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WISH GRANTED ... Make-A-Wish participant Madison Mansfield and family were recognized by the City of Murfreesboro during the 11-year-old’s 
trip to Murfreesboro to visit the Crater of Diamonds. The city issued a proclamation that declared her “our special friend and an honorable person” 
and set Madison Avery Mansfield Day on Monday, Sept. 29. In addition to the trip to the Crater, the family had lunch at Coffee Connections, visited 
Ka-Do-Ha Indiana Village and Dino Dig and finished with ice cream at Hawkins’ Variety Store. Pictured are (L to R) Chamber of Commerce president 
Lisa Harvill, Tourism Commission representative Jane Fugitt, Murfreesboro mayor Jim O’Neal, Tiffany Mansfield, Madison Mansfield and Clayton 
Wood and Crater of Diamonds superintendent Caleb Howell. 

MURFREESBORO -- Pike County 4-H has 
announced the inaugural hay bale decorating 
contest. 

The hay bales will be placed at the former 
Pike County Hospital in Murfreesboro.

Interested participants are asked to contact 
(870) 285-2161 to enter. There is a $25 entry fee 
for each bale.

The deadline to enter is Monday, Sept. 30, 
with the contest starting on Tuesday, Oct. 1. 
Participants must have their hay bale deco-
rated by Thursday, Oct. 3. The bales will be 
judged on Friday, Oct. 4.

Prizes will be awarded to winning bales -- in-
dividuals, businesses, and/or clubs can enter.

All proceeds from the event will go to the 
Pike County 4-H program.

4-H to hold hay bale 
decorating contest
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MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro Rattlers (2-2, 0-1) dropped 
their first conference game of the season 48-22 to the visiting Gurdon 
Go-Devils (2-2, 1-0) last Friday night.

Head coach Jay Turley said the team was simply “not ready” to play 
the game and it showed in their performance.

MHS trailed Gurdon 21-8 at halftime, with the touchdown coming on 
a long kickoff return by Alex Parker.

“We thought we could just walk on the field and beat Gurdon, and we 
simply were not mentally prepared or focused for the game. I could see 
that [Gurdon] had that look in their eyes when they got off the bus – and 
we didn’t. Gurdon is a tradition rich school and has pride about what 
they do.”

He said that the offense was generally able to move the ball, but that 
penalties and turnovers constantly killed any momentum and positive 
drives.

“They hit us in the mouth and we simply didn’t respond. This should 
be a wake-up call and a learning lesson for us going forward.”

Turley added that while changes were needed, it was not the time to 
get extreme over a single bad performance.

“It’s just one conference loss … one game. It’s not the time to panic … 
but we cannot look forward to another game, to winning the conference, 
to the playoffs … we have to focus on this week and this week alone. You 
have to respect every team you play and fear no one.”

He said this week the team would see some changes in their approach, 
both in preparing for the game in practice over the week, but also their 
mental approach on Friday’s gameday.

“We have to remove distractions and get refocused,” Turley said sim-
ply.

AT FOREMAN
This week the team will travel to Foreman to take on the Gators (2-2, 

0-1).
Foreman has alternated win and losses this season, beating Parkers 

Chapel 38-16 in week one and Horatio 34-14 in week three. Their losses 
have been at Hampton 38-14 in week two and at home versus Junction 
City 43-6 last week.

Turley said that the Gators are a much improved team over the past 
couple of years that saw them as the conference’s doormat.

“They are in the second year with coach [Edwin] Baker – after chang-
ing coaches year after year there for a while, they now have stability and 
it’s showing. They have figured out their identity and it is showing. They 
play very hard for coach Baker.”

He said they gave Junction City a much better game than the score 
indicated.

“They were able to move the ball against Junction City … but the 

[Dragons] finally got the best of them.”
Turley said the Gators employ a disciplined offense that features the 

flexbone, with a big fullback that is hard to bring down and a quarter-
back that makes the team go.

“We just have to refocus – this week I’d look forward to playing any-
one after last week’s result. We have to get that mentality that we are 
going to be ready for who we play, no matter their record. Good foot-
ball teams take all opponents seriously, gameplanning and practicing all 
week with urgency all week. Mentally we have to be there – we have to 
play disciplined team football in order to win. We don’t have enough 
superior athletes to just go out there and out-athlete most teams.”

Rattlers fall to Go-Devils at home, set for Gators

MURFREESBORO -- The annual Mini Cheer 
Camp is rapidly approaching, with camp prac-
tices to be held October 6–8 after school until 
4:30 p.m.

Campers will get to perform at the pep rally 
and during halftime of the MHS football game 
against Dierks on Friday, Oct. 10.

 The camp will cost $35 per students (in-
cludes camp fee, t-shirt, cheer bow, and game 
admission for the cheerleader).

Students may sign up for the camp at 
https://forms.gle/uF9KKvXyjZ7HGmUF9

MHS mini cheer 
camp approaches

MURFREESBORO -- Murfreesboro Elemen-
tary School will be holding the third annual 
Rattler Run this year for their fall fundraiser. 

Students raise money to participate in differ-
ent events at different levels during that day, 
including the color run, obstacle course, slime 
the principal, and many more. 

The top collecting student will also get to be 
the school principal for the day. 

All students may participate in the medal 
run if they register online (no money required). 

“We will be raising money to continue field 
trips and incentive trips for the year, and to add 
on to playground equipment and games,” said 
MES principal James Riley. 

Donations will be due on October 23, and the 
Rattler Run will be held on October 27. Family 
members are welcome to the event to cheer on 
runners and participate in the color run.

MES sets ‘Rattler Run’ 
for later this month
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TOUCHDOWN ... Alex Parker (34) is pictured returning a kickoff for a 
touchdown in last week’s game versus Gurdon.

MURFREESBORO -- The South Pike Coun-
ty School Board met on Tuesday, Sept. 23 and 
opened with a comment period that is open to 
the public.

Local resident Matthew Humphry used his 
time to discuss a recent issue at school -- a 
teacher’s comments -- that made its way to so-
cial media.

He asked why the school district labeled a 
situation as inaccurate and asked why it had 
been put out there, stating that it made his child 
appear to be lying.

The pubic speaking period does not allow 
for students or district employees to be named 
directly.

In her superintendent’s report, Tanya 
Wilcher told the board that the school was live 
streaming games through hudl.com [subscrip-
tion required] that currently includes football 

and basketball. They hope to add baseball and 
softball games to the slate if a reasonably priced 
wifi option can be installed at the ballfields be-
fore the season. The board approved quarterly 
payments from HUDL.

She credited Diamond Bank with helping 
partner to build batting cages at the baseball/
softball complex and said the school had quali-
fied for e-rate funding, which would make the 
$130,000 project cost $112,892.

She also credited local law enforcement with 
“really stepping up” during the recent social 
media fiasco that saw a student make veiled 
threats against the school.

High School principal Davey Jones begrudg-
ingly confessed to the board that Centerpoint 
(B) had a better letter grade from the state De-
partment of Education than Murfreesboro (C) 
did this year.

He said there were three main factors that 
go into the grade -- graduation rate, concurrent 
credit courses taken by students as well as stan-
dardized test scores.

Jones said last year only seven student par-
ticipated in concurrent college credit classes -- 
something that “comes and goes” year to year. 
He said that this year will feature a much larger 
number.

He also has mixed emotions at the gradua-
tion rate calculation -- with Murfreesboro hold-
ing “what appears to be a terrible” 92% for the 
class of 2025. He explained that students that 
leave the district but never enroll at another 
school count against the original district. “We 
can’t stop them from moving.”

“We are scored on kids that no longer attend 

School board told of state’s letter grade for MHS

SCHOOL BOARD Continued on Page 2



Call us:
(870) 285-2723

NEWSWORTHY 

ITEMS?

