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Benefit set for former
Delight resident

DELIGHT -- A prayer circle and benefit for
Stephanie Cox-Ivy will be held on Sunday,
Aug. 24, at the Delight School cafeteria begin-
ning at 12:15, immediately following church
services.

The menu will consist of spaghetti (regular
or chicken), salad, bread, dessert and a drink.
Take out will be available.

Event organizers ask that the community
join to support Cox-Ivy on her cancer journey.

She has had multiple surgeries, suffered
from sepsis, been on a wound vac and has a
colostomy bag. She has developed a high out-
put fistula which makes it difficult to leave her
home.

Stephanie is on IV nutrition for 16 hours per
day to help with hydration. She will have test
in September to determine if she is cancer free.
If her scans are clear, she will have another ma-
jor surgery.

There will also be an online auction in the
days prior as well.

“Most of all, come together with us as we
pray for Stephanie and her journey,” said the
event realase.

If you would like to help in any way, please
contact Celeste May, Pam Hayward or Carrie
Tidwell. There is an account at the Bank of De-
light for Stephanie’s benefit.

“Although Stephanie has moved from our
community, let's remember the countless
hours she has selflessly volunteered helping
with community events. She has been a Teen
Group leader at the Delight First Missionary
Baptist Church, Delight Cemetery Dinner vol-
unteer, local benefits and fundraiser helper,
community supporter, all sports bookkeeper,
original Prom Promise organizer, class spon-
sor, homecoming coordinator, carnival worker
and the ultimate Bulldog and Rattler fan. Now
she needs our help. This is a great time for our
community and those she has helped to repay
generousity and kindness.”

Delight cemetery board
to hold public meeting

DELIGHT -- A meeting of the Delight Ceme-
tery Association is scheduled for Tuesday, Sept.
2 at 6:30 pm at the Delight Cafeteria.

This meeting is open to the public and the
association encourages all persons interested
to come and support the on-going care of the
cemetery and also offer any suggestions that
they might have.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Extension to host
leader training classes

On Aug. 21-22 at the U of A Cossatot Campus
in De Queen, the University of Arkansas Exten-
sion Service will hold training classes for any-
one interested in leading an Extension GetFit
class in their workplace/ church/community.

Please call the Pike County office at (870)
285-2161 for more information.

DO YOU KNOW
SOMETHING
WORTH TELLING?

Submit Your Local

News to the Diamond!

mdiamond @windstream.net
Call (870) 285-2723 for More Information
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Submitted photo/Alan McRae

LAKE GREESON RESIDENTIAL FIRE ... Aresidential fire complete consumed a residence on Lake Greeson last Sunday. According to Fire
Chief Ricky Branch, the Murfreesboro Fire Department would like to thank the Nathan, Bingen and Delight Fire Departments for their assistance,
as well as all the neighboring individuals that provided the firefighters with liquid refreshment during the especially hot temperatures that day.

Fire engulfs home on Greeson Sunday

LAKE GREESON -- A home that has become
somewhat of a landmark on the south end of
Lake Greeson was completely destroyed by fire
the afternoon of Sunday, Aug. 17, according to
Murfreesboro Fire & Rescue Department Chief

Ricky Branch.

Branch said the fire department arrived at
the scene on Lake Village Drive, located on the
hillside point of the cove across from Swaha

for more than five hours. He said the depart-
ment’s response time was around 23 minutes
and involved loaded tanker trucks and person-
nel having to navigate Dynamite Hill and the
winding roads that lead to the lake estates.

Marina, around 3:30 p.m. and fought the fire
i : The local department was assisted by fire-

fighters from Murfreesboro, Bingen, Nathan
and Delight, as well as many who brought wa-
ter and Gatorade to the scene. “We simply can’t
thank them enough,” Branch said, adding that
the scene was literally littered with hundreds
of empty bottles.

Branch said that upon arrival firefighters
first had to deal with a nearby home’s roof that
was smoldering and the grassfires spreading
on the point. “Once we had that under control,
we went on the defense to contain the fire.”

“This fire was very challenging and difficult,
given the heat and being on a hillside with little
access and limited water supply, but with ev-
eryone’s help we were able to contain it and
keep it from spreading to other homes,” Branch
said in a social media post.

The home is owned by the Neece family of
Texas, who Branch said were out on the north
end of the lake when they received word their
home was on fire. The family’s pet dog per-
ished in the fire, according to the fire chief.
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Rattlers hold Red-White game, to scrimmage Ashdown Friday

-

MURFREESBORO - Following Friday’s Red-White scrimmage, Rat-
tler head coach Jay Turley was pleased with the team’s effort.

“It was good to see what they could do when they went full out,” he
noted, stating that the scrimmage provided more intensity than a regu-
lar practice. “We saw some good things and some things we need to
work on.”

He said the team would review the film ahead of their scrimmage this
week versus Ashdown.

“You still expect to see mistakes at this point,” he reasoned, noting
that some of the positives from the scrimmage included good pass
blocking by the offensive line.

He credited QB Kooper Caldwell with good decision making and
passing, and said WR Caleb Terrell showed good catching skills at the
scrimmage in his opportunity to fill in for injured starting WR Kale
Burns.

He added the receiving corps still needed to shore up their route run-
ning in the next week.

Turley said the defense played well until they tired in the hot and hu-
mid conditions on Friday night that was only exacerbated by the short
rain prior to play began.

“Cameron Braden was a force on the line,” he said of the defensive
lineman'’s effort.

RATTLERS Continued on Page2

Staff Photo

BREAKING A TACKLE ... Rattler wide receiver Caleb Terrell looks to
move downfield following a catch at the Red-White scrimmage Friday.
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Overall, he was proud of the team’s effort to
“compete under the lights in front of people
and step up their level of competition.”

