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4-H looks to help
eliminate summer
hunger for local kids

MURFREESBORO -- Pike County 4-H is
conducting a summer cereal drive to help fight
summer hunger.

“The drive provides non-perishable break-
fast items that are kid-friendly for children and
families in Pike County who would otherwise
go without the most important meal of the day
-- breakfast,” said Pike County 4-H assistant
Shannon Ballard.

The items being requested are:

¢ Cereal

¢ Oatmeal

* Toaster Pastries

* Granola Bars

Drop off sites for the items are at the Bainum
Library and Learning Center in Glenwood and
the Pike County Extension Office in Murfrees-
boro.

The program will run from June 1 to July 31.

Local athletes compete at
state Meet of Champions

SEARCY -- At the season ending Meet of
Champions in Searcy on May 14, Murfreesboro
was represented by several athletes. The Meet
of Champions is collected group of athletes
that finished at the top of their individual class
track meets.

* Ma’Shaylia Morris finished eighth in in the
200 meter dash with a time of 27.26.

* Macy Gills was eighth in the 400 meter
dash with a time of 1:05.51.

¢ The 4x200 meter relay team was twelfth in
their race with a time of 1:50.96.

Other local schools were represented at the
meet, including:

MINERAL SPRINGS

Jakayla Walker, eighth place 100 meter hur-
dles, 15.72

4x100 girl’s relay team, ninth place, 51.54

Jericho Gamble, tenth place discus, 149'0”;
ninth place shot put 502.5”

DIERKS

Milee Harrison, tenth place 300 meter hur-
dles, 49.76

NASHVILLE

Roochie Wiley, third place 200 meter dash,
22.16; third place 400 meter dash, 50.22

CENTERPOINT

Alyssa Spurlin, twelfth place discus, 90'11”

CADDO HILLS

Cameron Sliger, ninth place 300 meter hur-
dles, 43.82; tenth place pole vault, 13'6”

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOS

4-H announces project
to dispose of old flags

MURFREESBORO -- Several Pike County
4-H students are conducting a project to prop-
erly dispose of old American flags.

Flags may be dropped off at the Pike County
Courthouse in Murfreesboro.

Submit Your Local

News to the Diamond!
mdiamond @windstream.net
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HONORING THOSE WHO SACRIFICED ALL ... Bob Williams, Pike County Veterans Service Officer, headlined the Memorial Day ceremony
in Murfreesboro on Monday. Unlike normal circumstances, the event was held at the Murfreesboro Municipal Building instead of the Veterans
Memorial at the Pike County Courthouse due to the inclement weather.
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Nursing home building, property to be sold at auction

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro
Nursing Center building and the real state it
sits on will be sold to the highest bidder next
month on the steps of the Pike County Court-
house, according to a public notice of a com-
missioner’s sale that appears in this issue of the
Diamond on page 6.

The commissioner’s sale is scheduled for
June 24 at 10 a.m.

The sale stems from a mortgage foreclosure
complaint filed Nov. 25, 2024 by Chambers
Bank against the nursing center, described as

a “limited liability company,” Reliant Manage-
ment Group, LLC, State of Arkansas Depart-
ment of Workforce Services and Internal Rev-
enue Service.

The lawsuit states that Murfreesboro Nurs-
ing Center executed and delivered to Cham-
bers Bank it’s promissory note in the principal
sum of $1,384,048.65, payable in semi-monthly
payments beginning, Feb. 5, 2009. The terms of
the note were adjusted 12 times with the last
change being July 2019.

“The defendant, Murfreesboro Nursing Cen-

ter has failed to make the payments as provid-
ed by the terms” set forth in the agreement with
Chambers Bank. As of October 2024, there was
a balance due of $575,548 in principal, $16,307
in accrued interest and late charges and fees of
$59,140 and daily accrual of $135.

A foreclosure was granted to Chambers Bank
on April 21.

The public notice was filed by Pike County
Circuit Clerk Sabrina Williams, commissioner
of sale.
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Pike County Archives and History Society makes donation
to aid in preservation of Historic Rosenwald School

PIKE COUNTY -- The historic Rosenwald
School in Antoine, Arkansas, a cherished land-
mark of the National Register of Historic Plac-
es, received a significant boost in its restoration
efforts today as the Pike County Archives and
History Society donated a $500 check to aid in
its preservation.

The donation was presented during a fund-
raising event dedicated to saving the 1938-built
school, which was originally constructed with
funds from the United States Department of the
Interior National Park Service. The Rosenwald
Preservation Committee, composed of Fadie
Gentry, James Aaron Meeks, and Sally Wil-
liams, has tirelessly worked to secure resources
for much-needed repairs. Monies are urgently
needed to replace the roof, remove hazardous
lead paint, repaint, and update the bathrooms.

To further raise funds and awareness, the
Pleasant Hill Quilters from Texas delivered an
inspiring presentation on the Underground
Railroad Quilt Code, captivating attendees
with historical insights and the artistry of quilt-
ing. Their participation added a meaningful
connection to the event, highlighting the role
of quilting in African American history and re-
silience.

The Rosenwald School continues to serve
the local community, hosting family reunions,
weddings, and gatherings that bring people
together in celebration of history and heritage.
Despite three years of unsuccessful attempts to
secure grants, the committee remains steadfast
in its mission. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organi-
zation, all donations to the restoration efforts
are tax-deductible, and supports are encour-
aged to contribute to preserving this vital piece
of history.

With the backing of generous donors and the
dedication of local advocates, the Rosenwald
School stands as a testament to the importance
of protecting cultural and historical landmarks
for future generations.

For more information on how to support the
restoration efforts, interested donors can con-
tact the Rosenwald Preservation Committee or
the Pike County Archives & History Society at
870-285-9157.

DONATION TO HISTORIC EFFORT ... Darlene Watson, Fadie Gentry, Charlotte McCauley,
and Sally Williams are pictured above following the Pike County Archives and History Society’s
$500 donation to the Rosenwald School in Antoine for further renovation.
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Couple accused of stealing $65K from family member

MUREFREESBORO -- A Pike County couple
has been charged with fraudulent use of a
credit or debit card and are accused of stealing
approximately $65,000 from one’s family mem-
ber.

Shana Nicole Pickrell, 31, of Murfreesboro,
and Andrew Pipkins, 36, of Kirby, were both
charged May 23 with one count of fraudulent
use of a credit or debit card with Pipkins also

being charged with financial identity fraud.

The charges are the result of a Pike County
investigation that began on May 8 when a
Pipkin’s family member reported that a large
amount of money had been fraudulently with-
drawn from his personal bank account and that
he suspected Pickrell and Pipkins, as both were
living at his residence at the time.

The family member had discovered unau-

thorized transactions, including several con-
nected to Pickrell's PayPal account. When
confronted by the family member, Pickrell ad-
mitted to the theft and requested two days to
return $25,000.

Overall, there were 515 disputed transac-
tions, totaling approximately $65,000.

CRIME Continued on Page 2
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During the investigation, three audio recordings of calls made
to the bank by a person fraudulently identifying himself as the
family member were reviewed. The family member later identi-
fied the voice as belonging to Pipkins.

