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MURFREESBORO -- A local couple is facing 
felony theft and criminal mischief charges fol-
lowing an alleged property dispute last month.

Charged are James David Humphry, 49, who 
has a Delight address in court records, and Jen-
nifer D. Smith, 47, of Murfreesboro. Both are 
charged in Pike County Circuit Court with theft 
of property and first-degree criminal mischief. 
Smith is also facing a misdemeanor charge of 
hindering apprehension or prosecution that 
stem from a jailhouse call she reportedly made 
to Humphry on the day of her arrest.

Smith plead innocent to the charges Monday, 
May 5 and was ordered to return to court on 
May 19 with an attorney.

The Pike County Sheriff’s Department is 
currently seeking Humphry’s whereabouts. 
Humphry is currently a fugitive on parole and 
is also facing an absconding warrant, which 
will be separate from his existing felony charg-
es.

According to case information, Pike Investi-
gator Jason McDonald was called on April 22 

to Highway 19 North outside of Murfreesboro 
concerning a possible theft. McDonald met 
property owner Aspen Harris and her mother, 
Kristie Harris. The younger Harris stated she 
had recently purchased the property from 
Smith, closing the deal on April 9.

Ms. Harris reported that after the deal closed, 
she had observed Smith and Humphry on the 
property, removing items from a shop build-
ing. Among the items were a hot water heater, 
a wall-mounted HVAC unit, electrical wiring 
and circuit breakers, all of which the new own-
er said were not subject to removal under any 
agreement.

Ms. Harris also alleged she has had “ongoing 
issues” with Smith after the property deal and 
claimed Smith had unauthorized individuals 
cut down trees and dismantle a wooden priva-
cy fence and a chainlink fence. The estimated 
cost of the damage was $3,000.

Furthermore, Ms. Harris stated she had once 
discovered her shop had been locked without 
her consent and that her security cameras had 

been moved. She said Humphry’s motorcycle 
was reportedly parked in the shop at the time.

The additional charge of hindering appre-
hension or prosecution against Smith were 
filed in Pike County District Court on April 30.

According to case information, Investigator 
McDonald, along with the Murfreesboro Police 
Department had went to Smith’s home on Main 
Street to execute outstanding felony warrants 
for her and Humphry. Smith was immediately 
taken into custody but she said Humphry was 
at work and did not provide any more informa-
tion.

While in custody at the county jail, Smith 
allegedly made a phone call to Humphry, in-
forming him of his warrant and telling him to 
“get out of Dodge and hide.” She also reported-
ly instructed Humphry on disabling tracking 
service on their electronic devices and stated 
that once she bonded out that she would find 
him and they would both “get the *&%$ out of 
here.”

Property dispute leads to charges against local couple

BY BOB WILLIAMS
Pike County Veterans Service Officer

PIKE COUNTY -- As Memorial Day ap-
proaches on May 26, many Americans are 
making plans as to where they will spend the 
weekend and what they will be cooking on the 
grill, but let us not forget the true meaning of 
this day. 

We are to remember this day for those of our 
great nation who gave their lives to preserve 
our freedoms! Many who were to never return 
home to their families and enjoy the blessings 
of liberty that we far too often take for granted. 

We want to honor one of our own, whose 
name is forever engraved into the memorial 
marker that stands on the corner of our County 
Courthouse Square. He not only bears remem-
brance for his ultimate sacrifice, he also bears 
remembrance as a Prisoner of War, and a survi-
vor of the Bataan Death March, who never ex-
perienced freedom from his Japanese captors, 
thus to never return home to his family after 
the war:

Technician Fourth Grade George Wilton Bal-
lard was born October 30, 1916. He was the 
grandson of George Washington Ballard, Sr. 
and son of George Washington Ballard, Jr. and 
Jane Alvin Cocke, of Murfreesboro. 

In order to prevent some unforeseen confu-
sion within the family between grandfather 
“G.W. Ballard”, father “G.W. Ballard” and now 
son “G.W. Ballard”; the younger “G.W.” was 
lovingly referred to as “Bill”.  No one among 
the family recalls who within the family or 
friends “Bill” may have been, but the name 
stuck, thus eliminating a potential family crisis. 

To honor his memory, I will refer to G.W. as 
“Bill” in telling his story. 

“Bill” had actually served two enlistments in 
the Army. The first was from February 10, 1936 
as a machine gunner with the 2nd Calvary, at 
Fort Riley, Kansas. His enlistment was cut short 
on May 15, 1937 due to the necessity to come 
home and assist with his ailing father. 

By the time his father’s health had improved, 
the war in Europe with Germany was escalat-
ing and America’s indirect involvement was 
growing. “Bill”, like most young men of this 
time, felt the need to re-enlist in the Army to de-
fend our country in case things became worse.  
“Bill” re-enlisted at the age of 22 years old in 
the United States Army in November of 1938, 

Footprints of a 
Pike County hero

NASHVILLE -- Harvest Regional Food Bank 
will distribute TEFAP USDA Food Boxes di-
rectly from their truck on Wednesday, May 14, 
from 8:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. or until all boxes have 
been distributed.

Recipients must come inside the Municipal 
building located at 204 E. Main St. to check in. 
Once checked in, recipients will go back to their 
vehicle and proceed to line up along 2nd Av-
enue and Owens Street towards First United 
Methodist Church. 

Food boxes will be loaded directly into ve-
hicles from the back of the Municipal building. 
Next Mobile Pantry is scheduled for Wednes-
day, September 3.

  Recipients must bring photo identification 
or proof of address to verify they are residents 
of Pike County. Distribution is limited to one 
box per household and two households per ve-
hicle. 

Vehicles start lining up early, so it is recom-
mend participants get there early.

Harvest Food Bank 
to distribute locally

HERO Continued on Page 2

MURFREESBORO -- After approximately a 
year and half without a grocery store, residents 
of Murfreesboro will no longer live in a food 
desert and will soon be able to bring home the 
bacon without having to travel outside of town.

Local businessman Jack Bonds has an-
nounced that a grocery store will likely be con-
structed across South Washington Avenue from 
Pawn Kings in Murfreesboro.

Bonds said the plan is to have a full-fledged 
grocery store featuring a fresh meat market and 
fully stocked produce section.

“It will be incumbent on the residents of the 
town to shop there as much as they can -- in 
order for this to be a success, we can’t have ev-
eryone still going out of town to purchase their 
groceries. As with all of our town’s businesses, 
local trade is essential for both the business 
owners and the residents of our great small 
town. 

He added that a grocery store is important 
for the long term success of Murfreesboro.