While the format had yet to be officially final-
ized for Friday’s scrimmage versus Ashdown,
Turley said he expected that it might look like
a half of football and then a “controlled second
half featuring JV players” depending on the
game time temperatures.

“It will be nice to not be hitting each other
this week,” Turley said of the upcoming scrim-
mage.

He said Ashdown was chosen specifically for
their overall team speed, something that would
help the Rattlers down the road.

“T think we are fast for a 2A team, but Ash-
down is a 4A team, and that’s another level of
speed.”

Turley said the experience against the Pan-
thers would help the team down the road
against the likes of Junction City and Gurdon.

“Tt will be good to get adjusted to [the speed]
now.”

He said outside of the experience the team
would gain in the scrimmage he simply hoped
to come out of the contest “without injuries.”

“We will look to execute or base offense, but
it will be very vanilla,” he said in reference to
not going deep in the playbook. “We will just
go out and do what we do best ... I just want
to get better, I don’t care at all about the score.”

The junior high Rattlers will start their scrim-
mage at 5:30, while the high school will begin at
7 p.m. this Friday at Rattler Stadium.

“It would be nice to see the community come
out to support us,” Turley said, noting that he
expected Ashdown to bring a number of fans
to the contest.

As a benefit scrimmage game, much of the
gate receipts will go to the Arkansas Athletic
Association’s catastrophic insurance program.
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Serving the fourth district
of Arkansas an honor

BY BRUCE WESTERMAN
ULS. House of Representatives (AR-04)

WASHINGTON -- Representing the Fourth District of Arkan-
sas in Congress is the honor of a lifetime, and the ability to bring
the voices of friends, family, and neighbors to Washington is cer-
tainly a privilege that will never be taken for granted. While the
work in Washington certainly never ends, so do cumbersome
federal issues that constituents face. This is why there are several
representatives across the Fourth District from my office who
are ready and eager to help with any problems our constituents
may be facing.

Navigating the federal government can be cumbersome and
certainly feel overwhelming. With the endless federal red tape
and often delayed responses, our office is equipped to navigate
these issues and work directly with the folks who need help.
Regardless of what your issue may be: trouble renewing a pass-
port, waiting on a tax refund, trouble with Social Security or
healthcare benefits, and more - we’'ve got your back.

Recently, one of my casework representatives was able to
walk a constituent through a particularly challenging time as
she was facing issues with her Social Security Disability Insur-
ance (SSDI). After a lot of patience and dedicated work, my staff
was able to get the results that were desperately needed.

In a kind follow-up, my office received a letter of gratitude
which said, “I want to extend my heartfelt thanks for all the
support and guidance you've given me through the Congress-
man’s office regarding my SSDI case. Your kindness, patience,
and dedication truly made a difference during a difficult time in
my life. It means more than words can say to have someone not
only understand the process but care enough to walk alongside
me through it. Your help didn’t go unnoticed—and it won't be
forgotten.”

These kind words serve as an excellent reminder that at the
core of our commitment to the people of the Fourth District of
Arkansas is the unwavering determination to serve with com-
passion, dedication, and empathy. My staff is also proud to serve
their community, and we look forward to every opportunity to
deliver results for our neighbors with the kindness, patience,
and dedication that were so kindly mentioned in this constitu-
ent’s response.

If you find that you are facing challenges with a federal agen-
cy, please don’t hesitate to contact my Hot Springs office at (501)
609-9796. It cannot be expressed enough how much of an honor
it is to represent the Fourth District of Arkansas. Taking care of
constituents is a responsibility not taken lightly, and it is encour-
aging to know that our office is well-equipped to serve and as-
sist in any way possible.
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

UAMS.
®MouseCALL;

Dr. Amber Norris is an assistant professor in the UAMS ‘Q N
Department of Family and Preventive Medicine who treats

patients at UAMS East Regional Campus in Helena.

Q: How important is dietary fiber?

A: Fiber is a carbohydrate found
mostly in plant foods such as

digestive system, adds bulk to
stools and aids in preventing
constipation. Sources of
insoluble fiber include green
beans, cauliflower and potatoes.

beans, fruits, whole grains and
vegetables. The body cannot
digest fiber, so it passes through
the digestive system mostly
intact. Foods high in fiber are
more filling, so you are more
likely to stay satisfied longer.
Fiber is important for improving

Possible complications of a low-
fiber diet include high blood
pressure, colorectal cancer, Type
2 diabetes, heart disease and

blood sugar levels, regulating obesity.

bowel movements, lowering
cholesterol, and controlling
weight.

It is best to consume fiber
through food, but fiber
supplements may be an option.
See your health care provider if
you have questions, particularly
if you’re considering making
changes to your diet and you
have health conditions that
require consideration.

The two types of fiber are
soluble and insoluble. Soluble
fiber can be dissolved in water
and slows digestion, taking the
body longer to absorb glucose
and preventing blood sugar
spikes. Apples, beans and oat
bran are sources of soluble fiber.

Insoluble fiber cannot be
dissolved in water and helps
move material through the
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SUPPORTING THE RATTLERS ... South Pike County students are pictured on the sideline during last week’s Red-White

scrimmage.
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Faith-based groups improve state’s children and family services

STATE CAPITOL WEEK IN REVIEW
Senator Steve Crowell

LITTLE ROCK - The director of the state Division of Children
and Family Services told lawmakers that much of the agency’s
improvements in recent years is due to greater involvement on
the part of faith-based groups, churches and private sector or-
ganizations.

For example, CarePortal is a program that the Arkansas Fam-
ily Alliance uses to recruit volunteers, churches and potential
foster care families. When the director of the Division of Chil-
dren and Family Services (DCFS) described CarePortal, several
legislators expressed interest and asked how to promote the pro-
gram in their districts.

