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By Melanie Schwartz
There’s no better 

time to visit the Howard 
County Farmers Market! 

We’re celebrating 
Arkansas Farmers Mar-
ket Week — and last Fri-
day’s market was one of 
our biggest yet, with 19 
vendors, live music, and 
the arrival of Howard 
County peaches from 
Jamison Orchard.

This Friday, June 13, 
we’ll keep the momen-
tum going with a great 
lineup of local produce, 
meats, baked goods, 
crafts, flowers, and more 
— all from the farmers 
and makers who help 
our community thrive.

The market is open 
every Friday from 7 
a.m. to 11 a.m. at 110 
S. Washington Street in 
Nashville. 

Come see what’s 
fresh, support local, and 
be part of the statewide 
celebration!

The Mineral Springs 
Church of Christ soup 
kitchen will be Wednes-
day, June 11, from 2-5 
p.m. The menu includes 
sandwiches, chips and 
cookies.

Soup kitchen organiz-
ers are currently signing 
up people for grocery 
boxes for senior citizens. 
Harvest Regional Food 
Bank has allotted sev-
eral more boxes that will 
be available for Howard 
County residents 60 or 
older who meet income 
requirements. 

Wednesday would be 
a good day to sign up, 
according to organizers,  
since it will not be as 
hectic as the days food 
boxes are distributed. 

Those who sign up 
Wednesday will be able 
to drive through and pick 
up their box on June 25 
without completing ad-
ditional paperwork.

For those not eligible 
for senior citizen boxes, 
applications are being 
taken for commodity 
boxes. Individuals may 
sign up during soup 
kitchen on Wednesday. 
Those who sign up for 
TEFAP (commodity 
boxes) must live in How-
ard County and meet 
income requirements.

All who want to sign 
up for either of the food 
boxes should have their 
ID available to present 
at the soup kitchen. The 
kitchen will be set up for 
drive-through pickup.

MS church
soup kitchen
set June 11

The Nashville Scrapper 
Hall of Fame and Hall of 
Honor will hold induc-
tion ceremonies for the 
15-member class of 2025 
Sat urday, 
June 14, at 6 
p.m. at Oc-
casions in 
Nashville.

S c r a p -
per alum-
nus, former 
NHS coach, 
h i s t o r y 
teacher and 
college professor Dr. Tom 
DeBlack will be the emcee 
for the event.

The Hall of Fame is 
based on athletic recogni-
tion and will include 11 
inductees.

Hall of Honor is based 
on service, merit and ac-
complishments outside the 
area of athletics. There are 
four inductees.

Hall of Fame inductees 
include the following:

Thomas Blaine
Kay McClure
La’Michael Pettway
Catherine Jones Reeves
Kayla Green Nesmith
Joe Goodrum
Jamie Erby
Tyler Serrano
Nolan Tollett
Vaughn Tollett
Maurice Johnson
Hall of Honor inductees 

include the following:
Dennis Horn
Thomas Goodwin
Mary Sue Williams
Rev. Willie Benson Jr.
An interactive display 

in the Hall of Fame Room 
at Scrapper Stadium has 
pictures and information 
about the Classes of 2023 
and 2024. 

The Class of 2025 will 
be added.

Hall of Fame,
Hall of Honor
inductions set
for Saturday

Dr. Tom 
DeBlack

By Jonathan Canaday
The local theater scene during 

the 20th century is something that 
fascinates me. 

For me, the research is like time 
traveling to a different world. This 
is a world with no smartphone de-
vices, no Hulu or Netflix, and even 
very few televisions. 

According to Cornell University, 
the first television system broadcast 
occurred in September of 1927, 
and very few households owned a 
television. 

For many individuals, a typical 
Saturday would include a full day 

of shopping and movie entertain-
ment. Nashville even had a meat 
market that contained coolers for 
people to leave their groceries at 
while they walked main street.

A Brief History
Early theater information is still 

being researched, but I believe it all 
started with an opera house and an 
air-dome theater in the early 1900s. 
The Princess Theater opened in July 
1913 and operated until about 1922. 
Entertainment included staged 
minstrel shows, magic shows and 
silent movies. 

Most theaters closed for a couple 

of years during the Great Depres-
sion. Following the economic crisis, 
more theaters opened, adding to the 
local entertainment.

Everything changed on Tuesday, 
March 28, 1939, when the K. Lee 
Williams Theatres Inc. circuit pur-
chased all three operating theaters 
in Nashville: the New, the Gem 
and the Liberty. The Nashville News 
noted that upon the purchase, the 
company operated 254 theaters in 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas, New 
Mexico and Arizona. 

The Howard Theater 86 years later
A look at the 1939 movie house called ‘the best in southwest Arkansas’

photo loaned by Jonathan Canaday
GOING TO THE PICTURE SHOW. Workers at the Howard Theater greet guests, including the well-dressed 
young fans at the right.

photo loaned by Jonathan Canaday
LOOKING BACK. A mural at the Howard Theater depicted scenes found in Southwest Arkansas.
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News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
RETIREMENT EVENT AT NHS. Superintendent Doug Graham, NHS Assistant Principal Eric Perez, retiring 
history teacher Amy Bearden, retiring math teacher John Mark Tollett and Principal Ashley Riggs visit during an 
end-of-school faculty lunch last week. Bearden and Tollett retired after 38 years in education.

NJHS photo
RETIRING AT NASHVILLE JUNIOR HIGH. NJHS 
Principal Hannah Topor and Superintendent Doug Gra-
ham recognized retiring math teacher Lori Williams last 
week. Williams taught 20 years, with 14 at junior high. 

NES photo
AT NASHVILLE ELEMENTARY. Jacqueline VanKirk 
and Janet Jamison were honored at Nashville Elemen-
tary School. All of the Nashville School District retirees 
received “Once a Scrapper, Always a Scrapper” pens.

By John R. Schirmer
News-Leader staff
“From top to bottom, I 

am really pleased.”
That’s how Superinten-

dent Doug Graham de-
scribes the recently con-
cluded 2024-25 academic 
year in the Nashville School 
District.

The year was the first 
under the new hybrid cal-
endar, and Graham said the 
change went well. “As ap-
prehensive as we were with 
the new calendar, it turned 
out to be a good thing,” he 
said. “The jury is still out 
on whether it’s a long-term 
fix. It has a lot of support.”

Graham said that “for 
the most part, students, 
parents and our workforce 
are okay with it. It would 
be a tough challenge to 
go back to a straight tradi-
tional calendar.”

The hybrid started 
school earlier than usu-
al but included frequent 
breaks throughout the year.

The district’s new Face-
book page “had a lot of 
favorable comments. It’s 
enlightening to see the 
positivity as far as the cal-
endar,” Graham said.

As the year ended, Gra-
ham said Nashville and 
schools across the state 
must deal with more than 
100 new laws enacted by 
the Legislature. They must 
be included in handbooks 
and personnel policies.

“Some are well known; 
others have more subtle 
changes,” Graham said.

The Nashville School 
Board will deal with the 

Plenty of
positives
in 2024-25,
Graham says
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A JEWEL FROM THE DUSTBIN. Friends, Nashville Chamber of Commerce officers, and family joined owners 
Gail and Dr. John Hearnsberger in the chamber’s official ribbon-cutting welcome of Midtown Social, a venue for 
gatherings such as last week’s Howard Memorial Hospital Foundation Gala. The building originally housed the 
Case & Sons knife plant, one of Nashville’s first sizeable industries. The building had been abandoned since the 
1970s and has been restored by the Hearnsbergers. Included in the project is a patio and outdoor bandstand. It 
is located on East Howard St. in Nashville.

HERBS FROM 
COLUMBUS. (LEFT) 
Among the vendors at 
the Farmers’ Market in 
Nashville, last week, was 
Shaye Standokes who 
brought a variety of plants 
from Field Farm. She is 
a former employee of the 
Old Columbus Herb Farm. 

The Moonlighters EHC will sponsor a LifeShare blood drive on Thursday, June 12.
The drive will be 2-7 p.m. at the Center Point Community Center. Donors are asked to 

bring a LifeShare donor card or other identification.
At the conclusion of the drive the names of donors will be put into a drawing for a 

prize at the Center Point Store.

Elbert Wayne Winton
Elbert Wayne Winton 

was born to Elbert and Susie 
McBride Winton on Aug. 6, 
1936, in Muse, Okla.

He died on June 2, 2025, 
at his home in Dierks, Ark., 
at the age of 88 years.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, an infant son, 
sisters, Helen Davis, June 
Johnson, and Alma Faye 
Winton, and one nephew, 
Tony Johnson.

He is survived by: his 
wife, Sammye, to whom he 
would have been married 66 
years on June 5; one son and 
daughter-in-law, Jeff and 
Malinda Winton; two grand-
children, Zack (Leslie) Win-
ton, Hannah (Chase) Peek; 
five great-grandchildren, 
Adyson and Mylie Winton 
and Emmit, Fletcher and 
Lexi Peek.

Wayne’s family moved 
from town-to-town with 
Dierks Forests, Inc. When he 
was growing up, he ended 
up in Dierks when he was 
in the seventh grade, where 
he graduated in 1954. Af-
ter graduation, he and his 
buddy went to California to 
make their fortunes. When 
that didn’t happen, he re-
turned home and volun-
teered for the draft with 
another buddy on the buddy 
system. Never saw the bud-
dy again until they both got 
home.

He returned from mili-
tary service in 1958 and went 
to work for Dierks Forests 
driving a log truck. He had 
another buddy who didn’t 
have a car and was dating 
a girl in Lockesburg, so he 
fixed Wayne up with a blind 
date with Sammye Dowdle. 
First date was October 1958, 
married June 5, 1959. They 
always laughed and said 
how glad they were that 
Donnie Griffin didn’t have 
a car.

Wayne continued work-
ing in the logwoods until 
the Briar Plant was built. He 
went to work there in 1962 
and retired in 1994.

Wayne was an active 
member of Dierks United 
Methodist Church and was 
able to attend until about six 
weeks before his death.

Visitation will be from 
6-8 p.m., Thursday, June 
5th, at the Wilkerson Funeral 
Home Chapel in Dierks.

Funeral Services for Mr. 
Winton will be held at 10 
a.m., Friday, June 6, 2025, 
at Dierks United Methodist 
Church in Dierks with Bro. 
Carroll Jackson officiating. 
Burial will follow in the 
Muse Cemetery in Muse, 
Okla., under the direction of 
Wilkerson Funeral Home in 
De Queen.

The family would like to 

thank Dierksen Hospice for 
their loving care.

You may leave a condo-
lence online at www.wilker-
sonfuneralhomes.com

Deana Jean Steed
Deana Jean Steed, age 

49, a resident of Mineral 
Springs, Ark., passed away 
on Sunday, June 1, 2025, at 
her home.

She was born Jan. 26, 
1976, in Texarkana, Texas. 
She worked at Pop’s Bait 
Shop, was a member of 
New Mt. Zion Church, and 
a member of the Glory Bee 
Ministry soup kitchen. She 
took a lot of pride in helping 
with and delivering meals 
for the ministry. She loved 
her boys and her grandchil-
dren. She would lend a hand 
to anyone in need, and she 
loved the beach. 

Ms. Steed was preceded 
in death by her father, Royce 
Gene Steed.