Where To Find 
A Copy of the 

Diamond:     
People’s Pharmacy
Gypsy Underground

C-Stop 
Tobacco & More

 EZ Mart

Murfreesboro Diamond
Your Hometown Newspaper since 1975

• John Robert Schirmer, Publisher
• P.J. Tracy IV, Editor

• Christy Coccarelli, Office Manager/Photographer 

Located in the County Seat of Pike County • Murfreesboro, Arkansas

Home of the Crater of Diamonds State Park    
Little Missouri River  •  Lake Greeson

Please Send Change of Address Information to: 
Murfreesboro Diamond

P.O. Box 550
Murfreesboro, AR 71958

Published by Nashville Leader Inc., 
418 North Main Street

Nashville, AR 71852
Periodical Class postage paid at Murfreesboro, AR
The Murfreesboro Diamond (USPC 103-230) is published every Wednesday.

Subscription Rates: $45 per year in area: Pike, Howard, 
Hempstead, Clark, Nevada & Montgomery counties; 
$57 per year elsewhere.
$35 for 6-months in area; $37 for 6-months elsewhere.
College Subscriptions- $30 for 9-months.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 550, Murfreesboro, AR 71958
Telephone: 870-285-2723  

Business Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wednesday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Friday 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Any erroneous statement published in the newspaper
will be gladly and promptly corrected if called

to the attention of the management.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
FRIDAYS AT 3:00 P.M.

 2									         Wednesday, October 1, 2025				                            Murfreesboro Diamond

TAX DEADLINE 
APPROACHING

OCTOBER 15, 2025
   YOU CAN MAKE PAYMENT ONLINE AT WWW.COUNTYSERVICE.NET

WILL BE CLOSED MON. OCT. 13
       FOR COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY

OFFICE HOURS - MONDAY-FRIDAY 
8:00 A.M.- 4:30 P.M.

PIKE COUNTY  TAX 
COLLECTOR’S 

OFFICE
(870)  285-3121

FOR INFORMATION

This publication was paid for by Pike County, office of the Tax Collector.  The amount paid for this publication is $ 54.00.

the district -- if parents moved their kids and then homeschool 
or don’t enter their kids in a new district -- MHS is still held 
responsible.”

With those two factors against the school, Jones said he knew 
the school would have “blow the top off the test” and simply 
couldn’t cover the gap. He said there was still “no excuses” and 
that he “expects to compete” and “wants to win.”

He said the school will do what it needs to in order to get 
back as the highest ranked county school, but felt that no major 
changes were needed to accomplish that fact.

See the story on page 6 of today’s Diamond for more on the 
letter grades.

Murfreesboro Elementary principal James Riley said that an 
enrichment program has been set up for fifth and sixth graders 
that score a three or better of the math/ELA tests/

Options include robotics, e-sports, educational Minecraft, a 
crochet club or a podcast club.

He said there was consideration to include third and fourth 
grade in the perks system as well.

Riley also outlined the school’s “only” fundraiser -- the third 
annual Fun Run -- would allow all students to participate if they 
chose to, regardless of funds raised. The event funds a number 
of things including school field and incentive trips, the school’s 
house store and classroom supplies.

He said 100% of the proceeds would go toward the kids.
Additionally, MES has established an elementary BETA chap-

ter for fifth and sixth grade students based on academic stand-
ing. He said there would be a state contest similar to the high 
school program. Some thirteen students from the two grades 
were nominated.

The board approved the purchase of a new van to transport 
students, a Kia Carnival, at the cost of around $40,000 as op-
posed to a mini bus that Wilcher said costs around $120,000.

The board also approved the projected budget, that according 
to Wilcher would have an ending balance of $881,000 as opposed 
to the “normally $300,000.”

“It looks good, looking at all the options, and is on the website 
for the public to see,” said Wilcher. The school’s website is rat-
tlers.org.

After an executive session, the board announced no action on 
a student discipline issue and that Leah Jones was being hired as 
a paraprofessional.

The next school board meeting is currently scheduled for Oc-
tober 21.

SCHOOL BOARD Continued from Page 1

MURFREESBORO -- Murfreesboro Elementary School has an-
nounced that the “RARE Rattlers Podcast” has launched.

This podcast is part of the school’s special fifth and sixth grade 
enrichment program, giving students hands-on experience in re-
search, communication, and digital media production. 

“We couldn’t wait another minute to launch our first episode, 
so we grabbed our mic and rushed around campus to capture 
all the incredible spirit of Homecoming Week!” said the school’s 
website. 

Listeners can get a quick hit of energy, the scoop on the pep 
rally, and how everyone was feeling before the big game. 

Interested participants can find the link at rattlers.org.

MES launches podcast
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PIKE COUNTY DISTRICT COURT DOCKET

September 2, 2025
BF=Bond Forfeited
PIKE COUNTY
Adamson, Arthur Wayne, 68, Muldrow, 

Okla., $125 BF, failure to stop or yield
Akard, James Ryan, 38, Nashville, $125 

BF, speeding
Allen, Daniel Lee, 25, Prescott, $205 BF, 

failure to pay
Ayandibu, Michael Mayowa, 48, Wichi-

ta Falls, Texas, $135 BF, speeding
Barrett, Andrew C., 35, Amity, $45 BF, 

no seat belt
Best, Bryan Keith, 48, Sheridan, $135 BF, 

speeding
Betancourt, Celedonio, 65, Nashville, 

$135 BF, speeding
Booth, Brittany K., 38, Amity, guilty 

of failure to register tags/expired, fined 
$125; guilty of failure to present license, 
fined $125

Bush, Sharon Denise, 69, Emory, Texas, 
$125 BF, speeding

Carr, Norma Patricia, 53, Lewisville, 
Texas, $125 BF, speeding

Cheatham, Jon Albert, 55, Grapeland, 
Texas, $125 BF, speeding

Cogburn, Amy Ann, 19, Pearcy, $125 BF, 
speeding

Davis, Crystal, 41, Glenwood, guilty of 
no proof of liability insurance, fined $315

Davis, Kevan Tate, 34, Granbury, Texas, 
$185 BF, speeding ; $205 BF, failure to ap-
pear

Dickerson, Matthew Trent, 49, Prescott, 
$135 BF, speeding

Emery, Dianna L., 56, Plainview, $140 
BF, speeding

Encinas, Juan Miguel, 42, Natchitoches, 
La., $125 BF, speeding

Fricks, Javeon, 18, Mineral Springs, 
$135 BF, speeding

Garcia, Heriberto M., 41, Portola, Calif., 
$135 BF, speeding

Graves, Buster Ray, 72, Norman, $45 BF, 
no seat belt

Gregory, Heavenly Nicole, 22, Bonnerd-
ale, guilty of no driver’s license, fined 
$140

Griffith, Brandy Nicole, 39, Caddo Gap, 
$125 BF, failure to register tags/expired

Hall, Charles Michael, 54, Arkadelphia, 
$125 BF, speeding

Hargrove, Jason C., 49, Amity, guilty of 
failure to pay, $1,925 owed

Hays, Colt Justin, 34, Glenwood, $315 
BF, no proof of liability insurance

Henson, Cisco R III, 58, Kirby, $45 BF, 
no seat belt

Holder, Alyssa Jane, 27, Amity, guilty 
of driving with suspended license, fined 
$235

Kennedy, Dylan Blake, 30, Murfrees-
boro, $125 BF, speeding

MacDonald, Donna Ann, 55, Hot 
Springs, $135 BF, speeding

McCullough, Robin, 48, Dierks, $135 BF, 
speeding

Merritt, David Lynn, 69, Glenwood, 
$135 BF, speeding

Naranji, Shiv Anil, 23, Jonesboro, $135 
BF, speeding

Parker, Diana Lynn, 28, Nashville, $140 
BF, speeding

Ramsey, Austin, 35, De Queen, $125 BF, 
speeding

Reames, Corie M., 29, Nashville, $330 
BF, no proof of liability insurance

Reynolds, Karmen S., 47, Narka, Kan., 
$45 BF, no seat belt; $205 BF, failure to ap-
pear

Rezner, Jeffrey Jackson, 26, Durant, 
Okla., $125 BF, speeding

Ross, Ethan Lee, 20, Hot Springs, $125 
BF, failure to register tags/expired

Snowden, Michael S., 32, Nashville, 
guilty of failure to pay, $395 owed

Spears, Lauren Rena, 20, Amity, guilty 
of fleeing, fined $580; guilty of endanger-
ing welfare of minor, fined $780; guilty of 
failure to register within 30 days, fined 
$125; guilty of reckless driving, fined $445; 
guilty of failure to dim lights, fined $125