Pipkins is currently under active supervision with the Arkan-

sas Probation and Parole Division, according to case informa-
tion.

On May 21, drug charges were filed against Brianna Vana-
uken, 42, of Glenwood. She is charged with possession of meth-
amphetamine with purpose to deliver,

Vanauken was the passenger in a vehicle involved in a traf-
fic stop by the Glenwood Police Department on April 19. Pike
County Deputy Brett Reid and K9 officer Omar conducted an

open-air check around the vehicle and alerted at the passenger
door.

Officers located a small amount of marijuana and approxi-
mately 45 grams of suspected methamphetamine, along with
distal scales and syringes.

Vanauken admitted to officers that the drugs and parapherna-
lia belonged to her.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PART- TIME JOB OPENING

The Town of Delight is now taking applications for a part-
time city worker. Duties will vary daily/weekly. Pay will
be $15/Hour

The successful applicant will be able to work independently
on various duties and must possess a valid driver’s license.
Phone calls from applicants will not be accepted. Interested
applicants are asked to bring a resume to the Delight Water
office on School Street and fill out an application in person.

This publication was paid for by the City of Delight, the amount for this
publication is $33.75 (c.od. 75w, 47,48)

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

+ Fair Cash Offer
LiZ BUgS + Quick Closing

HOUSES

+ No House Repairs
+ Simple Home Sale
+ No Realtor Fees + Convenient Closing Date

Call (866) 613-1845

THE MURFREESBORO CHEER
PROGRAM WOULD LIKE TO THANK
THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES AND

INDIVIDUALS FORTHEIR AID
WITH THE RECENT FUNDRASINING

DINNER AND AUCTION

DONATED TO CHEER CHICKEN DINNER

Tyson Foods, Inc., Diamond City Trailer, Feed Bin Cafe ,
Southern Bakeries, J&S Auto, Murfreesboro Nursing Center,
Queen of Diamonds Inn, Diamond Bank, First State Bank, Bank
of Delight, Coca Cola of Nashville, Howard Building and Sup-

ply

DONATED ITEMS FOR ONLINE AUCTION:

Branch Welding and Service Center, Branch Oil Company,
Amelia’s Picalily, Mandy Stone, Toad Thumper Bait Company,
Lilly Paige Store at Mall of Texarkana, Sunshine Acres, Diamond
City Fitness, Swaha Marina, Angel Nails, Lamb Logging, Sherry
Ivy, South Central Connect, Epperly Graphics, A Piece of Cake,
Cotton Threads Laura Mason, Henderson Graphics and Printing
(HGP), Arkansas Counseling and Psychodiagnostics (ACAP),
Off Grid Nutrition, Retro Society Salon, Microtel by Wyndham,
Queen of Diamonds Inn, Ace of Diamonds, York Gary Autoplex,
Corner Store in Nashville and 12 Disciples, Meggan Draper, ] &
S Auto Supply, Family Dollar Delight, Debbie Williams, Special
Events Bartending, Mandy Stone, Caddo Antiques, Missy Cox,
Henderson Farms, Haney’s Truck and Auto, Grace Photography
by Jill, Fish Nest Glenwood, Cross Portable Buildings, Casson-
dra Cox, Mandy Stone -- Dead Endz Salon and Spa, Hempstead
County Farmers -- Nashville Co-Op, Shannon Ballard, Terri’s
Place, Faith Harvey, Peoples Pharmacy, Futrell Marine, Tyson
Foods, Inc, Peoples Pharmacy, Unique Body Salon -- Misty Wil-
son, Stephanie and Company -- Amy Faulkner, Rejoice & Un-
wind Therapeutic Day Spa, Mary Jo Hicks, FCC Preschool, Rob-
bie Stavely, Springs of Mine Creek, Bubba Cox, Rachel Elmore
-- Drapper & Divine Salon in Hot Springs, Machel Cox, Posey
Pup Cuts, Weyerhaueuser, Tina Cakes, Nicky Sigman, Heather
Applegatte, Tannergy, Linda Gillard -- Blessed2C Bakery, Lind-
sey Richardson, Carrie Tidwell -- Impact Counseling Clinic,
NAPA Haney Auto, Gypsy Underground, Swept Away House
Cleaning -- Amber Hoover, JZ Auto Sales, Chuy Zacarias, Tel-
ingas Mexican Restaurant, Leslie Vaught, Bank of Delight, DJ
Hibberd
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PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS
CIVIL DIVISION

RYAN MCCLOSKY, JAMES MCCLOSKY,
JORDAN MCCLOSKY,

Vs.

Petitioners,
55 CV-25-24

JONATHAN RANDALL WATSON, ALL OTHER
INTERESTED PARTIES Defendants,

IN REGARD TO A PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN PIKE
COUNTY, ARKANSAS,
To wit:

All that part of the South Half of the Southwest Quarter
(S1/2 SW1/4) of Section Five (5), in Township Eight (8)
South, in Range Twenty-Four (24) West, lying Northeast of
Saline Creek, and containing 40 acres, more or less

NOTICE OF QUIET TITLE ACTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that there has been
filed in the Circuit Court of Pike County, Arkansas, a
Petition to quiet title to lands in Pike County, Arkansas,
described as follows, to wit:

All that part of the South Half of the Southwest Quarter
(S1/2 SW1/4) of Section Five (5), in Township Eight (8)
South, in Range Twenty-Four (24) West, lying Northeast of
Saline Creek, and containing 40 acres, more or less

The Defendant, and/or any and all other persons
claiming said lands or interest thereon are hereby warned to
appear in this Court within thirty (30) days from the date of
first publication of this Notice and answer said Petition and
show cause why the title to said lands should not be quieted
and confirmed as set forth by the Petitioner or be forever
barred from asserting his or her interest.

WITNESS my hand and seal as Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Pike County, Arkansas, this 15" day of May, 2025.

SABRINA WILLIAMS
CIRCUIT CLERK
OF PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS

(a.b., 266w., 46,47,48,49)
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HELPING OUT WITH EARTH DAY ... The Pike County Extension Office recently presented an “all hands on deck” approach
to the Pike County Conservation District's Earth Day educational program for county fifth graders. Pictured (above left) is UAEX
employees Codie McAlister, Eva Langley and Shannon Ballard. Also pictured was one of the event’s sponsors, Pike County Farm
Bureau, along with other sponsors First State Bank of Pike County, Bank of Delight and Diamond Bank of Murfreesboro.
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Jury finds man guilty of lesser charge

MURFREESBORO -- A Pike County jury found a Delight man
guilty of a lesser charge on Thursday, May 22.

Robert Derrick Hudson, 53, was originally charged with fel-
ony first-degree criminal mischief in July 2024 after he shot up a
truck that did not belong to him. He had plead innocent to that

charge.

During his brief trial, jurors instead found Hudson guilty of
misdemeanor criminal mischief, sentenced him to seven days in
the county jail and fined him $1,250.
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Delight Cemetery Association to host meeting June 2

DELIGHT -- The annual membership meeting of the Delight
Cemetery Association will be held on Monday June 2, beginning
at 6:30 p.m. in the Delight school cafeteria.

