
This was a significant upturn from the past
couple years.

“It was attended really well ... the drawing
for bikes to be given away went great,” said
chamber secretary Jane Fugitt.

The new Christmas décor around town was
discussed, and it was stated that the group
spend approximately $15,000 on the effort in
2025.

This year’s Christmas parade was also dis-
cussed, with the group releasing the winning
entries following the parade on Thursday, Dec.
11. The winning floats included in the com-
mercial division Jones Construction, Clayton
Tinkes in the political candidates division and
the “Jingle Bell Favorite” being Elite Home
Health.

The night of the parade, the chamber in
conjunction with Santa Claus, held the Cham-
ber Bucks drawing that was composed of en-
tries from purchases made around town over
the previous two weeks. Winners were Becky
Foster of Nashville ($100), Dawanda Schwope
of Nashville ($250) and Tina Richard of Kirby

($500).

The group announced it would work with
the Pike County Republican Committee on a
“meet the candidates” night with dates to be
announced. The Republicans had previously
stated that they plan to hold an event in both
Murfreesboro and Glenwood ahead of the
March 2026 preferential primary elections.

Kailee Parker proposed to the Chamber that
they start an annual scholarship for a graduat-
ing senior in 2026. The measure was approved
by the group.

The scholarship will be $500 in 2026, with
possible expansion should the effort prove
fruitful.

Applications will be provided to Murfrees-
boro High School, and after return by students
a committee of three people will be formed to
choose the winner.

The winner will not be decided solely by
grade point average, but also by the amount of
volunteerism by the students. The scholarship
will also ideally go toward a student planning
to major in marketing, business or related field.

The scholarship form states that it would
recognize students who have demonstrated a
strong commitment to community service and
volunteerism. The application also requires a
short essay of no more than two pages on the
importance of volunteerism and how it has im-
pacted their goals/character.

Parker said the scholarship will “allow for
networking opportunities [with the students]”
as well as the ability to “educating students on
what the chamber does - how we support local
businesses, and why they should as well.”

“Imagine if our next Economic Development
employee through our county was a previ-
ous chamber appointed scholarship winner ...

imagine how deep their roots will be and their
motivation to better our organization and com-
munity,” Parker said during her pitch.

She said a better relationship with the school
and community would be beneficial and that
should the effort provide more volunteers for
fundraising efforts, the scholarship could be
increased or expanded to help more students.

“This can change a student’s life,” Parker
said, noting how much $500 means to a fresh-
man. “There is no bad side to this, simply a
$500 cost. Since the chamber is a volunteer or-
ganization, we should reward someone who
has freely given their time to the community.”

The scholarship can be used on books, tu-
ition or educational expenses at an accredited
college, university or technical school. The cho-
sen student would be awarded the scholarship
after providing proof of registration at a school.

The group discussed the “Jingle Bell Run”
that was not held this year that was used to
help fund Angel Tree efforts locally. Despite
this, the Chamber did provide $1,500 to the ef-
fort this season that saw over 100 applicants to
the angel tree program.

“Lots of volunteers were from Husqvarna,
and many of those have gone in a different di-
rection since they closed,” Harvill explained.
“The effort is great for the angel tree program
and participation will hopefully continue in the
future when the race resumes.”

It was noted that the race may be moved
from December to earlier in the year (perhaps
the spring) to find a time less hectic than the
holidays.

The group also began discussion of the an-
nual banquet set for March, with a location still
yet to be set.

Submitted photos/Jlml Scarlett

FLOAT WINNERS ANNOUNCED ... The Murfreesboro Chamber of Commerce has announced the winning entries from the Christmas parade
on Thursday, Dec. 11. The winning floats included in the commercial division Jones Construction (above), Clayton Tinkes (below left) in the political
candidates division and the “Jingle Bell Favorite” being Elite Home Health (below right)..

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

JCQUNTNE;HIE

Submitted photos/PC4-H

4-H BANQUET RECOGNITION ... The Pike County 4-H program held its annual banquet on
Thursday, Dec. 11. Pictured above is the group of senior members, while (left) Betty Woodley is
pictured with Extension Chair Eva Langley after being named “Friend of 4-H” for 2025.



Wednesday, December 24, 2025

Murfreesboro Diamond

Giving the gift of health to yourself

Pike County Extension offers affordable fitness programs beginning in January

If you're aiming to be more active in the new year, Pike Coun-
ty Extension has some great opportunities for you. Beginning in
January, Pike County Extension will offer affordable, research-
based exercise programs designed to help residents improve
strength, balance, flexibility, and overall well-being.

In Glenwood, an Extension Get Fit class will meet at the Bai-
num Library Community Room every Tuesday and Thursday at
9:00 a.m. Extension Get Fit is a research-based, safe, structured,
and affordable community strength training program. While it
is especially targeted to midlife and older Arkansans, it is appro-
priate for adults of all ages and fitness levels, with modifications
available to meet individual needs.

Each session includes a warm-up, eight to ten strengthening
exercises, and a cool-down. Participants benefit from a support-
ive group environment that encourages consistency, confidence,
and progress.

Based on the latest research, Extension Get Fit is designed to
improve strength, balance, and flexibility while helping partici-
pants reduce their risk of falls and maintain independence as
they age. Regular participation can increase energy levels, sup-
port healthy weight management, and help decrease joint and
muscle pain. Most importantly, the program helps participants
feel better overall both physically and mentally, making every-
day activities easier and more enjoyable.

Following the Tuesday and Thursday EGF strength training
classes, a Chair Yoga class will be offered at 10:30 a.m. Chair
yoga is ideal for those looking to improve posture, increase flex-
ibility, and enhance balance while avoiding injury. Because a
well-rounded fitness routine includes both flexibility and bal-
ance exercises, chair yoga is a gentle and effective complement
to strength training.

Informational meetings will be held on January 6 and Janu-
ary 8 from 9:00-12:00 at the Bainum Library Community Room.
Interested participants are encouraged to attend either day to
learn more about the program, ask questions, and get signed
up. The cost for either class is $20 for the entire year, making
these programs accessible and affordable for the community.
Proceeds from these funds go towards supporting local classes
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UBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF DELIGHT

The Town of Delight, AR is soliciting competitive bids for
Commercial Food. Interested suppliers must submit a pro-
posal in accordance to solicitation documents posted www.

bidnetdirect.com/ /townofdelight or http://www.coretrust-

pg.com/public-sector/solicitations. Responses must be re-
ceived by 3:00 pm CT on 02/05/2025. An online pre-solicita-

tion meeting will be held on 1/8/2025.

(k.a.k. 57w, 25)
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PIKE COUNTY EXTENSION

and training volunteer leaders. Scholarships are available.

An evening Extension Get Fit strength training class will be
offered in Murfreesboro with times and dates to be announced
in January.

Whether you're new to exercise or looking to stay active and
independent as you age, Pike County Extension’s fitness pro-
grams offer a welcoming and supportive way to invest in your
health. Start the year moving in the right direction and join your
neighbors in building a healthier Pike County. Check with your
local extension office to learn about classes in your county. In
Pike County call if you have any questions or need more infor-
mation. (870) 285-2161.

This week's recipe is in anticipation of New Year’s Day. Enjoy!

RECIPE OF THE WEEK:
BLACK-EYED PEAS (FOR GOOD LUCK)

Ingredients

EVA LANGLEY, FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENGES AGENT
FAMILY « NUTRITION - FOOD SAFETY « FINANCE  FITNESS & HEALTH

* 1 pound dried black-eyed peas

* % pound smoked meat — hog jowl meaty ham hocks,
smocked neckbones or smoked ham

* ] teaspoon salt

* /2 teaspoon pepper

* 4 tablespoons butter

* Pepper sauce, for seasoning at the table

Instructions

1. In a large bowl, cover the peas with water and soak for 1
hour. Drain the peas and discard the soaking water.

2. Place the meat in a 2-quart saucepan and add 2 ¥ cups wa-
ter. Bring the water to a boil, then reduce the heat to medium
low. Cover the pot and cook the meat for 30 minutes. Add the
salt and pepper and the peas to the meat and cook until the peas
are soft and the liquid has thickened, about 45 minutes. When
done, add the butter and serve.
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Submitted photos

LOCALS TAKE PART IN PLAY ... (above) Bekah Wilson, Eva Langley and Henry Wilson were all involved in the recent Hot
Spring’s Pocket Theater play The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. Bekah directed the play, Henry was one of the disreputable Herds-

man kids. Langley was the out of commission bossy church lady,
Mrs. Armstrong. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever is a story
about the Herdman children — widely considered the “worst kids
in the world” who unexpectedly take over the church’s annual
Christmas pageant and surprise everyone by making it better
than ever. This was the first play directed by Bekah although
she has been an assistant director for other plays and acted in
several as well. She has a role in the upcoming You Can’t Take
it With You play in February. Henry has participated in two of the
Pocket Theater’'s summer acting camps for kids and before this
role, he was Thomas O’Mally in the Summer’25 production of
The Aristocats. This was Langley’s first play at the Pocket and
it was really special to be in the theater with my daughter and
grandson. Bekah is an Art and Music Teacher at the Cossatott
River School District Umpire Campus where Henry (pictured
left) is also a student.