Stinson, Steven R., 44, Murfreesboro, 
$45 BF, no seat belt

Stone, Kason Je Andrew, 17, Red Oak, 
Okla., $185 BF, speeding

Tapia, Bryan, 20, De Queen, $125 BF, 
speeding

Tum, Van Cung, 21, Murfreesboro, $45 
BF, no seat belt

VanCamp, Debbie, 53, Delight, $45 BF, 
no seat belt

Vann, Landrada Lynn, 44, Horatio, $135 
BF, speeding

Walker, Sandra Kay, 72, Amity, $125 BF, 
failure to register tags/expired

Walthall, Jackson Stuart, 22, Garland 
City, $125 BF, speeding; $205 BF, failure to 
appear

Ward, Jace Keaton, 19, Amity, $135 BF, 
speeding

Ward, Natasha N., 34, Glenwood, guilty 
of failure to pay, $945 owed, committed to 
jail; guilty of failure to appear, fined $205

Washington, Derek Duane, 50, Ard-
more, Okla., guilty of failure to pay, $625 
owed

Whisenhunt, Johnny Lee, 43, De Queen, 
$200 BF, speeding

Wisdom, Billy Jr., 41, Glenwood, $45 BF, 
no seat belt

Yandell, Thomas D., 31, Umpire, $45 BF, 
no seat belt

Yandell, Virginia T., 31, Umpire, $45 BF, 
no seat belt

CITY OF MURFREESBORO
Barfield, Haco, 49, Norman, Okla., $145 

BF, careless prohibited driving
Barker, Joshua L., 37, Dierks, $155 BF, 

speeding; $145 BF, no vehicle license; $225 
BF, failure to appear; $225 BF, failure to 
appear; $225 BF, failure to appear; $240 BF, 
failure to appear

Castro, Misael, 48, Nashville, $345 BF, 
driving with suspended license

Daily, Holly Dianna, 40, Nashville, 
guilty of failure to present insurance, 
fined $160; guilty of no proof of liability 
insurance, fined $350; guilty of driving 
with suspended license, fined $360; guilty 
of public intoxication, fined $255; guilty 
of drinking in public iron highway, fined 
$255; guilty of open container in motor ve-
hicle, fined $255

Davenport, Allen E., 33, Murfreesboro, 
$45 BF, no seat belt

David, Jimmy Lamond, 53, Nashville, 
guilty of driving with suspended license, 
fined $345

Frachiseur, Garrett S., 33, Nashville, 
$145 BF, no child restraint device

Gwynne, Jeremy Clement, 44, Mur-
freesboro, guilty of no proof of liability in-
surance, fined $350; guilty of no seat belt, 
fined $45

Hupp, Brandon Christopher, 39, Nash-
ville, guilty of failure to pay, $1,820 owed-
Snyder, Timothy L., 38, Hot Springs, 
guilty of failure to pay, $1.920 owed

Stepp, Haley Mae, 19, Murfreesboro, 
guilty of selling tobacco to a minor, fined 
$240

Widders, Garrett Gray, 34, Charleston, 
$45 BF, no seat belt

ARKANSAS GAME
AND FISH COMMISSION
Season, Katherine E., 25, West Monroe, 

La., $220 BF, glass container on river
Johnson, Hannah Grace, 22, Murfrees-

boro, $220 BF, insufficient PFD
Lopez, Mixar, 42, Oklahoma City, Okla., 

$220 BF, insufficient PFD
Rankin, Everett M., 18, Texarkana, Tex-

as, $220 BF, regulation of personal water-
craft; $205 BF, failure to appear

Shannon, Christopher A., 39, Arlington, 
Texas, $220 BF, insufficient PFD

CITY OF GLENWOOD
Bankhead, Bradley John, 43, Amity, 

$145 BF, failure to stop or yield
Billman, Angie M., 57, Hot Springs, 

guilty of driving with suspended license, 
fined $345; guilty of defective lights, fined 
$145; guilty of driving with suspended li-
cense, fined $345; guilty of no proof of li-
ability insurance, fined $335

Bishop, Christopher Lynn, 40, Bonnerd-
ale, $160 BF, speeding

Blansett, Tarren Allen, 26, Glenwood, 
$155 BF, speeding; $240 BF, failure to ap-
pear

Bruce, Latoshia Nichole, 38, Glenwood, 
$360 BF, driving with suspended license; 
$350 BF, no proof of liability insurance

Castillo, Yuliani G., 27, De Queen, $160 
BF, speeding

Coffman, Jay Shane, 56, Glenwood, 
guilty of driving with suspended license, 
fined $345

Cogburn, Brad M., 28, Glenwood, guilty 
of criminal trespass, fined $210; guilty of 
theft of scrap metal, fined $415; guilty of 
resisting arrest, fined $535; guilty of flee-
ing, fined $615

Drye, Matthew Edward, 18, Amity, $380 
BF, modified bumpers

Ellis, Jade Nicole, 28, Glenwood, $145 
BF, failure to register tags/expired

Garrett, Star Jodi, 40, Amity, guilty of 
driving with suspended license, fined 
$125

Halloran, John Douglas, 59, Maumelle, 
$155 BF, speeding

Herrell, Kristen B., 46, Caddo Gap, 
guilty of failure to register tags/expired, 
fined $145

Lilley, Johnny Byrdell, 57, Hot Springs, 
$45 BF, no seat belt

Medina, Kevin, 22, Glenwood, $335 BF, 
no proof of liability insurance

Moody, Kristy Dale, 42, Conway, $145 
BF, speeding

Moss, Rebecka Marie, 40, Hot Springs, 
$145 BF, speeding

Myrick, Martin Casey, 67, Glenwood, 
guilty of driving with suspended license, 
fined $345; guilty of no proof of liabil-
ity insurance, fined $75; guilty of careless 
prohibited driving, fined $145

Need, John Thomas, 45, New Orleans, 
La., $145 BF, failure to stop or yield

Rae, Craig Marshall, 26, Bismarck, 
guilty of failure to register tags/expired, 
fined $160

Renard, Nicole Cherice, 46, Arkadel-
phia, guilty of violation of Ignition Inter-
lock Device Act, fined $190

Rhodes, David R., 46, Nashville, guilty 
of violation of restricted driver’s license, 
fined $145; guilty of failure to appear, 
fined $225

Santos, Edmundo, 37, Glenwood, $145 
BF, no driver’s license; $145 BF, speeding

Sarmiento, Oscar H., 49, no address list-
ed, $145 BF, no child restraint device

Serrano, Jose Mauricio, 51, Glenwood, 
$145 BF, no driver’s license; $145 BF, fail-
ure to stop or yield

Spears, Charles L., 60, Amity, $145 BF, 
failure to register tags/expired

Spears, Lauren Rena, 20, Amity, guilty 
of violation of city ordinance-dogs, fined 
$165; guilty of unlawful dog attack, fined 
$640

Thompson, Samantha, 25, Kirby, guilty 
of failure to register tags/expired, fined 
$145

Tice, Wyatt Luke, 17, Hot Springs, $155 
BF, speeding

Tonneson, Brad Thomas, 42, West Mon-
roe, La., $350 BF, no proof of liability in-
surance

Ventress, Gavin James, 16, Bismarck, 
guilty of speeding, fined $145

Ward, Tina Gail, 50, Caddo Gap, guilty 
of failure to register tags/expired fined 
$125

White, Jadon Mckenzie, 22, Amity, $145 
BF, failure to register tags/expired

Wilson, Tyler Leon, 33, Caddo Gap, 
guilty of driving with suspended license, 
fined $125

Sept. 16, 2025
PIKE COUNTY
Adair, Trace William, 27, Atlanta, La., 

$185 BF, speeding
Cogburn, Chase A., 18, Amity, guilty of 

no driver’s license, fined $125; guilty of 
no proof of liability insurance, fined $315; 
guilty of no driver’s license, fined $125; 
guilty of no proof of liability insurance, 
fined $315

Merchant, Selina Rena, 50, Lockesburg, 
guilty of failure to register tags/expired, 
fined $140; guilty of driving with sus-
pended license, fined $125