Event organizers state that community support, attendance,
donations and suggestions are what decisions are based on for
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

UAMS

Dr. Bala Simon is an associate professor in the Department
of Family and Preventive Medicine in the College of Medicine
at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences.

Q: How are staph infections treated?

A: Staph infections are caused by
Staphylococcus, a group of more
than 30 types of bacteria. The
bacteria are normally present on
the skin or in the nose with no
signs of infection, unless a cut or
wound allows the bacteria to
enter the body. Staph infections
can become dangerous if they
affect the brain, heart or lungs.

poisoning or pneumonia. Sepsis
is a life-threatening condition
that can occur if a staph infection
enters the bloodstream.

Keeping wounds clean and
covered, frequent hand washing,
and avoiding sharing personal
items such as needles, razors,
and towels are ways to prevent
staph infections. Antibiotics are
the most common treatment, as
well as draining an infected
wound. Contact your health care
provider if you have symptoms,
especially if you have been in
contact with other infected
persons.

Skin infections are the most
common type of staph infection.
Risk factors include those with
chronic conditions such as
cancer, eczema, diabetes or
vascular disease. Those who are
hospitalized, have recently had
surgery, or have inserted devices
such as catheters are more at
risk, as well as those who
participate in contact sports.

Symptoms of a staph infection
include fever, blisters, cellulitis
(red, painful, swollen skin), food

Email your health questions to housecall@uams.edu.

the future needs and perpetual care of the Delight Cemetery,
where many of our local loved ones are buried.
Please mark your calendar for this meeting and try to attend.

Where To Find A Copy of the Fiamond:

Peoples Pharmacy o C-Stop ¢ EZ Mart
Tobacco & More o Gypsy Underground

individual Ofaily * health * dental
Lisa Chandler, agent
Lisa Chandler Insurance

Nashville
office: 870-845-5930 » \ Arkansas
cell: 870-845-7728 VAV \&7/ BlueCross B]uebhleld
Insurance # 38194 - Iiabiab

Soliciting agent only. Not authorized to issue policies. Available only to residents in Arkansas.
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Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

Say “NO” to Cleaning 2
Out Your Gutters.

20% - 10%

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military
++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*

Promo: 285
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

1-855-977 9614

Obituaries
Lynda Joyce McGuire Stone, 83

LyndaJoyce McGuire Stone,

age 85, of Murfreesboro,
Arkansas, passed away on
Saturday, May 24, 2025 in
Nashville, Arkansas. She was
born on February 11, 1940 in
Prescott, Arkansas to the late
Clifton Alexander McGuire
and Wilma Grimes McGuire.
Lynda enjoyed living her
life to the fullest. She loved to
goonroad trips and see places
she’s never seen. She enjoyed
meeting new people and
learning something new from
each person she interacted
with. She enjoyed going
antiquing and marveling at
the beauty of old handmade
primitive furniture and the
designs and colors of carnival
glass. She loved her family

bounds. But Lynda’s main
passion was spending time
in her greenhouse working
with her plants. She was a
free spirit who will forever be
missed.

Lynda was preceded in
death by her parents and
her daughter, Rhonda Elaine
Stone.

Those left to mourn her
loss yet cherish her memory
include her daughter, Dana
Stone; special son-in-law,
Jack Bonds; her brother,
Don (Janie) McGuire; her
grandkittens, Tinky, Merlin,
Elton, Grayson and Sissy;
as well as a host of nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
friends

Visitation will be 6:00 to
8:00 p.m., Friday, May 30,
at Latimer Funeral Home in
Murfreesboro.

Funeral services will be
10:00 a.m. Saturday, May
31, at Latimer Funeral
Home in Murfreesboro, with
burial to follow at Plesant
Ridge Cemetery in Prescott,
Arkansas, under the direction
of Latimer Funeral Home in
Murfreesboro.

You may send an online
sympathy message at www.

dearly and with a devotion latimerfuneral.com

and loyalty that knows no

CHERS

PIKE COUNTY

To phone home galactically,
you must know what it’s called

Don't cry over spilled stars

E.T. obviously knew where he was from and the number to
dial when, in the movie E.T., he famously said “E.T. phone home.”

Many Earthlings, if stranded on another world, would not be
quite as certain about where they came from. There is lingering
confusion among us as to what to call our home planet, its moon
and the other aspects of our cosmic neighborhood.

People wonder why so many stars have Greek, Latin or Arabic
names but our sun does not. Part of the confusion stems from the
fact that our sun does not have an official name.

The International Astronomical Union (IAU), founded in 1919,
and the group responsible now for naming objects in our uni-
verse, has never officially given the sun aname. The reason seems
to be because the word sun goes way back to root words from Old
English, Germanic and Indo-European languages. Sunne was the
word in Old English, from which sun evolved.

Today, most astronomers call our star the Sun and it is pretty
much the standard. However, we still see a Greek influence in the
word Helios when referencing certain of the Sun’s influences on
the Earth like heliotropism (plants turning toward the sun) and
heliocentric meaning a star in the center of a planetary system.
The word derived from Latin, Sol, is also still evident in the word
Solar; solar flare, Solar System, solar panel.

Our moon, on the other hand, was officially named the Moon
(in 1922) by the IAU. We have to realize that for much of human
history what was seen in the heavens was the one sun and the one
moon. Stars were something other than suns, and it was not until
Galileo saw moons around Jupiter in the 1600’s that we realized
that there is more to the cosmos than meets the eye.

Earth, the names of other planets in the Solar System, and
many of their moons were officially accepted by the IAU in 1976.
Earth is another word that has roots in Old English (various spell-
ings Eor(th)e and Ertha).

Our home galaxy also does not have an official name mainly
due to the fact that what we call it, the Milky Way, has been in
use for centuries. The Greeks called it Galaxia (Gala is the word
for milk), and the Romans called it Via Lactea. Of course, they
were not aware that it was a galaxy that they were describing.
They were simply looking at the broad band of stars and seeing
spilt milk.
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SYMBOLIC STATEMENT FOR THOSE WHO GAVE ALL ...

Submitted photos/DAR

In advance of Memorial Day, the Mine Creek — Paraclifta

Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) offered businesses throughout Southwest Arkansas a meaningful way to
honor Veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice for our nation. Through the sponsorship of a “Missing Man Table,” businesses can
visibly demonstrate their respect and remembrance of our fallen heroes during the week leading up to Memorial Day. Two local
Murfreesboro businesses, Coffee Connections and Ace of Diamonds took advantage of the offer last Thusrday, May 22, when the
tables were delivered. Each Missing Man Table will feature symbolic elements representing service members who are missing in
action or never returned home. A small sign explains the significance of each item on the place setting. “The Missing Man Table is
a powerful tribute that brings the meaning of Memorial Day to the forefront in our community,” said a DAR representative. Pictured
(above right) is Zach Eckart of Coffee Connections with Tracy Hile, local DAR representative, and (above right) Jane Terrell, Karen
Terrell and Hile with Ace of Diamonds

OO OO

Church to provide meals for children during vacation

MURFREESBORO - In
partnership  with  Harvest
Food Bank of Texarkana, Mur-
freesboro’s First United Meth-
odist Church (FUMC) will be
offering summer meals for
children 18 years and young-
er during the summer while
school is out of session.