Ms. Steed is survived by: 
two sons and a daughter-
in-law, Garrett Lanicek and 
Tabitha of Glenwood, and 
Royce Gene Lanicek of Min-
eral Springs; her mother, 
Judy K. Steed of Mineral 
Springs; three beautiful 
granddaughters who are 
specially loved; one brother 
and sister-in-law, Chris and 
Amanda Steed of Fort Smith, 
Ark., and numerous aunts, 
uncles, cousins and special 
friends.

Memorial services are 
pending.

Cremation arrangements 
by Wilkerson Funeral Home 
in De Queen.  

You may leave a condo-
lence online at www.wilker-
sonfuneralhomes.com.

Phyllis R.
Copeland Slaton

Phyllis R. (Copeland) 
Slaton, 92, of Little Rock 
died Tuesday, June 3, 2025, 
in Little Rock. She was born 
Oct. 21, 1932, in Nashville to 
the late Oscar Copeland and 
Annie Glasgow Copeland.

She taught children with 
special needs and retired 
from Little Rock School Dis-
trict. She was a member of 
the Temple Baptist Church 
of Little Rock.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
38 years, David E. Slaton, 
and her sister, DeRhonda 
Woodruff.

Survivors include: her 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Deborah McCabe and hus-
band Stephen; a brother 
and sister-in-law, Tommy 
Copeland and Laverne; also 
grandchildren.

Graveside services were 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 
7, 2025, in County Line Cem-
etery, under the direction of 
Latimer Funeral Home of 
Nashville.

Online at latimerfuneral-
home.com.

MUSIC AT THE 
MARKET. (ABOVE) Clay 
Sanders, originally from 
Nashville and now living 
in Magnolia, provided a 
musical backdrop Friday 
at the Farmers’ Market in 
Nashville. He is the son 
of Nashville Chamber 
of Commerce board 
president Kristin Stavely.

ART FROM WOOD. (LEFT) Woodcarver Glenn 
Shortridge of De Queen comes to the Farmers’ Market 
in Nashville with a wide selection of his wood carvings 
and an assortment of bluebird houses.

Fridays
at the
Farmers’
Market

in Nashville

Center Point blood drive will be June 12

Steve Walker
Steve Walker, age 73, of 

McCaskill, A., passed away 
on Monday, June 2, 2025, in 
Hot Springs, Ark. He was 
born Aug. 8, 1951, to Archie 
Ray Walker and Robbie Hall 
of California.

Steve is survived by three 
sisters, Debra Duncan, Mar-
la Burns, Brenda Caldron; 
one brother-in-law, Sam 
Henderson; two sisters-
in-law, Sandry Coleman 
and Starlett Wilson. Three 
daughters, Paige Walker 
McDowell, Stephani Walker 
of Nashville and Katherine 
(Nikki) Walker. Steve had 6 
grandchildren Ryan, Kelli, 
Jay, Gregory Pierce, Darren, 
James, Jasmine May. He also 
had 10 great-grandchildren, 
Brooklyn Pierce, Michael Jr., 
Jenevieve, Addison Mar-
kum, Raylan, Weston, Aba-
gail Brown, Hunter Sigman, 
Neaveh Pierce, and Elias 
May. As well as many other 
family members.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Suzann Walk-
er; his parents, Archie Ray 
and Robbie Lou Walker; a 
brother, Donny Walker; in-
laws Raymond and Aline 
Henderson.

Visitation will be 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m., Thursday, June 
5, 2025, at Latimer Funeral 
Home in Nashville.

You may send an online 
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com.

Garden fresh produce and more
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Public Record of Howard County
Items or documents that 

were fi led, issued or record-
ed at the Howard County, 
Ark., courthouse during the 
period May 29-June 4, 2025, 
unless noted otherwise, in-
clude the following:

Marriage Licenses
(Marriage licenses cost $60
at the County Clerk’s offi  ce)
June 2. Ta’Kris Joshaun 

Verge, 22, McCaskill, and 
Shawna Leann Williams, 27, 
McCaskill.

June 4. Pete Maurice Pen-
ney, 50, Nashville, and Sarah 
Jean Gaddis, 39, Nashville.

Civil Court
CV25-64, May 28. Capital 

One, NA, vs. James Brett. 
Debt.

Domestic
Relations Court
D R 2 5 - 4 9 ,  M a y  2 8 . 

Meghan Floyd vs. Joseph 
Floyd. Divorce.

DR25-50, June 2. Kayla 
Reynolds vs. Steven Reyn-
olds. Divorce.

Criminal Court
(NOTE: POCS = possession 

of controlled substance; PODP 
= possession of drug parapher-
nalia; DOCS = delivery of 
controlled substance)

CR25-55, June 2. State of 
Arkansas vs. Gregory Dixon, 
56, black male, 3 Evergreen 
St., Nashville; POCS with 
purpose, class D.
Land/Property
Transactions
Quitclaim Deeds

May 30. Gary C. Harris, 
Trustee of the Dalton and 
Curtistine Harris Living 
Trust; to Judy Francis; part 
of Block 13, Town of Mineral 
Springs. $143,000.

 June 4. Victor Manuel 
Pena Chavez and wife Rosa 
Najera Del Carmen and 
Caleb Edward Conrad and 
wife Sunny Lin Conrad; to 
Victor Manuel Pena Chavez 
and wife Rosa Najera Del 
Carmen and Juan Nava; part 
of Block 1, Town of Mineral 
Springs plus adjacent strip. 
$48,000.

June 4. Sheila Jo LeBlanc 
and Steve LeBlanc, wife and 
husband; to  Aimee Sutton; 
aggregate 100 ac. in S26 
T10S R28, with reservations. 
$73,600.

Administratrix’s Deed
June 4. Becky Floyd, Ad-

ministratrix of the Estate of 
Betty Ann Floyd, deceased; 
to Jeff rey D. McRae and wife 
Julie McRae; part of Lot 5, 
Block 15, with adjacent strip 
of land, Original Town of 
Nashville. $48,000.

Benefi ciary’s Deeds
May 29. Gary Efi rd, aka 

Gary Don Efi rd and Sharon 
Efi rd, husband and wife; to 
Gary Brad Efi rd; 36 ac. in S20 
T7S R27W.

June 2. David D. Good-
son; to Jeff rey L. Strickland 
and William D. Strickland, 
Joint Tenants; 10 ac. in S8 
T8S R28W.

Warranty Deeds
May 29.  Stan Lee Wro-

blewski and wife Kassady 
Nikole Wroblewski; to Mat-
thew Allen Staggs; 0.28 ac. in 
S26 T9S R27W. $4,500.

June 2. Robert Scott Byers; 
to Cody Tedford and wife 
Kara Tedford, Richard Da-
vid Nichols and wife Lauren 
Nichols, Tenants in Com-
mon; 3 tracts in S21 T5S 
R28W. $150,000.

June 2. Matthew Stone 
and wife Amanda Stone, 
and Patricia Ann Stone; to 
Wayne R. Gardovsky; part 
of Lot 14, Block 51, Mc-
Cullough’s Addition, Town 
of Mineral Springs, plus 
adjacent strip. $9,300.

June 2. Gloria J. Nation 
and Johnna K. Smith, Co-
Successor Trustees of the 
Philip G. Waters Revoca-
ble Trust; to Kirk Bradly 
Vines and wife Kristy Vines; 
property in S21 T9S R28W. 
$95,000.

June 2. Sherry Lee Al-
ford, Trustee of the Karon 
A. Schrader Living Trust; to 
Mark D. Rhodes II and Julie 
Ann Rhodes, husband and 
wife; 46.37 ac. in S1 T10S 
R28W. $290,000.

June 3. Cody Wayne Col-
bey and wife Kaela Col-
bey; to Asia Kesterson and 
spouse Heather Lovewell; 
Lots 1-2 Block 9, Original 
Town of Dierks. $56,500.

Five defendants were sen-
tenced after pleading guilty 
or true to felony charges 
during the regular day for 
criminal court in Howard 
County last Wednesday, 
June 4.

On the bench was Judge 
Tom Cooper.

The lone true plea was 
by Brandon Poindexter, 
44,black male, Nashville, 
who also pleaded guilty to a 
third degree battery charge. 
That charge and plea meant 
he violated his probation on 
a 2022 conviction. In total he 
was sentenced to two years 
in the Arkansas Department 
of Correction (ADC) with a 
further four years suspen-
sion of sentence. He was 
ordered not to have contact 
with the victim.

Two of the guilty pleas 
were in felony non-support 
cases including:

Ricky Golston, 54, black 
male, Washington, who was 
facing both class D and class 
C non-support charges. His 
total sentence was 20 years 
of probation and to pay child 
support.

Eric Hopkins, 42, black 
male, Nashville, charged 
with non-support. He re-
ceived a suspended im-
position of sentence of 10 
years and must pay $4,000 
in arrears support within 
120 days.

A guilty plea was also 
given by Robert Johnson, 
54, black male, Nashville, 
who was charged with class 
D felony theft of property. 
He must make restitution of 
$4,460; pay a $500 fi ne; and 
serve six years of probation.

Trial dates set
Gregory Dixon, 56, black 

male, Nashville, has a pre-
trial motions date of Aug. 

6. He pleaded not guilty to 
a class D felony charge of 
possession of controlled sub-
stance with intent to deliver.

A probation revocation 
trial date of July 23 was set 
for Latre Richards, 46, black 
male, Mineral Springs, who 
is charged with failure to 
meet the terms of probation 
on his 2021 conviction for a 
pair of controlled substance 
charges.

Two failure to appear 
warrants were ordered for 
persons who missed as-
signed court dates.

Dalton Jordan, 34, white 
male, Nashville, is charged 
with controlled substance 
possession.

Haley Jewell, 31, white 
female, Dierks, is facing 
two controlled substance 
off enses.

Bail will be denied for 
both when apprehended.

122 years ago: June 1903
Ben John and Payton 

Price charged with complic-
ity in the shooting of Henry 
Cook are on trial in Justice 
Stevens court on Muddy 
Fork today and Honorable 
W. D. Lee is representing 
them.

J. E. Shutt was hanged 
at New Boston, Texas, this 
afternoon for the murder of 
J. C. Whitener, which crime 
was committed in Texar-
kana on May 1st, 1902. Just 
before ascending the gal-
lows religious services were 
conducted, after which Shutt 
gave a friendly farewell to 
all adding that he wished to 
thank all who had exerted 
themselves in his behalf and 
stating that he bore no ill will 
against anyone.

____
79 years ago: June 1946
An impressive program 

at Whiteside Hall tonight 
at 8:00 by members of the 

Senior class will climax one 
of the most successful terms 
of school in Nashville High 
School history. Ninety se-
niors are to be awarded 
diplomas. The valedicto-
rian address will be given 
by Mildred Breedlove and 
the salutatorian address by 
Neva Jim Chesshir.

The Nashville Clod-
hoppers held their regu-
lar meeting last Friday at 
the Nashville High School 
Agricultural building. The 
speaker for the occasion was 
Mr. Drake from the Veterans 
Administration.

______
63 years ago: June 1962
Martha Wickens of Dierks 

is one of forty-six graduating 
senior nurses and fi ve x-ray 
technology graduates at Ar-
kansas Baptist Hospital who 
will receive diplomas, Mon-
day at the Immanuel Baptist 
Church at Little Rock.

Mrs. Neva Byrd has been 

selected to participate in a 
seven-week summer lan-
guage institute at the Wom-
en’s College in Georgia.  The 
program will be directed by 
S. C. Mangiafi co from June 
25th to August 11th. Mrs. 
Byrd, who teaches at Nash-
ville High School, was one 
of the sixty teachers selected 
to attend the institute. There 
will be thirty teachers of 
Spanish at the college.