The division director said the program is operating in five of
the largest counties in Arkansas, and the agency is working to
add four more.

DCEFS also partners with the state Health Department on a
program titled “Baby and Me” for families who receive benefits
through Women, Infants and Children, or WIC. It teaches par-
enting skills to mothers and fathers of newborns.

In late June it expanded from 15 to 18 counties. Lessons can be
as simple as how to breastfeed. They're designed to reduce the
stress of parenting and thus to prevent possible abuse or neglect.
There is no cost to the family.

The director of DCFS, alongside the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Human Services, updated the legislative Hospital, Med-
icaid and Developmental Disabilities Subcommittee. Legislators
were so interested that the committee co-chairs plan to invite

PIKE COUNTY S
BY RICK FLOYD

Astronomy popularlty on
rise since covid pandemic

The brightest objects in the sky as dawn approaches continues
to be the Moon, Venus and Jupiter. The two planets get a little fur-
ther apart each day, and on 20 and 21 August they will be joined
by the Moon, by then a thin waning crescent.

During the Covid lock-down astronomy became one of the
fastest growing hobbies in the U.S. Its popularity has not waned
as increasing numbers of people become observers on some lev-
el. Getting started is not difficult or expensive because all that is
needed is a reclining camp chair or a blanket and time. Binocu-
lars are not an expensive addition and may be all that is required
equipment wise (10 x 50, or slightly larger astronomical ones 11 x
70 or so work fine).

Across the country so called star parties are held to let amateur
astronomers and any interested public gather and have observing
sessions. Such events are good ways to become familiar with the
night sky but also with the different kinds of optical equipment
available. The Arkansas Natural Sky Association (ANSA) will
host the 4th Annual Dark-Sky Festival on 19 and 20 September
on the Buffalo River, Arkansas’ only International Dark-Sky Park.
They will have activities during the day including guest speakers
and nature walks. During the night, of course, there will be some
good astronomy going on. Check out their web-site for more de-
tails and registration information.

The “mysterious” interstellar object dubbed 3iAtlas continues
to zip across the Solar System headed eventually to deep space.
So far it is not coming our way and does not appear to be an alien
spacecraft. If it changes course suddenly and heads toward Earth
then that would be a hint that maybe we were wrong. I was not
correct a few articles ago about its speed, having written that it
was moving about 15,000 miles per hour. Estimates are that it is
traveling at a rate of 130,000 or more miles per hour.
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leaders of CarePortal and several other private organizations to
next month’s meeting.

DCFS now uses evidence-based prevention services, and one
result has been that the re-victimization rate for children re-
mains low, at 7 percent. That is better than the national average.

From 2022 to 2024 the number of children in foster care de-
creased by 971 children. As of July 1, 2025, there were 3,390 chil-
dren and youths in Arkansas foster care homes.

DCFS has more than 1,000 employees and the agency “contin-
ues to experience significant challenges with staff turnover,” the
director told legislators. However, it is better than a few years
ago when turnover among frontline staff was 60 percent to 70
percent. Since 2022 the turnover rate has improved by 19 per-
cent, the director said.

Maintaining appropriate staffing levels has enabled the agen-
cy to lower case loads to an average of 17 cases per employee.
In the recent past the work load has been significantly higher,
which has negatively affected case management. For example,
when the agency opens a case, family services workers are sup-
posed to complete their findings and schedule regular visits to
the home. High caseloads make it difficult to make scheduled
visits on time.

Of all the children who went through the foster care system
last year, 43 percent were reunited with their parents or a close
caregiver. Another 30 percent were adopted, either by foster par-
ents, by a relative or by families recruited by DCES.

The agency has a budget of $261 million this year. Of that,
$81.5 million is for salaries and benefits of staff. About $70 mil-
lion is for room and board for children in the system. The state
pays foster families, relatives and others with whom foster chil-
dren are placed.

About $59 million is for contracts for services such as mental
health counseling, therapy, substance abuse treatment and pre-
vention and teaching parenting skills.

ARDOT launches curriculum to
improve road habits for students

The Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) is set
to launch road education and safety curriculum for the 2025-
2026 school year called “Street Smart” - the first program of its
kind in Arkansas.

The goal of the program is to instill proper road safety habits
in students before they begin operating a vehicle, and then to
reinforce these skills through their early driving years.

Initially, Street Smart will be taught to sixth through eighth
grade students in Arkansas. The future plans include building
Street Smart curriculum into a kindergarten through 12th grade
road safety education program.

The curriculum was developed by ARDOT in partnership
with the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), which in-
cluded a panel of Arkansas teachers and instructors who re-
viewed the curriculum to ensure all materials are in line with
state education standards.
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PIKE COUNTY EXTENSION

EVA LANGLEY, FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENGES AGENT
FAMILY  NUTRITION - FOOD SAFETY « FINANCE - FITNESS & HEALTH

The science of happiness: choosing to notice the good in each day

In recent years, researchers who study the science of happi-
ness and well-being have identified key principles that can help
individuals lead more fulfilling lives. Their findings point to a
simple yet powerful truth: choosing to focus on what is positive,
good, and meaningful in your life — past, present, and future
— creates happiness and forms the foundation of lasting well-
being.

Ex%)erts describe well-being as a structure. The foundation is
built by focusing on the good in life, the walls are formed by
knowing and using your strengths, and the roof is completed
by serving others. This week, I will focus on the first happiness
principle: noticing and appreciating the good in each day. Ac-
cording to research, people who regularly seek out the good in
their lives are not only happier but also more productive and
accomplished.

Many people believe their emotions are tied to daily circum-
stances. If a day brings frustration, disappointment, or stress,
they assume feeling unhappy is inevitable. However, studies
show that the happiest people aren’t happier because they have
easier lives — they are happier because they’ve learned to recog-
nize and appreciate the good, even in difficult times.