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY,
ARKANSAS
CIVIL DIVISION

RICKY MCCAULEY PLAINTIFF
vS. Case No. 55CV-25-120
ANY UNKNOWN PERSON

CLAIMING AN INTEREST
IN THE PROPERTY AT ISSUE

DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF QUIET TITLE ACTION

Notice is hereby given that a Petition has been filed in the
office of the Circuit Clerk of Pike County, Arkansas to quiet
and confirm title in and to the following described property
in Pike County, Arkansas:

Pike County Parcel 640-00054-000

Lots one (1) and Two (2) in Block Twenty-two (22) in
O.M. LeFevers Development, according to plat thereof
recorded in Deed Record Book 82 at page 642 of the Deed
Records of Pike County, Arkansas, same being part of and
located in the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter
(NW1/4 NE1/4) of Section Thirteen (13), in Township Six
(6) South, in Range Twenty-seven (27) West.

This conveyance is made and accepted subject to all
restrictions, reservations, covenants, conditions, rights-of-
way, and easements now of record, if any, in Pike County,
Arkansas, affecting the above-described property.

Any person claiming any title or interest of any kind
to such property is hereby notified to appear herein on
or before January 15, 2026, to assert his title or interest in
such property and to demonstrate why title to this property
should notbe quieted and confirmed in RICKY MCCAULEY,
Plaintiff herein.

WITNESS my hand and seal of the Court on this 15 day
of December 2025.

Sabrina Williams,
Pike County Circuit Clerk

(d.b. 252w, 25,26,27,28)

Latimer Funeral Home
in Nashville
Is offering personalized ornaments
to families who have lost loved ones
during this past year.

Stop by this Christmas season, and
take an ornament from our
Remembrance Tree, which is
located in our foyer.
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Each ornament was hand made by
our staff and has been personalized
with your loved one’s name, date of

birth and date of death.

Latimer Funeral Home
115 E. Hempstead « Nashville - 870-845-2233
1211 Anthony Ave « Nashville - 870-285-2194
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Murfreesboro Waterworks is a public water system
subject to regulations under the Federal Safe Drinking Water
Act. Those regulations require the notification of customers
whenever a violation occurs, and is the basis for this notice.

Only 2 of the required 3 valid bacteriological sample re-
sults, were received during July 2025.

The United Sates Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
sets drinking water standards and has determined that the
presence of total coliform is a possible health concern.

The water system did not conduct the required monitoring
or obtain valid results for total coliform bacteria during this
time period and therefore cannot be sure of the quality of the
drinking water at that time.

Failure to meet this requirement does not necessarily mean
that the water is unsafe or that alternate sources of water
should be used.

The water system has submitted all of the required bacte-
riological samples prior to and after July 2025. All samples
taken were found in compliance with the drinking water
standards set forth by the United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

Should you have ant questions concerning this notice, con-
tact the Water System at (870) 285-2655 or the Engineering
Section of the Department of Health at (501) 661-2623.

Copies of the bacteriological notice may be obtained at the
office during regular business hours or by visiting the link
http:/ / murfreesboro.municipalimpact.com/ public-notices.

This publication was paid for by the Murfreesboro Water Department.
The amount paid is $101.70 (m.w, 226w 24,25)
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Submitted photos/MHS

AN EAST CHRISTMAS ... Murfreesboro high school's EAST Rattlers finished their project Christmas tree, where students were
asked to make a logo that represents their current project or skill.
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Submitted photos/MHS

ROBOTS IN THE
HALLS ... “Just a nor-
mal day at MHS... robots
running around the high
school hallways!” said
advisor Melissa Cor-
nish. Students are pro-
gramming their robots to
navigate a delivery route
to another classroom,
simulating real-world
delivery challenges.
They’re putting their
skills to work as they:
apply coding and prob-
lem-solving to real-world
scenarios, practice al-
gorithms for navigation,
obstacle detection, and
decision-making and
strengthen teamwork
and communication
skills

WATCHERS

PIKE COUNTY
BY RICK FLOYD

The search for the Christmas star

It was thirty years ago this month that the Hubble Space Tele-
scope spent ten days focused on a tiny patch of “empty” space
taking the now iconic Hubble Deep Field image. The image re-
vealed 3,000 galaxies brought to light by the long telescopic ex-
posure in a section of sky only the size of the nail of your pinkie
finger held at arms length. That image and others that followed
changed astronomy and what we know about the universe.
Those “empty” spaces are full of galaxies far, far away.

Further back in time the New Testament book of Matthew was
written, and in it was the description of the nativity of Jesus. Part
of the narrative is about the star that appeared, and of the three
wise men who came to Bethlehem to investigate, and to bring
gifts, being certain of the portent of the celestial event.

There have been numerous dead-end attempts by modern
astronomers to discover, in the history of star and planet move-
ments, what the star was, but the other interesting star watching
aspect to the story does have some facts. That is of the men who
traveled from the east following the star. The King James ver-
sion of the Bible translated the Greek word Magoi from a Greek
language version of Matthew to wise men. The word Magi that
we see often is Latin borrowed from the Greek word. The Greek
word actually has its roots in the Old Persian word Magus.

That early root takes us to Persia (present day Iran) and to
where the three Magi probably came from. In Persia at that time
there was in Zoroastrianism, an ancient Persian monotheistic re-
ligion, a priestly caste. These priests paid particular attention to
the movements of stars and planets in a way that we now call as-
trology. Astrology and astronomy even today are often confused.
Astrology two thousand years ago was considered the science of
things celestial, but from it evolved an interest in the actual sci-
ence of the things out there. Astrology, still practiced today, is a
non-scientific practice that uses the positions of stars and planets
as the basis of its belief that those celestial positions can influence

people’s daily lives. Astronomy, on the other hand, is the scien-

9 tific study of celestial objects and the universe. Astronomy owes

alot to the astrologers of old, as we have gone from horoscopes to

1 telescopes. The word Magi, by the way, is the root of the English
word magic.
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UAMS

Arkansas
Bl s sl sk

Open Enrollment Period

NOVEMBER 1 - JANUARY 15

If you need individual or
family health insurance,
call or come by today!

Dr. Amber Norris is an assistant professor in the UAMS
Department of Family and Preventive Medicine who treats
patients at UAMS East Regional Campus in Helena.

Q: How serious is meningitis?

A: Meningitis is a swelling of the
membranes that surround the
brain and spinal cord. The
condition differs from
encephalitis, which is the
inflammation of the brain tissue.
Meningitis can be a life-
threatening illness and requires
immediate treatment.

light and vomiting. Infants
affected by meningitis may have
a low appetite, be irritable, have
low energy, or sleepiness or
trouble waking from sleep.
Hearing or vision loss, kidney
failure, seizures and sepsis are
possible complications of
meningitis.

Bacteria and viruses are common
causes of meningitis.
Autoimmune disorders such as
lupus or rheumatoid arthritis, a
side effect of certain
medications, a head injury, fungi
or parasites can also cause
meningitis. Those at risk for
meningitis include people under
the age of five or older than 65,
those with weakened immune
systems, or people who live in
groups where germs spread
quickly.

Bacterial meningitis requires
treatment with antibiotics. Viral
meningitis will generally resolve
itself with rest, fluids and
medications to relieve body
aches and fever. Corticosteroids
are an option if the condition is
caused by an autoimmune
disease. Visit a health care
provider if symptoms do not
subside, particularly in the case
of bacterial meningitis.

We can help!

Lisa Chandler Insurance
705 S. Main ¢ Nashville

870-845-5930
Insurance #1264226

Soliciting agent for Arkansas Blue Cross.
Plans available only to residents in Arkansas.

Symptoms include fever,
headache, nausea, sensitivity to

Email your health questions to housecall@uams.edu.
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Obituaries

Randy])oy “Woody™ Woodall 8 Delight

Randy Doy  “Woody”
Woodall age 68, of Delight, Ar-
kansas passed away on Friday,
December 12, 2025, in Delight,
Arkansas. He was born on Oc-
tober 16, 1957, in Eugene, Or-
egon, the son of the late Doy
Woodall and Lorene Marshall
Woodall.

Woody was a member of
the First Baptist Church in
Delight. He believed in hard
work and was a Master elec-
trician by trade and enjoyed
working on his land. During
his free time, he enjoyed rid-
ing Harleys and spending time
with dogs Buddy and Junior.

In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by

his wife of thirty-nine years
Nona Woodall.

Survivors include two sons
Grant Woodall and wife Becca,
Zane Woodall and wife Whit-
ney all of Delight, AR; grand-
children Ella Gatliff, Brooks
Woodall of Delight, AR, Ariel
McGahey of Murfreesboro,
AR, Isis Woodall and Eden
Woodall of Delight, AR. as
well as many friends.

Visitation was held on
Thursday, December 18, at Lat-
imer Funeral Home in Mur-
freesboro.

Graveside services were
held on Friday, December 19,
at Delight Cemetery, with Bro.
Bryan Sellers officiating, under
the direction of Latimer Funer-
al Home in Murfreesboro.

Pallbearers were Mike
Ruchalski, Tommy Woodall,
Waylon Melson, Josh Ratcliff,
Rob Starling, and Jimmie Hen-
derson.

Honorary pallbearers were
Gill Johnson, Pooh Ruchalski,
Eddie Woodall and William
“Red” Henderson

You may send an online
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com

Domlhy Bmck Mlller {4 Murfreeshoro

Dorothy ~ Brock  Miller,
age 74, of Murfreesboro, Ar-
kansas passed away on Fri-
day, December 19, 2025, in
Hot Springs, Arkansas. She
was born August 19, 1951, in
Murfreesboro, Arkansas the
daughter of the late CE Brock
Jr. and Ruby Jean Duncan
Brock.

