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WOODLAWN – The Murfreesboro Rattlers 
punched their ticket to the Class 2A state tour-
nament last week with a win at the regional 
tournament.

In the first round, the Rattlers defeated Junc-
tion City by a 5-4 score.

The Dragons would lead 2-0 after the top half 
of the second inning. In the bottom of the sec-
ond, the Rattlers would explode for five runs.

Junction City would add two runs in the fifth 
inning, but were unable to add another run in 
the game’s final two innings to complete the 
comeback.

Kooper Caldwell had a pair of hits and an 
RBI for MHS, while Laytan Wilcher added a 
stolen base and an RBI.

Carter Gilmer had an RBI and a run scored 
for MHS, and Kale Burns added an RBI and a 
run scored.

Isaac Kuykendall, Alex Bonner and Lathan 
Compton scored a run each.

Brody Maroon started the game for the Rat-
tlers, going four innings while allowing a pair 
of earned runs and a walk. He would strike out 
four batters.

After Wilcher got into trouble in the fifth 
(two earned runs, three walks and a strikeout), 
Kuykendall would come in to shut the door on 

the Dragons, going 2.33 innings while allowing 
no hits or walks and striking out five.

Jaxon Temple was the starting pitcher for the 
Dragons, going one out short of the distance 
while allowing three earned runs, two walks 
and striking out six.

Graden Hanry would drive in threes runs 
for Junction City, while teammate Reid Cates 
scored twice with two hits and a stolen base.

VERSUS PARKERS CHAPEL
In the second round of regionals, the Rattlers 

would drop a 2-1 game to Parkers Chapel.
Murfreesboro would hold a 1-0 lead after the 

third inning, an advantage that would hold un-
til the fifth inning when Parkers Chapel scored 
both their runs.

Wilcher would score the Rattlers’ lone run. 
Isaac Kuykendall had the game’s only extra 
base hit with a double as part of his 2-for-3 day.

Kuykendall went the complete seven in-
nings on the mound for the Rattlers, allowing 
five hits, two earned runs and three walks with 
eight strikeouts.

Parkers Chapel’s Cameron Mayo would 
match Kuykendall’s effort, pitching seven in-
nings himself while allowing five hits, an 
earned run and five walks while striking out 
seven Rattlers.

Mayo and Dyson Dougan each had RBIs for 
the Trojans.

Parkers Chapel would drop the champion-
ship game the next day to Woodlawn by a 24-3 
score.

VERSUS SPRING HILL
In the regional consolation game, Murfrees-

boro would drop the game to conference for 
Spring Hill by an 8-3 score.

The Bears found themselves in the game fol-
lowing a 9-5 loss to Woodlawn the day previ-
ous. 

Spring Hill Jumped out to a 2-0 lead in their 
top half of the second inning, which the Rat-
tlers matched in the bottom half of the second.

The Bears would extend the lead to 6-2 when 
Murfreesboro added their final run un the bot-
tom of the sixth.

Brody Maroon (two innings) and Carter 
Gilmer (five innings) would pitch for the Rat-
tlers, collectively allowing six earned runs, 
eight walks and nine hits while striking out 
three.

Mason Moore went the complete game for 
the Bears, allowing seven hits, three earned 
runs and two walks. He would strike out five 

Rattlers go 1-2 at regionals, secure state tournament berth

MURFREESBORO – After being declared in-
eligible for many grants due to low to moder-
ate income households in Murfreesboro found 
by the 2020 census, the city did a census of its 
own – and the results appear to again qualify 
the municipality for those seemingly lost op-
portunities.

Murfreesboro Mayor Jim O’Neal, who said 
it had been a “journey through the system,” 
presented a spreadsheet of the recent findings 
to the West Central Arkansas Planning and De-
velopment District (WCAPDD) in Hot Springs. 

“We are now back line to get grants,” O’Neal 
said noting the city had found residents not 
counted in the previous census that was con-
ducted during the covid pandemic.

O’Neal said getting reinstated for grants was 
important for the town.

“The water department is in need of a gener-
ator – they are expensive – an 80/20 matching 
grant would help out a lot.”

However, it was also discovered during the 
process that Murfreesboro was shrinking as far 
as population – perhaps as many as 120 people 
-- from the 1,495 residents proclaimed by the 
census two years prior. Some 165 housing units 
across Murfreesboro were now uninhabited, 
for various reasons including vacation rent-
als, no inhabitant or simply and uninhabitable 
dwelling.

As for the latter of those reasons, O’Neal said 
he plans to soon meet with the zoning board in 
an effort to further combat blight and houses 
that simply needed to be removed.

“We need to follow up and get serious,” 
O’Neal said.

He also wished to thank the people of Mur-
freesboro and all the many volunteers that help 
conducted the recent local census.

“Everyone was so cooperative, and I genu-
inely appreciate helping verify the numbers 
and all their efforts.”

He said it went so well that the process that 
he expected to take three months to complete 
was finished in two.

While two residents refused to cooperate 
with the process, he said that most residents 
and landlords were very helpful in gaining the 
information required.

“I believe the new numbers are highly ac-
curate,” O’Neal stated, stating that creating 
jobs and opportunities locally were incumbent 
toward turning around the loss of population. 
He added that he planned to continue work-
ing with the county’s community development 
group that is still in its organizational infancy.

PIKE COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
It was announced Monday that the afore 

mentioned Pike County Economic Develop-
ment Commission (EDC), made up of members 
from across Pike County, will share their vision 
and mission for Pike County’s future growth.

“This is your opportunity to learn firsthand 
about exciting new initiatives that could benefit 
your business and community,” said the social 
media post.

The presentation will follow the Pike County 
Quorum Court meeting, which beings at 7 p.m. 
at the Pike County Courthouse in Murfrees-
boro on Monday, May 19.

The meeting is open to all business owners 
and residents of the county.

Also announced was the EDC’s starting of 
their county comprehensive economic devel-
opment strategy meeting on Tuesday, July 2 at 
6 p.m. in the Kirby School Cafeteria.

Everyone is invited to attend that meeting as 
well to “participate in this crucial planning pro-
cess that will serve as our roadmap to econom-
ic prosperity ... don’t miss these chances to be 
part of shaping our county’s economic future.”

For more information on the group or ques-
tions, email edcpikeco@gmail.com. 

City presents new 
findings for grants

DELIGHT -- A benefit for Amy Campbell 
will be held this Saturday, May 17 in Delight.

At 9 a.m., carwashes by C.J. White and com-
pany will be offered at the Bank of Delight 
parking lot.

At noon, smoked chicken dinners will be 
available at the Delight Cafeteria, followed by 
a live auction at 1 p.m.

For more information about the event, con-
tact Katrina at (832) 315-7915.

Campbell fundraiser 
set for Saturday

Submitted photos/Jillian Caldwell

REGIONAL TOURNAMENT ACTION ... Murfreesboro High School first baseman Brody Maroon looks to catch a pickoff attempt in the Rattlers’ 
game against Parkers Chapel last week. The Rattlers would lose the game 2-1, but still secured a spot in this week’s Class 2A state tournament.

BY JOHN BALCH
Nashville News-Leader Staff

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro City 
Council voted Monday night to help pay back 
more than $72,000 in retroactive retirement 
coverage for the waterworks department em-
ployees.

Mayor Jim O’Neal explained that the water-
works department, which is separate from city 
operations, had recently switched to retirement 
benefits offered through Arkansas Public Em-
ployee Retirement System (APERS) for its em-

ployees. The city had made the move to APERS 
in 2022 for its employees.

O’Neal said that APERS, despite the city and 
waterworks being separate, has concluded the 
department actually “falls under the umbrella” 
of the city and that $72,567.77 in retroactive 
must be paid before additional coverage can be 
provided.

The mayor said the water commission has re-
quested that the city pay $20,000 of the bill with 
the waterworks paying the remaining amount.