So, how can you practice this principle today to make your
day more enjoyable and meaningful? Start small. Here are a few
simple ways to shift your focus toward the positive:

1. Close your eyes and picture something you've already en-
joyed today.

2. Take a walk, paying attention to the beauty of nature and
your surroundings.

3. Look around your home and appreciate items that hold
special meaning.

4. Think of people who enrich your life and reflect on the
ways they bless you.

5. Begin a gratitude journal and write down at least two good
things that happened today.

6. In the morning, look ahead and anticipate positive mo-
ments in your schedule.

7. Atday’s end, review both the ordinary and difficult parts of
your day to find hidden benefits.

8. Call a friend and share something that brought you joy.

9. Celebrate the successes and happiness of those around you.

10. Don’t let daily irritations block your view of the positive.

By practicing these habits, you train your brain to replace
negative thinking with more constructive, uplifting thoughts.
Over time, this intentional focus on the good leads not only to
greater personal happiness but also to stronger relationships
and increased productivity. Happiness is not just a feeling — it’s
a choice. And that choice begins with noticing and appreciating
what’s good about today.

This week’s recipe is one that guarantees a smile. Partly be-
cause of its name — Snickerdoodles! Are you smiling yet? If not,
get to cooking. Simple ingredients. Simple instructions. Simple
goodness. Enjoy!

RECIPE OF THE WEEK: SNICKERDOODLES
Ingredients:

23/4 cups all-purpose flour

2 tsp. cream of tartar

1 tsp. baking soda

1/2 tsp. kosher salt

1 cup (2 sticks) salted butter, at room temperature
1/4 cup light brown sugar

11/2 cups plus 2 Tbsp. granulated sugar

2 large eggs

11/2 tsp. vanilla extract

2 Tbsp. ground cinnamon, for rolling

DIRECTIONS:

Preheat the oven to 375°F. Line 2 baking sheets with parch-
ment paper.

In a large bowl, whisk together the flour, cream of tartar, bak-
ing soda, and salt until thoroughly combined. Set aside.

In a separate bowl, combine butter, brown sugar, and 1% cups
of the granulated sugar. Beat on medium-high speed until light
and fluffy then add the eggs, 1 at a time, on medium speed. Add
the vanilla. With the mixer on low speed, slowly add the dry
ingredients and beat until combined.

In a medium bowl, whisk together the cinnamon and the re-
maining 6 tablespoons granulated sugar. Using a 2-tablespoon
cookie scoop, form balls of dough and gently roll them in the
cinnamon sugar, coating generously. Transfer to the prepared
baking sheets, spacing the dough balls about 3 inches apart.

Bake until puffed and just barely set in the center, 8 to 10 min-
utes (the cookies will continue to set as they cool). Let the cook-
ies cool on the baking sheets for 5 minutes before transferring

them to wire racks to cool completely.

M’boro tourism commission
works toward ATV trail grants

MURFREESBORO - The
Murfreesboro  Advertising
and Tourism met last week
with a very short agenda, with
the only action taken was the
passage of the minutes and fi-
nancials from July’s meeting.

Boardmember Caleb How-
ell gave a short update on
the recent diamond find by a
New York resident’s diamond
find that was featured in last
week’s paper.

As of July 31, the commis-
sion has $65,164.30 in their
coffers.

Commission chairman
Jamie Terrell told the news-
paper after the meeting that
the group was in the process
of filling out paperwork for
matching grants for local ATV
trails.

At the July 8 meeting the
group hosted Becky Flynn, the
Deputy Director of the state
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SOUTH PIKE COUNTY SCHOOL MENU

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21

Breakfast: French toast sticks or cereal, fruit,
juice, milk

Lunch: Chicken tenders, mashed potatoes,
peas & carrots, whole grain roll, peaches, milk

juice, milk

7-12 line 2 option - Cheeseburger
TUESDAY, AUGUST 26
Breakfast: Chicken biscuit or cereal, fruit,

Lunch: Taco salad w/cheese, refried beans,

7-12 line 2 option- Beef fingers

FRIDAY, AUGUST 22

Breakfast: Blueberry muffin or cereal, fruit,
juice, milk

Lunch: Spaghetti w/meat sauce, salad, green
beans, garlic breadsticks, mixed fruit, milk

7-12 line 2 option- Popcorn chicken

MONDAY, AUGUST 25

Breakfast: Super donut or cereal, fruit, juice,
milk

Lunch: Chicken sandwich, potato smiles, let-
tuce, tomato, 7-12 onion & pickle slices, pears,
milk

lettuce, tomato, salsa, pineapple, milk

7-12 line 2 option- Chicken fajitas

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27

Breakfast: Mini pancakes or cereal, fruit,
juice, milk

Lunch: Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes,
black eyed peas, cornbread muffin, peaches,
milk

7-12 line 2 option - Chicken nuggets

*Due to food item shortages menus are subject to
change without notice. Any changes to the menu will
be posted on the website at www.rattlers.org

Office of Outdoor Recreation
and Susie Cowan, Industry
Relations Manager for the Ar-
kansas Parks, Heritage and
Tourism office.

After presenting some of
their ideas for ATV trails lo-
cally that would include some
county roads, the group was
told of existing matching
grant opportunities for rural
road recreation.

The group also decided at
that meeting to develop a plan
including definitive streets
and roads that would be used
in a ATV trail plan. It was also
noted that a partnership with
the Corps of Engineers would
be necessary for access to land
around Lake Gresson.

Great summers in
Arkansas’ great outdoors

BY JOHN BOOZMAN
U.S. Senator, Arkansas

Our state’s natural beauty, framed by stunning landscapes,
majestic mountains, rolling national forests and rivers and di-
verse wildlife, often reminds us how blessed we are that Mother
Nature favors Arkansas.