Dorothy loved her God;
she would begin her day at
5:00 a.m. every morning with
her Bible and cup of coffee. She
was a very active member of
Trinity Baptist Church where
she served in many parts of
the church including assistant
song leader. Mrs. Miller also
enjoyed being a part of the

Lady Auxiliary.

Survivors include her
husband Darrell Miller of
Murfreesboro; two sons Mat-
thew Miller of Murfreesboro,
and James Cameron Brock
of Nashville; two brothers
James Edward Brock, John
Mark Brock and wife Tammy,
one niece Amanda Brock all
of Murfreesboro; as well as a
number of cousins and friends.

Visitation was held on
Monday, December 22, 2025,
at Latimer Funeral Home in
Murfreesboro.

Funeral services began at
10:00 a.m. Monday, December
22, 2025, at Latimer Funeral
Home in Murfreesboro, with
Bro. Curtis Abernathy and
Jeff Hale officiating, burial fol-
lowed in the Pleasant Home
Cemetery, under the direction
of Latimer Funeral Home in
Murfreesboro.

Pallbearers were Mark
Brock, Jeff Hale, James West,
Justice West, Eric Campbell,
and Steven Turner.

You may send an online
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com

SMALL ADS DO WORK ...

YOU JUST READ ONE!
CALL TO PLACE YOURS - 870-285-2123

ATIMER

FUNERAL HOME

.Vﬂ'{bf}‘fy Families Gonnect, Honore & Remenmber

BURIAL INSURANCE » MONUMENTS ¢ PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANS

NASHVILLE

&\'f

(870) 845-2233 =

MURFREESBORO
(870) 285-2194

P.O. Box 298 Nashville, Arkansas 71852
1211 Anthony Ave., Murfreesboro, Arkansas 71958

www.latimerfuneralhome.com
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
PRESCHOOL

MRS. ASHLEY’S

PRE-K CLASS LETTERS

Dear Santa,
I want a t-rex.
Love, Briar Runyon

Dear Santa,
I want a bunny ring.
Love, Emberlyn Harris

Dear Santa,
I want a dinosaur.
Love, Anna Grace Furr

Dear Santa
I want a real gun.
Love, Kellar Oliveira

Dear Santa,
[ want a baby, a baby bottle and a baby crib.
Love, Saige Morris

Dear Santa,
I want a baby and a baby bottle.
Love, Vera Smith

Dear Santa,
I want a dinosaur.
Love, Crue Cox

Dear Santa,

I want a Maxx stuffy. That is what my mom
said I should ask for.

Love, Hallie Hoover

Dear Santa, I want candy.
Love, Jim Slatton

Dear Santa,

I want a nut cracker for Christmas. Callen
is my brother he is so sweet and sometimes he
bites me, but I love him.

Love, Cannon Campbell

Dear Santa,
I want a Grave Digger with a remote control.
Love, Miles Wofford

MRS. PAIGE’S
PRE-K CLASS LETTERS

Dear Santa,

Me and Pipey want roller skates cause I wan-
na roll. I want a pretend doggy. I want Christ-
mas Cookies for my birthday. My baby Beckett
is a baby and he wants a tractor. Santa I have
been so good, I only got a few spankins.

Love, Parker Williamson

Dear Santa,

All T want for Christmas is a blue yo-yo. I
have been 2 thumbs up good and I am going to
be good next time too.

Love, Cameron McRae

Dear Santa,

I want a big doll house and little dolls and
makeup. I saw you the nother day. My doll is
broken she has no legs so I need a new pink
doll. Tlove you so much and you are so cute.

Love, Ruby Dixon

Dear Santa

I want a yellow tractor and a yellow bailer. I
also want a dump truck. Do your reindeer like
carrots? I really like Mater and Lightning Mc-
Queen, they are my 2 favorite guys. I was really
good this year.

Love, Tripp Terrell

Dear Santa,

I want a train for animals with gocarts for
them to ride in. A real tree with a switch for the
lights to turn on. I have 2 Christmas Trees at
my house. I will leave you some cookies and a
drink out and some carrots for your reindeer.

Love, Fisher Hinds

Dear Santa,

I want a toy car, and a unicorn and a train,
and a lion, elephant, and a cheetah and a octo-
pus. I have been so so good. I am 3 years old.
My mom wants a jet and my dad would like a
race car too.

Love, Hattie Posey

Dear Santa,

I am Grant I am 4. For Christmas I want a
dump truck. I think I have been good.

Love, Grant Hoover

Dear Santa,

I want a blue tractor with a cab and a hay
bailer. Also I want a tractor that has a bucket
and forks to scoop up dirt on my big road at
home. T want to help my dad and mom and
Granny be a farmer. I am going to work on be-
ing more good next year.

Love, Thomas Morris

Dear Santa,

I want a choo choo train that you have to put
batteries in that goes fast fast fast. I want you to
bring me some candy to eat. I like dinosaurs too
but only big ones.

Love, Rowlan Stone

Dear Santa,

I want some bicycles and a bus. I want a new
pretty dress thats a mermaid. Kasey wants a
big dress. | want a makeup too. CC wants a BIG
BIG BIG makeup.

Love, Blakleigh Harris

Dear Santa,

Santa Clause you love me. Will you bring me
a toy broom so I can help my mama and dad-
dy? I'want it to be red please. I want the Dragon
that is in the book store in the box. I will leave
you some sugar cookies and chocolate milk.
Yum Yum Yum!

Love, Roman Goolsby

Dear Santa,

I have been good at my house. You are my
very best friend. For Christmas I want a toy ri-
fle and a phone. When I get bigger I will use my
phone, T will keep it at Beautys til i get older.
My baby sister Ellie wants a baby doll and a
toy car with a remote control. I will leave you
some cookies and some carrots for your rein-
deer. And i am going to leave you a present and
its going to be a little baby Christmas tree, one
for you and one for your Reindeer.

Love, Rylan Holder

Dear Santa,

Hi! I want a game pad. Hayes wants a David
costume. I made you a present, its up on my
refrigerator. You get it when you come to my
house.

Love, Silas Burke

MURFREESBORO ELEMENTARY
MRS. HOLDER’S
KINDERGARTEN CLASS

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Laycen Watts and I am 5 years
old. I live in Arkansas. This year I have been
really good. I would really like it if you could
bring me a drone, cat clothes, and an angel fish.
Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Piper Williamson and I am 6
years old. I live in Nashville. This year I have
been really good. I would really like it if you
could bring me roller skates, a boy Barbie, and
a dirt bike. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Wyatt Smith and I am 5 years
old. I live in Murfreesboro. This year I have
been really good. I would really like it if you
could bring me a shark nerf gun, a robot with a
remote, and a dino mask that roars. Thank you
and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Rowan Gillard and I am 6 years
old. I live in Arkansas. This year I have been
really sweet. [ would really like it if you could
bring me a Lalabubu doll, a light beige Stanley
cup, and a princess snow globe. Thank you and
have a Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Josie Ren Kersey and I am 5
years old. I live in Murfreesboro. This year I
have been really good. I would really like it
if you could bring me K-Pop Demon Hunter
dolls, make-up, and a phone. Thank you and
Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Willa Dawn Kidd and I am 5
years old. I live in Arkansas. This year I have
been really good. I would really like it if you
could bring me a new scooter for my sister,
four toy dino eggs, and a My Life Doll that is a
teacher. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Raylee Mitchell and I am 6 years
old. I'live in Delight, Arkansas. This year I have
been really good. I would really like it if you
could bring me a Barbie van, Cooper the dog,
and Legos. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Starlett’ Joy Walker and I am 6
years old. I live with Daddy and NayNay. This
year I have been really good. I would really like
it if you could bring me new mermaid shoes, a
pencil, and a toy pool. Thank you and Merry
Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Rynlee Rae Sullivan and I am
5 years old. I live in Delight. This year I have
been really good and sweet. I would really like
it if you could bring me a hatching turtle egg
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toy with a momma, a Wednesday Barbie, and
a bunch of slime with lots of colors. Thank you
and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Evelyn Bates and I am 5 years
old. I live in Daddy’s house. This year I have
been really good. I would really like it if you
could bring me an Elsa toy, a Barbie house, and
a horse. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Brooklynn Young and I am 5
years old. I live in Murfreesboro. This year I
have been really good. I would really like it if
you could bring me a Bratz doll, a tiny umbrel-
la for myself, and a Barbie doll. Thank you and
Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Hazel Markcum and I am 5 years
old. I live in Arkansas. This year I have been
really good. I would really like it if you could
bring me a Barbie camper, a toy dog and a toy
cat.. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Brooks Woodall and I am 5 years
old. I'live in Delight, Arkansas. This year I have
been really good. I would really like it if you
could bring me dinosaurs, a Pokemon, and
Wild Kratts toys. Thank you and Merry Christ-
mas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Clyde Henfeson and I am 6 years
old. I live in Billstown, Arkansas. This year I
have been really good! I would really like it if
you could bring me a dirtbike, Minecraft legos,
and a toy elf. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