“That’s money that’s owed,” said Mayor 
O’Neal, who added that he sees no other op-

tion and that the funds can be paid out over a 
24-month period.

Council member Mark Barnes questioned 
whether it was city or water officials in charge 
of the waterworks and asked, “Who’s making 
the decisions?”

With that, Mayor O’Neal said since the wa-
terworks department is considered under the 
city’s umbrella, he called for a motion to go into 
an executive session to talk about Water Super-
intendent Randy Miller. Barnes made the mo-

City approves plan for water retirement backpay

MURFREESBORO – Pike County Veterans 
Service Officer, Bob Williams, reports that a 
Memorial Day Ceremony will be held at the 
War Memorial located on the Pike County 
Courthouse square Monday, May 26, starting 
at 10 am. 

The event will last approximately an hour.
He encourages all veterans, residents, and 

visitors of Pike County to take this opportu-
nity by gathering as Americans to honor and 
remember the men and women throughout the 
history of this great nation who “Gave Their 
All” to purchase and preserve our nation’s 
freedoms.

 The event will honor the 78 Pike County 
residents who lost their lives in combat from 
WW-I, WW-II, Korea, and Vietnam. 

Attendees will unite in spirit on this day 
with others not only across our nation, but on 
battlefields and cemeteries in other countries 
where American Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and 
Marines lost their lives and their remains were 
never returned home.

   “I don’t believe this is asking too much”, 
said Williams. “This solemn day was estab-
lished specifically for this purpose, and as an 
American, we should feel a sense of deep grati-
tude for those who purchased our freedoms, 

and contrary to what you may think, freedom 
isn’t free … it was purchased with the precious 
blood of someone’s son, daughter, husband, fa-
ther and mother!”

 The event will be highlighting one of Pike 
County’s WW-II veteran who became a POW 
and never returned home to Pike County. The 

Honorary Wreath will be placed by his relative. 
Pike County 4H will be providing lunch fol-

lowing the ceremony. 
“Set aside an hour out of your day to join 

with millions of Americans in a spirit of re-
membrance; I look forward to seeing you 
there,” said Williams.

Memorial Day ceremony readies for May 26
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MURFREESBORO – May has been declared Arkansas Exten-
sion Homemakers Council (EHC) month by Pike County Judge 
Eddie Howard in a proclamation released earlier this month.

In its 113th year of existence, the group started homemaker 
and home demonstration work in Arkansas in 1912. Their pur-
pose is to “empower individuals and families to improve their 
quality of living through continuing education, leadership de-
velopment and community service.”

The volunteer organization, associated with the University of 
Arkansas System Division Agriculture Cooperative Extension 
Service, offers the latest research-based information in the areas 
of family and consumer science, agriculture and community de-
velopment.

EHC has local councils in 70 Arkansas counties and supports 
4-H club work as a vital part of the county Extension program.

Across the state EHC local clubs give assistance to a variety 
of worthy causes, including hospitals and other health facilities, 
food pantries, day care centers, charitable organizations and 
families in crisis along with offering opportunities to residents 
statewide to learn heirloom arts and crafts.

Howard proclaimed the month of May to recognize Pike 
County EHC programs and asked that fellow citizens across Ar-
kansas join their fellow state residents in recognizing and par-
ticipating in the program.

EHC STATEWIDE
By Rebekah Hall • U of A System Division of Agriculture
As the largest volunteer organization in the state, the Arkan-

sas Extension Homemakers Council and its nearly 3,000 mem-
bers are dedicated to improving their communities and their 
quality of life. To recognize the organization’s achievements and 
contributions to the state, celebrate May as Extension Home-
makers Month in Arkansas.

The Arkansas Extension Homemakers program was started 
in 1912 by the Cooperative Extension Service, the outreach and 
teaching arm of the University of Arkansas System Division of 
Agriculture, to expand the reach of extension programming. 
The organization has a three-part mission: lifelong learning, 
community service and leadership development.

“The purpose of the three-part mission of EHC is to empower 
people to improve quality of life,” said Laura Hendrix, extension 
associate professor of personal finance and consumer econom-
ics for the Division of Agriculture and advisor to EHC. “While 
EHC has been around for decades, recent years have seen in-
creased use of new technology and methods to stay connected. 
Members meet via Zoom and Facebook Live, and webpages and 
materials are updated for accessibility.”

Hendrix said that in 2023, 5,491 volunteers with EHC contrib-
uted more than 200,000 hours of community service, valued at 
$6.7 million.

“The Cooperative Extension Service and Arkansas Extension 
Homemakers have partnered on EHC programs for more than 
100 years,” Hendrix said. “EHC clubs and councils collaborate 
with business, community and public service organizations and 
leaders in their local communities. Arkansas EHC also partners 
with a variety of organizations at the state level, including the 
Arkansas Food Bank, the University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences and Arkansas Children’s Hospital.”

From 2019-2022, Arkansas EHC focused on food insecurity 
as its state project. Members raised more than 4.5 million meals 
through food drives and monetary donations to local food pan-
tries and the state’s six regional food banks. 

In 2023, the organization kicked off its next state project, EHC 
Cares, focusing on mental health awareness. Dot Hart, a mem-
ber of the New Horizons EHC Club in Jefferson County, said she 
brought this topic to the state EHC board.

“Mental health awareness is close to my heart,” Hart said. 
“I pitched that to our board, it’s personal to me. We’ve offered 
mental health first aid training to our EHC members and com-
munity members, and a couple of counties have done crafting 
for mental health awareness or mental health walks.”

Hart said the project aims to destigmatize mental health and 
educate members — and by extension, their communities — 
about available mental health resources.

“It’s just about being that advocate,” Hart said. “I always say, 
Extension Homemakers are boots on the ground. That’s how I 
look at us.”

LEADING AND LEARNING WITH EHC
As part of the continuing education mission, Hendrix said 

extension specialists and agents develop non-formal educa-

tional programs and train volunteers to teach others the latest 
research-based information about money management, health, 
nutrition and personal development.

EHC also offers training and opportunities for members to 
serve in leadership roles, such as in their club, county and state 
offices. Deb Teague, a member of The Scrappers EHC Club in 
Lawrence County, said EHC has helped her become a leader in 
her day-to-day life.

“The leadership development portion of our organization 
has benefitted me more than any other part,” Teague said. “It’s 
helped me with other roles I hold in my life.”

Teague has served as president of her county Extension 
Homemakers Council, the creative skills chair, and district di-
rector of the Delta District for the EHC state office. She currently 
serves as the organization’s president-elect and will take office 
as president in July.

“When I talk to people about EHC, the most common thing 
they say is, ‘I have a job, I’m not a homemaker,’” Teague said. “I 
always tell people that if you have a place where you live, where 
you cook and clean, you are a homemaker. Our organization has 
valuable information that can help you on a wide variety of sub-
jects, to help you do what you’re already doing in a better way.

“Our leadership focus can give you tools to do your job bet-
ter,” Teague said. “Our community service can help get your 
name out there, and it can go on your resume and look good to 
employers. Our organization can assist you with what you’re 
already doing.”

Hart said EHC has helped her become more vocal as a leader 
and an individual.

“I have grown so much as a person, as a leader,” Hart said. 
“I’m originally from Kentucky, and people don’t believe me 
when I say that I’m shy, I’m quiet. But if there’s a passion, I’m 
an advocate. If I feel that there’s a need, I want to be that voice. 
I want to make that difference. And extension has allowed me 
to do that.”

Hart has served as associate and district director of the Delta 
District. She has also served as vice president of the National 
Volunteer Outreach Network, a collection of service organiza-
tions from ten states, with which Arkansas Extension Home-
makers Council is affiliated. Arkansas EHC is also affiliated of 
Associated Country Women of the World, a global organiza-
tion with members from 82 countries.