_____
42 years ago: June 1983
Rhonda Spigner was the 

senior high point winner, 
and Britt Bailey captured 
the junior division in the 
Free-Riders 4-H event here.  

David C. Teague, son of 
Herschell and Cay Teague 
of Nashville, Arkansas, was 
honored with the under-
graduate award in Ana-
lytical  Chemistry in the 
Dedman  College ceremony 
at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity in Dallas, Texas.

Stand Up For America Support at Tyson, June 1994. (Seated) Linda Coleman, Dora 
Lamb, Kay King, Ruth Hooks, Diane Tollett, Sandy Marshall and Clara Furr; (stand-
ing) Kristi Turley, Verna Cox, Brenda Brown, Vickie Jefferson, Sheila Kreul, Clorene 
Greathouse, Betty Turley, Jessie Fatheree, Joyce Teague, Joy Scott, Eunice John-
son, Annie Lantroop and Geraldine Farris.

Five defendants receive sentences
after pleas entered in criminal court
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Point of view
Vacated by ‘aliens?’

Only in my mind, but
I return to Pyramid City

Letters policy
The News-Leader welcomes letters to the editor. Please include your name, address with ZIP code 
and a daytime phone number for verification. Letters become the property of the News-Leader and will 
not be printed if they appear in other papers.

Mail: Nashville News-Leader, Box 205, Nashville, AR 71852.
E-mail:  jrs@nashvilleleader.com

All letters must be signed and must not be libelous, superfluous or obscene. Letters may be edited to 
conform to newspaper style and to fit space requirements.

“Were it left to me to decide whether we should have 
a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, 

I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”
Thomas Jefferson, 1787
Free press, free people
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Arkansas election integrity receives
top rankings from conservative panel

Bill threatens state healthcare

Love Thy Neighbor, and GET THE COVID VACCINE!
Call the Howard County Health Unit -- 845-2208 -- to get your FREE shot.

Presented in the public interest by the Nashville News-Leader 
and Southwest Arkansas Radio

but the coronavirus threat isn’t over.
Keep yourself and those 

around you safe -- please get your 
free Covid-19 vaccination. If you’re already

 fully immunized, remember to get the booster shot. 

It’s

By Bo Ryall 
President and CEO 
Arkansas Hospital Association
Today, Arkansas hospitals face 

significant challenges. Analysis 
from the most recent Medicare 
Cost Reports data shows that over 
40% of Arkansas hospitals and 
more than 70% of rural hospitals 
operate at a loss in our state. When 
hospitals are not adequately reim-
bursed for providing care, they are 
forced to reduce services and staff. 

Evidence of the current financial 
strain on Arkansas hospitals is 
clear: we are down to just 33 hos-
pitals that deliver babies. Only 24 
of our 75 counties have a hospital 
with a labor and delivery depart-
ment. The closure of even one more 
would place an unsustainable 
strain on the remaining facilities 
that deliver babies and further 
diminish access to specialized care 
for moms and babies.

The budget reconciliation bill, 
H.R. 1 — known as One Big Beau-
tiful Bill Act 119th Congress — 
recently passed the United States 
House of Representatives and is 
now under consideration in the 
Senate. This bill threatens health 
care in Arkansas. The Congres-
sional Budget Office projects that 
8.6 million Americans will lose 
Medicaid coverage over the next 
decade if this legislation becomes 
law. You might think this won’t 
affect you, but it impacts every 
citizen in our state and our fragile 

health care system.
Medicaid ensures coverage for 

more than 880,000 Arkansans, with 
children and the elderly making 
up the largest percentage of those 
enrolled. 

Chances are that you, your 
family, or your neighbors have a 
loved one who is eligible for and 
currently receiving Medicaid and 
is at risk of losing that coverage. 
An increase in the uninsured rate 
in our state will directly impact 
hospital finances. 

When more Arkansans lack 
coverage, hospitals bear the cost 
of uncompensated care. Arkansans 
who lose Medicaid will still need 
health care and will turn to our 
already overburdened emergency 
departments for services, increas-
ing wait times for all patients, 
whether insured, uninsured, or 
covered by Medicaid or Medicare. 
Patient care in emergency depart-
ments often is more extensive and 
requires more costly treatments 
that drive up health care bills. 
Hospitals are forced to absorb sig-
nificant uncompensated expenses. 
When expenses outpace revenue, 
hospitals are left with no choice but 
to make more cuts. 

We cannot afford to lose more 
service lines. Hospitals that are 
already operating at a loss and 
have already cut services and 
staff could face closure, leaving 
Arkansans with decreased access 
to health care. 

It is no secret that Arkansas 
ranks near the bottom for health 
care costs mainly because our re-
imbursement rates for Medicaid, 
Medicare, and commercial insur-
ance are the lowest in the nation. 
For Medicaid, specifically, the 
federal government has allowed 
certain health care providers — 
like hospitals, nursing homes, 
and ambulance services — to par-
ticipate in supplemental payment 
programs to at least partially offset 
Medicaid underpayments. 

If the bill passes the Senate as is, 
these supplemental Medicaid rates 
for hospitals will remain locked in 
at the current rate. This legislation 
unfairly penalizes fiscally respon-
sible, low-cost states like ours by 
capping rates at the current level, 
while rewarding high-cost states, 
such as California and New York, 
with a higher percentage. As 
prices for supplies, employees, 
and pharmaceuticals continue to 
rise, hospitals will have no way to 
increase Medicaid reimbursement 
rates to keep up. Unlike other in-
dustries, hospitals cannot simply 
raise prices when governmental 
payers control more than half of 
our payments.

As it currently stands, the rec-
onciliation bill will unfairly punish 
our small state. We urge Arkansans 
to speak up and let our Senators 
know that losing coverage and 
access to hospital care is unac-
ceptable.

(DEAR READER: it rips my heart out to do this but this week I am 
repeating parts of two (2) related columns 
from May of 2018. I promise you’ll love re-
visiting them with the obvious changes.)

---- --- 
AN ARKIE ROAD TRIP.
It’s been awhile, but [blurred nickname] and 

I hit the road again this past weekend to see a 
rumored semi-local attraction with our own 
doubting eyes.

It was during a visit with my mother a 
few weeks earlier that I first heard about the 
‘Pyramid City’ somewhere up in the REAL boonies in Montgomery 
County. Years ago she and my father had once driven there with friends 
who had property nearby.

As she recalled, the place included seven or eight houses that looked 
like pyramids, and a big one which was supposedly a ‘town hall.’

The place had been built by a mysterious cult. They were reportedly 
only there for awhile, and then suddenly -- poof! -- they were gone.

Gone, except for one pointy house that still had occupants at the 
time of my parents’ visit.

I asked around on Facebook and got a modest description of how to 
find this place, and  we set off to find it.

The [blurred nickname] had an explanation about the disappearance 
of the Pyramid City residents. She has explanations for many things.

“I’ll bet aliens landed and took those people away,” [blurred nickname] 
said. “Either that, or they were really aliens themselves returning to the 
mother ship.”

She believes that aliens were involved because this place is close to 
Mena as the crow flies, and she believes that lots of people in Mena are 
actually from outer space.

I have learned never to argue with [blurred nickname].
To get to the pyramids we drove through Murfreesboro, Glenwood, 

and Norman, and stayed a ways on Highway 8 past Black Springs. Then 
we took a paved turnoff marked ‘Sulphur Springs’ and went to the first 
fork which was Sulphur Springs Road.

All roads turned to bad gravel at this point.
Then to Big Fork Road, and another mile or so down a dusty, dusty, 

dusty narrow trail.
About the time we were beginning to think we were on a wild goose 

chase, we spotted the pyramid houses.
They were close to the road, easily seen. There were seven or eight 

structures, each covered with metal siding painted different colors. They 
looked more like teepees than pyramids. (Cue the outerspace mystery 
music: They also looked like a collection of rocket nosecones pointed 
skyward, but that’s just my opinion.)

Sure enough there was a large pyramid which we figgered was the 
town hall.

The grounds showed signs of recent mowing. And behind one house 
there appeared to be an alien working in his garden. Makes me wonder 
if aliens grow what they eat.

We were too fearful to ask if we could look closer at the place. Instead, 
we drove back toward Planet Earth.

Once back on the paved Sulphur Springs road I noticed that we 
crossed over a little bitty creek on a very narrow bridge. A green sign 
on the bridge announced Caddo River. Wow! It was not even three feet 
wide at that point, and it was maybe two inches of clear water tumbling 
over mossy rocks. You could literally step across the river.

It wasn’t much of a bridge; really more of a short, shallow culvert.
When we got back to State Highway 8 we didn’t sensibly turn back 

toward home. We went on a ways because I wanted to see the commu-
nity known as Board Camp. We never got there -- or maybe we went 
thru it and didn’t know. At any rate, we were afraid to get much closer 
to Mena just in case the town’s ‘human being detectors’ were engaged.

We reversed course back toward Norman. And spotted a small sign 
that pointed to a narrow road. Shady Lake 15 miles, it announced.

The afternoon was still young and we still had most of a box of Tris-
cuits, so we dared to take the road. It was very rough and narrow and 
dusty. And lonely. Somehow I got confused and took a fork that turned 
out to be a hiking trail. Man, it was REALLY rough and narrow. But the 
upside was that there was no oncoming traffic.

By the time we drove the 15 miles to Shady Lake, we had seen only 
two hikers and a hen turkey. It took us most of an hour to cover that 
short distance.

Next time I go to Pyramid City I’ll ask the alien if I can look around. 
He’ll have to promise not to beam me up to the mother ship. Or ask 
for any of the Triscuits.

---- --- 
And here is the second week’s part of the repeat. You’ll see why.

---- --- 
AN UPDATE ON ‘Pyramid City’ which was a part of this column 

last week.
My mother remembers walking through the abandoned larger ‘City 

Hall’ pyramid. She recalls that among the items abandoned inside by 
the cult were objects representing many religions or denominations.

She recalls a Christian cross, a Jewish Menorah, a Catholic crucifix. 
There were other items but she’s not real sure what they were, except 
some were exotic.

I suggested that there might have been a Baptist casserole dish, but 
she just raised her eyebrows and gave me that look that told me no 
matter how old I was I could still get a whipping.

Some of you may be familiar with that look. It wasn’t limited to 
Catholic mothers. Jewish moms have been doing it since Old Testa-
ment days. 

---- --- 
SWEET DREAMS, Baby

By State Sen. Jimmy Hickey Jr.
Arkansas ranks first in the na-

tion in election integrity, according 
to the most recent study by the 
Heritage Foundation.

Last year Arkansas ranked 
number eight. At a press confer-
ence at the Capitol, the Governor, 
the Secretary of State and members 
of the legislature announced the 
newest ranking.

They attributed the state’s mov-
ing up in the rankings to prioritiz-
ing in recent years the passage of 
laws that secure the integrity of 
voter registration and processing 
ballots.

According to one senator, the 
Heritage Foundation rankings 
have long been the gold standard 
for comparing how well states 
prevent voter fraud.

Arkansas scored 91 out of 100 
on the recent scorecard, including 
20 out of 20 in the category of voter 
ID implementation. We scored 
three out of three in granting access 
to election observers, four out of 
four in verification of citizenship of 
voters, three out of three in requir-
ing identification of people who 
assist others to vote and three out 
of three in prohibiting election offi-
cials from receiving pay or benefits 
from private sources.