“It is also an important segment in the goal 
of retaining population and keeping the town 
alive, ultimately. The population is declining, 
and we need to draw a line in the sand in order 
to reverse the trend of downward growth. The 
addition of a grocery store to Murfreesboro is 
one of the vital steps toward making that goal 
a success.”

In another point toward that line of thinking, 
Bonds said that he deliberated using an old 
building or building a new edifice, and opted 

for the latter to better help with the overall look 
of the town. Along with the new building, the 
area will be nicely landscaped and attractive 
for the residents of the area.

Bonds thanked First State Bank for being 
“exceedingly helpful” in financing the project, 
a fact the truly appreciates.

He also was complementary of Murfrees-
boro Mayor Jim O’Neal for not only his long-
standing effort to get a new grocer in town, but 
also for his full support of this project going 
forward.

Construction on the store, which will be 
named Chimney Rock Grocery, will begin as 
soon as bids are gathered from general contrac-
tors. The name is derived from the local land-
mark on Lake Greeson.

“We wanted to name it after something im-
portant to the community, and everyone who 
grew up here knows Chimney Rock.”

Bonds said ultimately he is looking to help 
the community thrive with the effort.

“We are excited about serving the solid, 
hard-working people of our community with 
a home-grown and home-owned business. 
Those are favorable aspects for the local area 
-- supporting each other, the local schools, and 
chamber. We will be a real asset to everyone in-
volved. It’s not about making money as much 
as it is being a steward for the community. As 
my grandmother aways said, if you want a 
good neighbor, you have to be a good neigh-
bor.”

Mayor O’Neal beamed when asked about his 
take on the addition to the town.

“I don’t know what’s the right word … ex-
cited?” he said with a laugh.

He said it had been a long 17 months since 
the fire gutted the former Cash Savers grocery 
store, and after many visits and calls to attract a 
store to Murfreesboro it was beyond refreshing 
that it looked like it was finally going to hap-
pen.

“I’ve met with people and groups since the 
fire – of all topics I have dealt with as mayor, 
this is by far the number one discussed issue … 
more than all the rest put together.”

He echoed Bond’s statement that the city 
needed to take advantage of the store when it 
arrives.

“I’d like to encourage all the town’s residents 
to use the store as much as possible,” he said, 
acknowledging that many people had become 
accustomed to shopping in other area towns 
and that Wal-Mart now delivers to Murfrees-
boro. “Please use the [local] grocery store – be 
kind enough to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity.”

He agreed that should the venture fail be-
cause of lack of local patronage, it would be 
unlikely that another grocer would invest in 
the town.

“We need to utilize it as best we can and shop 
at home,” O’Neal concluded.

A Murfreesboro miracle
Local businessman announces plans to build grocery store

Submitted photos/Pike County Archives

GEORGE WILTON BALLARD

Submitted photos/USACE

LAKE SIDE VIEW OF NARROWS DAM WORK ... After halting hydropower production in December 2023, work on Narrows Dam’s trash rack 
system is now underway and will take approximately seven months to complete, according to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Vicksburg District. The 
Narrows Dam Day Use Area pavilion and swim beaches at Lake Greeson are now closed to the public and with access to the area to be restricted 
until work is complete on the dam’s trash racks. The “No Boats” area in front of the dam has also been extended to include the entire work area. 
Also, a “No Ski” area will be established to help reduce wave action within the work area.

CADDO HILLS – The Murfreesboro track 
squads participated in the 7-2A district meet on 
April 29 at Caddo Hills High School.

The Murfreesboro Lady Rattlers won the 
meet with 246.50 points, with the Dierks Lady 
Outlaws in second place with 163 points. The 
teams that followed were Caddo Hills 129 
points, Mountain Pine 38, Spring Hill 31, Fore-

man 30, Cutter Morning Star 2.5 and Horatio 2.
The Murfreesboro Rattlers finished in fifth 

place with 71 points. Caddo Hills won the 
event with 202 points. 

Other team scores on the boys’ side included 
Spring Hill 153, Dierks 121, Foreman 81, Hora-
tio 24, Mountain Pine 18 and Cutter Morning 
Star 16.

Athletes finishing in points position (top 8 
places per event) included

MHS LADY RATTLERS
4x100 Meter Relay Team – first place, 53.08
4x200 Meter Relay Team – fourth place, 

2:04.96

Senior Lady Rattlers take track district title, Rattlers fifth

TRACK Continued on Page 2
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE 
COUNTY, ARKANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF:  SHELBY JEAN NEAL           55 PR-25-21

NOTICE
Last known address of decedent: 411 Webb St Delight, 
Arkansas 71940

On April 22, 2025, an Affidavit for Collection of Small 
Estate by Distributee was filed with respect to the Estate of 
Shelby Jean Neal , deceased, with the Clerk of the Probate 
Division of the Circuit Court of Pike County, Arkansas, 
under Ark. Code Ann. §28-41-101.  The legal description of 
the real property listed in the Affidavit is as follows:  

Lot  “A”  in Block 15 of the   C.R.  Burnham Subdivision of 
Baird’s Addition to the Town of Delight, Arkansas per plats 
thereof recorded in Book 42 page 244 and Book “0”

 
page 528 

of the Deed Records of Pike County, Arkansas.

All persons having claims against the Estate must exhibit 
them, properly verified, to the Distributee or her attorney 
within three months from the date of first publication of 
this Notice, or they shall be forever barred and precluded 
from any benefit in the Estate.  Provided, claims for injury 
or death caused by negligence of the decedent shall be filed 
within six months from the date of the first publication of 
the notice, or they shall be forever barred and precluded 
from any benefit in such estate.

 This notice first published on April 30, 2025

The name and address of the Distributee or attorney is:  

Peggy Stone, by
Brasel Law Firm, PLLC
Aaron R Brasel
Post Office Box 813
Nashville, AR 71852

PUBLIC NOTICE

(a.b. 259w., 43,44)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF CLARA 
JEANETTE HARVEY, Deceased   Case No.: 55PR-23-38 
To: Damon Vaught & Cameron Vaught C/O Dora Whitaker 
329 Grant 561 Sheridan, AR. 72150 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE OF 

CLARA JEANETTE HARVEY, Deceased : Please take no-
tice, that on May 30, 2025, at 9:00 am, Petitioners, Mike and 
Mary Dycus, by and through counsel, Tisha L. Martin, Attor-
ney at Law, Nashville, Arkansas, will bring on to be heard the 
attached Petition for Probate of Will, Clara Jeanette Harvey, 
deceased. The hearing will be held in the Pike County Circuit 
Court, located at 305 Industrial Park Dr., Murfreesboro, Ar-
kansas, 71958, with the Honorable Bryan L. Chesshir presid-
ing. Failure to appear in court on the above matter may affect 
any rights you may have in this cause. 