The program is free and will
provide meals for every day of
the week to participants.

The meals will be distrib-
uted on Mondays and Thurs-
days from 11 am. to 1 p.m.
from May 19-August 3.

Parents and guardians may
pick up the meals for their

children without the children
present.

Monday distributions will
include three meals, while
Thursday pickups will have
four meals.

Meals may be picked up
at the Methodist Church’s
Blessed Beginnings build-

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

MURFREESBORO SENIOR ADULT CENTER LUNCH MENU

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4

MONDAY, JUNE 2

Spaghetti & meat sauce, green beans, mixed
green salad, garlic bread, chocolate mousse

TUESDAY, JUNE 3

Grilled chicken w/mushroom sauce, brus-
sel sprouts, peas & carrots, dinner roll, peac

Meatloaf, potatoes & onion, lima beans,
cornbread, fruit

Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more information
(870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day at 8 a.m. Carry out is now available for $6.00

cobbler
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Dear Preacher
By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ
WHEN LOVE IS BAD Look not every man on his

Even though Jesus taught
that love is the greatest com-
mandment (Matthew 22:36-
40), we are also warned that
there are certain types of love
that are unprofitable and evil.
The following are examples of
love that we should not have:

Love of money — “For the
love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil: which some
reaching after have been led
astray from the faith, and have
pierced themselves through
with many sorrows” (1 Timo-
thy 6:10)

Love of the world - “Love
not the world, neither the
things that are in the world.
If any man loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in
him” (1 John 2:15)

Love of prestige — “It is
not good to eat much honey:
Therefore, for men to search
their own glory, is not glory”
(Proverbs 25:27); “For who-
soever exalts himself shall be
abased; and he that humbles
himself shall be exalted”

(Luke 14:11)

Love of idols — “Thou shalt
fear the Lord your God, and
serve him, and shalt swear by
his name. Ye shall not go after
other gods, or the gods of the
people which are round about
you” (Deuteronomy 6:13, 14)

Excessive love of self -
“For men shall be lovers of
their own selves...” (2 Timothy
3:2); “And that he died for all,
that they which live should
not henceforth live unto them-
selves, but unto Him which
died for them, and rose again”
(2 Corinthians 5:15); “...In low-
liness of mind let each esteem
others better than themselves.

own things, but every man
also on the things of others”
(Philippians 2:3,4)

Love of strife — “As coals
are to burning coals, and
wood to fire; so is as conten-
tious man to kindle strife”
(Proverbs 26:21); “But if ye
have bitter envying and strife
in your hearts, glory not, and
lie not against the truth. This
wisdom descends not from
above, but is earthly, sensual,
and devilish. For where envy-
ing and strife are, there is con-
fusion and every evil work”
(James 3:14-16)

Love of sin — “That they
all might be damned who
believed not the truth but
had pleasure in unrighteous-
ness” (2 Thessalonians 2:12);
“Who knowing the judgment
of God, that they which com-
mit such things are worthy of
death, not only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that
do them” (Romans 1:32)

Paid Advertisement

ing, located at 403 Second Av-
enue in Murfreesboro. Partici-
pants are asked to enter from
the FUMC Family Life Center
on Third Street.

For more information on
the program, call the church at
(870) 285-2579.

HOUMUST:
RERDONE!]

EHC clubs in county look
to continue great work

BY EVA LANGLEY
Pike County Extension Service Staff Chair

PIKE COUNTY -- The spirit of community, friendship, and
lifelong learning is proudly celebrated this month as the Pike
County Extension Homemakers Clubs (EHC) joined the state
in recognizing the 113th year of EHC in Arkansas. What began
over a century ago as Homemaker Clubs has grown into a dy-
namic organization dedicated to education, volunteerism, and
making a difference in the lives of residents.

Pike County is home to three active and vibrant EHC clubs:
the East Delight Club, the Pisgah Club, and the Glenwood Club.
These clubs continue the long-standing tradition of empower-
ing individuals and strengthening communities, one meeting at
a time.

The East Delight Club gathers every second Monday of the
month at 1 p.m. in Room #7 at the Delight Pickett Building. Un-
der the leadership of President Ginny Evans and Vice-President
Fadie Gentry, the group brings neighbors together to share
knowledge, ideas, and plenty of laughter.

Meeting bright and early on the first Thursday of each month
at 9 am. in Room #2 at the Delight Pickett Building, the Pis-
gah Club is led by President Avonne Petty and Vice-President
Jeanette Deaton. This group is known for its warm camaraderie
and dedication to improving life in Pike County.

For those who prefer an evening gathering, the Glenwood
Club meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Bainum Library Community Room. President Sarah Cham-
bers and Vice-President Krystal Pannell lead a club that’s not
only active but creative! Glenwood also hosts the weekly “Sew
It's Monday” gathering, open to the public every Monday (ex-
cept holidays) from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. — no membership required!

Joining an EHC club is a wonderful way to meet new friends,
share skills, and give back to the community. If you're looking
to make a positive impact and connect with others who share
your values, the members of Pike County EHC would love to
welcome you with open arms.

Here’s to 113 years of service, learning, and friendship — and
to many more to come!

LETTER TO EDITOR POLICY

All letters to the editor must be signed, along with a
phone number (that will not be published) provided
for confirmation purposes. The Murfreesboro Diamond

reserves the right to edit letters for length and clarity.
Letters must not be libelous or contain any profanities.

Send letters to P.O. Box 550, Murfreesboro, AR 71958
or email to mdiamond.editor@windstream.net

Lock in Your Savings Now!
Before the end of May!

Due to the rising cost of newsprint, ink and
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in trade area subscriptions beginning

June 1 will be ¥45 a year.
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continue to enjoy The Murfreesboro Diamond without missing a beat.
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Trinity Missionary
Baptist Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro

* Worship 11 a.m. ® Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.
* Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
*Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy

To reserve this space for your
church services or buginess...
Call Christy at
870-285-2723

503 E. Antioch St. D
(870) 379-2293
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This is a dramatized version
of facts taken from the Book
of Genesis intending to show
sore of the customs of these
ancient and traditional times

[ABRIDEFOR TSAAC]

REBEKAH'S BROTHER, LABAN, HAS
INVITED ELIEZER TO LOUGE AT
THEIR HOUSE, HOPING FOR AN
EXPLANATION OF THE COSTLY
GIFTS HE GAVE REBEKAH....

L WILL NOT EAT
UNTIL T HAVE
TOLD MINE
ERRAND !

N

NOW ELIEZER ASKS
THE IMPORTANT QUESTION:
“WILL YE DEAL KINDLY
Wi

MASTER AS A BRIVE FOlZ
HIS BELOVED SON?”
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Next Week
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Murfreesboro church
of Christ

305 S. Second Ave.

Sun. Bible Study 9:30 ® Worship 10:20
Sun. eve. 6 p.m. ® Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.