These stunning features make The Natural State an excellent
destination for Americans and people from all around the world
who are interested in connecting with nature and enjoying the
outdoors. From hiking and camping, mountain biking and fish-
ing to duck hunting, Arkansas is truly the ideal location for out-
door enthusiasts.

Our home has earned national recognition for its offerings,
such as its elite cycling trails that have earned Bentonville’s
crown as the mountain biking capital of the world and Stutt-
gart’s pristine habitats that make it the “Duck Capital of the
World.” The Crater of Diamonds State Park is the only site in the
United States where visitors can mine for diamonds - and keep
what they find - while Hot Springs National Park boasts one-
of-a-kind historic bathhouses filled with thermal waters heated
deep underground.

While our state offers a wide variety of recreational outdoor
activities year-round, it especially shines in summer.

Arkansans and their families enjoy fishing or kayaking down
the country’s first national river, the Buffalo National River, and
our plethora of national and state forests, such as the Ozark-St.
Francis National Forest and the Ouachita National Forest, wel-
come camping, bird watching, hunting and hiking.

In addition to the variety of sporting activities, Natural State
residents also look forward to fun, time-honored August tradi-
tions like the City of Hope’s Watermelon Festival. During these
family-oriented, community-based gatherings, families, friends
and communities look forward to good food, good music and
good times together.

The City of Hope's Watermelon Festival, founded in the
1920s, continues the tradition of serving ice-cold watermelon
and treats to thousands of festivalgoers over the course of three
days. It also holds a special place among the Arkansas political
scene as current and hopeful officeholders face off in an eating
contest for bragging rights that doubles as entertainment for
their amused constituents.

Both annual summer events, among many others statewide,
are highlights for anyone looking to enjoy our state’s strong
spirit of community that extends to longtime neighbors and
visitors alike. Enjoying time with one another is an important
component of fostering connection and the feeling of belonging
while supporting small businesses and bolstering our state’s lo-
cal economies.

Our state is fortunate to share its wonderful landscapes and
traditions with people across Arkansas and the country to enjoy.
We can easily take pride in our commitment to connect people
to each other and the outdoors, all while encouraging all Arkan-
sans to cherish The Natural State’s treasures for generations to
come.

MURFREESBORO SENIOR ADULT CENTER LUNCH MENU

MONDAY, AUGUST 25

Chicken pot pie, green beans, salad, dinner

roll, peach cobbler
TUESDAY, AUGUST 26

Ham & beans, baked sweet potato, turnip

greens, cornbread, fruit

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27

Cabbage casserole, black eyed peas, yellow
squash, cornbread, cookie

Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more information
(870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day at 8 a.m. Carry out is now available for $6.00

THE HEARING OF FAITH

O foolish Galatians! Who
has bewitched you that you
should not obey the truth, be-
fore whose eyes Jesus Christ
was clearly portrayed among
you as crucified? This only I
want to learn from you: Did
you receive the Spirit by the
works of the law, or by the
hearing of faith? Galatians 3:1-
2 There is a way of hearing the
gospel that will lead you to
the Lord. There is a way of lis-
tening that will lead you away
from the truth. Everyone has
some concept of what the
Bible teaches. Our own un-
derstanding of the Holy Scrip-
tures is based upon what we
perceive to be the truth about
our soul’s salvation. The hear-
ing that will save is the heart
listening to God’'s will, no

‘Dear Preacher’

By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ

you sinners; and purify your
hearts you double-minded.
James 4:7,8 Humble your-
selves in the sight of the Lord
and He will lift you up. James
4:10 Therefore, to him that
knows to do good, and does
not do it, to him it is sin. James
4:17 Paul and James insist by
inspiration that the hearing of
faith involves paying clear at-
tention to God’s revealed will

matter how it agrees or dis-
agrees with our own convic-
tions. The hearing of faith is
completely in agreement with
what God commands us to do
to be saved. We are to obey
God rather than men. (Acts
5:29) Therefore, submit to
God. Resist the devil and he
will flee from you. Draw near
to God and he will draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands

and being faithfully obedient
to it. To do less is sin. To do
more is also rebellious. If you
are a child of God, continue to
grow in God’s grace and truth.
If you are not a child of God,
be born again of water and the
Spirit. Repent and be baptized
for the remission of your sins
and God will cleanse you and
add you to His Church. (Acts
2:38-47).

Paid Advertisement

Trinity Missionary | ™
Baptist Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro

* Worship 11 a.m. ® Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.
* Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
*Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy
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This is a dramatized version
of facts taken from the Book
of Genesis intending to show
some of the customs of these
ancient and traditional times/pdl
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Murfreesboro church
of Christ

305 S. Second Ave.

Sun. Bible Study 9:30 ® Worship 10:20
Sun. eve. 6 p.m. ® Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.

Bro. Buddy Ray

Attend Church
This Sunday!
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FOOTBALL 63. Ballpark fig. CROSSWORD
* - Theme Related Clue 64. Dark loaves
ACROSS DOWN

1.*The Coaches ___or The AP Top25 __
5. *Super Bowl halftime performer Kendrick

Lamar’s genre
8.1/168th of a week
12. Purse to match a gown
13. Karl of politics
14. Model builder’s wood choice
15.*YDS, TD or INT
16. Black like certain tree
17. *Last season’s NFL MVP
18. *Worth 6 points
20. Way, way off
21. Owl cries
22.Comeand ____ it
23. Ape

26. Stucco or aluminum on a house wall,

30. “Wheel of Fortune” request

31. Bette Green’s “Summer of my ____ Sol-

dier”
34. Stag, not doe
35. Like an uncomfortable mattress
37. European Economic Community

38. *NFL Hall of Famer Greene or comedian

Hart
39. Seed coat
40. Cylindrical flower cluster

Graham

3. Molokai party

4. Leechee, alt. sp.

5.R2-D2, e.g.