Prepared by: 
Tisha L. Martin
 PO Box 1066, Nashville, Arkansas, 71852 
Ph: (870) 686-0074; Fax: (870) 455-0045 
tmartin@martinlawark.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

(t.m., 168w. 44,45)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF CLARA JEANETTE 
HARVEY, Deceased   Case No.: 55PR-23-38 
To: ASHLEY EASTERLY, aka ASHLEY HEDGES 127 Resource 
Drive, Sheridan, Arkansas, 72150 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE OF 

CLARA JEANETTE HARVEY,Deceased: Please take notice, 
that on May 30, 2025, at 9:00 am, Petitioners, Mike and Mary 
Dycus, by and through counsel, Tisha L. Martin, Attorney at 
Law, Nashville, Arkansas, will bring on to be heard the at-
tached Petition for Probate of Will, Clara Jeanette Harvey, de-
ceased. The hearing will be held in the Pike County Circuit 
Court, located at 305 Industrial Park Dr., Murfreesboro, Arkan-
sas, 71958, with the Honorable Bryan L. Chesshir presiding. 
Failure to appear in court on the above matter may affect any 
rights you may have in this cause. 
Prepared by: 
Tisha L. Martin
PO Box 1066, Nashville, Arkansas, 71852 Ph: (870) 686-0074; 
Fax: (870) 455-0045 tmartin@martinlawark.com 

PUBLIC NOTICE

(t.m. 166w. 44,45)

and was soon assigned to the Service Com-
pany, 31st Infantry as a truck driver. He was 
quickly stationed in the Philippines under the 
command of General Douglas MacArthur, in 
America’s efforts to help train the Philippine 
armed forces under their new government.

Soon, following the unexpected Japanese at-
tack of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on December 7, 
1941 and America declaring war against Japan 
on December 8, the Philippines too came un-
der attack. The Japanese saw the Philippines as 
a crucial, strategic naval and air location that 
would bring them one step closer to their fu-
ture war effort in control of the South Pacific. 

The United States too understood the impor-
tance of this strategic position, and by having 
approximately 20,000 American and 100,000 
Filipino troops positioned in that location it 
was an absolute necessity to protect it. Ameri-
can troops, alongside of Filipino troops, de-
fended the islands of Luzon, Corregidor, and 
numerous harbor-defense fortifications. Never-
the-less, the Japanese swiftly and decisively at-
tacked the Philippines. 

“Bill” and his fellow soldiers were in the fight 
of their lives and discovering that they were 
not equipped and prepared as was thought. 
Thousands of them were being killed in the 
conflict and they were losing ground and being 
forced into parts of the jungle that were mos-
quito and malaria infested, along with other 
jungle related diseases and hazards. After what 
the Japanese thought would only take 4 weeks, 
actually turned into almost four months of in-
tense fighting.

The Americans were now out of ammuni-
tion, food, and fresh water to sustain their fight. 
The months of continuous battle under these 
conditions, and the overwhelmingly well sup-
plied superior forces of Japan, George Wilton 
Ballard, “Bill”, along with the surviving U.S. 
and Filipino soldiers were forced to surrender 
on April 1, 1942, becoming prisoners of war to 
the Japanese. 

“Bill” and his fellow soldiers faced horrifying 
conditions and treatment as POWs at the hand 
of the Japanese. They were severely beaten, 
deprived of food, water, and medical attention 
along with constant exposure to the extreme 
environment. Those who did not die from their 
injuries or illness were typically killed because 

they were considered useless burdens to the 
Japanese. 

But, the next test of “Bill’s” grit and determi-
nation came shortly after their capture, when 
he and his fellow soldiers were forced to march 
over five days under arduous conditions, in an 
already weakened and sickly state, 65 miles 
through the scorching Philippine jungle, tor-
rential rain and humidity, with little to no food 
or fresh water, only to be imprisoned in hor-
rific POW camps throughout the island to be 
used as slave laborers for the duration of their 
captivity. 

Around ten thousand men died during the 
march; one thousand American soldiers and 
nine thousand who were Filipino. Those who 
stumbled or fell were either severely beaten, 
shot, or beheaded by their Japanese captors. 
“Bill” and 2,160 other American POWs were 
held in PW Camp #4, (AKA: Camp O’Donnell). 
This camp was recorded as being notorious for 
its harsh conditions and brutal treatment by 
their Japanese captors. 

“Bill’s” capture was first reported to the Red 
Cross on May 7, 1942. He was held prisoner by 
the Japanese for a total of two years and seven 

months; which was one of the longest dura-
tions of captivity recorded in the history of the 
war. 

During General MacArthur’s return to the 
Philippines on October 20, 1944, the Japanese 
realized that the Americans were returning 
with an overwhelming force, so they began tak-
ing all the surviving POWs and loading them 
onto unmarked transport ships with the inten-
tions of taking them to a Japanese camp on an 
Island located up North named Formosa; what 
we know today as Taiwan. 

These ships were called “Hell Ships” by the 
POWs who had lived through their experience 
onboard as they were transported to Japanese 
controlled POW camps off of the Philippine Is-
lands. A total of 1,775 POWs, including “Bill” 
Ballard, were loaded onto the unmarked Japa-
nese transport ship named the Arisan Maru. 
The ship sat in port with the prisoners packed 
like sardines deep within the ship’s cargo hole 
for 2 weeks before leaving the bay late at night 
to evade being spotted by American forces. 
However, it was spotted 200 miles off the west-
ern coast of the Philippines in the South China 
Sea by an American submarine patrol. 

Unaware the ship contained over 1,700 
American POWs onboard, the submarine tor-
pedoed the Arisan Maru five times, sending it 
to a dark, watery grave. Six of the Americans 
were able to escape in a life boat but were soon 
captured again by a Japanese patrol boat. Three 
others were eventually rescued by an American 
Naval vessel, therefore only nine of the 1,775 
prisoners survived. 

The body of “Bill” Ballard was never recov-
ered, and he is counted as not only among the 
WW-II War Dead, but also among the POW’s 
that have never returned home. He was post-
humously awarded the Silver Star for gallantry 
in action under intense enemy fire on January 
24, 1942 during the siege by Japanese forces of 
Abucay Hacienda, Bataan, Philippian Islands, 
as he and one other soldier risked their lives to 
make repairs to damaged vehicles amidst in-
tense enemy fire and mortar attacks in order to 
evacuate troops and supplies from being cap-
tured by advancing Japanese forces. He was 
also awarded the Purple Heart.

Contributing researcher for the article was Gary 
Graves of the Pike County Archives.