Bro. Buddy Ray

Attend Church
This Sunday!

HAVESANITEMMYOU DIIKENTO,
SERINCLUDED
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SOCCER
* -~ Theme Telated Clue

ACROSS

1. Heidi's footwear, pl.

6.* _ Hamm

9. Humorous anecdote

13. It doesn’t take away tomorrow’s troubles
14. Like Mother Hubbard

15. Popular pie nut

16. Hiker’s path

17. Court

18. Makes better

19. *Number of soccer players on field for
each team

21. *Winningest FIFA World Cup country
23. Common inquiries, acr.

24. Carmy Berzatto’s restaurant, with The
25.Cul-de-____

28. In the buff

30. Preacher’s platform

35. Poking instrument

37. Smidge

39. Sashay

40. Bald eagle’s nest

41. *ak.a. soccer field

43. Lice eggs

44. Located within

46. 3 squared

47. High rocky hills

48. Post-roller coaster ride state

50. Captain of Nautilus

52.  chi

53. Unforeseen obstacle

55. Acronym, abbr.

57. *FIFA headquarters location

60. *Soccer footwear

63. Uninterested

64. Hundred Acre Wood’s wise resident
66. Parkinson’s drug

68. Pool problem, pl.

69. Romanian money

70. Wooden ship caulking

71. Celt

form, e.g.

pion

DOWN
1.100 Ibs.
2. Elders’ teachings

CROSSWORD

3. Kind of history
4. Widower’s feelings
5. Forest spirit

6. Worked over with scythe
7. UN labor org.

8. Sun-dried brick

9. Exclamation, with Louise
10. Palm tree berry

11.__ Mall, London

12. Ensign, for short

15. ak.a. Lighthouse of Alexandria
20. *Provide with shin guards, socks and uni-

22. Drake’s genre
24. Playing roulette

25. *FIFA Women's World Cup current cham-

26. Rome’s Colosseum, e.g.

27. Singular of cornua

29. Kill (2 words)

31. “By ___of” or “by means of”
32.“The ___,” Dostoyevsky’s novel
33.Uin UV

34.*Lionel
36. Coloring substances

38. Teenager’s breakout

42. Relating to blood

45. Dwell

49. African National Congress
51. Central American wildcat
54.Get___ of someone
56. Highway patrolman’s gun
57.“Germinal” author mile
58. Desire

59.*  Madrid

60. *C in AFC Richmond

61. Puff of marijuana

62. Spin, past tense

63. The Herm s Kelly, e.g.

05. Itty-bitty

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

72. Cotillion ball’s main attraction
73.% Alexander-Arnold

67. Invoice qty.

Off First Month
of New Service!
LUSE PRO E: GZ590

Consumer

Cellular

888-804-0913

€ 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call BEE-804-0913

@ StatePoint Media

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

Arkansas expands raw milk sales with passage of Act 698

Arkansas residents now have expanded access to raw milk
and raw milk products following the enactment of Act 698, a
new law that broadens the legal avenues for selling unpasteur-
ized dairy products in the state.

Previously, raw milk sales were limited to direct transactions
at the farm where the milk was produced. Under Act 698, raw
milk and products made from it can now be sold at farmers’
markets, natural food stores, and through farm-to-consumer de-
livery services.

The law defines raw milk as unpasteurized goat, sheep, or
whole cow milk. It also outlines raw milk products to include
items such as butter, buttermilk, cheese, cottage cheese, kefir,
yogurt, and colostrum, provided they are made using raw milk.
Whole milk, under the law, must contain at least 3.25% butterfat
and 8.25% solids.

To ensure transparency and consumer awareness, Act 698 in-
cludes several labeling and signage requirements. Sellers must
post a sign at least 18 inches by 24 inches at the point of sale,
clearly displaying the name and address of the farm, contact in-
formation, and a statement that the milk is unpasteurized and
not inspected by the state. The sign must also inform consumers
that they assume all liability for any health risks associated with
consuming raw milk.

Each bottle or package must carry a label with the same in-
formation. Additionally, when selling at locations other than the
farm, sellers must display an extra warning about the potential
presence of harmful bacteria in unpasteurized milk.

The law also mandates that raw milk products be kept refrig-
erated or on ice at 40 degrees Fahrenheit or below. Consumers
are required to sign an acknowledgment of risk before purchas-
ing raw milk products.

Farmers who sell raw milk must allow consumers to inspect

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Call Neil McConnell at (501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

SERVICES
ZATTORNEY _|
SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY BENEFITS.
Unable to work?
Denied benefits?
We Can Help!
WIN or Pay Nothing!
Randolph Baltz

Former SSA Attorney
Office: (501)374-6800

— —
jService SpecT}!Q
Timberland CDJR, Malvern, Ar.

1103 Martin Luther King Blvd
Malver, Arkansas 72104

$79.95 OIL CHANGE

*all synthetic oil

w/Free Tire rotation
BUY 3 TIRES Get
One for $1 more!

CALL: 501-337-9600
www.timberlandcdjr.com

|
Applying for Social Security
Disability or Appealing a
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon
& Assoc. Our case managers
simplify the process & work
hard to help with your case.
Call  1-888-510-3017 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
Call 888-690-2346

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting
material — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer + up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-861-2447

Week of May 26, 2025 S

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-
210-6510  www.dental50plus.
com/arpress #6258

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-877-
313-1596 today!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage and mold in your
home. If you have water damage
to your home, call for a free
estimate for complete repairs
to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-
593-7772

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-844-
868-3831

DIRECTV - Al your
entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-855-400-3297

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months!  Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military ~ Discounts  available.
Call: 877-631-0120

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie ~ State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
461-0925

MEDICARE PLANS HAVE
CHANGED!!! Make sure your
plan will meets your needs in
2024. Our licensed agents can
review the changes, address
your needs and make sure you
aren't overpaying! For a free
quote, Call now! 1-888-927-7955

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-497-
7510

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing  Assistance, WIC,
Veterans  Pension,  Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB
internet  service. Bonus offer:
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom
today! 1-888-860-0146

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-977-9614

FOR SALE

Harvest should begin
mid-June

ORDER NOW!

Esau Farms
870-382-5738
esausweetcorn.com

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT

Network Security Engineer

Hot Springs, AR
Oaklawn Jockey Club

Design and implement
network security solutions,
conduct regular security
assessments, monitor
network traffic and security|
alerts, collaborate with
cross-functional teams on
network security issues.
Req. bachelor’s degree in
Computer Science,
Information Technology, or
arelated field, plus 4 years
progressively responsible
experience in the same or
similar position. Foreign
equivalent bachelor’s
degrees are accepted.

Resume and application

must be submitted at
www.oaklawn.com/careers/
or contact Natali Nimmo at
nnimmo@oaklawn.com

PIKE COUNTY EXTENSION

their cows and barns upon request. However, the Arkansas De-
partment of Health does not test raw milk for diseases, and the
Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission does not inspect
the animals producing the milk.