Arkansas scored six out of six 
in how we monitor voter registra-
tion to prevent fraud. For example, 
Arkansas does not allow registra-
tion on the same day as elections. 
Requiring voter registration ahead 
of an election allows more time to 
verify the accuracy of applications.

However, Arkansas scored 
26 out of 28 in the category that 
measured the accuracy of voter 
registration lists. One negative 
score was for not including pho-
tographs of voters on the lists of 
registered voters, where they are 
kept electronically.

The legislature’s approval of Act 
840 of 2025 may correct a negative 
score in the Heritage rankings. The 
act allows the Secretary of State to 
share voter registration lists with 
federal courts, which use them 
for jury selection. In return, the 
courts will notify the state of ineli-
gible voters such as non-citizens, 
convicted felons, dead people or 
non-residents of the state.

The Heritage Foundation score-
card did not include a package of 
bills enacted earlier this year that 
prevent  deceptive practices when 
canvassers collect signatures in or-
der to place an issue on the ballot.

However, the governor specifi-
cally mentioned several of them, 

such as Act 218 of 2025 to require 
canvassers to inform people, be-
fore collecting their signatures, that 
petition fraud is a Class A misde-
meanor. The disclosure could be 
verbal, or in a separate written 
document that would be shown 
to people before they sign.

She also mentioned Act 240 to 
require canvassers to view a photo 
ID of each person signing the 
petition. If canvassers are unable 
to verify someone’s identity, they 
may not collect a signature.

The governor mentioned an-
other bill that strengthens the 
protections of the signature-gath-
ering process - Act 241. It requires 
canvassers to submit a sworn 
statement that they have complied 
with all state laws governing the 
collection of signatures, and with 
the Constitution. Unless canvass-
ers submit the sworn statements, 
any signatures they submit will 
not be counted.

The Secretary of State listed 
measures to ensure the accuracy 
of voter registration lists, such as 
partnering with credit bureaus 
to determine that people actually 
live where they say they do on ap-
plications. Agreements with other 
states reveal whether people are 
registered in more than one state.
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By Tanner May
NHS salutatorian
Good evening teachers, 

family, friends, and welcome 
to the Class of 2025 gradua-
tion ceremony. My name is 
Tanner May, and I have the 
honor of being selected as the 
salutatorian. 

Tonight, we gather not just 
to celebrate a graduation, but 
a transformation. We arrived 
here thirteen years ago un-
certain, untested, and—let’s 
be honest—slightly shorter. 
And now, we leave stronger, 
wiser, and equipped with 
knowledge that goes far be-
yond textbooks.

Some people compare their 
high school experience to 
“High School Musical.” But 
in reality, high school wasn’t 
always as pretty. It was messy, 
complicated, and full of un-
expected characters. But we 
were all just trying to find 
our place. And in the end, 
it wasn’t about the destina-
tion—it was about the friends 
we met along the way. The 
ones who stood by us, made 
us laugh, and reminded us we 
weren’t in it alone.

It’s easy to look at gradu-
ation and see it as an end-
ing—but really, it’s a doorway. 
Behind us are the memories 
we made: late-night study ses-
sions, hallway conversations, 
victories in the classroom and 
beyond. But the road ahead 
will not always be easy. We 
will fall down, but we will 
overcome our challenges. 
Because we are ready for the 
fight. We are not the weak—
we are warriors.

We are entering a world 
that needs thinkers, doers, cre-
ators, and most of all—kind 
people. And while we each 
walk a different path from 
here, we carry the same roots. 
We are a class shaped by chal-

lenge, bonded by shared expe-
rience, and now launched into 
possibility.

We owe thanks to many—
To our teachers, thank you. 
Your guidance and belief in 
our potential have shaped us 
into the individuals we are to-
day. You’ve pushed us to excel 
academically and as thinkers, 
creators, and leaders. To our 
families, thank you for your 
unwavering support. Your 
encouragement has been the 
foundation that allowed us to 
keep going when we wanted 
to give up. 

And to my fellow gradu-
ates, thank you. Each of you 
has shown incredible strength 
and resilience, whether in the 
classroom, on the field, or in 
personal struggles. Together, 
we have proven that we are 
not a group of individuals 
who merely made it through 
high school—we are warriors 
who fought for every achieve-
ment and overcame every 
obstacle that stood in our way.

This class has endured. 
We ’ve overcome. We ’ve 
grown. And now we are 
ready—not for perfection, 
but for purpose.

And if there’s one thing I’ve 
learned, it’s this:

Life is a lot like a Subway 
sandwich. It won’t be handed 
to you perfectly wrapped and 
ready. 

You have to build it your-
self—one choice at a time. It 
can be messy. It might not look 
like someone else’s. But in the 
end, it’s yours. So stack it high, 
and make it something you’re 
proud of.

Whether your future holds 
college, work, travel, ser-
vice—or something com-
pletely unexpected—I hope 
you run toward it with the 
same energy you used to bolt 
out the doors on the last day 
of finals.

Because in the end, life isn’t 
about being the best. It’s about 
being bold, staying curious, 
and making it count.

Life is a highway—don’t 
slow down.

Live long and prosper. And 
as Mr. Horne would say: May 
the force be with you.

Thank you, and congratu-
lations to us all.

By Caroline Dean
NHS valedictorian
Good evening, everyone.
I’m Caroline Dean—vale-

dictorian of the Class of 2025, 
proud Scrapper, and a firm 
believer that none of us get 
anywhere alone.

As I stand here tonight, 
I’m not just thinking about 
grades or trophies. I’m think-
ing about God’s grace, the 
support of my family, and 
the strength of this incredible 
community. I’ve learned that 
the most important victories 
in life aren’t the ones with 
medals or titles—they’re the 
ones where you show up, put 
others before yourself, and 
trust God to do what only 
He can.

Our journey to this mo-
ment wasn’t always easy. We 
faced setbacks, tough losses, 
long nights, and days when 
it felt like the finish line kept 
moving. But through it all, we 
leaned on each other—and 
more importantly, we leaned 
on Jesus Christ, our constant 
source of strength.

This town—the people in 
these stands—have shown 
up for us over and over again. 
You’ve reminded us what it 
means to live with grit, grace, 
and purpose. 

That’s the heart of a Scrap-
per—and the heart of this 
community.

So before I say anything 
else, let me say this:

Thank you.
To my family, who prayed 

me through every test and 
challenge.

To my classmates, who en-
couraged and competed with 
me in all the best ways.

And to Jesus, who was and 
always will be my anchor.

We’re here tonight not be-
cause we were perfect—but 
because we were loved, we 
were supported, and we kept 
going. That’s what faith does. 
That’s what community does. 
And that’s what Scrappers do. 

Today isn’t just about stats, 
GPAs, or trophies. It’s about 
what it means to be a Scrap-
per. And let me tell you—it’s 
not just a mascot. It’s a mind-
set.

Being a Scrapper means 
showing up even when it’s 
tough. It means diving for 
loose balls, staying up past 
midnight to finish that paper, 
helping someone else succeed 
even when you’re racing for 
the same finish line. It means 
refusing to quit—even when 
you’re the underdog and win-
ning seems impossible.

I’ve learned that success 
doesn’t come from standing 
alone at the top. It comes from 
pulling each other up, from 
teammates who push you 
harder and from teachers who 
believe in you even when you 
don’t believe in yourself yet.

Tonight, as we celebrate 
this major milestone, I want 
to make one thing clear: We 
didn’t get here alone.

This town? This school? 
This community carried us 
all here. Nashville shows 
up. Whether it’s a basketball 
game, a band concert, an art 
show, a robotics competition, 
or a bake sale, you’ll find the 
stands packed, the parking lot 
full, and someone’s grandpa 
yelling, “LET’S GO!” whether 

they know what’s happening 
or not.

In 2022, I had the honor 
of being part of the first-ever 
girls’ basketball state champi-
onship team. But what made 
it unforgettable wasn’t just the 
win—it was looking into the 
crowd and seeing our entire 
town standing, cheering, and 
wearing more orange than 
should be legally allowed in 
one gym. That’s the spirit of 
a Scrapper.

It’s not just about how hard 
you work. It’s about how we 
lift each other up. It’s hold-
ing each other accountable, 
friends turning into family, 
and fans—young, old, and 
confused about the rules—
who never let you forget 
that you’re part of something 
bigger.

As we head out into the 
world, I hope we remember 
what it means to be from 
Nashville. I hope we show 
up for people like our town 
showed up for us. I hope we 
keep playing like Scrappers 
— tough, determined, and 
always with heart.

To the teachers, parents, 
and coaches who got us here: 
thank you. We owe you more 
than just this diploma. We’ll 
never be able to pay you back, 
but hopefully we can pay it 
forward.

To my classmates—this 
isn’t goodbye. It’s just half-
time. We’re heading into a 
new game now, and while we 
might trade in our Scrapper 
jerseys for new titles—college 
students, employees, hus-
bands and wives—I hope we 
carry the heart of a Scrapper 
with us wherever we go.

So go chase dreams, go 
make mistakes, and if life 
knocks you down… get back 
up. 

Because once a Scrapper, 
always a Scrapper.

Thank you—and let’s go 
win whatever game comes 
next.

Valedictorian 
Caroline Dean

Salutatorian 
Tanner May

Life is a highway - don’t slow down

ADDRESSES BY NHS VALEDICTORIAN, SALUTATORIAN

Win whatever game comes next

Williams had recently ac-
quired 10 additional theaters 
including De Queen and Di-
erks.

The Gem Theater, which 
opened circa 1930, closed for 
about 90 days and reopened 
as the new Howard Theater, 
a modernized motion picture 
house that was described as 
the best in this part of the 
state.

A Rich History
The Howard Theater is not 

the only business that started 
at 107/109 S. Main St. It began 
in 1903 as a general goods 
store, housing the Wilson & 
Galloway Grocery Store. The 
modern-day Nashville Coca-
Cola Bottling Co. started here 
in 1911. A permanent wall was 
added in the late 1920s and 
divided the building into two 
businesses. 

Photos depict Barton Gro-
cery in what is now the El-
berta Arts Center. 

The Gem Theater opened 
and operated until 1939 at 
what is now the Nashville 
Chamber of Commerce loca-
tion.

Many interesting things 
can be found at the cham-
ber, if you know where to 
look.  Look closely enough 
above the false ceiling, and 
you will travel back in time 
to the balcony of the Howard 
Theater. The original ceiling 
can be viewed, as well as sev-

eral comfort additions.  An art 
mural can also be found to this 
day, located in the attic on the 
south side of the middle wall, 
depicting a landscape of hills, 
trees, and even a house.

Howard Theater Renova-
tions

The remodeled Gem The-
ater included a 42-foot exten-
sion on the rear of the building 
and a 10-foot rise of the ceil-
ing, at an approximate cost of 
$10,000. A circular marquee 
was added to the front of the 
building, brightly illuminated 
by neon and incandescent 
lights. A modernistic tower 
sign rose above the awning. 
Updates included new décor, 
additional seating, RCA wide-
range sound, heavy drapes in 
deep wine velvet, and a mod-
ern ice-refrigerated drinking 
fountain.

Nashville News articles de-
scribed another innovation, a 
concealed picture screen that 
would part the curtains at the 
push of a button.