POWER OF SOCIAL CONNECTION
EHC also provides an important opportunity for members 

to socialize with each other, which has emotional and physical 
benefits.

“Social connection provides value in increased physical 
health, improved mental health and lower risk of hospitaliza-
tion, emergency department visits and death,” Hendrix said.

Hendrix said a recent survey of EHC members shows that 83 
percent have increased social connections because of the pro-
gram.

“This is especially important because social connection is a 
critical component of well-being, healthy aging, longevity and 
prevention of neurodegeneration,” Hendrix said.

Teague, who owns a 1,000-acre rice and soybean farm with 
her husband, said EHC has helped her connect with women in 
her community, which is especially welcome in her male-domi-
nated field of agriculture.

“I am around men all the time, there are very few females in 
the farming world,” Teague said. “Whether I’m picking up parts 
or paying bills, it’s all men. So, Extension Homemakers Council 
gives me an outlet that’s mostly women to socialize with. When 
you get a bunch of women together, we can commiserate and 
build each other up.”

Hart said her favorite part of being in EHC has been the fel-
lowship with fellow members.

“I love community,” she said. “I am a community volunteer, 
and I just like the programs that extension offers. I really like 
sharing and taking part in that. It’s one big family, and it gives 
us a chance to have fellowship and enjoy each other.”

To learn more about Arkansas Extension Homemakers Coun-
cil or join a local club, visit the Arkansas Extension Homemakers 
Council webpage at  www.uaex.uada.edu/life-skills-wellness/
extension-homemakers/ or contact Eva Langley at the Pike 
County Cooperative Extension Service, (870) 285-2161. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF CLARA 
JEANETTE HARVEY, Deceased   Case No.: 55PR-23-38 
To: Damon Vaught & Cameron Vaught C/O Dora Whitaker 
329 Grant 561 Sheridan, AR. 72150 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE OF 

CLARA JEANETTE HARVEY, Deceased : Please take no-
tice, that on May 30, 2025, at 9:00 am, Petitioners, Mike and 
Mary Dycus, by and through counsel, Tisha L. Martin, Attor-
ney at Law, Nashville, Arkansas, will bring on to be heard the 
attached Petition for Probate of Will, Clara Jeanette Harvey, 
deceased. The hearing will be held in the Pike County Circuit 
Court, located at 305 Industrial Park Dr., Murfreesboro, Ar-
kansas, 71958, with the Honorable Bryan L. Chesshir presid-
ing. Failure to appear in court on the above matter may affect 
any rights you may have in this cause. 

Prepared by: 
Tisha L. Martin
 PO Box 1066, Nashville, Arkansas, 71852 
Ph: (870) 686-0074; Fax: (870) 455-0045 
tmartin@martinlawark.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

(t.m., 168w. 44,45)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF CLARA JEANETTE 
HARVEY, Deceased   Case No.: 55PR-23-38 
To: ASHLEY EASTERLY, aka ASHLEY HEDGES 127 Resource 
Drive, Sheridan, Arkansas, 72150 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE OF 

CLARA JEANETTE HARVEY,Deceased: Please take notice, 
that on May 30, 2025, at 9:00 am, Petitioners, Mike and Mary 
Dycus, by and through counsel, Tisha L. Martin, Attorney at 
Law, Nashville, Arkansas, will bring on to be heard the at-
tached Petition for Probate of Will, Clara Jeanette Harvey, de-
ceased. The hearing will be held in the Pike County Circuit 
Court, located at 305 Industrial Park Dr., Murfreesboro, Arkan-
sas, 71958, with the Honorable Bryan L. Chesshir presiding. 
Failure to appear in court on the above matter may affect any 
rights you may have in this cause. 
Prepared by: 
Tisha L. Martin
PO Box 1066, Nashville, Arkansas, 71852 Ph: (870) 686-0074; 
Fax: (870) 455-0045 tmartin@martinlawark.com 

PUBLIC NOTICE

(t.m. 166w. 44,45)

Daisy Fire Department is accepting bids for Mowing at the 
Daisy Fire Department.  Sealed bids need to be received by 
June 09, 2025. Daisy Fire Department PO Box 39 Kirby AR, 
71950.

Daisy Council is accepting bids for Mowing and Park 
Clean up at the City Park in Daisy, Sealed bids need to be 
received by June 09, 2025.  City of Daisy PO Box 39 Kirby 
AR, 71950.
This publication was paid for by the City of Daisy.  The amount paid for 
this publication is $61.20. (c.o.d. 68w., 45,46)

PUBLIC NOTICE

2025 PROPOSED BUDGET: FIRE DEPARTMENT
BEGINNING BALANCE:   $3, 711.09

REVENUE:
FIRE DUES:                        $8,000.00
CHAMBERS INTEREST   $10.00
ACT 833                              $2,000.00

TOTAL REVENUE:           $10,010.00

EXPENSES:
WATER                                               $500.00
SOUTH CENTRAL ELECTRIC      $1,800.00
DAISY GENERAL FUND (p/r)     $1,200.00
PLYLERS HOME CENTER             $100.00
FUEL                                                   $300.00
ADVERTISEMENT                          $100.00
MOWING                                          $500.00
MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT            $ --
TRUCK REPAIRS                             $1,000.00
POSTAGE                                          $50.00
MOWING/EUGENE W.                 $500.00
REYNOLDS RADIO                        $300.00
FIREMAN CALLS                           $500.00
PIKE COUNTY FIRE CHIEF          $362.00
AWI                                                    $200.00
WORKERS COMP                           $340.00
LIFE INSURANCE                          $25.00
LARRY PUMP SERVICE                $200.00

TOTAL EXPENSES: $7,977.00  

This publication was paid for by the City of Daisy.  The amount paid for 
this publication is $96.30. (c.o.d. 107w., 45,46)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Staff photo

MAY IS EHC MONTH ... Pictured above is: (L to R) Eva Langley, Pike County U-A Extension Service Staff Chair; Avonne Petty, 
Pisgah Club representative; Jeanette Deaton, Pike County Arkansas Extension Homemakers Council President; Eddie Howard, 
Pike County Judge; Ginny Evans, East Delight Club representative and Betty Epperson, Glenwood Club representative. The group 
recently gathered at the Pike County Courthouse to mark the announcement of May being declared EHC month in Pike County.

Campbell fundraiser 
set for Saturday

May named EHC month in Pike 
County, state of Arkansas
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Obituaries

Robert Thomas Shefelton, 
Jr., age 63, of Norman, passed 
away on May 3, 2025, at home 
with his wife at his side. He 
was born on October 8, 1961, 
to Robert Thomas Shefelton, 
Sr., and Judith Claire Bebout, 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

Robert married the love 
of his life, Sherry, on Decem-
ber 30, 1990, in the middle of 
Operation Desert Storm. He 
was a member of Glenwood 
First Baptist Church. Robert 
received his MBA from Upper 
Iowa University in 2015. He 
had served 23 years in the mili-
tary and retired as a MSGT. He 
was an active volunteer in the 
community. He was the inter-
im minister of Norman Meth-
odist Church and preached 
two Sundays a month, and he 
was a part of the prison min-
istry to share the word of the 
Lord with the prisoners. Rob-
ert was a part of the Murfrees-
boro Athletic Department, as a 
coach to many, keeping stats 
for football, and announcing 
baseball and softball, and vol-
unteering for t-ball and high 
school sports. He coached 

football and wrestling at Fort 
Riley Middle School in Fort Ri-
ley, Kansas. In his spare time, 
he volunteered at food banks 
and with senior citizens. He 
was a talented carpenter, loved 
bird watching, and garden-
ing. He loved spending time 
with his two granddaughters, 
who were the sunshine of his 
life. His love for animals, es-
pecially horses, ran deep, and 
his passion for their care was 
evident in every thoughtful 
gesture.