Sang, Peng Lin, 59, Murfreesboro, $140 
BF, defective equipment

Smillie, David T. III, 37, Prescott, $205 
BF, failure to pay, $6,250 owed

CITY OF GLENWOOD
Bishop, George, 65, Glenwood, guilty 

of driving with suspended license, fined 
$125

Cogburn, Chase A., 18, Amity, guilty of 
no driver’s license, fined $145; guilty of 
defective lights, fined $145

Forga, Dutch Joseph, 41, Glenwood, 
guilty of driving on cancelled license, 
fined $215; guilty of failure to appear, 
fined $225; guilty of driving vehicle with 
revoked license/registration, fined $215; 
guilty of failure to appear, fined $240

Machucho, Emmanuel, 36, De Queen, 
guilty of DWI, fined $1,105, credited with 
time served, license suspended and must 
complete DWI educational course

Reppo. Jakob M., 38, Little Rock, guilty 
of failure to pay, $2,825 owed, committed 
to jail

Swanger, Austin McCoy, 27, Norman, 
guilty of criminal trespass, fined $210; 
guilty of failure to appear, fined $240

BENCH TRIALS
PIKE COUNTY
Harr, Raymond Tyler, 35, Nashville, 

two counts of criminal mischief, under 
advisement for one year to dismiss

Lamb, David K., 71, Delight, guilty of 
harassment, fined $210

O’Connell, Alahna Mary, 33, Mablev-
ale, contributing to delinquency of minor, 
under advisement for one year to dismiss, 
fined $350 and no-contact order issued

CITY OF MURFREESBORO
David, Jimmy Lamond, 53, Nashville, 

guilty of fictitious tags, fined $50; guilty of 
no proof of liability insurance, fined $50

CITY OF GLENWOOD
Derrick, Benjamin J., 45, Amity, guilty 

of third-degree battery, fined $550 and 
sentenced to 30 days in jail; guilty of ha-
rassment, fined $230; guilty of terroristic 
threatening, fined $520 and 30 days in jail-
suspended conditions

Wright, Christopher S., 38, Glenwood, 
$390 BF, criminal mischief

Yalamarthi, Sai Sashank, 25, Plano, Tex-
as, $145 BF, speeding

Stolz, Michael Tyson, 40, Glenwood, 
theft of property, under advisement for 
one year to dismiss, fined $922.98; guilty 
of animal cruelty, fined $215; guilty of 
animal cruelty, fined $215; guilty of violat-
ing animal cruelty ordinance, fined $115; 
guilty of violating animal cruelty ordi-
nance, fined $115; guilty of violating ani-
mal cruelty ordinance, fined $115; guilty 
of violating animal leash law/at large or-
dinance
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PIKE COUNTY SKYWATCHERS
BY RICK FLOYD

The Moon is the headliner of the early October night sky. Sat-
urday, Oct. 4 is “International Observe the Moon” night, and the 
Moon will be about 98 % full then. We will have a full moon a few 
days later on Tuesday, Oct. 7.

There are other special things lunar this month. Usually, the 
Harvest Moon occurs in September, but every three to five years 
it happens in October. The Harvest Moon is the full moon nearest 
in time to autumnal equinox. This year the Moon in October is 14 
hours and 39 minutes closer to the equinox than the full moon of 
September was. The last time Harvest Moon occurred in October 
was in 2020 and the next time will be in 2028.

The Moon’s orbit has brought it closer to the Earth, so it will 
loom larger and be brighter than average. The Farmer’s Almanac 
is all out, calling it a Super Moon.

Normally the Moon rises about 50 minutes later each evening 
than it did the night before, but this time of year, due to orbital dy-
namics, the Moon will rise each night in about half that time. This 
means we will have a full moon and very near full moons on a 
succession of evenings (from Oct. 5-8) at or near sunset. The rising 
moons will appear large, bright and most likely of an orange hue.

When the full October moon is not in the role of Harvest Moon, 
it is called the Hunter’s Moon or the Blood Moon.

It seems we may be able to see a duo of comets later this 
month. More information will be available next week.

Super Harvest Moon set for early 
in October, a relative rarity

Obituaries
Frances Lewallen, 87, Delight

Frances Lewallen, age 87, 
of Delight, Arkansas passed 
away on Tuesday, September 
23, 2025 in Arkadelphia, Ar-
kansas. She was born July 21, 
1938 in Murfreesboro, Arkan-
sas the daughter of the late 
Lemmer and Lucy Whisen-
hunt Lockeby.

In addition to her parents 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Bill Lewallen, a 
daughter, Fran Denise Lewal-
len, one brother, Carlos Locke-
by, and two sisters, Marie Mc-

Bride and Fannie Stone.
Survivors include one son, 

Flip Lewallen of Delight; one 
daughter, Susan Scroggins of 
Delight; two sisters, Ruby Loy 
of Benton, Martha Gentry of 
Antoine, AR; grandchildren, 
DeMarco Scroggins, Brooke 
Oliver, Nika Scroggins, Brit-
ney Shepard, Brandie Golden; 
great-grandchildren, Jacoby, 
Mari, Jaidah, Charles, Bryson, 
Apollo, Loyalty, Llevyn, 
Khozen, Rustyn, Rylan, Jayde, 
Emmie, Harper, Layla, Owen, 
Evelyn, Addison, and

Emmett.
Funeral services were held 

at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, Sep-
tember 27, at Delight church of 
Christ, with burial following 
in the Delight Cemetery, under 
the direction of Latimer Funer-
al Home in Murfreesboro.

You may send a online 
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com

Card of Thanks
The Bowen Baptist Church would like to thank 
the community for the unbelievable support and 

encouragement for our yard sale.
Whether you donated items or came to the sale 

and bought, it was greatly appreciated!
From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you.

Blessed are the givers and grateful are the receivers!

MURFREESBORO -- A misdemeanor 
case in Pike County District Court involv-
ing a 33-year-old woman who messaged 
an 11-year-old boy is now under advise-
ment following a Sept. 18 court date.

Alahna Mary O’Connell, 33, of Mablev-
ale, was cited with contributing to the de-
linquency of a minor in June. During her 
court date, O’Connell, with her attorney 
Brent A. Miller, entered a plea agreement 
on the charge and she was ordered to pay 
a $350 fine and a no-contact order was is-
sued for her minor victim.

The misdemeanor charge is now under 
advisement for one year after which time 
the charge can be dismissed if O’Connell 
adheres to lawful conduct conditions, 

according to the Pike County District 
Clerk’s office.

According to a Feb. 8 incident report 
filed on the case by Pike County Investi-
gator Jason McDonald, an investigation 
into O’Connell began on Feb. 7 when a 
mother told McDonald she had discov-
ered messages between her young son 
and O’Connell that dated back to Novem-
ber 2024.

The mother said that despite her efforts 
to block internet access and prevent the 
downloading of apps on her son’s phone, 
the boy had downloaded Snapchat on 
a relative’s iPad. The relative reported 
seeing a message between the boy and 
O’Connell which allegedly included a 

picture of O’Connell in a tanning bed with 
the caption “would be a tight squeeze in 
here.”

McDonald noted that a review of 
screenshots showed “several inappro-
priate conversations” and the mother 
claimed O’Connell was also messaging 
other underage boys. McDonald said the 
claim is “unknown due to Snapchat’s de-
letion feature.”

“Based on the nature of the messages 
sent to (the son), there is a possibility that 
the other messages could be inappropri-
ate or sexual on Snapchat due to her son 
hiding the amount from his parent.”

Local woman cited with misdemeanor case involving youth 

BY JOHN BALCH
Nashville News-Leader staff

NASHVILLE -- Animal control services for six area southwest 
Arkansas towns are currently on hold following the abrupt res-
ignation of Nashville Animal Control Officer Seborn Gregory, 
who has been with the service since it began in 1998.

As of Sept. 24, the day after Gregory submitted his resignation 
to Nashville Mayor Larry Dunaway, no animals have been taken 
in at the pound, and it will remain that way, until further notice.