MRS. KIDD’S KINDERGARTEN CLASS

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Ace Cox. I am 6 years old. I live
in Murfreesboro . This year I have been really
good. I would really like it if you could bring
me a dog robot that shoots pellets, a Lambo-
rghini drift car, and a light up yoyo. Thank you
and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Atheina Kistler. I am 5 years old.
Ilive in Delight, AR . This year I have been real-
ly good! I would really like it if you could bring
me a gold riding remote car, Heelies shoes, and
walkie talkies. Thank you and Merry Christ-
mas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Bailey Shock. I am 5 years old.
I live in Murfreesboro. This year I have been
really good. I would really like it if you could
bring me a Rumi plushie, a Barbie dream
house, and Huntrix stickers. Thank you and
Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Blakleigh French. I am 5 years
old. I live in Nashville. This year I have been
really good. I would really like it if you could
bring me roller skates, a bicycle, and KPop
dolls. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Briar Jackson. I am 5 years old.
I live in Delight. This year I have been really
good. I would really like it if you could bring
me a four wheeler, a dirt bike, and a remote car.
Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Canton Breshears. I am 5 years
old. I live in Arkansas. This year I have been
really good. I would really like it if you could
bring me a real Lambo, a Dodge truck, and a
motorcycle or dirt bike. Thank you and Merry
Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Carolina Scott. I am 5 years old.
I live in Nashville. This year I have been really
good. I would really like it if you could bring
me a doll house and dolls, doctor toys, and a
pink ball. Thank you and Merry Christmas.
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Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Kenlee Cross. I am 5 years old.
I live in Delight. This year I have been really
good. I would really like it if you could bring
me an iPad, Barbie color reveal, and more baby-
dolls. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Maverick Cox. I am 6 years old.
I live in Pike City. This year I have been really
good. I would really like it if you could bring
me a cyber truck, big trucks, and a green SXS.
Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Rosemae Boham. I am 5 years
old. I'live in Delight, Arkansas. This year I have
been really cute. I would really like it if you
could bring me Hello Kitty toys, Bluey toys,
and a toy gingerbread house. Thank you and
Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Turner Shanks. I am 6 years old.
I live in Murfreesboro, Arkansas. This year I
have been really good! I would really like it if
you could bring me a turf pad to golf on and
a square trampoline. Thank you and Merry
Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Vontez Franklin. I am 6 years old.
Ilive in Prescott, AR. This year I have been real-
ly not in control of how good I've been. I would
really like it if you could bring me legos, Zelda
toys, and Sonic the Hedgehog toys. Thank you
and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Wrath Quiroz. I am 5 years old. I
live in Murfreesboro. This year I have been real-
ly good. I would really like it if you could bring
me two Hulk punching hands, a superman
costume with a cape, and a spiderman costume
with gloves. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Yaritza Hernandez. I am 7 years
old. T live in Murfreesboro. This year I have
been really good with everyone. I would really
like it if you could bring me toys, shoes, a new
backpack, and something for my teacher too,
and barbies. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

MRS. MAAG’S KINDERGARTEN CLASS

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Remington Mills, and I am 5
years old. I live in Arkansas. This year I have
been really good. I would really like it if you
could bring me baby dolls, Barbie house and an
[Pad. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Ember Gatliff, and I am 5 years
old. I'live in Delight, Arkansas. This year I have
tried to be good. I would really like it if you
could bring me a toy T-Rex dinosaur, please, a
scooter, please and a bicycle, please. My other
bike is too small. Thank you and Merry Christ-
mas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Conner Buck, and I am 5 years
old. I live in Blevins and Murfreesboro, Arkan-
sas. This year I have been really good. I would
really like it if you could bring me an ATV, “a
real one”, a toy feed truck, with a feed trailer,
and a rifle to go hunting. Thank you and Merry
Christmas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Sutten Womack, and [ am 6 years
old. I'live in Murfreesboro, Arkansas. This year
I have been really good. I would really like it if
you could bring me a baby stroller, 3 Chelsea
dolls with clothes and skates-not rollerblades.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!
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Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Edith Thomas, and [ am 5 years
old. I'live in Murfreesboro, Arkansas. This year
I have been really good. I would really like it if
you could bring me some dolls, a carseat for my
babies and a cotton candy machine. Thank you
and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Max Williams, and I am 6 years
old. I'live in Delight, Arkansas. This year [ have
been really good. I would really like it if you
could bring me a gumball machine, Robux (Ro-
blox gift card) and a mini fridge with Dr. Pep-
per inside. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Allie Kay Brown, and I am 6
years old. I live in Murfreesboro, Arkansas.
This year I have been really good. I would re-
ally like it if you could bring me some make-up,
aTV in my room, and pink pajamas. Thank you
and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Nora Kosters, and I am 5 years
old. I'live in Murfreesboro, Arkansas. This year
I have been really good. I would really like it if
you could bring me a doll, some heels and Bal-
lerina slippers. Thank you and Merry Christ-
mas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Nayte Bates, and I am 7 years
old. I'live in Murfreesboro, Arkansas. This year
I have been really good. I would really like it if
you could bring me a train set with a control-
ler, the Sonic Dr. Eggman and Black and white
Robot Crab. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Reece Bromley, and I am 6
years old. I live in Kirby, Arkansas. This year
I have been really good! I would really like it
if you could bring me Spider-Man legos, a BB
gun and action figures. Thank you and Merry
Christmas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Ainsley Campbell, and I am 6
years old. I live in Billstown, Arkansas. This
year I have been really good. I would really like
it if you could bring me some K-pop Demon
Hunter stuff, a watch and video games. Thank
you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Kopelynn Cox, and I am 5 years
old. I'live in Murfreesboro, Arkansas. This year
I have been really good. I would really like it if
you could bring me a puppy, a Lububu, and a
make-up vanity. Thank you and Merry Christ-
mas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Eva Vaught, and I am 6 years old.
Ilive in Nathan, Arkansas. This year I have been
really good. I would really like it if you could
bring me a hulahoop, a Stitch pen, skin care and
perfume. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Farrah Wilson, and I am 5 years
old. T'live in Murfreesboro, Arkansas. This year
I have been really good. I would really like it if
you could bring me a fake turtle, a toy deer and
aJinu t-shirt. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

MRS. KUYKENDALL'S
FIRST GRADE CLASS

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Charli, and I am 7 years old. I live
in Murfreesboro. This year I have been really
good! I would like it if you could bring me new
earrings, a Nintendo Switch, and a puppy. How
is Mrs. Clause doing?

Love, Charli

87028553564

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Blakeleigh, and I am 7 years old.
I live in Delight. This year I have been really
good! I would like it if you could bring me a sil-
icone baby doll, Christmas sheets for your bed,
and stuffed bunny. Have a great Christmas!

Love, Blakeleigh

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Beau, and I am 6 years old. I live
in Delight. This year I guess I've been good this
year! I would like it if you could bring me a
compound bow and a 4-wheeler with big mud
tires. Thank you and Merry Christmas! I love
you!

Love, Beau

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Sage, and I am 6 years old. I live
in Murfreesboro. This year I have been really
good! I would like it if you could bring me a
rifle, a new lunchbox, and a new bow. Thank
you and Merry Christmas!

Love, Sage

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Zayla, and I am 6 years old. I
live in Billstown. This year I have been good!
I would like it if you could bring me a hov-
erboard, Barbies, and a Barbie Dream House.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Love, Zayla

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Asher, and Iam 6 years old. I live
in Murfreesboro. This year I have been good! I
would like it if you could bring me a Nintendo
Switch, a motorbike, and PS5. How many peo-
ple are on the naughty list?

Love, Asher

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Nathaniel, and I am 6 years old.
I live in Murfreesboro. This year I have been
good! I would like it if you could bring me a
BB gun pistol, V-Bucks, and aniPad. Thank you
and Merry Christmas!

Love, Nathaniel

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Callie, and I am 6 years old. I
live in between Delight and Murfreesboro.
This year I have been really good! I would like
it if you could bring me a toy baby reindeer, a
mama reindeer, and a daddy reindeer. You are
the best! I love you!

Love, Callie

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Hazel, and [ am 6 years old. I live
in Murfreesboro. This year I have been really
good! [ would like it if you could bring me a My
Mini Baby, clothes for my Roblox player, and a
LOL doll. Tell Rudolph I'said “hi!”

Love, Hazel

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Rowdy, and I am 7 years old.
I live in Murfreesboro. This year I have been
both good and bad. ! T would like it if you could
bring me Hot Wheels, a RC car, and a rug. Mer-
ry Christmas!

Love, Rowdy

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Rosalene, and I am 7 years old.
I live in Antoine. This year I have been really
good! I would like it if you could bring me a
baby puppy, cat clothes, and an iPad. Merry
Christmas, Santa!

Love, Rosalene

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Wyndell, and I am 7 years old. I
live in Delight. This year I have been really nice!
I would like it if you could bring me a stuffed
bunny, Christmas sheets, and a silicone baby
doll. Have a great Christmas!

Love, Wyndell

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Penny, and I am 7 years old. I
live in Murfreesboro. This year I have been both
good and bad! I would like it if you could bring
me a Labubu, a globe, and a diary. Tell the elves
I said hi! Merry Christmas!

Love, Penny

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Cooper, and I am 6 years old. I
live in Pike City. This year I have been good! I
would like it if you could bring me a Lego set
and an electric bike. How old are you, Santa?

Love, Cooper

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Lux, and I am 6 years old. I live
in Delight. This year I have been really good! I
would like it if you could bring me a Nintendo,
a new iPad, and an American Girl doll that
looks just like me. I love you, Santa!