Submitted photos/Pike County Archives

GEORGE WILTON BALLARD
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4x400 Meter Relay Team – first place, 4:38.00
4x800 Meter Relay Team – second place, 11:21.50
Ava Cox – second place 1600 meter run, 6:37.25; fifth place 

3200 meter run, 16:02.75
Isabella Frazier – fifth place 100 meter dash, 13.86; third place 

400 meter dash, 1:09.05
Macy Gills – first place 100 meter dash, 13.19; first place 200 

meter dash, 27.12; fourth place long jimp, 14’6”; second place 
triple jump, 29’8”

Kinslee Howell – third place shot put, 26’7”
Arianna Jones – fourth place 100 meter dash, 13.83; third place 

200 meter dash, 29.47; sixth place high jump, 4’4”; second place 
long jump 14’10.5”; first place triple jump, 30’8.5”

Josey Jones – second place 800 meter run, 2:43.51; second 
place pole vault, 7’6”; fifth place triple jump, 27’11.5”

Gracie McMillian – fifth place discus, 70’6.5”
Ma’Shaylia Morris – third place 100 meter dash, 13.43; second 

place 200 meter dash, 27.22; third place high jump, 4’8”; first 
place long jump, 16’2”

Kinleigh Mounts – third place 800 meter run, 2:48.31; third 
place 3200 meter run, 15:52.86

Jordyn Nance – sixth place 400 meter dash, 1:12.12
Payton Niles – fifth place high jump, 4’6”
Mason Phillips – fourth place 100 meter hurdles, 18.99; fourth 

place 300 meter hurdles, 57.53; second place high jump, 4’10”; 
first place pole vault, 7’6”

Charleigh Wheeler – first place 100 meter hurdles, 18.09; sec-
ond place 300 meter hurdles, 52.52; sixth place long jump, 13’7”

McKinlee White – fourth place pole vault, 6’6”

MHS RATTLERS
4x100 meter relay team – sixth place, 53.00
4x200 meter relay team – sixth place, 1:45.32
4x400 meter relay team – third place, 4:02.46
4x800 meter relay team – second place, 9:31.76
Lucas Carey – first place 800 meter run, 2:15.33
Corbin Hoover – fifth place shot put, 35’1”
Ethan Jones – fourth place 1600 meter run, 5:36.74; fourth 

place 3200 meter run, 13:23.76
Landen Jones – seventh place 3200 meter run, 15:37.74
Cooper Lowery – fifth place pole vault, 9’0”
Albert Quiroz – sixth place shot put, 34’9”
Cesar Reyes – fourth place 400 meter dash, 56.29
Caleb Terrell – third place 110 meter hurdles, 18.82; second 

place 300 meter hurdles, 46.89

TRACK Continued from Page 1

MURFREESBORO – The Crater of Diamonds State Park has 
announced the date for their twelfth annual Prospectors’ Gem-
boree. The event was created to celebrate diamond miners in 
Arkansas.

On Saturday, June 21, the festivities will include the Miners’ 
Treasure Hunt where attendees can search the field for prizes. 

Additionally, a Famous Crater Diamonds Exhibition will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  There will also be games for all ages.

All activities that day will be free with the purchase of normal 
mine admission of $15 for adults and $7 for children ages 6-12. 
Children under the age of six are admitted for free.

To pick up a full schedule of activities on the day of the event, 
visit the Crater of Diamonds, call (870) 285-3113 or  email cra-
terofdiamonds@arkansas.com for more information.

Attendees to Crater can 
‘Gemboree’ on June 21 

LETTER TO EDITOR POLICY
All letters to the editor must be signed, along with a phone 

number (that will not be published) provided for 
confirmation purposes. The Murfreesboro Diamond 
reserves the right to edit letters for length and clarity. 

Letters must not be libelous or contain any profanities.

Send Letters to P.O. Box 550, Murfreesboro, AR 71958
or e-mail to mdiamond.editor@windstream.net



Submitted Article
MURFREESBORO -- 4-H is a youth development organiza-

tion conducted by the University of Arkansas System, Division 
of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service that focuses on 
empowering young people to reach their full potential through 
hands-on, experiential learning. 

It’s the largest youth development program in the US, with 
over six million participants. The 4-H name refers to the organi-
zation’s focus on “Head, Heart, Hands, and Health,” which are 

the cornerstones of the program. 
4-H is designed to prepare young people to step up to the chal-

lenges in their communities and provide youth with the skills to 
lead for a lifetime. 

The core elements of 4-H include youth leadership, youth-
adult partnerships, life skills learning, and community service. 
4‑H programs are grounded in the belief that youth learn best 
by doing. 4-H members complete hands-on projects in areas like 
science, health, agriculture, and citizenship in a positive envi-
ronment where they receive guidance from adult mentors and 
are encouraged to take on proactive leadership roles. 
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Obituaries

Sarah Louella Brock Terrell, 
age 101, passed away at her 
home in Murfreesboro, Arkan-
sas on April 28, 2025. She was 
born on Sept 3, 1923 in Mur-
freesboro to parents Lula Mae 
Henderson Brock and William 
Grover Brock.

She was the proud owner 
of Murfreesboro Hardware 
which was established in 1917 
by the Terrell family.

She is preceded in death by 
her husband, Robert Fielding 
Terrell, three brothers, Leon, 
Grover and James Brock and 
one sister, Ruth Brock Tabor.

She is survived by five 
children: Ray Terrell and wife, 
Ouida of Pascagoula , Mis-
sissippi, Jean Terrell Shahan 
and husband, Howard, Plano, 
Texas, Sarita Terrell Floyd and 

husband, Mike, Murfreesboro, 
Arkansas and  Phil and Lance 
Terrell, Murfreesboro, Arkan-
sas. She has 14 grandchildren: 
Renee Terrell Threlfall, Becca 
Terrell Barber, Michael Terrell, 
Matthew Terrell, Robert Shah-
an, Brian Shahan, Gina Shahan 
Killion, Sara Terrell Branch, 
Ande Terrell Eckert, Lea Ter-
rell, Anna Terrell, Ashtin Ham-
ilton, Randy Floyd, Crystal 
Floyd White. She has 18 great-
grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild.

The family received friends 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on 
Friday, May 2, 2025 at Latimer 
Funeral Home in Murfrees-
boro.

Funeral services for Mrs. 
Terrell began at 3:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 3, 2025 at the 
First United Methodist Church 
in Murfreesboro. Interment  
followed in the Brocktown 
Cemetery, under the direction 
of Latimer Funeral Home of 
Murfreesboro.