Cooling system
“The large cooling system 

which has been installed for 
the comfort of the patrons 
during the heated season, 
is one of the latest and most 
modern type. Of refrigerated 
washed air construction, the 
equipment is housed in a 
special airtight room atop the 
theater at the rear, some 25 
feet in the air. This room is so 
constructed that germs and 
dust cannot possibly get into 
the air, which is brought into 
the theater. The air is washed 
through a series of pumps 
and discs, then delivered to 

the auditorium through two 
large tumbler type fans. The 
washed air enters the audi-
torium through a six-foot 
opening in the ceiling. This 
equipment is controlled by 
an automatic system which 
keeps the temperature in the 
house at the range of 70 de-
grees in the hottest weather.”

Advanced Lighting
“Aisle lights placed at in-

tervals provide convenience 
in seating patrons … the walls 
and ceiling of the theater have 
been decorated in contrasting 
pastel shades and four pilas-
ters on each side carry tubular 
glass lighting fixtures that are 
controlled from the projection 
room. The lighting may be 
bright, dim, or colored, ac-
cording to the need.”

Nashville Pride
Articles noted that the 

Williams organization left 
nothing undone that would 
provide comfort and plea-
sure for the patrons of the 
Howard. They wanted the 
theater-going public to have 
an institution of which they 
would be proud. 

The movie house opened 
with a screening of Myrna Loy 
and Robert Taylor in “Lucky 
Night.” Admission ranged 
from ten cents to twenty-five 
cents, plus tax.

The Howard Theater was 
closed in 1953 as the auto 
drive-in and Elberta Theater 
opened. This location is now 
the office of the Nashville 
Chamber of Commerce.

Sources Cited
(1939, March 28) Nashville 

News.

photo loaned by Jonathan Canaday
DOWNTOWN NASHVILLE. Gem Theater and Barton Grocery, 1930s.
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new requirements at its next 
meeting.

One of the biggest changes 
will involve students’ cell 
phones. 

A new state law requires 
that students not have access 
to the devices during the 
school day. 

Districts “have to enforce 
it,” Graham said.

The state has provided 
little guidance on dealing with 
phones.

“I have second thoughts,” 
Graham said. “We live in a 
world of phones. I don’t know 
if cell phones are a big issue 
when I go to junior high and 
high school.”

Early last fall, the state 
recommended that districts 
purchase pouches to put the 

phones in all day. 
“They kind of turned into 

a bust,” Graham said. “One 
superintendent who bought 
them says they are stored in 
a closet. I’m glad we slow 
played it and didn’t spend a 
lot of money.”

The district “will have 
to come up with a plan and 
consequences” for students 
who have phones.

One issue from 2024-25 
will be back for the coming 
year, Graham said. “That’s 
getting a handle on enroll-
ment. Between private and 
home schools and four-day 
weeks, I don’t know how it 
will play out.”

Nashville’s enrollment was 
“way down in August, then 
came back. Is that a trend? We 
worked up to 1,794 by the end 
of the year after we dropped 
to 1,690. It got better the lon-
ger the year went,” according 
to Graham.

Jobs lost when Husqvarna 
closed “had an impact. We 
knew that would be a reality.”

With summer well un-
derway, Graham said main-
tenance is an “immediate 
issue.” School will be back 
in session in less than two 
months. “There’s lots of paint-
ing, waxing, carpet cleaning” 
and other matters to take 
care of before classes begin 
August 4. 

“It will be here before we 
know it.”

Along with the first day 
of school, the football season 
also kicks off in August, with 
the first game set Aug. 29 at 
Magnolia. 

“Right now, we’re zero 
and zero,” Graham said. “I’m 
enjoying what Coach [Brad] 
Chesshir has brought to the 
Nashville School District so 
far. The kids are working 
hard. We’re hoping for the 
best.”
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FIRE CLOSES MURPHY USA PUMPS FOR REPAIRS. The accident that happened on Tuesday, June 3 at 
Murphy USA’s Nashville location has temporarily closed the gas pumps for major repairs. The store part of the 
business will remain open during the repairs. The accident involved driver Joe Bill Scoggins, 85, of Nashville, 
who apparently lost control of his 1996 Dodge Dakota while attempting to get gas. A witness reported that Scog-
gins’ truck had started to roll back once he had exited at the pump and was dragging him backwards as he held 
on to the steering wheel. Scoggins was able to get the vehicle stopped and put it in drive but was then unable 
to get it stopped again before it hit the gas pump and ignited the fi re, according to a report by the Nashville Po-
lice Department. Damage to the building is estimated at $100,000. Scoggins’ truck burned in the incident was 
declared a total loss. No citations were issued.

A recent text message 
scam has resulted in the 
Nashville Police Depart-
ment to issue a warning 
online:

“If you received this 
text (below) today, you are 
not alone. This is another 
SCAM. Do not click on the 
link or reply to the mes-
sage!”

The contents of the scam 
text message is as follows:

A r k a n s a s  Ve h i c l e 
Administration(DMV) Final 
Notice: Enforcement Penal-
ties Begin on June 8.

Our records show that as 
of today, you still have an 
outstanding traffi  c ticket. In 
accordance with  ARKAN-
SAS Administrative Code 
15C-16.003, if you do not 

complete payment by June 
7, 2025, we will take the fol-
lowing actions:

1. Report to the DMV 
violation database

2. Suspend your vehicle 
registration starting June 8

3. Suspend driving privi-
leges for 30 days

4. Transfer to a toll booth 
and charge a 35% service fee

5. You may be prosecuted 
and your credit score will be 
aff ected

Pay Now: https://ardot.
gov-zjxm.life/pay

Please pay immediately 
before enforcement to avoid 
license suspension and fur-
ther legal disputes.

(Reply Y and re-open this 
message to click the link, or 
copy it to your browser.)

NPD issues warning 
about text message

scam making rounds

MOUNT IDA - On Satur-
day, June 7, the Montgomery 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce re-
quested assistance from the 
Arkansas State Police (ASP) 
Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion (CID) with a missing 
person’s case.

When Special Agents ar-
rived, they found evidence 
of foul play. A suspect was 
identified and taken into 
custody on Saturday, June 7, 
2025. Human remains were 
discovered near the sus-
pect’s Mount Ida property. 

The suspect has been 
charged with second-degree 

battery, kidnapping and 
tampering with physical 
evidence and is being held 
at the Montgomery County 
Detention Center. Addi-
tional charges are pending.

ASP is asking for the pub-
lic’s help in locating a black 
2011 GMC Terrain with 
Arkansas plate AEV 26R. 
Anyone with information 
about the vehicle’s location 
should call ASP Troop K at 
(501) 767-8550.

Additional information 
will be released as it be-
comes available. The inves-
tigation is ongoing.

ASP investigating 
Mount Ida death, needs 

help locating vehicle 

GLENWOOD - Veteran author Penny Richards of Glen-
wood, would like to invite the public to the book launch 
of The July Fourth Murders, an anthology collection co-
authored with three Texas friends: Janis Patterson, Sandy 
Steen, and James Gaskin.

The patriotic mystery collection, honoring America’s on-
going fi ght for our freedoms, unfolds during four separate 
time periods and four diff erent wars.

Independence Day, by Penny Richards, off ers her version 
of the Revolutionary War’s question of who really fi red “the 
shot heard round the world.”

Janis Patterson uncovers the person behind the threat 
to General George Pershing’s life in her WWI story, La-
fayette, We Are Here. Sandy Steen’s Murder Is Riveting, 
is set against the backdrop of an airplane factory during 
WWII and deals with both murder and treason, and James 
Gaskin’s Saigon Sucks paints a vivid, disturbing picture 
of a soldier’s life in Vietnam and the murder of a visiting 
band manager.

The book launch will be celebrated in Delight, June 14, 
Flag Day, from noon until 3:00 at the Sweet and Salty on 
Antioch Street.

Other launch events include a reading of The ABCs Of 
Being B.R.A.V.E. (Building Respect and Values for Every-
one) at 1:00 by Miss Natural State Elementary, eight-year-old 
Annslee Sutton, followed by a fl ag raising ceremony at 2:00 
by the Pike County 4-H, to honor and thank our veterans.

www.JulyFourthMurders.com 
www.WAGbooks.com

Four Murders
in Four Wars

by Four Authors
Delight author hosting 
book launch June 14

The City of Murfreesboro 
and the Chamber of Com-
merce are co-sponsoring the 
second annual Juneteenth 
celebration in Murfreesboro.

Juneteenth is actually 
Thursday, June 19, but activ-
ities will be held in advance 
starting this Friday, June 13.

That night a meet and 
greet will be held for all 
attendees and the public at 
the Murfreesboro Municipal 
Building starting at 5 p.m.

On Saturday morning, 
June 14, the festivities will 
kick off  with a parade down 
Washington Avenue to the 

Murfreesboro City Park. The 
parade will begin its proces-
sion starting at 10 a.m., with 
lineup beginning at 9:45 in 
the Harvill Insurance park-
ing lot.

From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
activities will be held at the 
park.

Later that night, at 8 p.m., 
a street dance will be held 
on Mauney Street in Mur-
freesboro.

On Sunday, all attendees 
and the public will be in-
vited to church services at 
the Mauney Street Church 
of Christ starting at 9 a.m.

Murfreesboro Juneteenth event
starts Friday night, ends Sunday
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May 29, 2025
BF=Bond Forfeited
Howard County
Batson, Harry L., 76, Min-

eral Springs, guilty of speed-
ing, fined $250; guilty of 
DWI, fined $1,110, credited 
for time served, license sus-
pended and must complete 
DWI educational course

Brown, Jason E., 45, 
Lockesburg, $45 BF, no seat 
belt

Clayton, Jerry, 28, Fulton, 
guilty of speeding, fined 
$270; guilty of careless or 
prohibited driving, fined 
$345

Combs, Austin B., 23, 
Nashville, $220 BF, drinking 
in public

Dixon, Gregory D., 56, 
Nashville, guilty of non-
payment of fines, $2,715 
owed, committed to jail

Donato, Sabrina L., 42, 
Lockesburg, $230 BF, speed-
ing; $245 BF, failure to ap-
pear

Garcia, Remedios Perez, 
45, Nashville, $195 BF, no 
driver ’s license/expired 
license

Isham, Kenneth De-
wayne, 33, Mineral Springs, 
$405 BF, speeding

Jefferson, Miltja, 27, 
Nashville, $245 BF, failure 
to appear

Marlar, Brett Suzanne, 43, 
Prescott, $185 BF, no splash 
guards

McMillian, Brandon R., 
46, Nashville, $45 BF, no 
seat belt

Peden, Kelly, 50, Umpire, 
$445 BF, driving on sus-
pended or revoked license

Peer, Kathleen M., 67, 
Nashville, $230 BF, speeding

Petatan, Edward, 40, De 
Queen, $195 BF, no driver’s 
license/expired license; $245 
BF, failure to appear

Puga, Fortino J., 66, De 
Queen, $250 BF, speeding; 
$245 BF, failure to appear

Ritter, Melissa, 45, Nash-
ville, $195 BF, expired ve-
hicle tags/no tags

Rogers, Timothy, 35, De 
Queen, guilty of driving 
on suspended or revoked 
license, fined $125; guilty of 
no seat belt, fined $70

Sanders, Almen D., 38, 
Nashville, guilty of driving 
on suspended or revoked 
license, fined $445; guilty of 
failure to appear, fined $245

Seavers, Debra A., 58, 
Nashville, guilty of speed-
ing, fined $250; guilty of 
careless or prohibited deriv-
ing, fined $345