Act 698 represents a significant shift in Arkansas’s approach
to raw milk regulation, aiming to balance consumer choice with
informed decision-making. If you decide to purchase raw milk
you should be aware of possible health risks especially for cer-
tain people such as young children, older adults, pregnant wom-
en, and those with weakened immune systems.

Ensure the farm or producer follows strict safety protocols,
including clean milking practices and proper refrigeration. This
requires you to visit the farm regularly to verify that they are
using the best practices. Additionally, if you choose to purchase
raw milk, consider pasteurizing it at home using your micro-
wave or stove top, however, be aware that home pasteuriza-
tion techniques are not as efficient or as effective as commercial
methods which may result in quality degradation.

When purchasing raw milk, always buy from a trusted rep-
utable source that provides clear information about the milk’s
handling and storage. It’s also important to keep the milk refrig-
erated at all times to reduce the risk of bacterial growth. If you
decide to consume raw dairy, consider talking to your health
care provider, especially if you or anyone in your household is
part of a vulnerable group. Your health care provider can help
you weigh the potential benefits and risks to make an informed
decision based on your specific health needs.

Consuming raw dairy products, including raw milk, can
pose significant health risks. Unlike pasteurized milk, raw milk
hasn’t been heated to kill harmful bacteria. These bacteria such
as pathogenic E coli, salmonella enterica, Listeria, monocyto-
genes, and Campylobater ssp., cause severe illness in humans.
Symptoms can include stomach pain, vomiting, diarrhea, and
fever. Secondary6 complication, such as kidney failure, sponta-
neous miscarriage, menigitis, Gullain-Barre syndrome and other
chronic diseases, can also occur

Ultimately, the decision to consume raw milk should be made
carefully, weighing the potentially serious risks and making in-
formed decisions that are right for you and your family.

Please take time to get to know your local dairy farmer and
discuss ways to support them. Agriculture is Arkansas’s num-
ber one industry. Farming is vitally essential to the state’s econ-
omy. Our farmers are our friends and neighbors. Building a
personal relationship with your local dairy farmer is a great way
to learn about their work, challenges, and how we as consumers
can support and partner with them.

If you would like more information on what you need to
know before consuming raw milk, contact the Pike County Ex-
tension Office at 870-285-216. We have a publication that covers
the history of laws requiring milk to be pasteurized, more details
on Act 689, reasons some choose one process over the other and
why many safety researchers recommend pasteurized milk.

Here are two recipes for delicious homemade ice cream. Re-
member to keep the vulnerable in mind when deciding to use
pasteurized or unpasteurized dairy products for either of the
two recipes. The vanilla ice cream has a cooked egg custard base
while the fresh peach ice cream contains no eggs and does not
require cooking. Enjoy!

RECIPE OF THE WEEK #1: Homemade Vanilla Ice Cream

EVA LANGLEY, FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES AGENT
FAMILY  NUTRITION - FOOD SAFETY - FINANCE - FITNESS & HEALTH

INGREDIENTS:

4 eggs

2 Y2 cups sugar

7 cups whole milk

3 cups whipping cream
21/2 tablespoons vanilla
1/2 teaspoon salt

DIRECTIONS:

Beat eggs until light. Add sugar gradually, beating until thick.
Add 3 cups of the milk. Heat till thickened. Add remaining in-
gredients; mix well. Pour into 5-quart freezer can. (If using elec-
tric freezer, follow manufacturer’s directions.) Adjust dasher
and cover. Pack 6 parts crushed ice and 1 part rock salt around
can. Continue to add more ice and salt to maintain level. Freeze
according to directions for your freezer. Yields: 5 quarts.

RECIPE OF THE WEEK #2 : No Egg Peach Ice Cream

INGREDIENTS:

2 1/2and one-half pounds fresh peaches - peeled, pitted and
chopped

1/2 cup white sugar

1 pint half-and-half cream

1 (14 ounce) can sweetened condensed milk

1 (12 fluid ounce) can evaporated milk

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

2 cups milk, or as needed

DIRECTIONS:

Puree peaches with the sugar and half-and-half in batches in
a blender or food processor. In a gallon ice cream freezer con-
tainer, mix together the peach mixture, sweetened condensed
milk, evaporated milk, and vanilla. Pour in enough milk to fill
the container to the fill line, about 2 cups. Follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions to freeze the ice cream.

FAGANROOFING

MINI STORAGE in Murfrees-
ALL TYPES OF boro. 870-845-6304. (gs:4-tf)
ROOFI
OO NG Electric wheel chair. Portable,
€ are insured. ight weight, like new, low $ or
W d! light weight, lik low $
l. t k perhaps free to senior, 888-442-
Quality work, 3390. (WG)
Free Estimates

In Business Since 1992!
Greg (870) 356-8934

G105

MILLWOOD CORPORATION

Matt Tollett (870) 703-6939
Jason Porter (870) 703-1039
Johnny Porter (870) 703-1628

P.O. Box 1316 Hope, AR 71802
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Pike County VSO asks that the public not take meaning of Memorial Day for granted

BY ROBERT WILLIAMS
Pike County Veterans Service Officer

Memorial Day has become the day that official-
ly kicks off summer, and not long after we have
July the 4th which signifies our National Birthday.
July 4th is used for baseball games, picnics, camp-
ing, fireworks, parties, and a lot of alcohol con-
sumption ... and let us not forget the nationwide
plagiarism of these sacred days for the benefit of
commercialism and good old-fashion capitalism.

But, both of these days are rooted in so much
more historical significance than what they have
been transformed into. These days have become
so routine that they have essentially been wa-
tered-down by what I'd coin as “systemic igno-
rance”! Allow me to shed some light onto some
events that we, as Americans, have slept right
through but need to be awakened and excited
about this and next year which will be of a sig-
nificant importance in the history of our nation.

Much like today, Memorial Day for example;
my fear is that most of America doesn’t even real-
ize this and naturally, our media isn’t doing much
to help emphasize these important landmarks in
our history, not to mention the dereliction of our
public school’s system failure to bring the aware-
ness of it to our children.

Did you realize this year marks the 250th Anni-
versary of important events that took place in our
Revolutionary War? April 18th 2025 marked the
250th Anniversary of Paul Revere’s “Midnight
Ride”, and the very next day was the historical
battle that took place at the North Bridge in Con-
cord, Massachusetts. All of this took place lead-
ing up to the literal birth of our nation on July
4th, 1776 and next year we will be celebrating of
our nation’s 250th birthday! This year is the eve
and kick-off of some really big celebrations being
planned across our nation for next year.

In just a few weeks, on June 14th, President
Trump is beginning that process in a huge way
by our nation celebrating the 250th Anniversary
of the United States Army. He wants to use these
events to turn our country’s attention back to
having a more patriotic passion for our country.
On June 14th of this year, there will be a huge
military parade in Washington D.C., the largest
since 1991. There will be 6,600 soldiers involved
in this parade that will take place on Pennsylva-
nia Avenue in Washington. There will be over 150
military vehicles, including tanks, and aircraft,
paratroopers landing on the National Mall, and
seven different military bands playing and troops
representing each branch of the military will be
present to display and talk to tourist and others
who have questions about what they do in their
service to our country. This is basically a dress re-
hearsal of what will be coming in the celebration
of our Nation’s 250th Birthday on July 4th 2026.