Nashville Animal Control also has contracts for services in Di-
erks, Murfreesboro, Mineral Springs, Washington and Prescott. 
Mayor Dunaway notified the mayors of those cities about Greg-
ory’s resignation via email which stated work was underway 
to take care of and get the remaining animals at the pound “ad-
opted out as quickly as possible.”

Dunaway also informed the cities, “I will ask that you hold 
payment to the City of Nashville beginning with the October 
payment until we are able to resume normal operations.”

The current annual contract amounts paid to Nashville by the 
cities includes:

• Nashville $57,644
• Prescott $43,042
• Murfreesboro $20,750
• Mineral Springs $15,060
• Dierks $12,714
• Washington $3,150
The city contracts help fund the two-person animal control 

operation, including the salary of Gregory and longtime co-em-
ployee Suzanne Gaithright, who was hired soon after Gregory 
in January 1998 and will remain with the shelter “at this point in 
time,” said the mayor.

Mayor Dunaway added that he “hates the way it happened” 
with Gregory’s departure and noted that Gregory had been 
“involved in every nut and screw” during construction of the 
shelter, its completion and operation, and was also nearing the 
retirement mark of his career. “He’s always been there for us.”

The City of Nashville is currently advertising for the open po-
sition. Interested applicants can call the Mayor’s Office at (870) 
845-7400.

Gregory’s resignation came on the heels of a Nashville City 
Council meeting held Monday, Sept. 22 when about 30 mem-
bers of Southwest Arkansas PAWS showed up with offers to vol-
unteer at the pound and a list of recommendations on how to 

cut down on or slow the pound’s current euthanasia rate. SWA 
PAWS is a new organization in Nashville that formed after its 
members learned that more than 82 percent of the animals that 
had been taken in at Nashville Animal Control during 2024 had 
been euthanized.

Mayor Dunaway said any work currently taking place at the 
shelter is being handled by Gaithright and several SWA PAWS 
volunteers.

SWA PAWS, which encourages people to “adopt rather than 
shop” for their pets, is also currently fundraising to provide free 
or low cost spay or neuter clinics. 

Animal control on hold for six cities until further notice

MURFREESBORO -- Pike County Circuit Clerk Sabrina Wil-
liams has announced her intention seek the same position in the 
next election cycle.

“I would like to announce that I will be seeking re-election for 
a fifth term as your Pike County Circuit Clerk. Serving the citi-
zens of Pike County has been, and will always be, a privilege,” 
said Williams.

She said over the course time in office the Circuit Clerk’s Of-
fice has seen significant improvements, including implemen-
tation of an electronic court management filing system and an 
electronic recording system for deeds and mortgages -- both of 
which have streamlined processes, reduced costs, and increased 
efficiency for the office and the public.

In addition, Williams successfully secured $57,525.00 in grants 
from the Association of Arkansas Counties Automated Records 
Systems Fund. These funds have allowed us to scan and index 
historical land records and to establish our current recording 
system, ensuring better access and preservation of important 
records for generations to come.

“Looking ahead, I remain committed to seeking new opportu-
nities and innovations that will enhance the services of the Cir-
cuit Clerk’s Office. My dedication to serving the people of Pike 
County is unwavering, and I humbly ask for your continued 
trust and support as I seek re-election,” said Williams.

Circuit Clerk seeks reelection

Submitted photoSABRINA WILLIAMS



MURFREESBORO -- A Pike County man 
charged with second-degree murder for the 
shooting death of Daniel Cain Lamb, 44, of 
Delight, on June 18 entered a “not guilty” plea 
Monday.

Gage Allan King, 23, of Murfreesboro, was 
charged Sept. 18 in Pike County Circuit Court 
and entered his plea Monday in Pike County 

Circuit Court. A Nov. 3 pretrial date was set but 
first King will return to court on Oct. 6 for a 
possible bond increase. King was initially ex-
pected to charged with manslaughter in the 
shooting.

Also Monday in Pike County court , Danny 
Golden, 60, of Glenwood, plead guilty to the 
amended charge of possession of a firearm by 

certain persons and was fined $2,500 plus court 
cost and placed on six years of probation.

Jakob Reppo, 38, of Glenwood, also plead 
guilty Monday to possession of a controlled 
substance and was sentenced to six years in the 
Arkansas Department of Corrections (ADC) 
with three years suspended.

CHARGES FILED SEPT. 26
Brandy Rose Balderson, 52, of Glenwood, 

charged with possession of methamphetamine 
and drug paraphernalia.

Misty M. Williamson, 39, of Bismarck, 
charged with nonsupport.

Dakota Welch, 27, of Glenwood, charged 
with possession of controlled substance and 
furnishing prohibited articles.

Leah Ann Ransom, 24, of Glenwood, charged 
with forgery and theft of property.
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Murfreesboro church 
of Christ

305 S. Second Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 • Worship 10:20

Sun. eve. 6 p.m. • Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.

Bro. Buddy Ray

Bank of Delight
503 E. Antioch St.  Delight

(870) 379-2293

Trinity Missionary 
Baptist Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro
• Worship 11 a.m. • Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.  

• Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
•Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy

To reserve this space for your 
church services or business...

Call Christy at
870-285-2723

HAVE AN ITEM YOU’D LIKE TO 
SEE INCLUDED?

email us at 
mdiamond@windstream.net

Attend Church 
This Sunday!

‘Dear Preacher’
By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ

PRAYER 
Jesus gives us personal, 

productive insight on effec-
tive prayer in Matthew 6:1-15. 
He says not to be hypocritical 
when we pray or to pray to be 
seen of men. Proper prayer and 
proper meditation go together. 
God will reward prayer openly. 
Prayer should not be repeti-
tious. In Matthew 6:9 we are 
told to begin prayer in this 
way, “Our Father in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.” God 
deserves our praise and devo-
tion. We should always give 
God honor and glory for He 
is the Lord of lords and the 
King of kings. Heartfelt prayer 
will be a time of praise for 
all He has done and is doing 
for us. “Thy Kingdom come, 

they will be done on earth as 
it is in Heaven.” The church-
kingdom was a reality on the 
first Pentecost following Jesus’ 
resurrection. The kingdom has 
not come for the whole world 
because all people have not 
heard the gospel of salvation. 
We must continue to work and 
pray that each and every soul 

may have the opportunity to 
hear and obey the Word. Daily 
bread (word of God) is a neces-
sity. We should pray for physi-
cal blessings and be thankful 
for them. We are debtors to 
Jehovah for grace, mercy and 
all other spiritual blessings – a 
debt that can never be paid. 
Only God’s divine instructions 
can keep us from temptations 
and help us to overcome Satan. 
The power, glory and kingdom 
forever will be the final victory. 
Jesus prayed He and prayed 
often, long and fervently. He 
knew the most potent weapon 
in our spiritual arsenal would 
be a well-used prayer life with 
the Father. Amen. 

Paid Advertisement

SOUTH PIKE COUNTY SCHOOL MENU
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2
Breakfast: French toast sticks or cereal, fruit, 

juice, milk
Lunch: Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes, 

black eyed peas, cornbread muffin, applesauce, 
milk

7-12 line 2 option- Chicken fried steak w/
gravy

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3
Breakfast: Chocolate muffin or cereal, fruit, 

juice, milk
Lunch: Vegetable soup, steamed broccoli, 

grilled cheese sandwich, pears, milk
7-12 line 2 option- Big Daddy pizza
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6
Breakfast: Mini pancakes or cereal, fruit, 

juice, milk
Lunch: Chicken spaghetti, seasoned carrots, 

green beans, garlic toast, applesauce, milk

7-12 line 2 option- Popcorn chicken
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7
Breakfast: Breakfast pizza or cereal, fruit, 

juice, milk
Lunch: Cheeseburger, sidewinder fries, let-

tuce, tomato, 7-12 onion & pickle slices, mixed 
fruit, milk

7-12 line 2 option-Spicy chicken sandwich-
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8

Breakfast: Chicken biscuit or cereal, fruit, 
juice, milk

Lunch: Chicken tenders, mashed potatoes, 
7-12 brown gravy, steamed broccoli, whole 
grain roll, tropical fruit, milk

7-12 line 2 option- Beef fingers

*Due to food item shortages menus are subject to 
change without notice. Any changes to the menu will 
be posted on the website at www.rattlers.org

MURFREESBORO SENIOR ADULT CENTER LUNCH MENU
MONDAY, OCT. 6
BBQ pulled pork sandwich, baked beans, 

chips, hot spiced apples
TUESDAY, OCT. 7
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, glazed carrots, 

roll, peaches & cream

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 8
Chicken breast, black eyed peas, okra corn-

bread, pumpkin spice blondies
Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more information 

(870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day at 8 a.m. Carry out is now available for $6.00

Tis the season for cooking with fresh pumpkins this fall
This season, try experimenting with pump-

kin in new and creative ways, from baking 
and blending to roasting.  They are healthy, 
hearty, and full of flavor. Packed with nutrients 
and fiber, pumpkin can be used in everything 
from soups to baked goods. And don’t toss the 
seeds! Roasted pumpkin seeds make a deli-
cious, crunchy snack full of protein, iron, and 
fiber. Just clean, dry, season, and roast them for 
a healthy treat that’s perfect for lunch boxes or 
snacking by the handful. 