In Lieu of flowers the fami-
ly requests donations to Brock-
town Cemetery, P.O. Box 516, 
Murfreesboro, Ark 71958.You 
may send an online sympathy 
message at www.latimerfu-
neralhome.com

PIKE COUNTY SKYWATCHERS
BY RICK FLOYD

The spring night sky brings a very large diamond to view over 
Pike County.  

This asterism (a recognizable pattern of stars in the sky that is 
not an official constellation) is formed by four stars and spans five 
constellations. It was purportedly named the Great Diamond by 
Robert H. Baker in 1954. 

The shape is traced by the star Spica, the bottom of the dia-
mond and Arcturus (follow the arc of the Big Dipper’s handle 
to this very bright star). From Arcturus find the fainter star Cor 
Caroli in the constellation Canes Venatici (Latin meaning hunting 
dogs), then finally find Denebola the bright star in the tail of Leo 
the lion. 

Diamonds are usually not easily found, and this one may re-
quire some digging to find.  Review the constellations in question 
then look to the southeast and south after dark to find it. Once 
found those living near the Crater of Diamonds State Park will 
most likely see the precious gem, but others might see this as-
terism as a herald of spring training and the coming of baseball 
season. Whatever.

The three brightest stars of the diamond, Spica, Arcturus and 
Denebola form a near perfect equilateral triangle known unof-
ficially as the Spring Triangle.

There are real diamonds in space. Discovered in meteorites, 
thin, very hard diamonds called Ionsdaleite are theorized to be 
formed by the heat and pressures generated by the collisions of 
asteroids and planets. Also, NASA discovered a carbon planet 
40 light-years from Earth that has been compressed by heat and 
pressure into one big diamond, five times the size of Earth.

A Soviet spacecraft, launched in 1972, was a probe to explore 
Venus which failed to get beyond low Earth orbit and is now 
about to come down. It is expected to re-enter Earth’s atmosphere 
around May 9 or 10. At this writing there is no precise data on 
where it will land, so keep an eye out for it. Much of it is expected 
to survive re-entry providing some collectible Soviet space junk 
to a lucky few.

May’s full moon is known as the Flower Moon (as in the mov-
ie title),  and will occur on May 12-13.

Mining diamonds in 
the heavens above

Sarah Louella Brock Terrell, 101

There was once a man with great talent that God gave him, 
everyone loved this man! Oh, he had treasures that no one 
knew about ... he was a simple man with so much love to give. 
What people didn’t know he was indeed a song writer as well. 
God knew this very well but he chose the other ... he was a 
carver of wood and a painter of beautiful things for people to 
enjoy. When he did he put a smile on their faces that made his 
day. Yes, he was a carver of wood -- but he loved his family 
the most. He had his disappointments in life, but good times 
too, till one night Jesus came to him, “would you like to come 
with me and work in my Kingdom?” but this man loved his 
family so much that Jesus smiled at him and these are the very 
words he told him “don’t worry they will be taken care of.” So, 
this man turned to Jesus and said, “I’m ready to go and work 
for you in your Kingdom.” Now his life on earth is finished, 
but he will never be forgotten for so many of the works he did 
and when they think of him a smile comes to their faces and 
not tears.

So, this Johnce Parrish is working for Jesus in his Kingdom 
forever -- we may think he is gone, but his spirit lives on in 
Jesus Kingdom now.

In loving memory of Johnce Parrish
Now he puts a smile in Jesus’ Kingdom

Psalms 23: 1-6 • Sissy Cummings

In Loving Memory

Winston Glen Humphry 
was born on November 26, 
1940, in Stelltown, AR to Ertice 
Cecil and Bertha Marie Bell 
Humphry. He left this life and 
entered into the presence of 
the Lord on Saturday, May 3, 
2025, at the age of 84 years, 5 
months, and 7 days.

His cherished family in-
cludes his wife of 56 years, 
Kattie Ellen Stark Humphry; 
his children

Dawn Humphry (Thom 
Copeland) of Nashville; Chan-
dra Kirkham (Jim) of Delight; 
Henry Humphry (deceased); 
Heather Cox (Jay) of Hot 
Springs; and Silas Humphry, 
of Delight; 14 grandchildren, 
Alexa and Edie Copeland, 
Katelyn Kirkham Gentry 
(Marquis), River, Seth Henry, 
Zane, and Judah Humphry 
Kirkham, and Camri Lane 
(Cameron); Laila, Zayde, and 
Colt Winston Cox; Ava and 
Adley Humphry and Gabriel 
Humphry (deceased); three 
great-grandchildren, Dono-
van and Estrella Kirkham and 
baby Cullen Lane (in utero); 
seven siblings, Sarah Barrett 
(Dale), both deceased; Wayne 
Humphry (Joann), both de-
ceased; Jimmy Humphry 
(Dale); Mike Humphry 
(Becky); Steve Humphry; 
Emma Lee (J.J., deceased), 
and Ricky Humphry (The-
resa, deceased); and 25 nieces 
and nephews. His Great Dane, 
Bogart Humphry, and Kattie’s 
cat, Cattie (whom he petted se-
cretly but pretended to hate), 
will also miss him greatly.

He was known as “Red” by 
many community members 
and was affectionately called 
“Cullen,” a childhood nick-
name, by his beloved wife.

He was a retired poultry 
and cattle farmer. Prior to be-
ginning his farming venture 
in 1972, he worked as a pulp-
wood logger and worked in-
termittently as an electrician 
for Brown & Root over the 
years. He was a hard worker 
and good provider for his fam-
ily.

He attended high school in 
Corvallis, Oregon and entered 
the U.S. Navy in 1958 at the age 
of 17 as a Kiddie Cruiser and 
served until 1961. He enjoyed 
his experiences and travels 
in the Navy and made many 
friends there. He served on 
board the USS Staten Island, 
an icebreaker, and the USS 
Hector, a repair ship, where 
he worked as a mechanic. This 
experience proved valuable in 
his daily life, as he could fix al-
most anything.

He was a witty man, mak-
ing jokes and laughing with 
friends and new acquaintanc-
es alike. He loved to read Louis 
L’Amour books and watch old 
Western movies. He started 
every morning with a cup 
of coffee and refilled his cup 
throughout the day. He adapt-
ed quickly to new technology 
and enjoyed playing games 
and watching funny videos on 
his phone. His wife wonders 
what he’ll do in heaven with-
out it. One of his greatest joys 
in life were his grandchildren. 
He enjoyed attending their 
ballgames and special events 
and was faithful to do so.

A service will be held to 
honor his life on Wednesday, 
May 7 at 2:00 at the Latimer 
Chapel at 1211 Anthony Street 
in Murfreesboro. The family 
received friends on Tuesday 
evening at the same location.