Love, Lux

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Jones, and [ am 6 years old. I live
in Murfreesboro. This year I have been good!
I would like it if you could bring me my own
Nintendo Switch, a hoverboard, and a new
scooter. Merry Christmas, Santa

Love, Jones

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Roman, and I am 6 years old.
I live in Murfreesboro. This year I have been
good! I would like it if you could bring me a
dirt bike, a 4-wheeler, and a bike. Merry Christ-
mas!

Love, Roman

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is McKynzie and I am 7 years old.
I live in Murfreesboro. This year I have been
really good! I would like it if you could bring
me a 4-wheeler, gas to go in the 4-wheeler, and
a LaBubu. Please tell Rudolph hi!

Love, McKynzie

Dear Santa Clause,

My name is Violet, and I am 8 years old. I live
in Murfreesboro. This year I have been really
good! I would like it if you could let me go to a
gymnastics class. I really like gymnastics.

Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Love, Violet

MRS. MCDONALD’S CLASS

Dear Santa,

My name is Grayson. I would like a Sonic
costume and a Sonic remote control car and a
robot Sonic costume also. I deserve these be-
cause I have been good all year and I am nice
to my brother. I will give your reindeer some
food and I will leave you milk and cookies and
1 piece of candy.

Love, Grayson Coleman

Dear Santa,

My name is Layken and I am 6 years old. I
want a Barbie car, a Barbie house, and I want a
Barbie doll. I deserve these because I help my
classmates in the library. I am going to leave
Santa some milk, hot chocolate, and mints.

Love, Layken Ables

Dear Santa,

My name is Taylor and I would like a toy re-
mote control side-by-side and a PS5. I deserve
these because I play with my brothers. T will
leave you some milk and cookies.

Love, Taylor Agudio

Dear Santa,

My name is Yajayra and I am 7 years old. I
want a Barbie house, a Barbie car, and a Barbie
doll. I deserve these because I help my friends.
I am going to leave you cookies and milk and
some candy.

Love, Yajayra Reyes
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Dear Santa,

My name is Hunter and I am 6 years old. I
would like a phone, a monster truck with a re-
mote, and a robot, and a Bluey Hide and Seek
game. [ would also like some flash cards. I de-
serve these things because I helped my mom
wash the dishes and I help her cook. My mom
and I will leave you some cookies and milk.
Your elves make the coolest toys!

Love, Hunter Crocker

Dear Santa,

My name is Mason and I am 6 years old. I
would like a PS5 and a gold chain. I deserve
these things because I have been good. I am go-
ing to leave you cookies and milk.

Love, Mason Cheek

Dear Santa,

My name is Pyasleigh and I am 6 years old.
I would like a Barbie car, an iPad, and a Barbie
doll. T deserve these because I help my mom
with my sisters. How do your elves make all
those toys so fast?

Love, Pyasleigh Copeland

Dear Santa,

My name is Skylar and I am 7 years old. I
would like a pink hoverboard and a pink skate-
board. I deserve these because I help Nana get
things out of the car. T am going to leave you a
big, giant cookie and a big glass of milk! I love
you, Santa!

Love, Skylar Jackson

Dear Santa,

My name is Jaxson and I am 7 years old. I
would like a monster truck and a toy side by
side. I deserve these because I have been good
and I help out at home. I am going to leave you
some milk and cookies.

Love, Jaxson Schoenberger

Dear Santa,

My name is Julia and I am 6 years old. I
would like a tablet. I deserve this because I
help my mama and daddy clean the house and
make the beds. I will leave you milk and cook-
ies. I love you dear Santa.

Love, Julia Smillie

Dear Santa,

My name is Carlos and I am 7 years old. I
would like an iPad and a dinosaur. I deserve
these because I help my mom clean the house
and clean the table and wash the dishes.

Love, Carlos Ibanez

Dear Santa,

My name is Payton and I am 6 years old. I
would like fake nails, Cowboy boots, and a
Cowboy hat. I deserve these gifts because I love
my mom. Thank you Santa for being so kind.

Love, Payten Argo

Dear Santa,

My name is Emma and I am 6 years old. I
want an iPad and that’s all. I deserve this be-
cause I have been good. I love you, Santa! I will
leave you cookies and milk.

Love, Emmaline Walker

Dear Santa,

My name is Bentley and I am 6 years old. I
would like a real side-by-side, an electric bike,

and a robot. I deserve these because I help vac-
uum the floors. I will leave you some milk and
cookies. I love you, Santa!

Love, Bentley Wastian

Dear Santa,

My name is Rhett. I would like a robot, di-
nosaur, and a remote control snake. I deserve
these things because I have been helping my
classmates draw a book. Where do the reindeer
come from? I will bring cookies and milk for
you on a Christmas plate with Santa on it.

Love, Rhett Kosters

MRS. HOOD'’S 2ND GRADE CLASS

Dear Santa,
Here is a list of items my kids would like this

year. They’ve been super good!!
Love, Mrs. Hood

Avary Dinger- art supply kit, mini travel
white board, Expo markers

Carson Gwynne - gas powered bike with all
of the gear, Nike tennis shoes

Rhett Haney - Labubu, Fortnite for Ninten-
do, and for Rip to come back to life

Bryson Holder - playhouse, pet fish, ramps
and helmet for motorcycle

Leighton Hoover - skin care products, box of
Fidgets, and makeup

Marilyn Lowry - little home, some markers
and cling pages, unicorn stuffed animal

Sawyer Posey - PS5, dirt bike, and Hover-
board

Addison Pruitt - Squishmallow, Fidgets, cot-
ton candy machine

Titus Rodgers -toy robot, a new lunchbox, a
new hat

Jax Summers - go cart, puppy, Hunting Call
of the Wild game

Dawson Vancamp - princess coloring book,
diamond ring, Squishmallow

Otto Vitzthum - PS5, mini tv, PS5 controller

Jace Watson - go cart, a BB gun with a scope,
baseball bag

Darlin White - Gir plush from Invader, DS,
hare animal mask

Jason Whitten - iPhone 16 Pro, XBox, small
dirt bike

Dylan Wilson - Huntrix dolls, bike, Taylor
Swift shirt

MS. SYNCO’S 2ND GRADE CLASS

Dear Santa,

Hi Santa. You are good. How are you doing?
I can’ t wait to see Rudolph. Please bring me
Legos, a nerf gun, and a target.

Love, Garrett Melson

Dear Santa,

You have been so kind. I can’t wait to give
you carrots for your reindeer. I want an iPhone,
a pet cat, and a ducky plushie.

Love, Van Paruk

Elect Randy Lamb
1ke County Sheriff

Dear Santa,

I think I have been a good boy this year. I
think that Dasher is the best reindeer. Please
bring me an MVP necklace, an iPad and a gas
dirt bike.

Love, Gatlin Scott Frachiseur

Dear Santa,

Hello, how have you been? I will have milk
and cookies waiting. Can I please have blue air
pods, alight blue gaming chair, and a computer
please.

Love, Grayson Buss

Dear Santa,

Ilove you, Santa. How are you doing? I hope
you have a great Christmas. I hope you have a
Christmas Spirit. Please bring me shoes, tram-
poline and a dirt bike. Have a good Christmas.

Love, Dlaney Rymer

Dear Santa,

I love you Santa and I love your kindness.
You are very cool. Please give me an iPad, pc
and an elf. T hope you have a good Christmas
Eve Santa. I love you, Santa. Goodbye.

Love, Kolton Jackson

Dear Santa,

I hope you have a good Christmas. I'll leave
treats for you and the reindeer. Please bring me
an iPad.

Love, Geordyn Nicole Hutcherson

Dear Santa,

I can’t wait to give you cookies and milk on
Christmas. I can’t wait to open my presents on
Christmas. Please bring me a VR, a dirt bike, an
iPhone, a dog, and a go-cart.

Love, Aiden Lee Markham

Dear Santa,

I have been so nice. I will bring you cookies.
I want 10 Labubus, 3 Roblox cards and a ginor-
mous duck stuffie.

Love, Alana Nuttall

Dear Santa,

I am happy to see you. How are you doing?
Please, I want a gold necklace, a labubu, and a
dirt bike.

Love, Leo Hernandez

Dear Santa,

Thank you for giving everyone presents. You
are so kind. I hope you have a great Christmas!
Santa, please can I have a gun target, a dirt
bike, and an iPhone 17 pro.

Love, Connor Wayne Deal

Dear Santa,

I can’t wait to give you cookies and milk.
How are your reindeer? Santa, I really want a
VR. I also want a switch case and makeup. I
hope you can make them.

Love, Renee’ Mirabelle Floyd

Dear Santa,

I can’t wait to give you milk and cookies on
Christmas Eve. I can’t wait for you to come. I
really want art supplies, 10 Labubus, and the
mini brands.

Love, Kenzie Boyd

Dear Santa,

How have you been this year? I can’t wait for
when you get here. Please bring me a go-cart, a
Lego set, and a Labubu. Thank you, Santa.

Love, Bradley Young

Dear Santa,

I love you, Santa. I can't wait for you to
come. Please bring me a Nintendo switch. Also,
please bring me an iPhone and a cat.

Love, Tristan Boham

Dear Santa,

How have you been this year? I can’t wait for
you to come! Comet is the best reindeer. This
Christmas, can you please give me a cow print
saddle for my horse. Also, I want skincare and
a jewelry kit.