Rich in nutrients and surprisingly low in cal-
ories, just a half-cup of canned pumpkin pro-
vides 4 grams of fiber, no fat or cholesterol, and 
only 50 calories. Even better, that small serving 
delivers your entire daily requirement of vita-
min A, thanks to its high beta-carotene content. 
Beta-carotene is a powerful antioxidant that 
supports eye health, a strong immune system. 
Pumpkins are also a good source of vitamins B 
and C, potassium, iron, and even a bit of pro-
tein.

When choosing a pumpkin for cooking, size 
and type matter. Smaller varieties like pie or 
sweet pumpkins are your best bet. They have 

a sweeter flavor and less watery flesh. These 
are ideal for baking, cooking, or pureeing. Save 
the big Jack-O’-Lantern pumpkins for decorat-
ing; they aren’t recommended for eating once 
carved and left outside.

To prepare fresh pumpkin puree, peel and 
cube your pumpkin, then steam or bake it until 
tender. Puree the flesh in a blender or mash it 
by hand. You can also purchase canned pump-
kin for convenience, just make sure to read the 
label carefully and choose plain pumpkin, not 
the pre-sweetened pie filling.

Pumpkin isn’t just for pie. It adds flavor, 
moisture, and nutrition to muffins, cookies, 
breads, soups, dips, and more. Thanks to its 
natural sweetness and fiber content, it’s also 
great in healthier recipes that still taste indul-
gent.

If you plan to harvest seeds from a fresh 
pumpkin, start by selecting a firm, mature 
pumpkin with no soft spots or blemishes. Cut 
the pumpkin in half and use a large spoon or 
your hands to scoop out the seeds from the 
center cavity. The seeds will be surrounded by 
stringy pulp. To separate them, place the mix-

ture in a bowl of cool water and gently loosen 
the seeds with your fingers. The seeds will 
float, making it easier to separate them from 
the pulp. Once separated, drain the seeds and 
pat them dry with a paper towel.

To roast your pumpkin seeds, spread the 
clean, dry seeds in a single layer on a baking 
sheet. Add a light drizzle of oil and sprinkle 
with your favorite seasonings—such as sea salt, 
garlic powder, chili, or cinnamon sugar. Roast 
in a 300°F oven for about 20 to 30 minutes, 
stirring occasionally, until golden and crispy. 
Roasted pumpkin seeds are easy to make and 
endlessly customizable, making them a healthy 
and satisfying fall snack.  Enjoy!

RECIPE OF THE WEEK: 

CINNAMON-SUGAR 
ROASTED PUMPKIN SEEDS
Ingredients:
1 1/2 cups pumpkin seeds, rinsed and patted 

dry with paper towels
2 tablespoons butter, melted
2 tablespoons sugar
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
Heat oven to 325°F.
In small bowl, mix all ingredients. Spread on 

ungreased cookie sheet in single layer.
Bake about 20 minutes, stirring once or twice, 

until seeds begin to brown. 
Let cool and serve, or store in an airtight con-

tainer at room temperature for up to two weeks

PIKE COUNTY EXTENSION
Eva Langley, Family and Consumer Sciences Agent

Family • Nutrition • Food Safety • Finance • Fitness & Health

MURFREESBORO -- A grant is providing all 
rural CHI Health community members with 
free internet through June of next year

Last Mile Connect Care is providing high 
speed internet at no cost to any person who 
has even been a client with CHI St. Vincent or 
any of the other CHI properties. The in-home 
5G or 4G broadband connectivity is provided 
at no cost.

The program is funded with support from 
the United Stated Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to provide broadband con-
nectivity and equipment to rural, Tribal and 
underserved areas nationwide via the T-Mobile 
network.

The Last Mile Connect Care pilot program 

is a partnership between CommonSpirit/CHI 
Health, First Choice Integrations, All Ways 
Wireless and T-Mobile aiming to deliver essen-
tial healthcare to individuals at home.

Participants will have the option to discon-
tinue service at the end of June 2026 (or later 
if the grant is extended) or can subscribe to a 
monthly plan with T-Mobile to continue ser-
vice. The provided router is free of charge and 
will not need to be returned.

Following a completed application process, 
a router will be shipped directly to the appli-
cant’s home address.

For more information, visit www.lastmile-
connect.care.

CHI offers free internet to patients

King enters ‘not guilty’ plea to charges of second-degree murder

MURFREESBORO -- The Pike County Con-
servation District is now taking orders for 
Fresh Mammoth Pecans, assorted  flavors of 
Fudge and Raw Peanuts. 

The last day to order is Friday, Oct. 24.  Pay-
ment required when order is placed.  

For more information or to place an order 
call Monday thru Wednesday at (870) 285-2424 
or drop by the office at 131 N. Kelly St. Suite C.  

Orders should arrived the second week in 
November.

Holiday nut orders now being accepted

LETTER TO EDITOR POLICY
All letters to the editor must be signed, along with a phone number (that will not be published) 

provided for confirmation purposes. The Murfreesboro Diamond reserves the right to edit
 letters for length and clarity. Letters must not be libelous or contain any profanities. 

Send letters to P.O. Box 550, Murfreesboro, AR 71958 or email to mdiamond.editor@windstream.net 



DOMESTIC RELATIONS
DR-25-49 -- OCSE, vs. William West, support/OCSE, Aug. 26
DR-25-50 -- OCSE, vs. Eric Wright, support/OCSE, Aug. 28
DR-25-51 -- Lynnlee Jordan, vs. Wesley Jordan, order of pro-

tection, Aug. 29
DR-25-52 -- Wesley Jordan, vs. Lynnlee Jordan, order of pro-

tection, Aug. 29
DR-25-53 -- Julie Burns, vs. Charles Derek Burns, order of pro-

tection, Sept. 5
DR-25-54 --Heidi Buck, vs. Brannon Buck, divorce, Sept. 10
DR-25-55 --Lezly Christina-Martinez,vs. Christina Granadero, 

order of protection, Sept. 17
DR-25-56 -- Candice Cox, vs. Christopher Cox, order of protec-

tion, Sept. 22

DR-25-57 -- Maria Zamorano, vs. Johnny Zamorano, divorce, 
Sept. 22

DR-25-58 -- Candice Cox, vs. Christopher Cox, divorce, Sept. 
25

CIVIL
CV-25- 71 -- Scott Vaught, vs. Castle Repairs LLC., tort/other, 

Aug. 26
CV-25-72 -- American Car Mart Inc., vs. William Sullins, debt 

collection, Aug. 26
CV-25-73 -- Bettie Grantz, vs. Misty Tomlinson, automobile 

tort, Sept. 2
CV-25-74 -- Diamond Bank, vs. Jeffrey Burton ET AL, mort-

gage foreclosure, Sept. 4
CV-25-75 -- Velocity Investments, vs. Jonna Alexander, debt 

collection, Sept. 8
CV-25-76 -- TD Bank, vs. Justin Bennett, debt collection, Sept. 