Robert is preceded in death 
by his father, Robert Thomas 
Shefelton, Sr., and his brother, 
Guy Mitchell Shefelton. He is 
survived by his wife, Sherry 
Thompson Shefelton of Nor-
man, his mother, Judith Be-
bout Shefelton of Waynesville, 
NC, and his son, Robert Thom-
as Shefelton III (AnnaLisa Lar-
radale) of San Antonio, Texas. 
His daughters, Kalley Michelle 
Cline (Justin) of Norman, and 
Samantha Nicole Shefelton 
(Nicholas Wayne Baker) of De-
Queen. Grandchildren, Laney 
Michelle Cline and Ada Grace 
Cline. His brothers, Christo-
pher Alan Shefelton, Sr. (Deb-
bie), of Waynesville, NC, and 
Charles Emerson Shefelton 
(Barbara) of Charlottesville, 
VA, and a host of nieces, neph-
ews, extended family mem-
bers, and a host of wonderful 
friends. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider making a donation to 
The Wounded Warrior Project 
in his honor at  thewounded-
warriorproject.com.

PIKE COUNTY SKYWATCHERS
BY RICK FLOYD

Recently I was told of a man here in the county who fears the 
dark so much that he has flooded the outside of the house and 
yard with light, and sleeps with the house lights on. I began to 
wonder about fears that are somehow related to the sky.

There is a scene in the animated classic A Charlie Brown 
Christmas where Charlie, feeling low, consults Lucy at her Ther-
apy Booth, and after paying the nickel fee she began translating 
possible fears of his into phobias.

Phobias are numerous and the sky, and things in the sky, take 
their share. Excessive fear of the dark is Nyctophobia from the 
Greek word for night. Fear of the starry sky is Astrophobia, of 
the Moon Selenophobia and of clouds Nephophobia.  There are 
those who fear looking up at the sky, especially the night sky. This 
fear is often accompanied by the fear that they will fall toward the 
void and disappear, and is called Casadastraphobia.  

Several fears have unofficial phobia names. Fear of the Sun 
(or of the Sun exploding) is Heliophobia, and fear of the dawn is 
Eosophobia. Fear of sunsets is simply called sunset anxiety, and 
clearly relates to the coming of darkness when Nyctophobia be-
comes a factor. On the bright side, those who love sunsets are 
Opacarophiles, and lovers of the Moon are Selenophiles.

Those who think having only one phobia is a waste of energy 
can join Charlie Brown and have a fear of everything or Phanto-
phobia.

Who’s afraid of the heavens?

Robert Thomas Shefelton, 63,  Norman

With heavy hearts, we 
share the passing of Billy Ray 
Lee on May 7, 2025, at the age 
of 86. Bill was born to James 
and Martha Lee on November 
19, 1938. He was a devoted 
family man with a larger-than-
life personality who never met 
a stranger. His smile could 
light up a room the moment 
he walked in.

On September 23, 1961, Bill 
married the love of his life, 
Sue. Together, they had four 
children: Billy, Felicia, Jeremy, 
and Heath.

Bill attended the Univer-
sity of Arkansas and Southern 
Arkansas University, where 
he earned a bachelor’s degree 
in Agricultural Education. He 
taught agriculture for 17 years 
in Plummerville, AR, and con-
cluded his teaching career in 
Delight after 13 years. Over his 
30-year teaching journey, he 
was affectionately known as 
“Mr. Lee” to thousands of stu-
dents. FFA was a way of life in 
the Lee household—so much 
so that all three of his sons fol-
lowed in his footsteps to be-
come agriculture teachers, car-
rying forward a legacy of blue 
and gold for generations.

After retiring from teach-
ing, Bill worked as an insur-
ance agent for Farm Bureau 
for 21 years. He loved people, 
conversation, and storytelling, 
and selling insurance gave 
him the chance to visit with 
folks for hours and he and Sue 
were able to travel the world 
during this time. In his later 
years, after retiring from Farm 
Bureau, Bill spent his days on 

his farm, riding his tractor and 
tending to his cattle.

Bill loved to tell a story, 
and some of his favorite top-
ics included all things Chevy, 
Black Angus cattle, the Dal-
las Cowboys, and Dale Earn-
hardt. However, more than 
any of those subjects, his eyes 
would light up when he got to 
share his love for his Lord and 
Savior. Bill was a deacon at 
his church and loved sharing 
about the Lord.

Bill was preceded in death 
by his parents, James and Mar-
tha Lee; his daughter, Felicia 
Ann Summers; his son-in-law, 
Robert Summers; and his sib-
lings, Clara Fae McKinnon, 
Sally White, and Jack Lee.

He is survived by his wife 
of 64 years, Sue, and his sons: 
Billy Lee Jr. (Cindy), Jeremy 
Lee (Jeanie), and Heath Lee 
(Bobbie Jo). He also leaves be-
hind his grandchildren: Taylor 
and Summer Lee, Tabitha Oller 
(Daniel), Tiffany Couch (Ca-
den), Samantha Stone (Trey), 
Shane Aleshire (Dala), Chris 
Aleshire (Shannon), Brandi 
Squires (Will), Madison Lee, 
and Rhett Lee. Great-grand-
children include Braylin Sum-
mers, Cade Robert and Cruz 
Couch, Rowlan and Fisher 
Stone, Mackenzie, Katie, and 
Brody Aleshire, Elaina and 
Eliza Aleshire, and Ziva, Em-
meline, and Solomon Squires. 
Great-great-grandchild, Wy-
att. His sister Susie “Blossie” 
Jester and a multitude of niec-
es and nephews and cousins.

The family received friends 
on Friday, May 9, 2025 at Lat-
imer Funeral Home in Mur-
freesboro.

Funeral services for Mr. Lee 
were held on Saturday May 
10, 2025 at Delight First Baptist 
Church with Bro. John David 
Watson and Bro. Bill Williams 
officiating. Interment followed 
in the Delight Cemetery, under 
the direction of Latimer Funer-
al Home of Murfreesboro.

You may send an online 
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com

Billy Ray Lee, 86, Murfreesboro

They do have a name for it!

Church to help provide meals for children this summer
MURFREESBORO -- In partnership with Harvest Food Bank 

of Texarkana, Murfreesboro’s First United Methodist Church 
(FUMC) will be offering summer meals for children 18 years 
and younger during the summer while school is out of session.

The program is free and will provide meals for every day of 
the week to participants.

The meals will be distributed on Mondays and Thursdays 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. from May 19-August 3.

Parents and guardians may pick up the meals for their chil-
dren without the children present.

Monday distributions will include three meals, while Thurs-
day pickups will have four meals.

The press release said the USDA Summer Feeding Program 
provides “nutritious meals.”

Meals may be picked up at the Methodist Church’s Blessed 
Beginnings building, located at 403 Second Avenue in Murfrees-
boro. Participants are asked to enter from the FUMC Family Life 
Center on Third Street.

For more information on the program, call the church at (870) 
285-2579.

Nashville man sentenced to jail after fifth DWI charge
MURFREESBORO -- A Nashville man was sentenced Monday 

in Pike County Circuit Court for a fifth offense of driving while 
intoxicated.

Freddie L. Robinson, 57, pled guilty to the felony charge and 
was sentenced to a total of five years in the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Corrections with three years suspended. He was also 
fined $1,000 plus court costs.

CHARGE FILED
Carl Glen Self, 52, of Murfreesboro, was charged April 29 in 

Pike County Circuit Court with felony possession of metham-

phetamine and drug paraphernalia. Self pled innocent on May 5 
and his bond was set at $10,000 with a June 2 pretrial date.

Self was arrested on April 25 by Murfreesboro Officer Bran-
don Copeland, with an assist from Pike County K9 deputy Bret 
Reid, following a traffic stop for expired vehicle tags. A search of 
his vehicle produced evidence for the charges.