6. Declares to be true

7. *College, home to football’s Nittany Lions
8. *Football intermission

9. Paella pot

10. Addict

11. *What the NFL's Jim Brown famously did
13. Fixed up

14. Bleated

19. Hoagie, alt. sp.
22. Bathtub hooch
23. Green side

24. Accustom

pl.

25. Imitate

26. *Quarterback’s downfall
27. The N of US.N.A.

28. Move smoothly

29. Mister in Madrid

32. __ -view mirror

33. What Harry and Sally did
36. *Pre-championship games

1. Bothersome one
2. *Pro and College Football Hall of Famer

37 38

42. Stir or fuss

43. City in Illinois

45. #10 Down’s counterpart
47. Small dog’s bark

38. Work the dough

40. High tea vessel

41. Bucolics

44. Gustatory sensation

Off First Month
of New Service!
B GZ590

48. Adams of “Summer Of '69” fame

50. *Point value of a safety in football, pl.
52. *Worth 3 points in football (2 words)
56. Behind a stern

57. Raise the roof

58. Classroom parasites

59. Blooper

60. Actor and singer Kristofferson

61. Some are slippery

62. Scraps

46. Hook, line and sinker person

48. Coffin holders

49. Rekindled

50. Type of ski lift

51. Drift like aroma

52. Type of fish net

53. Like acne-prone skin

54. Climber’s destination

55. It’s more, to some

56. Don McLean: “Along, long time ____...

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

888-804-0913

1 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call BBE-B04-0913

”

@ StatePoint Media
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Chinese national arrested for trafficking women to Hot Springs massage parlors

LITTLE ROCK - Attorney General Tim Griffin issued the fol-
lowing statement announcing the arrest of Zengguang “Gary”
Liu in connection to human trafficking operations in Hot Springs:

“Earlier this week, following a lengthy investigation by my
Special Investigations Division, Zengguang Liu was taken into
custody by the U.S. Marshals Service and the Oklahoma City
Police Department, and agents from my office served warrants
on him in Oklahoma City. Liu is a naturalized U.S. citizen from
China, and he owns and operates multiple illicit massage busi-
nesses in Hot Springs.

“On July 28, agents from my office raided three illicit massage
businesses in Hot Springs: Al Massage, Magic Massage, and
Diamond Massage. These raids were part of our ongoing ‘Op-
eration Obscured Vision,” which began in January. Three female
victims, all Chinese nationals, were provided services following
these most recent raids. Information gathered during the raids
indicated that Liu was the owner of all three businesses and like-
ly owned other such establishments elsewhere in the country.

“Thanks to the outstanding assistance of the U.S. Marshals
Service, the Oklahoma City Police Department, and Oklahoma
Attorney General Gentner Drummond, we were able to track
Liu and take him into custody. He is facing charges in Garland
County of trafficking of persons, an A Felony, and unauthorized
use of another person’s property to facilitate certain crimes, a B
Felony.

“In addition to gathering information that led us to the owner
of the establishments, we seized about $16,000 in cash, including
currency from China and four other foreign countries. We also
obtained valuable information about how these establishments
work and how the victims, who are forced to work as sex slaves,
are being lured and transported to the United States. One victim
explained that she responded to a social media video in China
promising work in America. She reported that she spent her en-
tire life savings to fly to Turkey, where she was given a visa and

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Call Neil McConnell at (501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

SERVICES

ZATTORNEY
SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY BENEFITS.

Unable to work?
Denied benefits?
We Can Help!
WIN or Pay Nothing!
Randolph Baltz

Former SSA Attorney
Office: (501)374-6800

HELP WANTED
I

PFaN
+-1Dana’s House

Dana’s House, Inc,
is seeking a

FULL TIME LICENSED
COUNSELOR
(LPCOR LCSW)
Salary Negotiable. Apply at:

www.danashouse.org

870-946-8303
|

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FestiVille

Family fun!

August 30, 2025, 10 am - 8pm
Main Street,

Jacksonville, AR. Call
501-982-4171 for more info or
visit:

www.festiville.org

FOR SALE

Jacksonville, AR

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting
material — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer + up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-861-2447

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-877-
313-1596 today!

Prepare for power outages
with Briggs & Stratton®
PowerProtect(TM) standby
generators - the most powerful
home  standby  generators
available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty - 7
years ($849 value.) Proudly
made in the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-855-554-0140.

DIRECTV- All your
entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-855-400-3297

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
319-0598 today to schedule
a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-866-587-0119 today!

Olshan Foundation Solutions.
Your trusted foundation repair
experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing. Water
management and more. Free
evaluation. Limited time up to
$250 off foundation repair. Call
Olshan 1-833-436-1947

Applying for Social Security
Disability or Appealing a
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon
& Assoc. Our case managers

| | simplify the process & work

hard to help with your case.
Call  1-888-510-3017 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing  Assistance, ~ WIC,
Veterans Pension,  Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB
internet service. Bonus offer:
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom
today! 1-888-860-0146

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilteris backed
by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime  transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-855-977-9614 to
schedule a FREE inspection
and no obligation estimate. Plus
get 75% off installation and a
bonus $250 discount! Limited
time only. Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty and
offer details.

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-844-
868-3831

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don't Accept the insurance
company’s first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled
to cash settlements in the
$10,000s. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really
worth. 100% Free Evaluation.
Call Now: 1-833-422-2471

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-866-613-1845

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months!  Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military  Discounts available.
Call: 877-631-0120

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone,  Guild,  Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie  State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg.  And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
461-0925

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage and mold in your
home. If you have water damage
to your home, call for a free
estimate for complete repairs
to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-
887-1280

Week of August 18, 2025 S

put on a cruise ship bound for Mexico. Once in Mexico, she told
our investigators, she walked across the border into the United
States as part of a caravan of migrants and then claimed asylum
after being detained by U.S. Border Patrol. She was recruited
for illicit massage work by a friend in southern California and
eventually was sent to Hot Springs.