10
CV-25-77 -- Credit Acceptance Corp., vs. Jimmy Russell, con-

tract/other, Sept. 10
CV-25- 78 -- Credit Acceptance Corp., vs. Nicholas D. Martin, 

contract/other, Sept. 11
CV-25-79 -- Capital One, vs. Shelton Miller, debt collection, 

Sept. 12
CV-25-80 --LVNV Funding LLC., vs. Chad Hughes, debt col-

lection, Sept. 12
CV-25-81 -- Janice Ramage, vs. Maye Gnell Davis, ET AL, civ-

il/other, Sept. 18
CV-25-82 -- Credit Acceptance Corp., vs. Brenda Vasquez, con-

tract/other, Sept. 25
CV-25-83 -- LVNV Funding LLC., vs. Tracy Hunter, debt col-

lection, Sept. 26
MARRIAGE LICENSE
Jordan Taylor Lacefield, 23, Delight; Jasmine Skye Moncus, 20, 

Delight, Aug. 22

Jackson Shaun Furr, 20, Amity; Hannah Elizabeth Mahan, 21, 
Amity, Sept. 11

Landon Kane Kelley, 22, Langley; Madilynne Dixie Hamner, 
20, Amity, Sept. 12

Jeffory Eugene Spears, 45, Amity; Linda Gale Smity, 53, Amity, 
Sept. 16

Randall Grant Kunkel, 24, Delight; Kaylee Judith Kelton, 27, 
Delight, Sept. 25

James Patrick May, 50, Murfreesboro; Amy Christine Baldeh, 
56, Peculiar. Mo., Sept. 26
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KIDS’ BOOKS
* -- Theme Related Clue
ACROSS
1. *The Big Bad Wolf: “I’ll ____ your house 

down”
5. Edgar Rice Burroughs’ Kerchak or Kala
8. Cosine’s buddy
12. Target of grand theft
13. Influencer’s journal
14. Food-grinding tooth
15. Bear’s hang-out
16. Like a maxi skirt
17. Get up
18. *Robert McCloskey’s “Make Way for ____”
20. March Madness org.
21. Expenditure, in the olden days
22. *”Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a 

____”
23. Turn pale
26. Lachrymatory agent (2 words)
30. Swimmer’s distance
31. Rinse and ____
34. Consequently
35. Join forces
37. Bruin legend Bobby
38. Jury duty event
39. Per person
40. Hockey player, e.g.
42. Approximated landing time
43. What naughty children do
45. Fortification made of wagons
47. Preceding month
48. Unnecessary embellishment
50. Customs document
52. *He had a terrible, horrible, no good, very 

bad day
56. Popular pie nut
57. Not final
58. Just a little
59. Choice dish
60. ____-do-well
61. Sudden and brilliant success
62. Doofus
63. Is, in France
64. Fail to mention

DOWN
1. Like a certain eagle
2. Oahu shindig
3. Related to ear
4. Exert persuasive powers (2 words)
5. Jennifer Aniston’s movie “____ Came Polly”
6. *Canine father in Dodie Smith’s “The Hun-

dred and One Dalmatians”
7. *Dr. Seuss: “I do not like green ____ and 

ham”
8. *Philosopher in American edition of “Harry 

Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone”
9. Hipbone
10. U.S. space agency, acr.
11. *”I heard him exclaim, ____ he drove out of 

sight, Merry Christmas...”
13. Not serious
14. Bipolar disorder phase
19. Filthy cabbage
22. Favorite student
23. Protected steel from rust with coating
24. Hawaiian veranda
25. Long stories
26. *The Queen of Hearts baked more than 

one of these
27. “In the Hall of the Mountain King” com-

poser Edvard ____
28. Popular gemstone
29. Type of renewable energy
32. *Janette Sebring Lowrey’s “The ____ Little 

Puppy”
33. Pitcher’s stat
36. *”One ____ and One Nights”
38. ____-____-la refrain
40. Group of exercise reps
41. a.k.a. philosopher’s stone
44. Flavorless
46. Aluminum+nickel+cobalt, magnetic alloy
48. What time does
49. Button on electrical outlet
50. Bride’s cover
51. International Civil Aviation Organization
52. *Green Gables resident ____ Shirley
53. Gloom’s partner
54. Evening purse
55. Wholly engrossed
56. Pipe material, acr.

ALL TYPES OF 
ROOFING

We are insured!

In Business Since 1992!
Greg (870) 356-8934

Quality work,
Free Estimates

MINI  STORAGE in Murfrees-
boro. 870-845-6304.             (gs:4-tf)

SMALL ADS WORK
CALL TO PLACE 

YOURS
870-285-2723

Classifieds
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Borrower: Karen DeAnn White and Cecil Roy White, 
Jr., wife and husband 

Lender: Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc.

NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND INTENTION TO 
SELL. 

YOU MAY LOSE YOUR PROPERTY IF YOU DO 
NOT TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION. 

IF YOUR PROPERTY IS SOLD YOU WILL 
REMAIN LIABLE FOR ANY DEFICIENCY AND AN 
ACTION FOR COLLECTION MAY BE BROUGHT 
AGAINST YOU. 

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR AND IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A 
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION GIVEN MAY BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on October 
21, 2025, at or about 10:00 a.m., the following real 
property will be sold at the main/front door of the Pike 
County Courthouse, located at 1 Courthouse Square, 
Murfreesboro, Arkansas 71958, to the highest bidder 
for cash:

PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF 
THE NORTHEAST QUARTER SECTION TWO (2), 
TOWNSHIP NINE (9) SOUTH, RANGE TWENTY-SIX 
(26) WEST, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING 
AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID FORTY-
ACRE TRACT; THENCE SOUTH 49 YARDS; 
THENCE WEST 35 YARDS; THENCE NORTH 49 
YARDS; THENCE EAST 35 YARDS TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING, AND CONTAINING 35/100THS OF 
AN ACRE, MORE OR LESS; AND BEING THE SAME 
LAND AS THAT CONVEYED AND DESCRIBED 
IN BOOK D238 AT PAGE 375, LAND RECORDS OF 
PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS. ALSO DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:

PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 2, T. 9 S., R. 
26 W., PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS, DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF 
SAID NE1/4 OF THE NE1/4 SECTION 2, T. 9 S., R. 26 
W., PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS; THENCE – SOUTH 
49 YARDS; THENCE – WEST 35 YARDS; THENCE – 
NORTH 49 YARDS THENCE - EAST 35 YARDS TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; BASIS OF BEARINGS 
IS DEED CALL BEARING SOUTH ALONG WAST 
BOUNDARY LINE. THE ABOVE PREVIOUSLY 
DESCRIBED PROPERTY BEING SURVEYED BY 
RICHARD V. HALL, JR. CONTAINS 0.354 ACRES OF 
LAND, MORE OR LESS: AND SUBJECT TO SUCH 
RIGHTS AS MAY BE VESTED IN PUBLIC FOR SWEET 
HOME ROAD AND ROY ROAD ALONG THE WEST 
AND SOUTH BOUNDARY LINES OF THE ABOVE 
DESCRIBED 0.354 ACRE TRACT, AS DEPICTED IN A 

SURVEY BY RICHARD V. HALL, AR RPLS #820, OF 
HALL SURVEYING & ENGINEERING, INC., DATED 
11/22/10.

Along with a 2006 CMHM Manufactured Home with 
Serial No.: CLS104802TN, attached thereto, with the 
address of 552 Sweet Home Road, Nashville, Arkansas 
71852.

On , October 1, 2018 a Mortgage was executed by 
Karen DeAnn White and Cecil Roy White, Jr., wife and 
husband, to Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc., 
which was recorded on October 15, 2018 (Document 
#: 20184812), in the real estate records of Pike County, 
Arkansas.  The party initiating foreclosure can be 
contacted at: Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc., 
500 Alcoa Trail, Maryville, Tennessee 37804, Phone 
(800) 970-7250.

Default has occurred in the payment of said 
indebtedness by the current owner(s) of the property, 
and the same is now therefore wholly due and owing. 
Lender intends to sell the above property to satisfy the 
obligation; and,

Tenants of the property may exist that claim an 
interest in the real property herein.

The undersigned is the attorney for the Lender and 
is acting on and with the consent of the Lender who 
is exercising its power of sale under Ark. Code Ann. 
§ 18-50-115, which implies a power of sale in every 
mortgage of real property situated in this State that is 
duty acknowledged and recorded.