Love, Lyndee Francis

MRS. SMITH’S 2ND GRADE CLASS

Anna Argo:
Fake nails, Christmas Pj’s, Shoes

Bryson Ballentine:
Dragon Truck with wings, Monsters trucks,
Hot wheels track

Aleah Bobo:
Baby doll, Barbies, Huntrix girl toys

Browdy Copeland:
Would be Grateful for anything -- game con-
troller, soccer ball, new backpack

Autumn Craven:
Tablet, airpods, new blanket

Teller Hill:
WWE set up, Army set up, Ronaldo soccer
ball

Kynleigh Hughes:
New doll house, Huntrix Girls, $100 to pay
Uncle Justin

Elijah Kuykendall:
Nintendo Switch, Oculus, New Xbox

Rebeca Lewis:
Toy Car you can sit in and drive around,
Heelys shoes, baby dolls

Leighton Matthews:
something to remind me of my cat, Zera,
Ipad, Malachi Barton barbie dall

Lukas Orr:
Toy Dino, Toy truck, New bicycle

Isaac Thomas:
GTA 6, Nintindo Switch 2, Call of Duty

John Vaught:
Robucks card, Xbox, Coal

Rylan Zelonis:
Pokemon cards, New Bicycle, VR Headset

Aubery Mills:
Ipad, Barbie House, Barbies

John Robert McMillian:
New Xbox Blue Wireless Controller, Xbox
charger, Nintendo 3DS

OO OO OO OO0

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus

The following is an editorial written by Francis P,
Church in 1897 that appeared in the New York Sun.

Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends
say that there is no Santa Claus. Papa says “If
you see it in the Sun, it is so.” Please tell me the
truth, is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia,

Your little friends are wrong. They have been
affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except what they see. They
think that nothing can be which is not compre-
hensible by their little minds.

All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s
or children’s, are little. In this great universe of
ours, man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intel-
lect, as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intelligence
capable of grasping the whole of truth and
knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists
as certainly as love and generosity and devo-
tion exist, and you know that they abound and
give to our life its highest beauty and joy.

Alas! How dreary would be the world if
there were no Santa Claus! It would be as drea-
ry as if there were no Virginias. There would be
no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this existence. We should
have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight.
The eternal light with which childhood fills the
world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus? You might as
well not believe in fairies! You might get your
Papa to hire men to watch all the chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even
if they did not see Santa Claus coming down,
what would that prove?

Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no

sign that there is no Santa Claus The most real
things in the world are those that neither chil-
dren nor men can see.

Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn?
Of course not, but that's no proof that they are
not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all
the wonders that are unseen and unseeable in
the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil cov-
ering the unseen world which not the stron-
gest man, or even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart.
Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can
push aside that curtain and view and picture
the supernatural beauty and glory beyond.

Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else as real and abiding.

No Santa Claus? Thank God he lives and
he lives forever. A thousand years from now,
maybe 10 times 10,000 years from now, he will
continue to make glad the hearts of children.

falll
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WINTERAID

Submitted photos/PC 4-H

WARM FOR THE HOLIDAYS ... After collection through-
out November, Pike County 4Hers have recently been busy
putting out blankets, gloves, hats, jackets and food in bless-
ing boxes across the county to help those in need stay a bit
more comfortable as the temperatures drop.

ot e

Submitted photos/MHS BAND

MERRY GRINCHMAS ... The Murfreesboro Rattler Band Boosters held a “Breakfast with the Grinch” fundraiser on Saturday,
Dec. 6 at First Christian Church in Murfreesboro. The menu included pancakes with sausage for the kids or a breakfast burrito op-
tions for the adults. Along with breakfast, there was also crafts/games set up for the attendees as well as pictures with the Grinch.

Submitted photos/MHS

WARMTH AND CHEER ... The Murfreesboro High School social media team spent a recent morning making the rounds with
the “Christmas Cart,” delivering homemade cookies and hot chocolate to the school’s teachers, administration, and cafeteria staff.
“It's our small way of saying thank you for everything you do for us Rattlers all year long,” said a team representative.

YOUR ONE-STOP FOR ADVERTISING . From our

The Nashville News-Leader and the Murfreesboro Diamond
CALL (870) 845-0600 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

family to yours

we wish you a

Mertry YOU JUST
stmas and @ RFAD ONE!

appy CALL THE
| DIAMOND T0
PLACE YOURS

dlmd#a,a,ay New Vear
From. Ouwe Famity lo Vourd
Nick and Ractel Fowlere Family

Fowler Auctioneers Inc.
Nick D. Fowler, Auctioneer AAL162

870-356-4848

FowlerAuctioneers.com
" SOLD IN 30 DAYS ™

NEXT WEEK
(870) 285-2123
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
—OOOOOARAOOOO-RAAOOOO—

Local residents asks when is off actually off?

Letter to Editor:

Our water is not safe

(... and not for the reason you think)

When I asked the Water Department to turn
off my water back in August 2024, I assumed
that “off” meant, well... off. Locked. Secured.
Untouchable. The kind of off you don't have to
think about again.

Fast-forward to October 20, 2025, when I had
it turned back on. Seven days later, I opened
my first bill — almost six hundred dollars. For
one week. In a building that wasn’t even open.

I sat there staring at the bill, wondering if
maybe my pipes had started bottling luxury
water on the side.

Eventually I learned something surprising:
when the Water Department “turns off” your
water, they apparently mean it in the loose, ca-
sual sense. As in, no lock. No seal. Just a friend-
ly suggestion that the water please stay off.

So ... it didn't.

Someone used water from my property for
over a year? Not me. Not my business. Not
anyone I know. Just ... mystery water usage.

The Water Department told me [ was respon-
sible and suggested a police report. The police
told me the opposite -- that if the system wasn’t
locked by the department, then the water
wasn’t technically “mine” to be stolen.

At this point, I'm just the person holding the
bill, blinking.

I've since had the water shut off again, and
this time I personally watched the lock go on.
I might even go visit it occasionally. We've
bonded.

Is this a case of water theft? A system glitch?
A pipe with a secret nightlife? No idea. But ap-
parently, whoever is responsible ... isn’t.

Dhorea Kencayd
Murfreesboro

QOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

Extension suggests higher beef prices coming

BY RYAN MCGEENEY
U of A System Division of Agriculture

LITTLE ROCK — American beef cow slaugh-
ter fell during the fall quarter by 19 percent
from the same period in 2024, according to U.S.
Department of Agriculture data released in the
wake of the recent federal shutdown.

James Mitchell, agricultural economist for
the University of Arkansas System Division of
Agriculture, said that while that may seem like
a significant drop-off, context is important.

“In 2023, we had a situation where produc-
ers were actively culling deep into their herds,”
Mitchell said. “In 2025, there are simply fewer
cows to slaughter.”

The January 2025 U.S. beef cow and heifer in-
ventories were lower than they had been since
1961, with approximately 27.9 million head.
The Mitchell forecasts a slaughter rate of about
42 percent for the year.

Record-low national beef herd sizes in the
United States have been a large part of the
record-high market prices producers have en-
joyed in 2025. Cattle feeders saw fed cattle pric-
es as high as $242 per cwt over the summer in
the Southern Plains, according to USDA.

Culling is a normal part of the beef produc-
tion business, Mitchell said, with producers
typically removing 10-20 percent of their herds
every year, in part because the cattle in ques-
tion are aging and less productive.

Between Aug. 30 and Nov. 15, U.S. produc-
ers slaughtered 543,586 head of cattle, Mitchell

said.

“We had strong profitability the last couple
of years,” he said. “Acknowledging that input
costs are still high, we’ve had a couple of years
of really good production and good pastures.”

More than any other segment of agriculture,
cattle production is cyclical. However, Mitchell
said, consumers shouldn’t look forward to beef
herd expansion in the near term.

“We might see some inventory changes in
January when the USDA inventory report
comes out,” he said. “But market prices are so
high, I think a lot of producers are happy with
selling cattle.”

None of this spells lower prices for consum-
ers in the near future, Mitchell said, even if op-
tions from South American producers have an
increased presence in U.S. grocery stores.

“With slaughter down, you have less lean
trimmings that you would use to make ground
beef,” he said. “And so what we've seen this
year is higher ground beef prices — and ground
has typically been a competitive product.”

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, ground chuck cost an average of $6.33
a pound in September 2025, up from $5.19 in
September 2023.

“The fact is that consumer prices are high,
and they're probably going to get higher”
Mitchell said.

To learn about extension programs in Arkan-
sas, contact the Pike County Cooperative Ex-
tension Service at (870) 285-2161 or visit www.
uaex.uada.edu.
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‘Dear Preacher’

By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ

ARE YOU STRIVING
DAILY

In order to be pleasing to
God on a daily basis we must
sacrifice, and we must closely
follow Him. Daily service re-
quires us to have a healthy
prayer life and to bring praises
to our God.

In Luke 9:23 we read these
words: If anyone desires to
come after ME, let him deny

my voice and my supplica-
tions. Because he has inclined
His ear to me, therefore, I will
call upon Him as long as I live.
David loved to praise God.

Psalm 119:164 - Seven
times a day I praise You, be-
cause of your righteous judg-
ments.

Each and every day we
should follow and live these
two scriptures. I Thessalo-

Submitted photos/AGFC

TAGGED ... Alligator gar being tagged before release to help with conservation efforts of this

prehistoric species in Arkansas.