Stoll, Austin Jared, 18, 
Blossom, Texas, $290 BF, 
speeding

Taylor, Ashton Leon, 21, 
Ashdown, guilty of no proof 
of liability insurance, fined 
$345

Williams, Anita, 43, Wash-
ington, guilty of driving on 
suspended or revoked li-
cense, fined $345; guilty of 
failure to appear, fined $245

City of Nashville
Burress, Darrell E., 70, 

Nashville, guilty of non-pay-
ment of fines, $1,585 owed

Chandler, Talen Grant, 34, 
Horatio, $270 BF, over-width

Gosnell, Stanley, Jr., 52, 
Nashville, guilty of posses-

sion of controlled substance, 
fined $1,075 and license sus-
pended for six months

Lopez, Jose, 35, Nashville, 
$195 BF, no driver’s license/
expired license; $195 BF, fail-
ure to appear

Lorenzo Rivera, Richard 
A., 38, Carlsbad, N.M., $240 
BF, speeding; $245 BF, failure 
to appear

Mays, Nickie A., 44, Nash-
ville, guilty of non-payment 
of fines, $5,246 owed, com-
mitted to jail-suspended 
conditions

Pryor, Dariyona R., 19, 
Nashville, $195 BF, no driv-
er’s license/expired license

Sanders, Almen D., 38, 
Nashville, guilty of first-de-
gree criminal mischief, fined 
$100 plus $3,430 restitution

Seavers, Debra A., 58, 
Nashville, guilty of no proof 
of liability insurance, fined 
$150

Shields, Reginald Kentral, 
27, Nashville, guilty of no 
proof of liability insurance, 
fined $345; guilty of no seat 
belt, fined $70; guilty of 
failure to appear, fined $245; 
guilty of no proof of liability 
insurance, fined $345; guilty 
of possession of controlled 
substance, fined $1,075 and 
license suspended for six 
months

Shorter, George R., 56, 
Nashville, $195 BF, expired 
vehicle tags/no tags; $345 
BF, no proof of liability insur-
ance; $45 BF, no seat belt

Speech, Kaquanta, 53, 
Foreman, guilty of non-
payment of fines, $755 owed

Thornton, Christopher 

D., 19, Saratoga, guilty of 
minor in possession/con-
sumption, fined $220 and 
ordered to complete alcohol 
educational course; guilty 
of possession of controlled 
substance, fined $1,075 and 
license suspended for six 
months

Wiley, Warren M., 45, 
Nashville, guilty of driving 
on suspended or revoked 
license, fined $445

City of Dierks
Bruce, Christopher D., 

46, Newhope, $45 BF, no 
seat belt

Horton, Alexas, 29, Little 
Rock, guilty of driving on 
suspended or revoked li-
cense, fined $445; guilty of 
no proof of liability insur-
ance, fined $345

Kesterson, Tiffany D., 36, 
Dierks, $195 BF, no child 
restraint; $245 BF, failure to 
appear

Pollard, Bruce G. Sr., 60, 
Lockesburg, $270 BF, failure 
to maintain/repair/access

West, Robert Wayne, 68, 
Maypearl, Texas, $270 BF, 
overwrite

City of Mineral Springs
Batson, Harry L., 76, 

Mineral Springs, guilty of 
DWI #2, fined $1,660, sen-
tenced to seven days in jail, 
license suspended and must 
complete DWI educational 
course

Sanders, Almen D., 38, 
Nashville, guilty of driving 
on suspended or revoked 
license, fined $345; guilty of 
failure to appear, fined $285

Howard County District Court

News-Leader photo/JOHN BALCH
BACK TO THE TOP. Workers returned last week to 
cap off the work on a cell tower located alongside the 
water tower near Fourth Street in Nashville.

A “Give The Spice Of Life” blood drive will be held in 
Murfreesboro on Friday, June 13.

The drive will be a part of the Pike County 4-H Health 
Fair from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

The Pike County Extension offices are located at 100 
Court Street, Suite A.

If a interested party wanted to schedule their blood do-
nation for a specific time, visit donor.lifeshare.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/281364.

There will be a community drop-in tribute to Scrapper 
legacies on Saturday, June 14 at the New Light CME, located 
to 1301 S. Mill, Nashville.

The event will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and will 
honor Rev. Willie Benson, Maurice Johnson, Jamie Erby 
and La’Michael Pettway.

The public is invited.

Juneteenth Celebrations Saturday
Mineral Springs

Juneteenth in the Park
11:00

Schaal Community
Freedom Day Celebration
Theme: Black Men Unite

Blood drive this Friday
at Pike County Health Fair

Community tribute June 14
for Scrapper legacies



Delight
Methodist Church

E. Antioch Street • Delight

Morning Services - 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting  - Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Jim Henderson, Pastor

First Christian 
Church

500 N. Main • Nashville
(Corner of Main & Bishop)

845-3241
Sunday Bible School - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Minister: Jim Pinson

Futrell Marine
Hwy. 371 
Nashville

(870) 845-3122

woods & 
woods

public accountant, pa Ltd.
118 N. Main - Nashville - 845-4422

Jason Lenderman, CPA

Lockesburg First 
United Methodist 

Church ~ 11:00 a.m.
& Mt. Carmel United
Methodist Church

12:15 p.m.
Tommy Halsell, Pastor

Everyone is always welcome!

You are invited to worship with us at...
Center Point 
Missionary

Baptist Church
211 Church St. • Center Point

Pastor: Jaron Tipton
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service 5:00 p.m.

HOLLY CREEK
Missionary Baptist Church
705 Main St. • Dierks • 286-2010

Sun. School 10:00 a.m.
Sun. Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sun. Evening 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday WOW 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Pastor: Bro. Brian Finn

Radio Program: 9:45 Sunday Morning • B99.5 FM
Visit us at: www.hollycreekmbc.net

Come worship with us!

First Church of God
Community Oriented & Christ Centered

946 MLK, Hwy 355, Tollette, AR

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11:00 a.m. • Youth 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday evening service 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Charles Green, Pastor

-- Non-Denomination --

New Life in Jesus
Christ Church

913 South Main St. • Nashville, AR
Sunday Morning Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastors: Lankford & Mary Alice Moore

EBENEZER UMC
318 West Dodson • Nashville

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Scott Memorial 

(Paraloma Community)
First & Third Sundays Monthly

Sunday Worship 9:15 a.m.
Pastor: Ellis Ray Floyd

Immanuel Baptist 
Church

Immanuel St. • Nashville • 845-3414
www.myimmanuel.com
Pastor: Paul Herndon

Sunday: Sunday School - 9:55 a.m.
Worship (KMTB-fm) - 10:55 a.m.

Worship - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: GROW - 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Youth - 5:30 p.m. Pastor Don Jones

First Baptist Church
415 N. Main • Nashville
Come Worship With Us!

Sunday school 9 a.m.
Morning worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.

Evening worship 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Kevin Sartin

HOLY MASS
St. Martin’s Catholic Church

1011 W. Leslie •Nashville
Sunday (Eng.) - 9 a.m.
Sunday (Esp.) - 11 a.m.
Wednesday - 6 p.m.
Thursday - 8 a.m.

1st Friday - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday (Esp.) - 6:30 p.m.

Fr. Salvador Vega, Pastor
Welcome • Bienvenidos

Attend Church This Sunday!

Mineral Springs 
Church of 

Christ
318 Bridgeman Dr. • Mineral Springs

870-287-5652

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Service: 6:00 p.m.

First United 
Methodist 

Church
1403 W. Sunset St.  • Nashville

870-845-3030
nashvillefumc.org
Pastor: Pam Estes

Sunday school 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:50 a.m.

Facebook Live or listen to 105.5 FM

To Advertise 
your Church or 

Business 
Call Tracy

at 870-845-0600
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By Angie Freel
Howard County Family
& Consumer Science
Peach season is here! 

Peaches are a classic sign 
of summer, and many love 
the sweet, juicy flesh found 
inside. Folks around here are 
no strangers to peaches, but I 
was surprised about the rich 
history and versatility the 
delicate fruit offers. 

Peaches originated in 
China where they were con-
sidered a source of longevity 
and good luck. Christopher 
Columbus was probably 
the person responsible for 
bringing peaches to Amer-
ica on his second or third 
voyage. Then settlers and 
Native Americans spread 
peaches to many regions in 
the US that would support 
the growth of the fruit. 

The scientific name for 
the peach, Prunus persica, 
literally means “Persian 
plum,” and the Romans 
called the peach a “Persian 
apple.” The French trans-
lated that name to “pêche,” 
which ultimately led to the 
English name for the peach 
today.

You’ll find the tastiest 
peaches at local farmers 
markets, roadside stands 
and u-pick farms until Au-
gust. If you buy from a mar-
ket or stand, they were likely 
picked the day before.

Supermarket peaches 
may not be as appetizing, be-
cause they are often picked 
before they are fully ripened 
and shipped to the store. If 
you buy peaches that are 

too firm, let them sit out 
on the counter in a brown 
paper bag until they are soft 
and have a sweet fragrance. 
Peaches should not be re-
frigerated before they are 
ripened because this could 
cause them to lose flavor and 
have a mealy texture. Avoid 
green peaches because they 
will not turn sweet even if 
their skin changes color. 

Once you have chosen 
the type of peach, look for 
a yellow or creamy color. 
The amount of “blush” on 
the skin is representative 
of the variety, not ripeness. 
Peaches are delicate, so han-
dle them carefully. The fuzz 
on a peach’s skin, known 
as trichomes, helps protect 
the fruit from pests, insects, 
and even sun damage. This 
protective layer helps ensure 
the fruit develops properly 
and resists premature rot. 

Peaches are classified as 
clingstone or freestone. In 
clingstones, the flesh ad-
heres tightly, or “clings” to 
the pit and are more suitable 
for processing and preserv-
ing into jams, jellies and 
preserves because they bet-
ter retain flavor and soft 
texture during processing. 
Freestone peaches easily 
separate from the pit or eas-
ily become “free,” and many 
people eat them fresh, or 
they can easily be frozen or 
dried. 

One large peach has only 
68 calories, 17 grams of car-
bohydrates, 3 dietary fiber 
and 2 grams protein. They 
are fat free, cholesterol free, 

sodium free, and a good 
source of vitamins A and C.

Here is a recipe that I 
know you will enjoy us-
ing fresh peaches! Special 
thanks to Carla Due and Ex-
tension publication FCS502 
(Arkansas Fresh Peaches).

Fresh Peach Salsa
3 1/2 cups of diced 

peeled peaches (about 2 
1/2 pounds) 

1/4 cup diced red onion 
2 tablespoons finely 

chopped fresh cilantro 
1 tablespoon minced 

seeded jalapeño pepper 
1 tablespoon white vin-

egar 
1 teaspoon lemon juice 
1 garlic clove, minced 
Combine all ingredients 

in a bowl and stir well. 
Cover and chill. Serve with 
tortilla chips, pork, chicken 
or fish. 

Serves 14. Serving size: 
1/4 cup Calories: 22 Carbo-
hydrate: 6 g Protein: 0 g Fi-
ber: 1 g Fat: 0 g Cholesterol: 
0 mg Sodium: 1 mg.

The University of Ar-
kansas System Division of 
Agriculture’s mission is 
to strengthen agriculture, 
communities, and families 
by connecting trusted re-
search to the adoption of 
best practices. Through the 
Agricultural Experiment 
Station and the Cooperative 
Extension Service, the Divi-
sion of Agriculture conducts 
research and extension work 
within the nation’s historic 
land grant education sys-
tem. 