“Another victim gave an almost identical story, and the third
said she responded to an ad on a website in China and was sent
to Los Angeles, where she also claimed asylum. She worked first
in Los Angeles and Seattle before being brought to Hot Springs.

“As part of our operation in Hot Springs on July 28, two cus-
tomers at separate massage businesses were detained, ques-
tioned, and released.

“The pattern here is clear, and it matches the intelligence and
reports we have heard from federal partners and law enforce-
ment agencies across the country. Criminals based in China have
gained a firm business foothold in the United States with illicit
massage businesses. They recruit vulnerable women from China
with promises of making better money in America than they can
at home, and once the victims are lured here, they're trapped
and forced to work as prostitutes.

“Law enforcement agencies across the country are dealing
with this issue to varying degrees, but here in Arkansas, I am
committed to rooting out this repulsive practice and holding
these criminals accountable.

“Iam grateful for and tremendously proud of the tireless work
of my investigators. I am also immensely grateful to Michelle

Lawrence, Prosecuting Attorney for the Eighteenth Judicial Dis-
trict East; the Hot Springs Police Department; Arkansas State
Police; Homeland Security Investigations, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security; the Little Rock Police Department; the U.S.
Marshals Service; the Oklahoma City Police Department; the
Oklahoma Office of the Attorney General; and Into the Light, a
victim-services organization.”

BACKGROUND ON OPERATION OBSCURED VISION

Operation Obscured Vision launched on January 23, 2025,
with coordinated raids on illicit massage businesses in Harri-
son, Hot Springs, Jonesboro, Little Rock, Rogers, and Russell-
ville. Subsequent raids have been executed in Hot Springs on
May 22 and July 28. A total of 13 illicit massage businesses have
been served with search warrants, and to date there have been
seven arrests with two active warrants still outstanding. Six of
the arrested individuals are Chinese nationals, three of whom
are naturalized U.S. citizens.

Arrest warrants have been issued and are outstanding for Jun-
fang Li, 53, a Chinese national, and Yuanbo Xi, 53, a Chinese
national. It is believed that both Li and Xi have fled the country.

Twenty-three victims have been identified, with 22 accepting
services. All of the victims have been Chinese nationals.

More than $107,000 in cash has been seized in the raids, most
of which is American dollars, but currency from China, Turkey,
Thailand, Mexico, the United Arab Emirates, and Serbia has also
been seized.

OO OO0

CADC to distribute commodities in Pike County

PIKE COUNTY - Central Arkansas Development Council
(CADC) will distribute USDA Commodities County Wednes-
day, Aug. 20, and Thursday, Aug. 21. Distribution will begin
at 8:30 am.

In Pike County, commodities will be distributed at the follow-
ing locations:

* Glenwood Senior Activity Center, 229 Betty St., Glenwood

Murfreesboro Senior Activity Center, 120 East Court, Suite A,
Murfreesboro

FOOD ITEMS MAY INCLUDE:
Fruit Mix, Peaches, Potato Flakes, Vegetable Soup, Tomato

MILLWOOD CORPORATION

Matt Tollett (870) 703-6939
Jason Porter (870) 703-1039
Johnny Porter (870) 703-1628

P.O. Box 1316 Hope, AR 71802

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

« Fair Cash Offer + No House Repairs
* Quick Closing  « Simple Home Sale
» No Realtor Fees - Convenient Closing Date

Call (866) 613-1845

Liz Buys

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (877) 313-1596 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

M Free Pickup & Towing. B Top Tax Deduction.

B Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-313-1596

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt87

. T—N

certain vehicles, water:
e give us a cal at

Whie we appreciate every donation, in soms cases, we find thet we are unadle to a

1, and/or recreational vehicles
dueto the pronibitive costs of zcquisition Ifyou hava any quast 313150

) $13-1596.

Soup, Canned Kidney Beans, Canned Pinto Beans, Peanut But-
ter, Macaroni, Brown Rice, Rolled Oats, Pink Salmon, Canned
Pork

All customers receiving commodities must present identifica-
tion, with a photo ID preferred. All customers must meet in-
come guidelines

Your One-Stop For Advertising

The Nashville News-Leader
and the Murfreesboro Diamond

Call (870) 845-0600 To Place Your Ad Today!

IFAGAN ROOFING|

MINI STORAGE in Murfrees-

ALL TYPES OF boro. 870-845-6304. (gs:4—tf)
ROOFING
We are insured! SMALL ADS WORK
Quality work, YOU JUST NOTICED
Free Estimates

In Business Since 1992!
Greg (870) 356-8934

010-285-2123
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Spring bumper hay crop followed by dry late summer in Arkansas

BY MARY HIGHTOWER
U of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture

LITTLE ROCK — Arkansas is expected to harvest more hay
over more acres this year than last, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

In its August Crop Production report, the National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service said it expected Arkansas to harvest 1.26
million acres of non-alfalfa hay in 2025, up from 1.23 million
acres in 2024. The estimated yield for 2025 was 3.024 million
tons up from 2.583 million tons last year.

A rainy spring led to a bumper crop in Arkansas, said Jona-
than Kubesch, extension forage specialist for the University of
Arkansas System Division of Agriculture.

“Spring was very wet across Arkansas and a lot of fields were
cut later for the cool-season grasses, and earlier for warm-season
grasses,” he said.

“Delaying harvest timing increased the amount of hay pres-
ent when it finally came time to cut,” Kubesch said. “A lot of
fields had a lot of quantity, and in some places, quality was high-
er than expected. We appear to be accumulating hay in spring
and not using up that supply in the fall or winter over the past
two years.”