ANTOINE -- The Pike County Extension Homemakers Club 
(EHC) invites the public to a special communitywide event fea-
turing the Pleasant Hill Quilters on Saturday, May 17, 2025, at 
Harrison Chapel Church in Antoine, Arkansas. The event will 
run from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM and promises a moving and edu-
cational experience for attendees of all ages.

This gathering is more than just a celebration of quilting — it’s 
a fundraiser supporting the historic Rosenwald School, located 
next to the church. Admission is $15 per participant, with pro-
ceeds going toward the preservation and revitalization of this 
important cultural landmark.

The Pleasant Hill Quilting Group, a talented and passion-
ate circle of women committed to preserving the art of quilt-
making, will present a dynamic and engaging program centered 
around the Underground Railroad Quilt Code. Through a com-
bination of storytelling, historical narrative, and soulful spiritual 
singing, the quilters will explore how quilts were used as coded 
messages to guide enslaved people to freedom along the Under-
ground Railroad.

Attendees will learn about the patterns and symbols sewn 
into the quilts, each holding meaning and instruction for those 
escaping to the North. The presentation will highlight the cre-
ative ingenuity and quiet courage of those who used everyday 
objects—like quilts—as tools for survival and resistance.

This event offers a unique opportunity to learn about a power-
ful chapter in American history through the lens of art, music, 
and community. Join the Pleasant Hill Quilters and Pike County 
EHC for an unforgettable afternoon of education, inspiration, 
and support for a worthy cause.

Mark your calendar and be part of this meaningful event. 

Pleasant Hill Quilters to Present 
Powerful Fundraiser in Antoine
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2025 MURFREESBORO HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

D.J. BARNES
Parents/Guardians: Mark Barnes and 

Alma Barnes
9-12 Honors & Activities: A/B honor 

roll
Plans After Graduation: Firefighter

CHLOIE BECK
Parents/Guardians: Linda and Derek 

Whisenhunt and Cody and Jennifer Beck
9-12 Honors & Activities: Softball, 

FFA, Band (Drum Major), Archery
Plans After Graduation: University of 

Central Arkansas -- Agri Business
Scholarship Amount: $1,000

ISAAC BUSH
Parents/Guardians: Melissa Bush and 

Brad Bush
9-12 Honors & Activities: FACS 

Completer 
Plans After Graduation: Work 

CAMERON CAMPBELL
Parents/Guardians: Melissa Campbell
9-12 Honors & Activities: MHS EAST 

Livestream Team
Plans After Graduation: College

JAMES CHANEY
Parents/Guardians: Jill and Dennis 

Chaney 
9-12 Honors & Activities: 2024- 

Environmental Science, East community 
partner collaboration award. 2022- Spanish 
1, Civics and Economics award. 9th-12th 
Beta club, Esports, Archery. Football 
Manager 2022-2024. Microsoft and East 
Completer. (Sophomore and Senior class 
vice president) 

Plans After Graduation: Henderson State 
University - Undecided

Scholarship Amount: $3,000

ETHAN COLEMAN
Parents/Guardians: Amanda Woodley 

and Adam Coleman
9-12 Honors & Activities: Esports, Quiz 

Bowl
Plans After Graduation: Henderson 

State University, Marketing Management
Scholarship Amount: $28,000

LATHAN COMPTON
Parents/Guardians: Heidi Scott and 

Justin Compton
9-12 Honors & Activities: Golf, Football 

and Baseball
Plans After Graduation: CCCUA -- 

Business Degree

LAYNE COX
Parents/Guardians: Mom: Courtney 

Rather Dad: Trent Cox Grandmother: 
Selina Russell 

9-12 Honors & Activities: Golf, Beta 
Club

Plans After Graduation: CCCUA and 
Workforce

Scholarship Amount: $8,000

CESAR REYES
Parents/Guardians: Rudy Alexander 

Cruz Linares and Dignora Beatriz Reyes 
Paredes

9-12 Honors & Activities: Basketball, 
Track 

Plans After Graduation: Workforce
Scholarship Amount: $1,000

KALEB DELAROSA
Parents/Guardians: Nicky Sigman and 

Coy Sigman
9-12 Honors & Activities: MHS 

Football, MHS Track
Plans After Graduation: Tradeschool -- 

Plumbing & HVAC

CAYDEN DIXON
Parents/Guardians: Michelle Russey 

Desmon Dixon/Markie Dixon 
9-12 Honors & Activities: 10th-11th-

12th grade beta, Award of Excellence, 
basketball, football, 11th grade FBLA, 
basketball, football, student of the month, 
King Fox

Plans After Graduation: Henderson 
State University, Aviation Degree

Scholarship Amount: $12,500

TYLER ELLIS
Parents/Guardians: Brandon and 

Brenda Ellis 
9-12 Honors & Activities: Art
Plans After Graduation: Workforce at 

York Gary AutoPlex 

TAIDEN FANNIN
Parents/Guardians: Nathan Fannin, 

Rebeckah Fannin
9-12 Honors & Activities: MHS EAST, 

MHS Livestream Team, eSports
Plans After Graduation:  Computer 

Hardware Engineer

ANIYAH HARRIS
Parents/Guardians: Donald & Kizzie 

Harris
9-12 Honors & Activities: Beta Club 

Member
Plans After Graduation: Henderson 

State University, Aviation
Scholarship Amount: $12,895 JANIYAH HARRIS

Parents/Guardians: Donald & Kizzie 
Harris

9-12 Honors & Activities: Beta and 
science club member, tourism completer

Plans After Graduation: Henderson 
State University, Registered Nursing

Scholarship Amount: $12,895

Graduation is not the end of a 
tough journey. It is the beginning 

of a beautiful one

Caddo Trading Company                
   Town Square Gallery

870-285-2029
Murfreesboro Mini Mall

870-285-2700

   Caddo Antiques
870-285-2780

KaDoHa Indian Village
870-285-3736

Congratulations Congratulations

61 Courthouse Sq• Murfreesboro • 870-285-3133

Be Bold, Be Couarageous, Be Your Best

503 E.  Antioch St. • Delight •  870-379-2293
Equal Housing 

Lender
Member FDIC

Be bold, be courageous, be your best!

Proud Supporter of All Our  2025 Graduates! 
Congratulations

CONGRATS 2025 GRADUATES!!!
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DAELYN HENDERSON
Parents/Guardians: Tabby Henderson, 

Mark Henderson
9-12 Honors & Activities: Art, Football, 

Archery
Plans After Graduation: Lyons College 

-- Psychology 

NATHAN HILL
Parents/Guardians: Cassie and Byron 

Tolliver, Shaun and  Kellie Hill
9-12 Honors & Activities: Certificate of 

Participation - Special Olympics
Plans After Graduation: Howard 

County Children’s Center Day Service 
Program

JOCEE HOLT
Parents/Guardians: Lacy Womack, 

Wesley Womack, and Joesph Holt
9-12 Honors & Activities: 1. Honors: 

All A honorable, 2024 Homecoming 
Queen 2. Clubs: BETA, FBLA, FCA, 
Student Council, science club. 3. Awards: 
FBLA:3x District and State finalists, and 
National qualifier. BETA: State Finalist 
and Nationals Qualifier. Science Club: V, 
Student Council: Class Representative. 
Sports: MHS Lady Rattler Basketball and 
Cheer. 