The sale is subject to any requirements and conditions 
set forth in the applicable recorded or unrecorded 
plat or bill(s) of assurance affecting the above real 
property; any restrictive covenants, easements, set back 
lines or encroachments; any unpaid taxes or special 
assessments; any statutory redemption rights of any 
governmental entity; any prior liens or encumbrances 
as well as any priority created by a UCC or fixture 
filing; and, to any matter that an accurate survey of the 
property might disclose. This property is being sold 
“as-is” with no representation as to the condition of 
any structure(s) thereon.

This foreclosure proceeding includes a manufactured 
home that is titled as personal property. Ark. Code Ann 
§ 4-9-604 allows the foreclosing party to proceed against 
both the personal property and the real property in this 
manner.

The legal description contained herein controls and 
takes priority over any address used to the extent the 
legal description and address conflict.

Dated: July 11, 2025 
Biles Wilson, PLLC, 457 Laurence Drive, Suite 195, 

Heath, Texas 75032
(214) 662-8456. 
By: Jeremy R. Wilson, ABN 2000108

PUBLIC NOTICE

(p.n.a., 781w, 12,13,14,15)

MURFREESBORO -- Local businessman Jack 
Bonds shared an update on the future Chimney 
Rock grocery store last week.

He said that the inside demolition had been 
completed and that construction of the inside 
of the building was now underway.

“The tear down is done and the build is on ... 
it’s definitely coming along.”

Projects currently ongoing include reroofing 
the building, polishing the floor and painting 
inside.

Framing is currently ongoing for the back 
wall, and walk-in coolers have been ordered.

The meat room is currently under construc-
tion, and a sign is being ordered.

“This is over 10,000 square feet and there 
will be nothing small or quaint about it,” said 
Bonds, who pledged fair, good pricing with no 
added percentages at the check-out line. 

Bonds said the store could be open optimis-
tically by the turn of 2026 if everything hap-
pened perfectly, but that a date later into the 
year -- March perhaps -- was more realistic.

He said the store will feature rotisserie chick-
en, fresh baked goods, a full meat market with 
butcher and a full produce section.

“This will be one of the nicer stores in the 
area -- perhaps in all of southwest Arkansas,” 
Bonds concluded.

Bonds said he is seeking old pictures of the 
Piggly Wiggly store from its heyday or pictures 
of any grocery store in Murfreesboro to help 
the store connect the town’s past to its future. 
Should anyone have pictures they would be 
willing to share, they are asked to bring them to 
the Gypsy Underground Flea Market in Mur-
freesboro.

Grocery store progressing

Submitted Photo

ONWARD AND UPWARD ... Walls were being constructed last week at the future site of 
Chimney Rock Grocery in Murfreesboro. 

STATE CAPITOL WEEK 
IN REVIEW
Senator Steve Crowell

LITTLE ROCK – The state 
Department of Education has 
released letter grades for all 
public schools in Arkansas. 
They can be found on the De-
partment’s web site.

The Internet address for the 
school report cards is quite 
lengthy. Perhaps the simplest 
way to access them is to con-
duct a search for “Arkansas 
school letter grades 2025.”

Here is the address of the 
web page: https://dese.ade.
arkansas.gov/Offices/public-
school-accountability/school-
performance/school-letter-
grade.

The letter grades were 
given to 1,032 schools in Ar-
kansas and 352, about a third, 
were given a “C” while 291 re-
ceived a “B.”

A total of 122 schools re-
ceived an “A,” 137 received a 
“D” and 130 received an “F.”

The grades of elementary 
and middle schools were 
based on three categories. The 
first is the percentages of stu-
dents who scored at proficient 
or better on standardized tests 
in English, math and science. 
The second category mea-
sured how much students’ 
test scores had improved in 
those three subjects. The third 
category measured improve-
ment by students at the bot-

tom fourth of the rankings.
Those three categories 

were also used to grade high 
schools, along with a fourth 
category that measured the 
percentage of graduates and 
the percentage of gradu-
ates who went on to college, 
the military or employment.      
When an official of the Edu-
cation Department appeared 
before a legislative commit-
tee in August, she was asked 
if the diversity of the popula-
tion within a school district 
affected how its grades were 
calculated. The official said it 
did not.

Department officials were 
careful to ensure that mea-
sures of student growth did 
not correlate to any particu-
lar demographic, she said. It 
should fairly allow districts to 
demonstrate academic growth 
no matter what the socio-eco-
nomic breakdown of their stu-
dent population.

Two-thirds of elementary 
and middle school ratings 
will be based on the extent to 
which students are meeting 
their individualized growth 
targets each year. More than 
a third of high school ratings 
will be based on individual 
student growth.

The formula for calculating 
this year’s school letter grades 
is new, and education officials 
say it allows parents to bet-
ter draw comparisons among 
different public schools. One 

reason the Education Depart-
ment devised a new system of 
letter grades for schools is that 
students are taking different 
standardized tests than previ-
ously.

Also, the Education Secre-
tary said some superinten-
dents had concerns that the 
old system of school report 
cards did not accurately re-
flect what was being achieved 
in their schools.

Letter grades enhance 
school choice for parents by 
allowing them to compare 
schools. They also enable 
educators to identify areas 
that need support, with the 
ultimate goal of not having a 
school that fails.

Since the spring of 2024 stu-
dents have been taking the Ar-
kansas Teaching, Learning & 
Assessment System (ATLAS). 
Earlier this year the legislature 
approved Act 474 instructing 
educators to change the ac-
countability system so that it 
aligns with the LEARNS Act 
and with new student stan-
dardized testing.

The LEARNS Act was 
passed in 2023. It’s a broad re-
form of public school financ-
ing and academic standards 
which, among many other 
things, raised teacher salaries 
and expanded literacy pro-
grams.

State releases letter grades for school districts

MOUNT IDA -- The Montgomery County Extension Home-
makers are proud to present the 45th Annual Montgomery 
County Quilt Show, set to take place October 10–11 at the Mont-
gomery County Fairgrounds in Mount Ida.

This long-standing community event draws visitors from 
across the region to admire more than 100 quilts, ranging from 
treasured family heirlooms and antique pieces to bold, modern 
designs. Quilts will be judged by local officials and business 
owners, and several will be available for purchase.

In addition to the quilt displays, visitors can browse a country 
store-style flea market featuring baked goods, quilting supplies, 
handmade items, and other unique finds. Attendees can also 
purchase tickets for a chance to win this year’s raffle quilt—a 
beautifully crafted piece that will be awarded to one lucky win-
ner at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday. Proceeds from the raffle and sales 
go toward local service projects supported by the Extension 
Homemakers.

“We’re thrilled to continue this tradition,” said Karalee Black 
of the Montgomery County Extension Office. “It’s a wonder-
ful way to celebrate quilting as an art form while supporting 
the community.”  This year we will honor Cathy Stucker, Cathy 
made significant contributions to quilting in Montgomery 
County, Arkansas, through her involvement in local quilt shows 
and the Montgomery County Quilt Trail. 

The weekend in Mount Ida will be especially festive, as the 
annual Sorghum Festival will also be held Saturday, October 11, 
at the Heritage House Museum, offering even more for visitors 
to enjoy.

EVENT SCHEDULE:
• Wednesday, October 8: Quilt check-in from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 

at the Annex Building.
• Thursday, October 9: Quilt check-in continues from 9:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Fairgrounds. Judging will take place 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

• Friday & Saturday, October 10–11: Quilt show open to the 
public from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

• Saturday, October 11: Raffle quilt drawing at 4:00 p.m. (win-
ner will be contacted if not present); quilt check-out begins at 
5:30 p.m.

For more information, contact the Montgomery County Ex-
tension Office at (870) 867-2311.

Montgomery County EHC 
announces dates for quilt show

Staff photo

HOMECOMING PARADE ... After being cancelled due to 
weather the week previous, the MHS marching band led the 
homecoming parade through the streets of Murfreesboro last 
Friday afternoon.

Staff photos

MUSICAL CELEBRATION ... Makina Hudgins (left) and Clark Campbell (right) were among 
several acts to perform at Delight during last Saturday’s Delight Music Fest.
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