The Division of Agri-

culture is one of 20 entities 
within the University of 
Arkansas System. It has 
offices in all 75 counties in 
Arkansas and faculty on 
three campuses. 

Pursuant to 7 CFR § 15.3, 

the University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agricul-
ture offers all its Extension 
and Research programs and 
services (including employ-
ment) without regard to 
race, color, sex, national ori-

gin, religion, age, disability, 
marital or veteran status, 
genetic information, sexual 
preference, pregnancy or 
any other legally protected 
status, and is an equal op-
portunity institution.

Home&Heart
Ahhh, Peaches!
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The public is invited to an all-day singing on June 15 at 
the Milford Union Church which is located near Lockes-
burg.

The singing will begin at 10:30 a.m. followed by a potluck 

lunch at noon. Singing will resume after the lunch.
The church is located southeast of Lockesburg off High-

way 317 at Milford Road.
For more information call Frankie Slaton at 870-784-6272.

As part of Avery Chapel’s 170th year observance, the 
chapel will celebrate its annual “Fourth Sunday in June” 
homecoming on Sunday, June 22.

Services will begin at 11 a.m. with Gerald Moses bring-
ing the message. A potluck meal will follow in the church’s 
new fellowship hall. The public is invited.

Avery’s Chapel to celebrate annual ‘Fourth Sunday’
in June as part of 170th year observance

Public invited to Milford Union Church all-day
singing on June 15 near Lockesburg

Thank You for Reading & Supporting
Your Hometown Newspaper!
The Nashville News-Leader

Got a Local Story
or Photo Idea?

Contact
The Nashville News-Leader!

870-845-0600

Dierks Pee Wee Lady Outlaw Summer Basketball Camp
All participants received a free basketball at the end of the camp.

BIG HIGH-FIVES
between third-graders Sade Manasco

and Stevie Simmons.

3-ON-3 CHAMPS
Emily Carver, McKenna Icenhower

and Scarlett Allen

SHOT WORK
Emma Manasco works on her shooting

All Photos by Nikki Fields Images & Designs



PUBLIC NOTICE

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

M I N I   S TO R A G E  in  
Murfreesboro. 870-
845-6304. (gs:4-tf)
--------------------------------------
A l c o h o l i c s 
Anonymous meets 
at 202 W. Howard St. 
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8 to 
9 p.m. Elizabeth 870-
949-5833, Warren 870-
557-0446,  Chad 430-
200-7150.
--------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

swarkansasnews.com

Nashville 
News-Leader 

Classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY, 

ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION  
IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF 
CASHLYNN DAVIS  	                   Case No.: 31PR-24-29-I
TO:         TANYA DAVIS
               Aka Tanya Daffern
               Aka Tanya McCord

NOTICE OF THE FILING OF AN ADOPTION 
PETITION 

AND NOTICE OF HEARING  
   You are hereby notified that Petitioner, Rosa Darlene 
Dixon filed a Petition for Adoption of the above-named 
minor. You are further notified that a HEARING is set 
in this case for June 18, 2025, at 9:00 am. with Judge 
Tom Cooper. The Petition for Adoption filed is a formal 
request for legal action to seek the adoption of the above-
listed child and thus termination of your rights. The 
hearing will be held in the Howard County Circuit Court, 
Second Floor Courtroom, located at 421 North Main St. 
Nashville, Arkansas, 71852. 
   If you object to the Petition of Adoption, you should 
file a written response with the Clerk of Howard County, 
Arkansas. If you fail to appear at the hearing, a Judge 
may enter orders or decrees which terminate your rights 
to the child referenced above.
/s/: Tisha L. Martin
TISHA L. MARTIN, ABN 2018105 
Post Office Box 1066, 
Nashville, AR 71852 
(870) 455-8961 – Telephone 
(870) 455-0045 – Facsimile		
(TM: 48 - 51)						    

FOR RENT
Small furnished apartment 
for rent in Nashville. 870-557-
7868. (pd: 50, 51)
--------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
BENNIE JOE MCINTOSH, DECEASED	 NO. 31PR-25-30

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF ADMINISTRATOR
 AND FILING OF CLAIMS

Last known address of decedent:  312 Nutt Road, Mineral 
Springs, AR 71851
Date of death:  June 2, 2024

The undersigned, Jaise McIntosh, was appointed admin-
istrator of the estate of the above-named decedent on the 
16th day of May, 2025.

All persons having claims against the estate must exhibit 
them, duly verified, to the undersigned within six months 
from the date of the first publication of this notice, or they 
shall be forever barred and precluded from any benefit in 
the estate.

This notice first published this 4th day of June, 2025.
Jaise McIntosh, Administrator

BY:	 Victor Martin, ABN 2018116			 
Attorney at Law
420 N. Main, Suite One
P. O. Box 922
Nashville, AR 71852
(870) 845-5256 phone
(870) 845-5899 fax
(VM: 50, 51)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
GERALD L LITTLEFIELD, DECEASED	 NO. 31PR-25-23
Last known address: 3678 Highway 371 W, Nashville, AR 
71852
Date of death:  February 2, 2021

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT ADMINISTRATOR
All persons having claims against the estate must ex-

hibit them, duly verified, to the undersigned within six (6) 
months from the date of the first publication of this notice, 
or they shall be forever barred and precluded from any 
benefit in the estate.

This notice first published this 4th day of June, 2025.
Administrator, Charles Littlefield
332 County Line Road N
Nashville, AR 71852
870-557-2408

(pd. 50, 51)
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2014 GMC SAVANA 
VIN#1GD374CG3E1910442
2010 NISSAN ALTIMA
VIN#1N4AL2AP2AN447944
2017 KIA SOUL
VIN#KNDJN2A22H7466890
ARE BEING HELD AT BYPASS DIESEL & WRECKER 
SERVICE, INC. 9224 HWY 278 WEST NASHVILLE, 
AR 71852, 870-845-1597, DUE TO ABANDONMENT. 
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC SALE 
UNLESS CLAIMED WITHIN 10 DAYS. FAILURE TO 
RECLAIM VEHICLES WAVES ALL RIGHTS, TITLE, 
& INTEREST IN ABOVE VEHICLES. VEHICLES MAY 
BE RECLAIMED DURING BUSINESS HOURS BY 
PROVIDING OWNERSHIP, AND BY PAYING ALL 
CHARGES AGAINST VEHICLES. 
(BD: 51)

HOT SPRINGS — The 
Arkansas School for Math-
ematics, Sciences, and the 
Arts held its 31st annual 
Commencement celebrat-
ing the graduation of the 
Class of 2025 at the Oaklawn 
Event Center on Saturday, 
May 17.

A coed from Mineral 
Springs was chosen as 
one of the commencement 
speakers.

The ceremony honored 
95 graduates from 36 coun-
ties. The graduates earned 
$25.2 million in scholarship 
offers, pushing the overall 
total to $353.7 million over 
the school’s history.

Giuseppe “Seppy” Basili, 
the executive director of the 
Jack Kent Cooke Founda-
tion, served as Commence-
ment speaker. Karilynn 

Arellano of Mineral Springs 
and Hailey Judkins of Ben-
ton, both members of the 
Class of 2025, were student 
speakers.

Arellano spoke to her 
classmates about the chal-
lenges they have faced dur-
ing their time at ASMSA, 
acknowledging that it isn’t 
just the good times that de-
fine them as people. When 
she first arrived at ASMSA, 
Arellano thought she had a 
future career in engineering 
planned, but she began to 
question that after taking 
calculus. The class never 
clicked for her as she had 
hoped.

“And then the thoughts 
came: What if this one 
class ruins everything I’ve 
worked so hard for? I was 
scared that one bad grade 

meant I didn’t deserve the 
future I dreamed of,” she 
said.

But the challenges of the 
class and her ASMSA ex-
perience helped her realize 
something — the desire 
to be a pilot. “Coming to 
ASMSA made me realize 
that I shouldn’t give up on 
my passion just because it’s 
different from what I origi-
nally planned,” Arellano 
said, adding that while she 
may not have made it into 
her initial dream school that 
she still planned to study 
engineering while pursuing 
a career in aviation.

Area grads included:
Howard County -- Kari-

lynn Arellano of Mineral 
Springs, Berto Garcia Jr. of 
Nashville, Katherine Quin-
tanilla of Nashville.

Locals graduate from Arkansas School 
for Mathematics, Sciences and the Arts
Mineral Springs student honored as guest speaker

A Glenwood man has 
been charged in Pike Coun-
ty after an intoxicated inci-
dent on the river last month 
when he allegedly punched 
the local police chief.

Kevin Taylor, 39, was 
charged with second-degree 
battery Monday involving 
a May 13 incident where 
the Glenwood Police De-
partment was called to the 
Highway 8 bridge over the 
Caddo River about two 
males who were intoxicated 
and causing a disturbance.

When an officer arrived, 
he located one male lying 
face down in the river and 
the other male attempting 
to drag him out. One of the 
males involved, later identi-

fied as Caleb Cates, fled the 
scene toward Elm Street. 
The officer reported Cates 
was “highly intoxicated” 
and stated his friend, Kevin 
Taylor, needed help under 
the bridge.

Taylor was also “highly 
intoxicated” when he was 
located and was trying to 
fight his friend.

When Glenwood Police 
Chief Greg Harmon arrived 
to de-escalate the situation, 
Taylor allegedly punched 
the chief.

With the help of two of-
ficers and a first-responder, 
Taylor was placed in hand-
cuffs. Harmon was slightly 
injured in the ruckus includ-
ing bruised ribs.

After an evaluation by 
an ambulance crew, Taylor 
was transported to the Pike 
County jail. Taylor has yet to 
have a court date.

On June 5, Robert Glen 
Wells, 37, of Mena, was 
charged in Pike County with 
felony forgery.

According to case infor-
mation, Wells is accused of 
passing counterfeit money, 
all with the exact same fake 
serial numbers, at the John 
Plyler Home Center, and 
possibly other places in Polk 
County.

Surveillance video led the 
Glenwood Police Depart-
ment to Wells.

Wells had yet to have a 
court date.

Glenwood man facing charges 
after punching police chief

If you’re looking for a 
place to hunt white-tailed 
deer this fall in Arkansas, 
don’t miss the opportu-
nity to apply for one of the 
Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission’s permit-based 
deer hunts on a wildlife 
management area near you.

Applications for these 
draw hunt opportunities are 
available from 8 a.m. June 
1-11:59 p.m. July 1 at www.
agfc.com.

Permit applications are 

available for $5 per appli-
cation type. If successful, 
applicants receive their per-
mit without additional fees. 
Each hunter may submit 
one application for each 
type of permit hunt: youth 
hunt, archery, alternative 
firearms (formerly muzzle-
loader) and modern gun. 
Mobility-impaired indi-
viduals also may apply for 
special mobility-impaired 
hunts through the permit 
system.

Hunters must be at least 
6 years old by the beginning 
of the hunt, and hunters ap-
plying for youth hunts must 
be at least 6, but no older 
than 15, the day the hunt 
begins. To apply for a youth 
hunt, the youth hunter must 
be logged in under his or 
her own Customer ID in 
the licensing system. Youth 
hunts do not appear as 
an option to choose in the 
licensing system for any 
hunters older than 16.