AGFC taking applications for gar licenses

LITTLE ROCK — Anglers interested in hook-
ing into an epic-sized trophy fish can apply for
a2026 Alligator Gar Trophy Tag from now until
the end of 2025.

Many Arkansas anglers travel all the way to
the Gulf of Mexico each year in search of tro-
phy fish like tarpon and sailfish. Most don’t
know they are passing up a similar opportu-
nity right here in The Natural State.

While not truly a dinosaur, the alligator gar
was alive during the Cretaceous Period (145
million to 66 million years ago), and can take
decades to reach 6 feet long. They are the sec-
ond-largest species of freshwater fish in North
America, topped only by the white sturgeon.
They frequently grow longer than 7 feet and
weigh more than 200 pounds. The current al-
ligator gar sportfishing record is 215 pounds
caught from the Arkansas River in 1964, nearly
90 pounds heavier than the state’s next largest
Arkansas catch, a 128-pound paddlefish from
Beaver Lake in 2024.

Alligator gar can take years to reach the 36-
inch mark, and females aren’t able to reproduce
until they are 14 years old. Their slow maturity
rate, habitat loss due to dams and channeling

of large rivers, and an ill-fitting moniker as a
trash fish or predator of other game species
have hindered populations to the point where
extra caution is required for harvest.

Anyone may fish for alligator gar on a catch-
and-release basis, but an Alligator Gar Trophy
Tag (AGT) is required to keep an alligator gar
longer than 36 inches. Interested anglers can
submit an Alligator Gar Trophy Tag Applica-
tion (AGTA) for $5 by visiting the AGFC Li-
censing Catalog under “Fishing Stamps/Per-
mits” to be entered for one of 200 Alligator Gar
Trophy Tags available for the 2026 season. The
application period is open Dec. 1-31, and the
drawing will occur Jan. 2, 2026. Recipients will
be notified of their selection by email with in-
structions on how to claim their tag.

Alligator gar may not be taken from noon,
May 1-noon, July 1. All harvested alligator gar
must be temporarily tagged using a provided
Alligator Gar Possession Tag placed on the
dorsal fin before leaving the waterbody. All
harvested alligator gar must be reported within
12 hours of harvest via the internet through the
AGFC mobile app, similar to the game check
system used for deer.

QOO OO

Submitted photo

APPRECIATION FOR THE SENIOR CENTER ... East Delight EHC Club (standing) members
brought gifts to the Murfreesboro Senior Center employees (seated) recently.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

himself, and take up his cross
daily and follow ME.

Following Christ requires
action on our part. We must
faithfully serve in order to
grow and to have a hope of
heaven after this life.

Many times, we look to Bi-
ble characters for inspiration
to help us day to day in our
earthly lives. A great example

for us to look at in this case
is David. He was described
in scripture as a man after
God’s own heart. He teaches
us about praying and prais-
ing through his writings. We
should study and adhere to
David’s love for praying and
praising.

Psalm 116:1-2 - I love the
Lord, because He has heard

nians 5:17 - Pray without
ceasing.

Psalm 147:1 - Praise the
Lord! For it is good to sing
praises to our God; for it is
pleasant, and praise is beauti-
ful.

May God continue to rich-
ly bless each for us, and may
our days be happy ones.

Paid Advertisement

(870)285-2723 » mdiamond@windstream.net

MONDAY, DECEMBER 29 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31

Chili, baked potato, salad, cornbread, Cheeseburger on bun, potato wedges, let-
peaches tuce, tomato, onion, fruit crisp,

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30

Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more information
(870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day at 8 a.m. Carry out is now available for $6.00

Crispy onion chicken, sweet potatoes, broc-
coli, roll, angel food cake

Trinity Missionary
Baptist Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro

* Worship 11 a.m. ® Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.
* Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
*Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy

To reserve this space for your
church services or buginess...
Call Christy at
870-285-2723

Bank of Delig?{ht

503 E. Antioch St. De

ght

(870) 379-2293

Murfreesboro church
of Christ

305 S. Second Ave.

of facts taken from the Book
of II Kings intending to show

ALCOVE ON THE GARDEN WALL \ |9
some of the customs of these vE LY ON
| HIS TRAVELS THROUGH THE LAND...

ancient and traditional times|SQ HE CAN

The Shunammite’s Son 4| |5

REALIZING THAT ELISHA 1S A HOL)
MAN, A SHUNAMMITE WOMAN OF|
GREAT WEALTH HAS TAKEN TO
|FEEDING HIM WHENEVER HE
PASSES THROUGH HER CITY, NOW

Sun. Bible Study 9:30 ® Worship 10:20
Sun. eve. 6 p.m. ® Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.

Bro. Buddy Ray

WE SHALL PUT A

BED IN IT, AND A
STOOL, AND A CANDLE-
STICK, AND TABLE !

[TAND WHEN NEXT ELISHA STOPS BY FOR
N FOOD, HE 1S SHOWN THE ROOM THAT IS
I 1l WHENEVER HE COMES TO SHUNEM....

IRV
1yer

HIIl| THE PROPHET IS IMMENSELY
PLEASED WITH THE WOMAN'S
| KINDNESS AND, AS HIS FOLLOWER
AND ATTENDANT, GEHAZI, PREVARES
AMEAL, ELISHA PONPERS ON HOW
E MIGHT REPAY THIS THOUGHTFUL
ADY FOR HER GOOD DEEDS....

= e

..UNDER HER DIRECTIONS, A
SMALL ROOM 18 SOON CON-
STRUCTED BY THE SERVANTS
OF HER WEALTHY HUSBAND..
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BODY LANGUAGE
* -~ Theme Related Clue

ACROSS

1. Hot Springs and such

5. Belland ___ Barker

8. Wharton degree, acr.

11. Artist’s inspiration

12. *Move head to show attention
13. Angry growl

15. Shamu, e.g.

16. Diva’s number

17. Put on fancy dress (2 words)

18. *Making facial expression showing pain

20. Mine passage

21. Single-handedly

22. Assistance

23. Made according to specifications
26. Economizes

30. Biochemistry acr.

31. Aerie baby

34. Genesis skipper

35. Leaves out

37. *Some look up and to the right when tell-
ing one

38. Watcher

39. “The Forsyte ____” by John Galsworthy
40. Forty winks

42. Fraternity letter T

43.7Said “easy peasy” with fingers

45. Like a weight lifter, usually

47. Weasel-related onomatopoeia

48. Undo laces

50. Helicopter sound

52. *Showing low self-esteem or boredom
56. 100 centimes

57. Purl partner

58. From square one

59. Frustration, in a comic book

60. “At __, soldier!”

64. Frustrated driver’s recourse

DOWN

1. Urban haze

2. Make like a cat

3. Ascus, pl.

4. Same as sea moss (2 words)

5. Rice wine

6. Dress with a flare

7. Rudolph, when older

8. Famous Christmas guests

9. Like some champagnes

10. High mountain

12. Toyota truck model

13. Part of flight

14. *Showing agreement

19. Healing plants

22.Beina cast

23.*Show anger with arms

24. Unnerve

25. Eurasian antelope

26.”___ butnotheard”

27. Much, in Italy

28. Song of praise

29.*] don’t know” move
32.*One’s smiling because one’s ____
33. Intoxicated

36. *Showing impatience with fingers
38. Like retina and brain connecting nerve
40. Large edible mushroom

41. Keen

44. Nice place for a rocking chair
46. Reuse ideas

48. Forearm bones

49. Hustle and bustle sound

50. Sandwich alternative

51. Stay out of its way!

52. Place at angle

53. Gung-ho about something
54. Close by

CROSSWORD

Off First Month
of New Service!
Us )DE: GZ590

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

888-804-0913

61. Don’t go
62. Dashboard acr.
63. Like Willie Winkie

55. Gwyneth, for short
56. Opposite of #54 Down

1 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call BBE-B04-0913

© StatePoint Media
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Couch announces candidacy for county judge

PIKE COUNTY -- Nathan resident Keith
Couch has announced his plans to seek the of-
fice of Pike County judge in March 2026.

The following is his announcement:

“I am proud to officially announce my candi-
dacy for Pike County Judge. My name is Keith
Couch, I am 55 years old and a fifth-generation
Pike County resident. I live in Nathan with my
wife, Noelle, and our daughters, Karly and
Kaylie, and I am the son of Jerry and Johnnie
Couch, also of Nathan.

“For nearly 20 years, I have served our region
through my work with the Upper Southwest
Regional Solid Waste Management District,
where I currently serve as Waste Tire Program
Manager. In this role, I oversee the collec-
tion, transportation, reporting and recycling
of waste tires across 14 counties in south and
southwest Arkansas. This experience has given
me hands-on knowledge of county operations,
regulatory compliance, budgeting and working
collaboratively with local governments.

“I was a small business owner, operating
Keith’s Floor Covering Services, and I have
also worked as an Area Manager for Arkansas
Utility Protection Services (ARKUPS) during
its startup phase. That position required close
coordination with city and county officials, util-
ity providers, and contractors - an experience
that translates directly to the responsibilities of
County Judge.

“I hold three state-issued licenses: Master
Solid Waste License, Environmental Officer Li-
cense and Class A CDL.

“On March 3, I am asking for your sup-
port and opportunity to serve Pike County as
your next County Judge. If elected, I promise
to bring honestly, integrity, transparency and

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

100 percent dedication to this office. My goal
is simple: to work every day for growth, stabil-
ity and longterm success of Pike County and its
people. Thank you for your consideration, your
support and your trust.”