You may send an online 
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com

Winston Glen Humphry, 84

What is 4-H and how can your child benefit

Happy Mother’s Day

A Mother is like a Flower, each 
one beautiful and unique

Stop by and see our selection 
of Mother’’s Day gifts

Flowers Done Wright
201 S. Washington • Murfreesboro201

SMALL ADS DO WORK ...

YOU JUST READ ONE!  

ROY -- For those with friends and loved ones buried at the 
Roy Cemetery, caretakers are reminding people that the mow-
ing season is again upon us and donations are critically needed.

Upkeep of the cemetery is made possible and wholly funded 
by local donations.

Roy Cemetery fund donations can be made at Murfreesboro’s 
Diamond State Bank or can be mailed to Joan Hoover, 2306 
Highway 301 South, Murfreesboro, Arkansas 71958.

Roy cemetery seeks 
donations for upkeep

Where To Find A Copy of the Diamond:
People’s Pharmacy • C-Stop • EZ Mart 
 Tobacco & More • Gypsy Underground



MURFREESBORO -- David DeCook, a regu-
lar visitor to Arkansas’  Crater of Diamonds 
State Park from Stewartville, MN, recently 
spotted a glimmering 3.81-carat brown dia-
mond while visiting the park with his family. 
It is the largest diamond registered so far this 
year.  

DeCook and his brother Derek have been 
regular visitors to Crater of Diamonds State 
Park  for years and have registered numerous 
diamonds, but this is the largest diamond ei-
ther has found, so far.  

About an hour after entering the park’s 37.5-
acre plowed diamond search area on Monday, 
April 21, DeCook made his way down a hill 
south of the park’s south wash pavilion, where 
he spotted the diamond almost immediately. 

He described seeing what he at first thought 
was a candy wrapper. Once he saw a metallic, 
tinfoil-like shine, he knew what he had found.    

DeCook calmly walked over to where he had 
seen the diamond, picked it up, and inspected 
it before calling to his brother. Stirring up some 
natural sibling rivalry, David told Derek, “Oh, 
you’re going to be mad once you see what I 
found!”  

DeCook put the diamond in his pocket and 
returned to the park a few days later for park 
staff to identify and register the diamond.  

The 3.81-carat diamond has a metallic, cop-
per luster and a blocky, triangular shape. Many 
visitors choose to name the diamonds they find 
at Crater of Diamonds State Park. DeCook de-
cided to name his gem The Duke Diamond, af-

ter his dog. DeCook states that at this time, he 
is not sure what he will do with his diamond.  

The Duke Diamond is the largest found at 
the park since the 7.46-carat Carine Diamond, 
found in January 2024 by French visitor Julien 
Navas. It is the 217th diamond registered at the 
park in 2025.  

The day before DeCook’s visit, the park re-
ceived nearly an inch of rain. According to 
Assistant Park Superintendent Waymon Cox, 
“April has been a very wet month at the park, 
with more than 12 inches of rain.” Rainfall 
causes erosion in the search area, which of-
ten leads to an increase in surface finds. Cox 
states, “Many of the park’s largest diamonds 
are found on top of the ground. As rain falls 
in the search area, it washes away the dirt and 
uncovers heavy rocks, minerals, and diamonds 

near the surface.” 
As of this publication, park staff have reg-

istered 220 diamonds in 2025, weighing more 
than 32 carats total. Five registered diamonds 
have weighed more than one carat each. 

QUICK INFO ABOUT CRATER 
Diamonds come in all colors of the rainbow. 

The three most common colors found at Crater 
of Diamonds State Park are white, brown and 
yellow, in that order. 

In total, over 75,000 diamonds have been 
unearthed at the Crater of Diamonds since the 
first diamonds were discovered in 1906 by John 
Huddleston, a farmer who owned the land 
long before it became an Arkansas State Park 
in 1972. 
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Murfreesboro church 
of Christ

305 S. Second Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 • Worship 10:20

Sun. eve. 6 p.m. • Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.

Bro. Buddy Ray

Bank of Delight
503 E. Antioch St.  Delight

(870) 379-2293

Trinity Missionary 
Baptist Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro
• Worship 11 a.m. • Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.  

• Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
•Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy

To reserve this space for your 
church services or business...

Call Christy at
870-285-2723

HAVE AN ITEM YOU’D LIKE TO 
SEE INCLUDED?

email us at 
mdiamond@windstream.net

Attend Church 
This Sunday!

‘Dear Preacher’
By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ

THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL 
The New Testament shares 

with us the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. To the entire world this 
gospel is the good news about 
our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

In I Timothy 1:11 the apos-
tle Paul refers to this gospel 
in this way: according to the 
glorious gospel of the blessed 
God, with which I have been 
entrusted. 

In order that we may in-
herit our heavenly home for 
all of eternity we must obey 
this glorious gospel of Christ 
Paul explained this gospel to 
the Corinthians in I Corinthi-
ans 15:1-4. Paul delivered to 
them that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scrip-

tures and that He was buried, 
and that He was raised on 
the third day according to the 
Scriptures. He assures them it 
is the gospel by which they are 
saved by holding fast to the 
Word that was preached. 

The death, burial and res-
urrection of Christ is the glo-
rious gospel. We must hear it, 

believe it, obey it, stand for it, 
and SPREAD it in order for us 
to be pleasing to God. 

Romans 1:16 For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ, for it is the power of 
God to salvation for everyone 
who believes, for the Jew first, 
and also for the Greek. 

We know from II Thessa-
lonians 1:8 that God will take 
vengeance on those who do 
not obey the gospel. 

It is our responsibility to 
preach the gospel to all cre-
ation to help save their souls. 

Have a blessed week and 
spread the gospel through 
a daily life devoted to Jesus 
Christ! 

Paid Advertisement

MURFREESBORO SENIOR ADULT CENTER LUNCH MENU
MONDAY, MAY 12
Salisbury steak, gravy w/peppers and 

onion, cauliflower & carrots, cabbage, roll, 
cookie

TUESDAY, MAY 13
Chicken soft taco, Spanish rice, refried 

beans, chips w/salsa, apple crisp

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
Chicken spaghetti, roasted broccoli, salad, 

fruit, chocolate cake
Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more information 

(870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day at 8 a.m. Carry out is now available for $6.00

SOUTH PIKE COUNTY SCHOOL MENU
THURSDAY, MAY 8
Breakfast: Pancake on stick or cereal, fruit, 

juice, milk
Lunch: Cheese pizza, seasoned broccoli, sea-

soned corn, mixed fruit, milk
FRIDAY, MAY 9
NO SCHOOL
MONDAY, MAY 12
Breakfast: Sausage biscuit pkg or cereal, 

fruit, juice, milk 
Lunch: Hot ham & cheese croissant, french 

fries, savory carrots, fruit, milk.