Apply for a WMA deer
permit hunt by July 1

MJHS CHEER BRINGS HOME FIRST PLACE. The Murfreesboro Junior High School 
cheerleaders recently brought home a first-place trophy from Junior High Game Day 
Cheer. The team also received the following awards: Technical Excellence in Jam 
Stunts, and Stay SAFE award for stunts along with eight members being nominated 
for All-American. Lainey Beene and Addy Silva were selected for the honor. Silva also 
won the Top Gun Dance event and the team had an overall Superior Rating on all mate-
rial. Team members include (front) Jacee Chaney, Lainey Beene, Kaydee Kuykendall, 
Amaya Zacarias, Abby Howard; (back) Larsyn Tidwell, Carsyn Ballard, Kyndahl Posey, 
Addy Silva, Alyx Clark, Graisyn Roberts, Madi Drapper, Kailani Cox and Ava Harr.
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LENDING A HAND TO PAWS. The Senior Adult Center in Murfreesboro has made donations to PAWS in Glen-
wood to help care for the many animals that were confiscated in an abuse case from Montgomery County that 
was detailed in last week’s newspaper. Some of the center’s senior members carried such items as cat and dog 
food, paper towels, bleach, towels, bowls, gloves, wormer, puppy pads, scrub pads, dishwashing liquid, laundry 
detergent, sheets, collars, flea spray and monetary donations given on behalf of the senior center participants. 
Pictured with a donated load of items are (from left) Marlene Steen, Mary Hill and Debbie Whisenhunt.

The Honor Roll and Merit List for the fourth nine-weeks 
grade period has been announced for the Nashville Primary 
School.

First Grade
Paige Brown’s class:
All A -- Bryson Hill, Brandon Holmes, Madeline Mendez, 

Clay Sullivan, Kambryn Womack.
All A&B -- Michael Barker, JaLyric Gulley, Hayes Haskin, 

Lorenzo Hines, Kenslie Reed, Juilette Sullivan, Evie Friend, 
Asher Gray.

Kali Daniel’s Class:
All A - Alexander Cardona, Kade Linhoff.
All A&B -- Evelyn Fue, Kanden Keels, Maxton McCauley, 

Eli Pham, Isaiah Teresa, Winter Wallace, Trenton Smith, 
Aubrie Simmons.

Amanda Puryear’s class:
All A -- Ethan Hale, Samuel Hernandez, Veronica Her-

nandez, Kacen Holliman, Melany Hughes, Chloe Jefferson, 
Hudson Mote, Teagan Sanders , Madani Valente.

All A&B --Graham Askew, Cason Lockhart, Alan Rodri-
guez, Anna Troutt, Royce Wade.

Emily Venable’s class:
All A -- Andrea Castro, Taiya Hall, Madelyn Teague.
All A&B -- Grant Boyce, Evan Chandler, Jasper Newton, 

Malakai Perez, Sydney (Blake) Robins.
Kelsey Westfall’s class:
All A -- Javier Bearden, Ethan Darling, Daleyza Fraire, 

Faithlyn Harris, Ariana Hunter, Jehsey Jones, A’Jiah Miller, 
Naomi Sanchez, Jameson Shaver, Tripp Troutt

All A&B -- Kutter Clay, Amari Fultcher, Charles Harris.
Jewell Worthington’s class:
All A -- Melody Capetillo, Noemi Escamilla, Morgan 

Gills, Ayden Moore, Aubrey Smith, Lillian Smith, August 
Williamson, Mason Willingham.

All A&B -- Mason Clay, Bishop Green, Matthew 
Hawkins, River Hugg, Lailah Moore, 

Leonidas McGhee, Ava William.
Samantha Young’s class:
All A -- Baylor Casper, Khylie Jones, Cataleya Marshall, 

Savannah McEly, Jaxon Morrow, Jayden Patel.
All A&B -- Enrique Alonso, Khyrie Jones, Jenna Watson.
Second Grade
Karen Allen’s class:
All A -- Baylor Brasel, Kennedy Ginda, Kiptin Horn, 

Kelsyn Scrivner.
All A&B -- Maeslyn Berruquin, Jordan Harberson, Emma 

Jacques, Francisco Pizzaro, Harley Sharp, Hunter Sunder-
man, Nathan Topor, Brody Backus.

Kayla Coulter’s class:
All A -- Blake Benson, Eleanor Pierce, Lathen Watts.
All A&B -- KeShun Davis, Jostin Garci, Daleyza Gomez, 

Adalynn Langston, Mayson Moore, Avery Myers, Zoe 
Nunez, Karson Rosenbaum.

Dana Darling’s class:
All A -- Haven Goodwin, Drake McAdams, Oakleigh 

Pedron, Olivia Poulton.
All A&B -- Eric Banks, Isaac Bean, JoAnna Ellison, Alex 

Fraga Hernandez, Hugo Hernandez, Jeremiah Hibberd, 
Jaylynna Rather, Jazlyn Sanchez, Lelan Staggers.

Kaitlyn Hanney’s class:
All A -- Adalynn Ackley, Brett Chesshir, Abreanna Cox, 

Mateo Dukes-Hernandez, Aiyden Farris, Lilly Flowers, 
Tyree Gulley, Sarai Hernandez, Joshua Land, Braxton Lewi, 

Rubens Martinez, Amelia McKinnon, Mateo Medina, Joa-
quin Padilla, Gavin Roberts, Landon Ros, Bryson Seavers, 
Sophia Simmons.

All A&B -- Francisco Pineda, Kylie Palmer, Kayleen 
Valdez.

Jennifer Hill’s class:
All A -- Laylah Green, Sophia Harris, Amelia Solorio, 

Tripp Turner, Brayden Venable, Luke Scott.
All A&B -- Connor Brackeen, Quade Dinger, DeAngelo 

Finley, Ruby Floyd, Aylan Hernandez, Mateo Pacheco, 
Diego Sanchez, Addy Wilson.

Becky Horne’s class:
All A -- Audrey Gunter, Liam Paz, Millie Petty, Mateo 

Ruiz-Cabrera.
All A&B -- Josias Betancourt, Ari Briggs, Kyleck Dansby, 

Jack Griffin, Lucas Lingo, Victoria Murillo, Wyatt Roberts, 
Fisher Westfall, Rhodey White.

Brittany Moore’s class:
All A -- Kora Bagley, Phuong Dinh, Rayner Johnson, 

Ryan Jones, Oaklyn Self.
All A&B --  Kyla Benson, Justice Brown, Galo Salazar, 

Hope Castle, Nova Mitchell, Januel Cervantes, Caeli Zara-
goza, Miriam Dowdy, Jaxon Hopson.

Third Grade
Julie Backus’s class:
All A -- Madeline Britt, Gunner Gills, Julianne Mishler, 

Behrett Pinegar, Gracie Singleton, Kolton Springer.
All A&B -- Jayla Atkins, Danara Cruz, Brayson Cupples, 

Isabelle Grant, Alondra Landa, Brandon Pacheco, Sawyer 
Young.

Jami Branch’s class:
All A -- Marlee Hanson, Anson Howard, Dax Troutt.
All A&B -- Easton Adams, Lia Gracia, Niomi Heard, 

Gunner Kinkade, Victor Mendoza, Natalea Paulino, Darcey 
Reed, Oliver Rios, Levi Stout.

Haley Davis’ class:
All A -- Kenadi Harberson, Leah Jefferson, Corbyn Jor-

dan, Isabella Kessler, Reed Kilgore, Liara Marshall, Karsyn 
Shroader, Rex Simmons, Rylee Smith, Kora Westfall.

All A&B -- Adamari Bustamante, Winter Finley, Shrone 
Hawthorne, Elidia Leyva, Valeria Ruiz Cabrera.

Tessa Gills’ class:
All A --  Presley Bennett, Aamir Christopher, Elijah Hib-

berd, Ruger Johnson, Jagger King, David Pioquinto, Marley 
Robbins, Colton Stout, Aice Barker, Remi Whisenhunt.

All A&B -- A’Laisha Cheatom, Makenna Hoover, Ethan 
Marr, Tessa Smelser.

Heather Harmon’s class:
All A -- Emmy Askew, Kirby Jackson, Sofia Mercado, 

Lily Witherspoon.
All A&B -- Raul Damien, Mason Gordon, Major Juarez, 

Montana Richardson, Bin Walston.
Jennifer Johnson’s class:
All A -- Kaelyn Chandler, Manuel Garate, Malachi 

Hickey, McKenna Lacie, Bentley Osborn, Ava Rucker.
All A&B -- Avery Allmon, Levi Ericksen, Dewayne 

Green, Rem Howard, Andre Newton, Alex Pa:
Tandi Ray’s class:
All A -- Linnemy Delarosa, Olivia Gregory, Melody 

Hawkins, Drake Jones, Paisley Morris, Paige Vaught.
All A&B -- Jayden Cody, Javier Navarrete, Colt Thornton, 

Garrett Welch.
Virginia Schwope’s class:
All A -- Caiden Bethel, Lola Dean, TuanKiet Dinh, Mason 

Hignight, Esynce Hopkins, Matthew Longtin, Jackie Mat-
thews, Adalyn Moore, Taylor Spoo, Mylie Winton.

Nashville Primary School

Honor Roll/Merit List
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Nashville teachers with a three-year average student growth rate of 80 percent or 
higher on state-mandated tests were recognized at a recent school board meet-
ing. The group includes Joanna Howard, Kathryn Hughes, Sydney Howard, Aman-
da Brown, Tabitha Jones, Lindsey Moore, Ashton Conrad, Mindy Brinkman, Ginny 
Schwope, Heather Harmon, Kynnedi Parnell, Jennifer Johnson, Valerie Gillaspy, Su-
perintendent Doug Graham and Jason Newton. 

Superintendent Doug Graham joins teachers with district-wide highest individual 
growth scores in 2024. The group includes Mindy Brinkman, Ashton Conrad, Ginny 
Schwope, Karlie Worley, Tabitha Jones and Graham.

Teachers with 80 percent or higher student growth in 2024 include Deidra Murphy, 
Viviana Bustamante, Ashley Simmons, Becky Fortenberry, Nicole Ray and Superin-
tendent Doug Graham.

Courtesy photos
Nashville Junior Orange was the state runner-up at the Arkansas Youth Shooting 
Sports Tournament. The group includes Coach Ashley Hale, Rhett Young, Jacob 
Hale, Ace McKinnon, Ethan Hamilton, Tyler Castleman and Nick Adams from Grand-
view.

The Nashville senior trap team was 32nd at state. The group includes Carter Ewing, 
Will McGough, Caney White, Brady Dixon and Creed Foster. 

Shooting sports team members were recognized at a banquet last week. Coach 
Ashley Hale presented Straights on the Season Awards to Corban Perez, 25; Taylor 
Bush, 25; Zac Hester, 25; Tyler Castleman, 25 & 50; Ace McKinnon, 50; and Jacob 
Hale (50). Not pictured: Landen Arbuthnott, 50 & 75.

Coach Ashley Hale presents the 2025 
Top Shot Female Award to Emily Wescott 
during the team banquet.

Hayden Harrison (right) receives the 
Newcomer of the Year Award from Coach 
Ashley Hale.
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Area football teams

Football players at Dierks, Mineral 
Springs, Nashville and Murfreesboro  
have completed spring practice 
and are settling in to their summer 
schedules. Activities for most will 
include workouts, team camps and 
7-on-7 competition. Fall camp will 
begin Aug. 4, with benefit games 
between Aug. 17 and Aug. 30. Zero 
Week will be Aug. 25-29, with many 
teams across the state playing their 
season openers.
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