PIKE COUNTY JUDGE

“For the P ] %
=y vw-:ﬂepoj Pike County

SUESIBET
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Call Neil McConnell at (501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

Submitted photos/MVFD

SERVICES

JATIOREY
SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY BENEFITS.
Unable to work?
Denied benefits?
We Can Help!

WIN or Pay Nothing!
Randolph Baltz

Former SSA Attorney
Office: (501)374-6800

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-866-613-1845

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilteris backed
by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-855-977-9614 to
schedule a FREE inspection
and no obligation estimate. Plus

get 75% off installation and a
bonus $250 discount! Limited
time only. Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty and
offer details.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE!
Reduce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting the
coverage you need! Call now for
a competitive free quote. 1-833-
879-1438. Plus... Income based
government  subsidies  are
available for those that qualify!

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financing
available. Call 1-833-889-0049.
Have zip code of property ready
when calling!

YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care for a
health condition that prevents
you from working for a year or
more. Call now! 1-833-641-6953

Week of December 22, 2025

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-7044

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer:
1-833-423-2573

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-844-
868-3831

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don't Accept the insurance
company's first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled to
major cash settlements. Get a
free evaluation to see what your
case is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
422-2471. Be ready with your
zip code to connect with the
closest provider.

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-
210-6510  www.dental50plus.
com/arpress #6258

Prepare for power outages
with  Briggs & Stratton®
PowerProtect(TM) standby
generators - the most powerful
home  standby  generators
available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty - 7
years ($849 value.) Proudly
made in the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-855-554-0140.

We Buy Vintage Guitars!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6613

DIRECTV- All your
entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package  $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-855-400-3297

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months!  Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military  Discounts  available.
Call: 1-833-757-2194
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FIREMAN OF THE YEAR 2025 ... At their end of the year meeting earlier this month, the Mur-
freesboro Volunteer Fire Department named Lee Vincent (left) their fireman of the year. Vincent
is pictured with fire chief Ricky Branch. Vincent said that he appreciates the honor and simply

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting
material — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer + up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-861-2447

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
319-0598 today to schedule
a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-866-587-0119 today!

Olshan Foundation Solutions.
Your trusted foundation repair
experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing. Water
management and more. Free
evaluation. Limited time up to
$250 off foundation repair. Call
Olshan 1-833-436-1947

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:
A small amount of water can
lead to major damage to your
home. Our trusted professionals
dry out the wet area and do
repairs to protect your family and
your home’s value! If you have
water in your home that needs
to be dried, call 24/7: 1-833-887-
1280. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-497-
7510

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-877-
313-1596 today!

Matt Tollett (870) 703-6939
Jason Porter (870) 703-1039
Johnny Porter (870) 703-1628

| CONTACT US AT THE DIAMOND
(870) 285'2723 mdiamond@windstream.net
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DIRECTING SANTA AROUND THE WORLD ... Murfreesboro High School geography students recently put their skills to use by helping Santa navigate the world. They solved puzzles that
included grid references, direction, contour lines, distance, scale, longitude, latitude, and more! First place price went to students Jack, Amos, and Jacob.
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This instrument prepared by and to be returned to: Biles Wilson, PLLC, 457 Laurence
Drive, Suite 195, Heath, Texas 75032, (214) 662-8456

Borrower: Karen DeAnn White and Cecil Roy White, Jr., wife and husband
Lender: Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc.

NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND INTENTION TO SELL. YOU MAY LOSE YOUR PROPERTY
IF YOU DO NOT TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION. IF YOUR PROPERTY IS SOLD YOU WILL
REMAIN LIABLE FOR ANY DEFICIENCY AND AN ACTION FOR COLLECTION MAY BE
BROUGHT AGAINST YOU. THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR
AND IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION GIVEN MAY BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on January 13, 2026, at or about
10:00 a.m., the following real property will be sold at the main/front door of the Pike County
Courthouse, located at 1 Courthouse Square, Murfreesboro, Arkansas 71958, to the highest
bidder for cash:

PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER SECTION
TWO (2), TOWNSHIP NINE (9) SOUTH, RANGE TWENTY-SIX (26) WEST, DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID FORTY-ACRE
TRACT; THENCE SOUTH 49 YARDS; THENCE WEST 35 YARDS; THENCE NORTH 49
YARDS; THENCE EAST 35 YARDS TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, AND CONTAIN-
ING 35/100THS OF AN ACRE, MORE OR LESS; AND BEING THE SAME LAND AS THAT
CONVEYED AND DESCRIBED IN BOOK D238 AT PAGE 375, LAND RECORDS OF PIKE
COUNTY, ARKANSAS. ALSO DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION
2,T.9S,R.26 W, PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID NE1/4 OF THE NE1/4 SECTION
2, T.9S, R 26 W, PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS; THENCE - SOUTH 49 YARDS; THENCE
- WEST 35 YARDS; THENCE - NORTH 49 YARDS THENCE - EAST 35 YARDS TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING; BASIS OF BEARINGS IS DEED CALL BEARING SOUTH ALONG
WAST BOUNDARY LINE. THE ABOVE PREVIOUSLY DESCRIBED PROPERTY BEING SUR-
VEYED BY RICHARD V. HALL, JR. CONTAINS 0.354 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS:
AND SUBJECT TO SUCH RIGHTS AS MAY BE VESTED IN PUBLIC FOR SWEET HOME
ROAD AND ROY ROAD ALONG THE WEST AND SOUTH BOUNDARY LINES OF THE
ABOVE DESCRIBED 0.354 ACRE TRACT, AS DEPICTED IN A SURVEY BY RICHARD V.
HALL, AR RPLS #820, OF HALL SURVEYING & ENGINEERING, INC., DATED 11/22/10.

Along with a 2006 CMHM Manufactured Home with Serial No.: CLS104802TN, attached
thereto, with the address of 552 Sweet Home Road, Nashville, Arkansas 71852.

On, October 1, 2018 a Mortgage was executed by Karen DeAnn White and Cecil Roy White,
Jr., wife and husband, to Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc., which was recorded on Oc-
tober 15, 2018 (Document #: 20184812), in the real estate records of Pike County, Arkansas.
The party initiating foreclosure can be contacted at: Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc.,
500 Alcoa Trail, Maryville, Tennessee 37804, Phone (800) 970-7250.

Default has occurred in the payment of said indebtedness by the current owner(s) of the
property, and the same is now therefore wholly due and owing. Lender intends to sell the
above property to satisfy the obligation; and,

Tenants of the property may exist that claim an interest in the real property herein.

The undersigned is the attorney for the Lender and is acting on and with the consent of the
Lender who is exercising its power of sale under Ark. Code Ann. § 18-50-115, which implies
a power of sale in every mortgage of real property situated in this State that is duty acknowl-
edged and recorded.

The sale is subject to any requirements and conditions set forth in the applicable recorded or
unrecorded plat or bill(s) of assurance affecting the above real property; any restrictive cov-
enants, easements, set back lines or encroachments; any unpaid taxes or special assessments;
any statutory redemption rights of any governmental entity; any prior liens or encumbrances
as well as any priority created by a UCC or fixture filing; and, to any matter that an accurate
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ORNAMENTS OF THE WORLD ...
Murfreesboro High School world history
students researched countries around
the world and designed ornaments for
their class tree.

A-CYLINDER o

FOR THE WHOLE GREW . 7 -IN FULL- COLOR TFT INSTRUMENTATION = survey of the property might disclose. This property is being sold “as-is” with no representa-
» 1,000-LB CAPACITY TILTING CARGO BED, DETACHABI.E TAILGATE tion as to the condition of any structure(s) thereon.
« KAWASAKI STRONG 3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY This foreclosure proceeding includes a manufactured home that is titled as personal property.
s : Ark. Code Ann § 4-9-604 allows the foreclosing party to proceed against both the personal
WOODY FUTRELL MARINE property and the rgal prope.rty n th1§ manner.

The legal description contained herein controls and takes priority over any address used to

SAVE UP TO $4,000* ON SELECT RIDGE CREW/RIDGE XR CREW MODELS the extent the legal description and address conflict.

1430 Leslie St. « Nashville « 870-845-3122
[KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Warning: The RIDGE® side x side can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: . ] 4 1 1
Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Never operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Avoid excessive speeds and E E Dated- November 5, 2025 Blles Wllson, PLLC, 457 Laurel’lce DI‘lVe, Sulte 195, Heath, Texas
stunt driving. Be extra careful on difficult terrain. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki RIDGE side x side is an off-highway vehicle only, and is not o .
designed, equipped or manufactured for use on public streets, roads or highways. © 2025 Kawasaki Motors Corp., USA. 75032, (214) 662'8456. By: Ieremy R. WllSOI’l, ABN 2000108
*RIDGE® XR CREW HVAC models feature 116 horsepower. RIDGE® CREW HVAC models feature 92 horsepower. This vehicle's HP was measured
according to 1SO standard 4106. This ISO standard measures HP differently than the SAE standards by which the horsepower of many cars is EXPLORE E

measured, and as a result the referenced HP measurement may be higher than if it were measured by an SAE standard. 6-passenger seating is @
available on RIDGE® CREW models only. Seating capacity varies by each RIDGE® XR CREW trim. RIDGE® CREW

i (p.n.a., 781w., 24,25,26,27)
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