TUESDAY, MAY 13
Breakfast: Chocolate muffin or cereal, juice, 

fruit, milk
Lunch: Chicken tenders, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, 7-12 whole grain roll, fruit, milk.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
COOK’S CHOICE
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
*Due to food item shortages menus are subject 

to change without notice. Any changes to the menu 
will be posted on the website at www.rattlers.org

Submitted photos/Jillian Caldwell

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS ... The Murfreesboro Rattler baseball team poses for a picture after last week’s 4-2 win over Spring Hill that secured the team a 7-2A regular season conference title.

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro Rattlers baseball team 
secured the conference regular season title last week with a pair 
of conference wins.

They opened the week last Monday with a 5-1 win at home 
over Mountain Pine.

Brody Maroon would lead the Rattlers with a 3/3 day that 
included a double and three RBIs.

Kale Burns would score once, steal a base and drive in a run 
for MHS. Carter Gilmer would have two hits, a steal and score 
twice. Lathan Compton had a hit, a steal and scored a run.

Isaac Kuykendall would pitch a complete game for the Rat-
tlers, allowing nine hits over the seven innings and one earned 
run. He would walk none and strike out three.

Christopher Morgan would drive in the lone Mountain Pine 

run in the first inning. 
Then, on Thursday, the Rattlers would travel to Spring Hill to 

match up with the Bears in a defacto championship game that 
pitted the two top 7-2A squads with one conference loss each.

Murfreesboro would jump out to a 4-0 lead in the top half of 
the first inning, and Spring Hill plated a pair in the home half of 
the first. The game would see no runs scored for the rest of the 
seven inning game, allowing the Rattlers a 4-2 win.

Laytan Wilcher (stolen base) would drive in two runs with 
a double, scoring Gilmer and Maroon who had safely reached 
base prior.

Kooper Caldwell would drive in Wilcher a batter later, and 
Alex Bonner would complete the scoring binge with an RBI in 
scoring Caldwell (stolen base) before the first inning completed.

Andrew Carrilo would drive in a run, score one and hit a dou-
ble to lead the Bears.

Maroon started the game for the Rattlers on the mound, go-
ing four innings in allowing two earned runs and five walks. He 
would strike out three batters.

Gilmer would come in to relieve Maroon, going the final three 
innings while allowing no hits with one walk.

Spring Hill started the game with Karson Hamilton on the 
mound, who went six innings while allowing five hits, four 
earned runs and three walks. He struck out nine Rattlers batters.

Mason Moore pitched the final inning for the Bears, walking 
two before striking out three batters.

The Rattlers end the regular season with a 20-7 record with a 
13-1 mark in conference play.

Rattlers win pair of games, claim conference title

Minnesota resident find 3.81 carat diamond at Crater



MURFREESBORO -- The Crater of Diamonds State Park will 
see an addition to their outside food offerings this year with beer 
now being available.

Jarrad Shelton, who owns Kickin Wingz Thingz in Nashville 
and operates the food stand at the Crater State Park, announced 
via social media that he had selected the types of beers that 
would be available after asking for preference suggestions.

“Good morning friends! I have the food truck out at the Dia-
mond Mine. Just wanted to let all of you know that beginning 
next weekend 4-26, we will begin selling beer at the food truck 
… I know after a hot day in the sun a few icy cold beers will help 
refresh you,” Shelton wrote.

After deliberation, Shelton announced he would carry four 
Arkansas craft beers – Camp Hard Cider, Nebo Haze IPA, Petit 
Jean Pilsner and Black Jack Pirate Ale – along with four national 
brands including Miller Lite, Coors Light, Bud Light and Mich-
elob Ultra.

At the recent community appreciation day at the Crater, Park 
Superintendent Caleb Howell said that in 2024 a law was passed 
after a push to get alcohol sold at state parks – including those 
located in dry counties.

He noted that a roped off area will be designated for partaking 
of the beverages and that they would not be allowed out on the 
digging area. 

According to Howell said the rules for alcohol in the camp-
ground has not changed -- tourists can only consume alcohol 
they bring with them at their rented campsite. They will not be 
allowed to have it in public spaces in the campground.

When asked by the paper about additional staff to help su-
pervise the new addition, he indicated that the current climate 
at the state level was calling for all reductions of staff possible 

and not additions.
The law, Arkansas Code Annotated 3-9-103, passed during the 

2024 fiscal session and second extraordinary session, allows for 
the sale of the alcoholic beverages at state parks only during nor-
mal operating hours (or outdoor events) to individuals 21 years 
and older without permitting by the state Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Division. The law also allows for the park to subcontract 
that ability to a third-party vendor – in this case, Shelton, who 
holds the contract to operate a food establishment at the state 
park.

The law also states that all beverages must be purchased from 
a wholesaler and that the individual parks must renew approval 
to do so on a yearly basis after state oversight.

By subcontracting the sales, the park has placed liability on 
Shelton as the third party vendor.

The law also states specifically that “any city, county or po-
litical subdivision thereof” has the ability to prohibit alcoholic 
beverage sales, but stated that the state General Assembly -- in 

their infinite wisdom -- had determined that the states’ tourism 
economy “contributes substantially” and that “extreme com-
petition” for tourism dollars makes it essential to “be provided 
accommodations, services and facilities … they are accustomed 
to and competitive with those offered in other states and areas – 
especially states adjacent to Arkansas.”

Murfreesboro Mayor Jim O’Neal admitted that the city was 
“caught by surprise” by the decision – specifically by the fact 
they were not notified or consulted.

He added that he was concerned that the law provided the 
state park with some “unfair advantages” over the two local 
businesses – Feed Bin Café and Telinga’s Mexican Restaurant 
– by allowing a vendor to sell alcohol without the $1,900/year 
private club licensing fee or that there will be no collection of the 
same special taxes of 27% for beer and 29% for mixed drinks that 
are applicable to the city’s businesses. The city will only be able 
to enforce an annual vendor’s fee and normal tax collection as 
with any business conducting sales inside the city limits.

O’Neal also worries that the park – which is a “family friend-
ly” endeavor including a water park for children – will be forced 
to be in close quarters with those publicly imbibing adult bever-
ages.

“Now they get to walk right by an open saloon,” he reasoned.
He also worries about the ramifications of having intoxicated 

people at the park.
“Our concerns were not addressed –- time will tell how much 

involvement the city’s police force will have to have in the event 
of issues.”