Largely, Americans forget that today -- Memo-
rial Day -- includes those who sacrificed their
lives in giving birth to our Nation, and without
their willingness to answer a desperate call to
arms we would most likely be eating beans for
breakfast, drinking hot tea, and speaking with a

much different accent.

It's amazing how time escapes us! This is our
fifth year to assemble as residents of Pike County
to take a moment in time to clear our minds of
the things of this world, and to remember those
fellow citizens who too once called Pike County
home and answered our Nation’s call of duty to
serve, and ultimately to lay their lives down for
those of us whom they would never have the op-
portunity to meet. We share in the loss of seventy-
eight Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines who
are among the 1.2 million across our nation that
have given their lives so we may live in freedom!

Thousands, upon thousands will gather today
across our nation, in cemeteries and on battle-
fields near and abroad to show respect for these
brave men and women that gave the ultimate
sacrifice for our freedom. This day will also re-
kindle memories for family members who suf-
fered the loss of a son, daughter, brother, sister,
husband, wife, and friend; and I'm sure there are
some present here today that fit into one of those
categories.

Memorial Day wasn’t meant to be a holiday
about vacations, picnics, and sales, it was intend-
ed to be a “Day of Remembrance”. It started out
as “Decoration Day”, the first of which took place
on May 30th, 1868 on the orders of a guy named
General John Logan. He was the Commander of
the Grand Army of the Republic. Flowers were
placed on the graves of Union and Confederate
Soldiers buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

Think about that for a moment ... the Civil War
was literally an existential moment in our history,
and America could have totally ended with that
one war! That was a brutal war; if you've never
read descriptions of Civil War battlefields and
what took place there, I urge you to do so. I've
heard the phrase used, “there’s nothing like a
fight between brothers, they love each other but
when they get in a fight you'd best get out of
the way!” Well, our Civil War was fight between
brothers, and it was over a fundamental issue
and it's hard to believe now what that issue was
about, but the issue was simply this, “can one
man own another man”!

Thank God that the conclusion of that war was,
“NO... one man CANNOT own another man
based on the principals that the United States of
America was built on!” That war alone cost the
lives of almost 700,000 Americans on battlefields
right here in the United States, and in just a few
years later we were placing flowers on graves in
Arlington, not just of Northern soldiers, but of
Southern soldiers as well. In other words, our
ancestors were able to forgive, forget, and come
together within just a few years of the Civil War.

We now struggle 200 plus years later in com-
ing together as one people, and yet ironically, we
consider ourselves to be a Christian Nation! So,
chew on that thought for a moment.

As time passed, Decoration Day was no longer
just about those who died in the Civil War. Fol-
lowing WW-], the attention had grown to now
honoring the dead of our nation from a major
World War. It wasn’t until 51 years later that Con-
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gress would pass the “National Holiday Act of
1971” making Memorial Day an official National

Holiday to be observed on the last Monday in
May. In fact, 21 years earlier, Congress, by a joint
resolution, requested that each year the President
of the United States issue a proclamation calling
the people of the United States to observe each
Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent
peace. So, government sanctioned faith in God
and prayer once had a prominent place in the
fabric of our Nation.

Every year since 1948, on Memorial Day in
Arlington National Cemetery, soldiers of the 3rd
U.S. Infantry Regiment have placed flags on the
graves of over 400,000 of our military service men
and women covering over 639 acres of hallowed
ground. What an act of love, and I believe that
will continue as long as there is a United States
of America, and to give recognition to our county
4H Group, they have displayed that same act of
love by picking up that torch in our communi-
ties, and placing flags on the graves of our mili-
tary servicemen and women in some of our cem-
eteries. I think these young patriotic Americans
deserve our applause for their acts of service. If
we will consciously strive to institute such acts of
service as this, we can begin to restore what the
locusts have eaten from the fabric of our Nation!

[ fear the greatest danger our country faces to-
day is the danger of what I'd refer to as “National
Amnesia” by forgetting who we are and what had
to be sacrificed in order for there to exist this great
country and the unlimited freedoms we enjoy to-
day. One of the first efforts in promoting such a
“national forgetfulness” was the sanitizing of our
school textbooks to be politically correct, and by
doing that our children have been deprived of
the sense of just how great a Nation that America
truly is, and the history, whether good, bad, or
ugly, that has shaped our Nation into who we
have become! Unfortunately, it is actually worse
... our young people are increasingly taught ex-
actly the opposite of American greatness! They
are taught that America was never great and it
was founded on evil, slavery, and genocide. Our
Founding Fathers, in many textbooks, are sel-
dom mentioned unless it’s part of a controver-
sary about racism, slavery, or some other scandal
that is associated surrounding their lives. I think
we've all been heartbroken over the years when
we've seen American young people often having
nothing good to say about their own country! But
in reality, they’re actually not to blame! Many
young Americans for some time now haven't
been taught about the sacrifices that were made
to produce a country that has the liberty we enjoy.
I'd like to believe there is some glimmer of hope
and shreds of evidence that the tides may be turn-
ing, but as always, only time will tell.

Allow me to share a portion of a Memorial Day
speech delivered by our 40th president, President
Ronald Reagan, who was known as “The Great
Communicator”; he said: “In American cities and

towns today, flags will be placed on graves in
cemeteries, public officials will speak of the sacri-
fice and valor of those whose memory we honor.
I have no illusions of what I can add now to
the silent testimony of those who gave their lives
willingly for their country. Words are even more
feeble on this Memorial Day, for the sight before
us is that of a strong and good nation that stands
in silence and remembers those who were loved,
and in return loved their country enough to die
for them. Yet, we must try to honor them; not for
their sakes alone, but for our own. And if words
cannot repay the debt, we owe these men, surely
with our actions we must strive to keep faith with
them and with the vision that led them to battle
and their final sacrifice. Our first obligation to
them and ourselves is plain enough; the United
States and the freedom for which it stands, the
freedom for which they died, must endure and
prosper. Their lives remind us that freedom is not
bought cheaply, it has a cost, it imposes a burden.
And just as they whom we commemorate were
willing to sacrifice, so too must we; in a less final,
less heroic way, be willing to give of ourselves.
Each died for a cause they considered more im-
portant than his own life. They didn’t volunteer
to die; they volunteered to defend values for
which men were always willing to die if need be.
The values which make up what we call civiliza-
tion, and how they must have wished, in all the
ugliness that war brings, that no other generation
of young men to follow would have to undergo
that same experience. As we honor their memory
today, let us pledge that their lives, their sacrific-
es, their valor, shall be justified and remembered
for as long as God gives life to this Nation. And
let us also pledge to do our utmost to carry-out
what must have been their wish... that no other
generation of young men will ever have to share
their experiences and repeat their sacrifice.”
Some 25 years ago, in an effort to restore na-
tional patriotism by reminding and re-educating
Americans as to the true meaning of Memorial
Day; In December of 2000, President Bill Clinton
signed the “National Moment of Remembrance”
resolution. This resolution asks all Americans to
pause at 3 p.m. local time on Memorial Day for
one minute, and to “voluntarily and informally
observe, in your own way, a moment of remem-
brance and respect for all American war dead”.
So, I ask you to take this opportunity today at 3
p.m., wherever you are, to pause for one minute
in honor of our nation’s war dead. Many Veterans
Memorial locations across our Nation will have
someone designated to play Taps on a bugle at
the designated local time ... we plan to honor
that as a new tradition here today at 3 p.m. on
the courthouse square at the monument bearing
the names of our fellow Americans, residents,
neighbors, and family members, as we offer a
final rendering of honors for the day in recogni-
tion of their sacrifice in a “National Moment of
Remembrance”.