Plans After Graduation: Southern 
Arkansas University  and  University 
Arkansas Little Rock -- Event Planning 
Lawyer

Scholarship Amount: $8,500

TRISTA HOWARD
Parents/Guardians: Amanda Self
9-12 Honors & Activities: MHS Band
Plans After Graduation: Workforce

JAMIE HOWELL
Parents/Guardians: Shana and Caleb 

Howell
9-12 Honors & Activities: FBLA chapter 

vice president 11th-12th, EAST completor, 
Beta member 9th-11th, Science Club 
Graphic Designer, yearbook in 9th grade, 
Basketball, Golf 11th-12th, FCA leader, all 
A honor roll 9-12th, student council vice 
president 11th-12th, student council class 
officer vice president 9th and 11th

Plans After Graduation: Arkansas State 
University - Biology/Pre-Med, Pediatrician

Scholarship Amount: $37,000

WESTON LAMB
Parents/Guardians: Shannon and 

Amanda Lamb
9-12 Honors & Activities: Beta club, gt, 

basketball, all a honor roll, honor graduate, 
golf, ag completer

Plans After Graduation: University of 
Arkansas at Monticello -- Land Surveying

Scholarship Amount: $39,000

CASH LOWERY
Parents/Guardians: Jarrod Lowery and 

Genia Cox 
9-12 Honors & Activities: Football, 

basketball, baseball, and ag completer 
Plans After Graduation: Lineman 

School

BRODY MAROON
Parents/Guardians: Scott and Carie 

Maroon
9-12 Honors & Activities: Football (9-

12), Baseball (9-12), BETA, FBLA, FCA, 
Honor Roll (9-12), Agriculture CTE 
Completer

Plans After Graduation: UA-Rich 
Mountain -- Baseball Scholarship -- 
Agriculture Degree

Scholarship Amount: $15,000

JADA MATTHEWS
Parents/Guardians: Candice Hughes 

and Jackie Matthews
9-12 Honors & Activities: EAST, Agri, 

and FACS completer. FCCLA and Science 
Club President. A/B honor roll

Plans After Graduation: Henderson 
State University, Criminal Justice

Scholarship Amount: $39,580

SANTANA MCMILLIAN
Parents/Guardians: Brandon and 

Autumn McMillian
9-12 Honors & Activities: Beta, 

Basketball, track, softball FCA club 
Plans After Graduation: CCCUA, 

Occupational Therapy Assistant
Scholarship Amount: $39,580

ALBERT QUIROZ
Parents/Guardians: Angelo & Mary 

Quiroz
9-12 Honors & Activities: MHS 

Football 
Plans After Graduation: Workforce, 

Weyerhaeuser 

JAMES KELLY WILLIAMS
Parents/Guardians: Sharon Walton
9-12 Honors & Activities: Certificate of 

Participation -- Special Olympics
Plans After Graduation: Carpenter and 

Youtuber

KYLIE RAY
Parents/Guardians: Tandie Ray -- 

mother, Hans Ray -- father, Summer Ray 
-- step mother

9-12 Honors & Activities: Science Club, 
Rattler Softball

Plans After Graduation: CCCUA, 
Physical Therapy Assistant

Scholarship Amount: $13,000

Equal 
Housing 
Lender

Hours: 
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
Monday-Thursday; 

8:30 AM - 5:00 PM  Friday (870) 285-2228 Member 
FDIC

FIRST STATE BANK

                 We’re community people,

      Congratulation 2025 Seniors

OF PIKE COUNTY
322 E. 13th Street • Murfreesboro

Special congrats
To our Queen 

Girls!

Be strong, be brave, be 
fearless; you are never alone

Queen of Diamonds Inn
318 N. Washington Ave. • Murfreesboro

870-285-3105

Chloe Scoggin Kinleigh Sullivan
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NATALIE PERRIN
Parents/Guardians: Beth Perrin
9-12 Honors & Activities: 9th grade- 

Basketball, softball, cheer BETA and FBLA 
member. 10th grade-Basketball,softball, 
cheer A/B honor roll, Homecoming court, 
student council representative, FBLA and 
BETA member .11th grade-basketball, 
softball, cheer, golf, All A honor roll, award 
of excellence in sociology 1, student council 
treasure, FBLA and BETA member 12th 
grade-basketball, softball, cheer, All A 
honor roll, homecoming court, student 
council reporter, 4 time state qualifier for 
FBLA, 2 time national qualifier for FBLA,  
BETA and FCA member

Plans After Graduation: Ouachita 
Baptist University -- Political Science, 
Lawyer

Scholarship Amount: $108,000

BRIANNA CLARISSA ROSILIER
Parents/Guardians: Brisneyda Flores 
9-12 Honors & Activities: FACS 

Completer 
Plans After Graduation: Workforce and 

Cosmetology School.
Scholarship Amount: $1,000

ALYSSA RUIZ
Parents/Guardians: Brenda Ruiz and 

the late Damiel Ruiz
9-12 Honors & Activities: all american 

cheerleader, science club, 9-12 softball 
player, 10-12 yearbook staff member.

Plans After Graduation: Henderson 
State University -- Psychology 

Scholarship Amount: $15,000

MASON SANDERS
Parents/Guardians: Susan King and 

Randy King
9-12 Honors & Activities: FBLA, Golf, 

Tennis, Basketball manager
Plans After Graduation: Arkansas State 

University 
Scholarship Amount: $12,200

CHLOE SCOGGIN
Parents/Guardians: Kyla Combs and 

Tracy Scoggin
9-12 Honors & Activities: AB honor roll, 

FBLA,BETA,FCA , completer in ag, 9-12 
lady rattler basketball, GT,

Plans After Graduation: University of 
Central Arkansas - Radiology

Scholarship Amount: $24,000

JAMES SILVA
Parents/Guardians: Robert and Candace 

Silva
9-12 Honors & Activities: 4.0 GPA, 

Honor Graduate, Beta Club, Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes, Future Business 
Leaders of America, Influencing My Peers 
As Christian Teens, MHS Golf, MHS 
Basketball, MHS Baseball Manager. 

Plans After Graduation: Hendeson State 
University -- Undecided

Scholarship Amount: $38,000

BRODY SMITH
Parents/Guardians: Brittany Smith and 

Shaun Smith
9-12 Honors & Activities: MHS eSports
Plans After Graduation: Arkansas Tech 

University
Scholarship Amount: $7,395

CAMERON STEVENS
Parents/Guardians: Ben and Breanna 

Stevens
9-12 Honors & Activities: football and 

baseball
Plans After Graduation: Workforce

LAYKEN STONE
Parents/Guardians: Channing and 

LeAnn McDaniel and Ben Stone and 
Ashley Webb

9-12 Honors & Activities: Art Club, 
BETA Club

Plans After Graduation: Plant to attend 
Cossatot for a semester and then transfer to 
an out of state college to major in Marine 
Conservation

Scholarship Amount: $9,000

KINLEIGH SULLIVAN 
Parents/Guardians: Hannah Sullivan and 

Josh and Autumn Sullivan 
9-12 Honors & Activities: 9-12 A B 

honor roll , Beta club 
Plans After Graduation: Harding 

University -- Speech Pathology
Scholarship Amount: $155,000

ALLI SYNCO
Parents/Guardians: Nancy Synco
9-12 Honors & Activities: MHS Band, 

MHS Honor Roll, Spanish Completer
Plans After Graduation: University 

of Arkansas Little Rock and UAMS -- 
Radiology

Scholarship Amount: $13,000

MAKENNA TAYLOR
Parents/Guardians: Monica and Jerry 

White 
9-12 Honors & Activities: MHS Honor 

Roll
Plans After Graduation: National Park 

College -- Radiologic Technology
Scholarship Amount: $75,000

ANNA TERRELL
Parents/Guardians: Phil Terrell and 

Bridgette Gray
9-12 Honors & Activities: Beta, fccla, 

band, and science club
Plans After Graduation: Henderson 

State University -- Elementary Education
Scholarship Amount: $5,500

ALLIE WICKER 
Parents/Guardians: Erin Wicker
9-12 Honors & Activities: 2nd, 1st, 1st 

in an RCA Essay and Visual Art contest. 
5th place Junior Year for digital art in beta. 
Play clarinet in band, am in beta, art, esports, 
quizbowl, gt, and archery. Band honor 
graduate.  

Plans After Graduation: CCCUA
Scholarship Amount: $155,000

CONGRATS 2025 GRADUATES!!!

Congratulations
And so the adventure begins...