However, it's not all smooth sailing for hay growers as Arkan-
sas was facing increasingly drier conditions though late July and
early August.

DRYING OUT

Thursday’s U.S. Drought Monitor map showed the mildest
drought conditions over 3.76 percent of Arkansas, while 64.79
percent of the state was listed as abnormally dry. Three months
ago, none of the state was rated as abnormally dry or in drought.

“We find ourselves in a dry spell in pastures and hayfields,”
said Jonathan Kubesch, extension forage specialist for the Divi-
sion of Agriculture.

“Bermudagrass stem maggot and armyworms are cutting
into what’s out there,” he said. “Hay inventory and quality are
sufficient this year from earlier cuts. However, pasture condi-

tion has really deteriorated in the last week to 10 days.”

Kubesch said “good, cheap hay and dry weather may lead
some folks to feed rather than try to stockpile or plant annuals
around Labor Day.

“However, now is the time to be proactive: monitor pasture
condition and avoid overgrazing. Leave a 4-inch stubble and
keep the stand,” he said. “Rationing remaining pasture will be
important if we stay in drought.”

Kubesch also said that now is the time to identify the best
areas to feed hay.

“Low fertility areas or weaker pastures can be used as sacri-
fice lots and then renovated when rain eventually comes,” he
said.

PRUSSIC ACID AND NITRATES

In addition to affecting forage growth, drought can have a

more dangerous effect as stress prompts some plants to accumu-
late prussic acid or nitrates, which can be deadly to ruminants
such as cattle, goats and sheep.

“Sorghum species such as johnsongrass and sorghum-sudan-
grass might be suspect for prussic acid or nitrate poisoning,” he
said.

To develop an integrated drought plan, see MP530, “Drought
Management and Recovery for Livestock Systems”. For more
information about prussic acid and nitrates in forage, see
FSA2069, “Prussic Acid.” And FSA 3024 “Nitrate Poisoning in
Cattle.”

To learn about extension programs in Arkansas, contact the
Pike County Cooperative Extension Service at (870) 285-2161 or
visit www.uaex.uada.edu.
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$1.3M grant expands job training for Arkansas farmworkers

LITTLE ROCK -- The U.S. Department of Labor’s Employ-
ment and Training Administration (DOL/ETA) has award-
ed $1.3 million to the Arkansas Human Development Corpora-
tion (AHDC) to provide job training, counseling, and support
for low-income seasonal and migrant farmworkers across the
state.

Through the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act,
AHDC will cover the cost of assessment, counseling, training,
and supportive services to unemployed or underemployed farm
workers. Also available is tuition assistance, including books,
supplies, transportation, and stipends, to eligible farm workers,
their spouses, and dependents. Training opportunities include
those offered through community college programs, truck driv-
ing, nursing, welding, and more. In addition to general farm la-

bor, eligibility has been expanded to include some jobs in food
processing, fisheries, and forestry.

Founded 52 years ago, AHDC is a private non-profit organi-
zation with offices throughout Arkansas. The corporation has a
strong track record of partnering with public and private train-
ing institutions to help clients secure employment. Most AHDC
staff are co-located in Arkansas Workforce Centers, ensuring
seamless coordination with employers and service providers.

Services are available statewide from July 1, 2025, through
September 30, 2026 and be spplied for by calling (800) 482-7641
(ext. 0), emailing Iscott@arhdc.org, or visiting www.arhdc.org.

AHDC is an equal opportunity employer and service provid-
er. Veterans continue to receive priority of service.
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AUCTION
2407 S. Main St., Hope, AR 71801

Between UA - Hope and Townsend Outdoors. Watch for signs.
Saturday, August 23" at 9:00 a.m.

**Concessions and restrooms available**
#xk AR CONDITIONED BUILDING *%*

Joining with our friends and neighbors
to celebrate 2025 Rattler Footballl

We're proud to celebrate momeants that matber with owr
friends and m=ighbors.

Fonr e b P fioen, o p s C § poeier E e st Fomnes FemusnCial ol wisaor
Echoamer [serern. g arrss? sy g @l e s o
Eric | Porter

Financial Adwisor
A 37 Dumchita Svanues Suite O

Hot Springs, AR 74004
501-623-9172
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Commercial Front Door Glass Display Refrigerator, Metal Coca-Cola Shelf,
Pictures, Frames and Mirror, Dishes, Lamps, Decor, Antique Sewing Machine,
Lots of Commercial Shelving - Different Sizes, Pegboard, Books, 20-30 Shopping
Cars - Different Sizes, Misc. Dining Tables and Chairs, Coffee & End Tables,
Bookcases, Several Misc. Boxes of Antiques, Misc. Glassware, Suitcases, VHS
and DVD Movies, Several Display Cases - Different Sizes, Bowling Balls, Several
Book Shelves, Several Beds, Old Doors & Windows, Commercial Refrigerator,
Several Different Sized Chairs and Dollies

No Buyer’s premium. Complete payment the day of sale, cash or approved check with proper 1.D. or
credit/debit card with 5% convenience fee. Announcements made at auction will take precedence
over all printed material. Todd Morris Auction Co. is not responsible for accidents, fire, or theft. Not
responsible for items not present on the day of sale. VISIT TODDMORRISAUCTION.COM FOR
PHOTOS AND MORE INFORMATION ON THIS AUCTION CONTACT REED WEBB AT 870-826-
7118 OR HUCK PLYLER AT 870-397-4259

Todd Mortis Auction (o. Naa

Arkansas
Auctioneers
cpprisaly

7679 Hwy. 278 West » Nashville, AR 71852 AR License #1096
870-845-9200

www.toddmorrisauction.com | email: todd@toddmorrisauction.com
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