SEE NEXT WEEK'S EDITION OF THE DIAMOND FOR PICTURES FROM THE EVENT
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MURFEESBORO FARMER'S MARKET

EVERY THURSDAY IN SUMIMER - 7 AL TO “SOLD OUT”
18 PARK STREET  UNDER PAVILLION BEHIND TENNES COURTS

SPONSORED BY THE MURFREESBOR0 CHAMBER OF GOMMERGE

S0P LOGAL FIRST**

NOTICE OF COMMISSIONER'’S SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that in pursuance of the authority and directions contained in
the Decretal Order of Circuit Court of Pike County, made and entered on the 24" day of April,
2025, in case number 55V-24-95 then pending therein the case of Chambers Bank v. Murfrees-
boro Nursing Center, a limited liability company, et al, the undersigned, as Commissioner of
said Court, will offer for sale at public venue to the highest bidder, on the 1* Floor Lobby of
the Pike County Courthouse located at #1 Courthouse Square, Murfreesboro, AR 71958, in
which said Court is held, at 10:00 a.m. on June 24, 2025, the following described real estate in
Pike County, Arkansas, to wit:

A part of Lots 1201 and 1203 Washington Street, all of Lots 1205 and fractional Lot 1301
Washington Street, all of Fractional Lots 1301 and 1302 School Street, all of Lots 1203, 1205
and 1206 School Street, a part of Lots 1202 and 1204 School Street and a portion of adjoining
and abutting street described as follows: Beginning 52.0 feet North of the Southeast corner of
Lot 1201 Washington Street; thence West 82.0 feet to a point in abandoned M.D. & G Railroad
right - of- way; thence with said Railroad right -of- way South 24 degrees 00 minutes West
50.5 feet; thence South 15 degrees 00 minutes West 17.5 feet to a point in the center of 12th
street; thence West 152.0 feet; thence North 94.2 feet; thence West 100.0 feet; thence North
223.0 feet to the Northwest corner of Lot 1301 School Street being a point in Highway No. 19;
thence East along Highway No. 19 366.0 feet to the Northeast corner of Lot 1301 Washington
Street; thence South 148.5 feet to the Northeast corner of Physician’s Building Site; thence
West 159.8 feet; thence South 85.1 feet to the Southwest corner of Pharmacy Building Site;
thence East 159.8 feet; thence South 15.0 feet to the POINT OF BEGGING. All within the
town of Murfreesboro and conforming as near as possible to Plat of E 1/2 SW 1/4 of Section
8, Township 8 South, Range 25 West recorded in Deed Book “P,” Page 410 of Deed Recorders
of Pike County, Arkansas, LESS AND EXCEPT the following described tract; Part of Lot 1201
Washington Street and a part of Lot 1202 School Street described as follows: Beginning at
the Southeast corner of Lot 1201 Washington Street; thence North 67 feet, more or less, to the
Southeast corner of Pharma-Cald Pharmacy, Inc. Property for the POINT OF BEGINNING;
thence West 159.8 feet; thence South 15 feet; thence East 159.8 feet; thence North 15 feet to
the POINT OF BEGINNING; being a part of Kelly’s Addition to the town of Murfreesboro,
Arkansas, as per plat recorded in Book “P” at page 410 of the Deed Records of Pike County,
Arkansas.

Subject to covenants, easements and right of way, if any
(hereinafter referred to as “Property”).

TERMS OF SALE: On a credit of thirty (30) days, the purchaser being required to

execute a bond as required by law and the Order and Decree of said Court in said cause, with
approved security, bearing interest at the rate of ten percent (10%) per annum from date of
sale until paid, and a lien being retained on the premises sold to secure the payment of the
purchase money. Should any successful bidder fail to perform under the instructions of the
Commissioner at time of sale, then that bid shall be void and set aside. The Commissioner
thereafter shall find that the subject property be awarded to the next successive highest bid-
der, until performance rendered. Purchaser shall be responsible for any taxes or assessments
due on the Property.

The sale is made subject to any and all stipulations made in the Decretal Order filed of record
on the 24" day of April, 2025. The Commissioner does not warrant title, boundary lines, taxes
and or improvements, if any, on this property or properties in Pike County, Arkansas.

Given under my hand this 12th day of May 2025.

SABRINA WILLIAMS, COMMISSIONER
(j.c.r.728w., 47,48)

DEADLINE TO ASSESS

MAY 31

1 Courthouse Sqg/countyservice.net/870-285-3316

Ask about Homestead Tax Credit today!

This publication was paid for by the Pike County Assessor. The amount paid for this publication is $56.25

ATTENTION INVESTORS~ HUNTERS~OFF GRID LIVING

LIVE WEBCAST AUCTION

Land is Located approx. 4 mls. East of Murfreesboro AR. on HWY, 26
LIVE WEBCAST from our Office in Glenwood THURSDAY JUNE 5th at 11 AM

80+ Acres Vacant Land SELLING LIVE and ONLINE from our
OFFICE located at 275 HWY 70 East in Glenwood Arkansas. We
will Offer (2) 40+ Tracts and All Together. Great place to run
Cattle, Hunt, Off Grid Living, Camping and many other endless
opportunities. Get your friends together and come to the Auc-
tion or Bid Online before there is no land to lease or buy. Close
to the Crater of Diamonds State Park and Lake Greeson Little
over an Hour to Hot Springs and Texarkana.

>>Click on FowlerAuctioneers.com for more Information, Tract
Map, Video, Pictures & Terms. Can’t make the Live Auction?
Enter your MAX BID NOW! Pre Auction Bidding now in Progress.
Drive in the double gates just past the 26 & 379 junction 4 miles
east of Murfreesboro to view this Land or Contact Auctioneers
Nick or Ty Fowler at 870-356-4848 for showing or drive by.

See Complete details on www.FowlerAuctioneers.com

Nick D Fowler Auctioneer / Broker AAL 162 - PB000G0028 . 28

Fowler Auctioneers Inc. s, e, -
Nick D. Fowler, Auctioneer AAL162

FowlerAuctioneers.com

FOWLER

Real Estate

10% Buyéf Prémlu

AUCTIONEERS " soOLD IN 30 DAYS "
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