Believe you can and you’re halfway there
Class of 2025

Dino Dig
1124 N. Washington

Murfreesboro • 870-285-3466

Gypsy  Underground
319 N. Washington Ave

Murfreesboro • 870-285-4097

Pawn Kings
1202 N. Washington

Murfreesboro • 870-285-3239

Congratulations 

Phil Terrell and Employees• Murfreesboro Hardware 
216 N. Washington • 870-285-3491

Be Bright, Be Brave, Be Bold, 
Be Beautiful, Be You!

Class of 25

Congrats to our 
Special graduates! 

Anna Terrell Alli Synco Be the change that you wish to see in the world!

People’s Pharmacy
317 E. 13th St.  • M’boro • 870-285-2111

Congradulations
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LAYTAN WALTER WILCHER
Parents/Guardians: Billy and Tanya 

Wilcher
9-12 Honors & Activities: Beta, GT,  

FCA, Football, Golf, Basketball, Baseball
Plans After Graduation: UA Cossatot -- 

Lockesburg  Industrial Maintenance
Scholarship Amount: $9,532

BRADEN WRIGHT
Parents/Guardians: Ashley and Wesley 

Wright
9-12 Honors & Activities: MHS EAST, 

MHS Livestream Team
Plans After Graduation: Arkansas Tech 

-- Computer Engineering 

ELIJAH STRAWN 
Parents/Guardians: Larry and Linda 

Strawn 
9-12 Honors & Activities: MHS EAST
Plans After Graduation: Workforce

REID SPRADLIN
Parents/Guardians: Jeff and Sabrina 

Spradlin
9-12 Honors & Activities: All-A Honor 

Roll- Grades 9-12, Varsity cheer, Varsity 
softball, Varsity basketball, National Beta 
Club, Student Council, Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA), Yearbook, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA), 
Science Club, Education Accelerated by 
Service and Technology (EAST), MHS 
Office Aide, Gifted and Talented Program 
(GT), Delight First Missionary Baptist 
Church Youth

Plans After Graduation: Southern 
Arkansas University, Register Nurse

Scholarship Amount: $28,000

JENNA MAY
Parents/Guardians: Christopher and 

Celeste May
9-12 Honors & Activities: Basketball, 

Softball, Cheer, FBLA- District President/
District VP, Student Council- Reporter, 
Science Club- Reporter, G/T, BETA, Class 
Office- President

Plans After Graduation: Ouachita Baptist 
University, Pre Professional-Kinesiology for 
Physical Therapy

Scholarship Amount: $69,900SENIORS LAST DAY AT MHS

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SOUTH PIKE COUNTY SCHOOLS
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Murfreesboro church 
of Christ

305 S. Second Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 • Worship 10:20

Sun. eve. 6 p.m. • Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.

Bro. Buddy Ray

Bank of Delight
503 E. Antioch St.  Delight

(870) 379-2293

Trinity Missionary 
Baptist Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro
• Worship 11 a.m. • Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.  

• Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
•Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy

To reserve this space for your 
church services or business...

Call Christy at
870-285-2723

HAVE AN ITEM YOU’D LIKE TO 
SEE INCLUDED?

email us at 
mdiamond@windstream.net

Attend Church 
This Sunday!

‘Dear Preacher’
By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ

I WAS ONLY JOKING 
Proverbs 26:18-19: Like a 

madman who throws fire-
brands, arrows and death, 
is the man who deceives his 
neighbor and says, “I was 
only joking!” 

The man in our text who 
was rebuked was one who de-
ceived his neighbor! Perhaps 
the man he deceived or lied 
to had been a longtime friend. 
The lie damaged their other-
wise profitable association. 
A relationship that had taken 
years to develop and cultivate 
was destroyed by not telling 
the truth or simply misleading 
someone that had always been 
trusted. The apology sounded 
something like this, “I was 
joking.” Something said that 
sounded sincere was not the 
truth. So much is at stake in 
our relationship as sons and 
daughters of God. We are di-

vinely connected and when 
one of our fellow Christians is 
wounded, we all suffer. Noth-
ing we do or say is without 
immediate and eternal conse-
quences. Sincerity and truth-
fulness binds us together as 
surely as the great truth that 
Jesus is the head of the body. 
Each individual member sup-
plies the life’s blood for those 
whose lives are touched by 
our own. Fools mock the idea 
that sin exists. They choose 
not to believe that our actions, 

thoughts and intents can and 
will save or destroy our eter-
nal soul. Sin is not a joke! It is 
not now, nor has it ever been 
a joke in God’s sight. Jehovah 
holds us responsible for what 
we do or fail to do. We are the 
servants of God, who is always 
faithful to His own will. He 
promises that our wellbeing is 
important to Him. He always 
keeps His word to us. None of 
His promises have ever failed. 
Whatever we have promised 
to this true and faithful Father 
we must resolve that it will be 
done. It is not a joke that God 
takes us at our word. He ex-
pects that we will make good 
on the commitment that we 
have made to be faithful and 
true to Him. Our salvation 
depends on it and so may the 
salvation of those we love. It is 
not a joke! 

Paid Advertisement

MURFREESBORO SENIOR ADULT CENTER LUNCH MENU
MONDAY, MAY 19
Pulled pork sandwich, baked sweet potato, 

coleslaw, picke & onion, fruit
TUESDAY, MAY 20
Chicken tenders, gravy, potatoes & green 

beans, herbed corn, roll, pineapple upside 
down cake

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
King ranch chicken casserole, cornbread, 

corn, black beans, coleslaw, cookie
Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more information 

(870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day at 8 a.m. Carry out is now available for $6.00

batters in his effort.
Burns had three RBIs for the Rattlers on his 

3/3 day with a pair of doubles and a stolen 
base.

Kuykendall doubled and scored a run for the 
Rattlers.

Karson Hamilton and Andrew Carrillo each 
had two RBIs and a run scored for Spring Hill.

STATE TOURNAMENT
The Rattlers (21-9) will next see action in 

Thursday’s game versus Conway Christian 
(19-4) in the Class 2A state tournament hosted 
at Palestine-Wheatley. The game is set to be 
played in Forrest City at 10 a.m..

Conway Christian is the number one seed 
from Region 3-2A.

Should the Rattlers win the game, they 
would play the winner of the Izard County and 
Westside-Johnson County contest on Friday.

LADY RATTLERS
The Murfreesboro Lady Rattlers softball 

team ended their season with a first round loss 
at regionals to Woodlawn by a 10-0 score.

The Lady Rattlers finish with a 6-15 record 
on the season.

Postseason awards were named for the Lady 
Rattlers on Tuesday, including Reid Spradlin 
being named to the all-state list.

District 7-2A outstanding outfielder went to 
Jenna May.

Lady Rattlers named to the all-district list in-
cluded Spradlin, Gianna Draper and Faith Teel.

All-district honorable mentions included 
Natalie Perrin, Alyssa Ruiz, Kylie Ray and May.  

Graphic courtsey 
of the Arkansas 

High School Athletic 
Association

BASEBALL Continued from Page 1

RATTLERS IN ACTION AT REGIONAL TOURNAMENT
PHOTOS BY JILLIAN CALDWELL
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THE 1950’S
* -- Theme Related Clue
ACROSS
1. Deals a death blow
5. Large edible mushroom
8. Food safety agency, acr.
11. Auditioner’s hope
12. Closing act
13. *Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, supposedly
15. Corset rod
16. Therefore
17. *”Lord of the Flies” shell
18. *Ed of TV
20. Sty sound
21. Pillow filler
22. Gastrointestinal tract
23. *Pooch on a 1950s skirt
26. Most cautious
30. Go wrong
31. Camels’ relatives
34. Lake north of Cleveland
35. Wide open
37. Kind of conifer
38. Spectrum maker
39. Better than never
40. Portable stairs
42. Headdress
43. Tennis shoe
45. Triage nurse’s measurements
47. Old horse
48. Film director Sergio
50. Band’s work-related trip
52. *Slicked men’s hairstyle
55. Does like a hot dog
56. Rod for a hot rod
57. Winter forecast
59. Be
60. Measurement, abbr.
61. U2 guitarist
62. *Clearasil target
63. Ballpark fig.
64. Wine choice

DOWN
1. Roman goddess of fertility
2. *Domino’s nickname
3. German Mrs.
4. Coiffed
5. Turn pumpkin into Jack-o-Lantern
6. “Pomp and Circumstance” composer
7. Low-ranking worker
8. Certain Scandinavian
9. 52 cards
10. Fireplace mess
12. Beer mug
13. Use elbow grease
14. *First Black nominee of Oscar for Best Ac-

tor
19. City in Northern France
22. Neon or radon, e.g.
23. Church bell sounds
24. Liturgy instrument
25. Speak like Pericles
26. *June Cleaver’s husband
27. “Fear of Flying” author Jong
28. Type of rug
29. Christmas help, pl.
32. Way, way off
33. *___-Century Modern
36. *Charles Schulz creation
38. Newspapers and such
40. Chicken order
41. Calls forth
44. Eroded limestone landscape
46. Movie trailer, e.g.
48. Lumen per square meter, pl.
49. “Bravo! Bravo!”, e.g.
50. Yellow ride
51. The Fonz: “Sit ____ ____!”
52. Female equivalent of sir
53. ____-European language
54. Fireplace fodder
55. *Candy in dispenser
58. Itsy-bitsy

ALL TYPES OF 
ROOFING

We are insured!

In Business Since 1992!
Greg (870) 356-8934

Quality work,
Free Estimates

MINI  STORAGE in Murfrees-
boro. 870-845-6304.             (gs:4-tf)

Classifieds

870-285-2723

NATHAN -- The annual Decoration and Homecoming at 
Biggs Chapel Methodist Church and Academy Cemetery will 
be held on Sunday May 18th, 2025. Church at 11:00 followed by 
a potluck meal.

  Mowing season is here and the upkeep of the cemetery is 
made possible by your donations. Donations may be given to 
Basel Cox, Gary L. Cox, or Jimmy Goodwin.

Donations may be mailed to: Gary L. Cox, 27 Bacon Creek 
Farm Rd., Nashville AR. 71852

Biggs Chapel decoration day

Electric wheel chair. Portable, 
light weight, like new, low $ or 
perhaps free to senior, 888-442-
3390. (WG)

tion and the closed session convened at 6:15 
and was voted back into open session at 6:43.

O’Neal announced that there would be “no 
action taken on Mr. Miller” following the ex-
ecutive session. The meeting was not attended 
by Miller or any waterworks commissioners.

The council then turned its attention back to 
the retroactive funds and eventually voted 4-0 
to pay the amount out over a 24-month period.

With council members Betty O’Neal and Kirk 
Stone absent from the May meeting, those in 
attendance included Barnes, Jane Fugitt, Lewis 
Gills and Cody Bachmann.

In other business Monday night, the council 
voted to immediately give the Murfreesboro 
Senior Adult Center $3,000, which is budgeted 
annually by the city, to continue its Meals on 
Wheels program as the center’s budget is cur-
rently running short.

The council also approved Recorder/Trea-

surer Penny Lamb’s financial report, which 
included the following beginning and ending 
balances for April:

• General Fund -- $63,475/$85,719
• General Operating -- $297,437/$233,262
• Street Fund -- $16,527/$24,200
• Street Operating -- $298,166/$289,497
• Park Fund -- $14,723/$8,439
• Waterworks Department -- 

$508,001/$507,471
• Murfreesboro Advertising and Tourism 

Commission -- $84,049/$75,966
Also Monday, the following event reminders 

were issued:
• Murfreesboro Farmers’ Market grand 

opening, May 22, 18 Park Street
• Juneteenth Freedom Day, June 14, Mur-

freesboro City Park. Contact Mrs. Burton at 
(870) 925-0458 for more information.

• 4th Annual Keith Stone Memorial Car 
Show, Sept. 12-13, on the square in Murfrees-
boro

COUNCIL Continued from Page 1

ROY -- For those with friends and loved ones buried at the 
Roy Cemetery, caretakers are reminding people that the mow-
ing season is again upon us and donations are critically needed.

Upkeep of the cemetery is made possible and wholly funded 
by local donations.

Roy Cemetery fund donations can be made at Murfreesboro’s 
Diamond State Bank or can be mailed to Joan Hoover, 2306 
Highway 301 South, Murfreesboro, Arkansas 71958.

Cemetery seeks donations

LETTER TO EDITOR POLICY
All letters to the editor must be signed, along with a phone number 

(that will not be published) provided for confirmation purposes. 
The Murfreesboro Diamond reserves the right to edit

 letters for length and clarity. Letters must not be libelous 
or contain any profanities.

Send Letters to P.O. Box 550 • Murfreesboro, AR 71958 
or e-mail to mdiamond.editor@windstream.net

Submitted photos/Joshua Rhine/Ouachita Photo Lab

AWARD WINNER ... Ouachita Baptist University recognized 
students’ achievements during its annual Academic Awards 
Ceremony on Friday, May 2. Included in the awards was MHS 
alum Adam Lott (pictured above) being named to the OBU’s 
Department of Nursing Academic Excellence Award. For the 
complete listing of award winners, please visit obu.edu/stories/
news/2025/05/academic-awards-2025.php.
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MURFREESBORO – The Pike County Con-
servation District held their annual Earth Day 
celebration last Thursday, May 8, at the Mur-
freesboro City Park.

The event was co-sponsored by First State 
Bank of Pike County, Bank of Delight, Farm 
Bureau of Pike County and Diamond Bank of 
Murfreesboro.

The event, under the theme of “Earth Day, 
Everyday” was presented to approximately 150 
fifth grade students from around the county, in-
cluding South Pike County, Kirby and Center-
point School Districts.

Students were treated to stations featuring 
the following topics:

• Gardening/Soil Samples – Codie McAli-
ster, Pike County Extension Office

• Fire Ants – Shannon Ballard, Pike County 
Extension Office

• Web of Life – Russell Fleharty, Pike County 
Conservation District

• Honey/Bee Keeping – Staci Henderson, 
Brock Springs Farm

• Soils Truck and Information – Delta Brown, 
NRCS Arkadelphia Office

• Wildlife Presentation – Arkansas State For-
estry

 
Attending students were provided a lunch of 
hamburgers, chips and a drink.

Fifth grade students countywide celebrate Earth Day with education

EARTH DAY PICTURES • MURFREESBORO CITY PARK • THURSDAY, MAY 8

SW ARKANSAS --- In advance of Memorial Day, the Mine 
Creek – Paraclifta Chapter Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR) is offering businesses in Southwest Arkansas a 
meaningful way to honor Veterans who made the ultimate sac-
rifice for our nation. 

Through the sponsorship of a “Missing Man Table,” business-
es can visibly demonstrate their respect and remembrance of 
our fallen heroes during the week leading up to Memorial Day.  

The DAR chapter will set up each table (opportunities are lim-
ited) at participating business locations and remove them fol-
lowing Memorial Day. 

Each Missing Man Table will feature symbolic elements rep-
resenting service members who are missing in action or never 
returned home. A small sign explains the significance of each 
item on the place setting.

We invite everyone to join us in honoring those who gave ev-

erything to preserve our freedoms. The Missing Man Table is a 
powerful tribute that brings the meaning of Memorial Day to 
the forefront in our community.

If you would like to sponsor a Missing Man Table, please con-
tact Elizabeth Wilson Overton at (870) 845-8419 or via e-mail at 
Overton24@gmail.com as soon as possible as table kits are lim-
ited and Memorial Day is right around the corner.

DAR seeks sponsors for ‘Missing Man’ tables
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