Murfreesboro Diamond						                   Wednesday, May 7, 2025			                                                                                  5

SOUNDTRACK SONGS
* -- Theme Related Clue
ACROSS
1. Potato chip, in U.K.
6. ____ capita
9. “____ the night before Christmas...”
13. Popular garden perennial
14. George Gershwin’s brother
15. *”Follow the Yellow ____ Road”
16. Brickowski of “The LEGO Movie”
17. Pick up a perpetrator
18. Hindu sage
19. *”Flashdance... What a ____”
21. *”Stayin’ Alive” band
23. Actress Gasteyer
24. Windshield option
25. Undergarment
28. Teenager’s woe
30. *SolfËge-themed “The Sound of Music” 

song
35. Capital of Latvia
37. Pilgrimage to Mecca
39. India bigwig
40. Fusses or stirs
41. Belted starman
43. Charged particles
44. Binturong’s cousin
46. Type of salmon
47. Sol, or la, or ti
48. *Eponymous 1978 Franki Valli song
50. To, archaic
52. *Ryan Gosling’s 2023 “I’m Just ____”
53. Part of a jousting outfit
55. Tax pro, acr.
57. *”I Will Always Love You” of “The Body-

guard” singer
61. *”(I’ve Had) ____ ____ of My Life” of 

“Dirty Dancing”
65. Desert wanderer’s hope
66. Morning condensation
68. Waterwheel
69. Rosetta Stone, e.g.
70. U.N. working-conditions agcy.
71. Perform in a play
72. Through, to a poet
73. First responders’s acronym

74. Force units
DOWN
1. Carmy in “The Bear”
2. “Emily in Paris” new location
3. *”This ____ ____” of “The Greatest Show-

man”
4. #69 Across, alt. sp.
5. Green layer on copper
6. Contact on social media
7. E in B.C.E.
8. Torah teacher
9. H.S. math class
10. Solomon-like
11. Advil target
12. Sleigh runners
15. Poet and “Surrealist Manifesto” author 

AndrÈ ____
20. Jack Black’s Libre
22. Tight one, in football
24. Tiresome
25. Health food pioneer of liquid aminos 

fame
26. Peter Fonda in 1969 role
27. In the past
29. DEA agent
31. *Prince’s “Purple ____”
32. Digital tome
33. ____ Carlo
34. “A Doll’s House” playwright
36. Away from port
38. *”The Lion King” composer
42. Ax mark
45. Sleeping sickness vector
49. Kind of trip
51. Not closed
54. Not mainstream
56. Lack of muscle tension
57. Terry Crews on “America’s Got Talent”
58. The Hippocratic one
59. ____-friendly
60. Farmer’s storage
61. Scarce bills
62. Formerly Persia
63. Three blind ones
64. Chows down
67. Freddy Krueger street

ALL TYPES OF 
ROOFING

We are insured!

In Business Since 1992!
Greg (870) 356-8934

Quality work,
Free Estimates

MINI  STORAGE in Murfrees-
boro. 870-845-6304.             (gs:4-tf)

Classifieds

870-285-2723

Vendor to offer alcohol sales at Crater State Park in 2025

Submitted photo

CHOICES AT CRATER ... The above pictured beers will be 
available at the food truck located at Crater of Diamonds State 
Park this tourist season.   

NATHAN -- The annual Decoration and Homecoming at 
Biggs Chapel Methodist Church and Academy Cemetery will 
be held on Sunday May 18th, 2025. Church at 11:00 followed by 
a potluck meal.

  Mowing season is here and the upkeep of the cemetery is 
made possible by your donations. Donations may be given to 
Basel Cox, Gary L. Cox, or Jimmy Goodwin.

Donations may be mailed to: Gary L. Cox, 27 Bacon Creek 
Farm Rd., Nashville AR. 71852

Biggs Chapel Methodist Church 
announces decoration day
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MURFREESBORO -- First place recipes from the recent 2025 
Pike County Dairy Foods contest categories Main Dish and Par-
ty Idea were a big hit with our judges Betty Woodly, Murfrees-
boro, Marcell Knighten, and Sarah Chambers.  

The recipes will be sent to the Arkansas Dairy Foods Contest 
sponsored by the Arkansas Farm Bureau.  If a recipe is selected 
for the semi-final, contestants will compete in the state cook-off 
competition on July 24 in Little Rock.  

Thanks to all who entered, the judges, and to Farm Bureau.
1ST PLACE MAIN DISH
Crunchy Fiesta Corn Salad 
submitted by Carsyn Ballard, Diamond City 4-H
INGREDIENTS:
2 (15 ounce) cans whole kernel corn, drained
1 red bell pepper, finely diced
1 cup shredded Mexican blend cheese
1 cup shredded sharp cheddar cheese
½ cup mayonnaise
½ cup sour cream
¼ teaspoon black pepper
1 (9.25 ounce ) bag Chili Cheese Fritos, lightly crushed
Fresh cilantro, for garnish

INSTRUCTIONS:
In a large mixing bowl, stir together mayonnaise and sour 

cream. Add corn, diced bell pepper, shredded cheese, and black 
pepper.

Just before serving, stir in crushed Chili Cheese Fritos.
Garnish with fresh cilantro and a dollop of sour cream, if de-

sired.
1ST PLACE PARTY IDEA DISH
Southwest Heat Veggie Dip 
submitted by Cayden Ballard, Diamond City 4-H

INGREDIENTS:
8 ounces cream cheese, softened
4 ounces sour cream
8 ounces shredded cheddar cheese
4 ounces salsa (hot or mild – your preference)
1 small package of taco seasoning
INSTRUCTIONS:
Mix everything together except the shredded cheddar cheese.  

Once everything is mixed together well, add cheese and stir.  
Serve with vegetables or pretzels.

Local award winning 4-H recipes announced

Submitted photos/PC 4-H

FOOD CONTEST WINNERS ... In the Pike County 4-H 
bread and dairy cooking contest held recently, above (L to 
R) Carsyn Ballard placed first in senior yeast breads, first in 
senior dairy main dish and second in senior quick breads;  
Cayden Ballard placed first in senior quick bread and first 
in senior appetizer; Steven Finch placed first in cloverbud 
appetizer. Pictured left (L to R) is Trace Minton, who placed 
first in junior main dish and Dally Minton, who placed first 
in junior quick breads.

PIKE COUNTY 4-H BREAD AND DAIRY COOKING CONTEST WINNERS

PIKE COUNTY EXTENSION
Eva Langley, Family and Consumer Sciences Agent

Family • Nutrition • Food Safety • Finance • Fitness & Health

MUSINGS ON NATURE
By Gerald Klingman
Retired Arkansas Extension Horticulturist

Well, I found more crystals at the crystal mine than I did dia-
monds at the diamond mine, but I may not have the right stuff 
to be a good prospector. I wanted the really big ones, but only 
came away with a small bag of little ones. Such is the nature of 
those seeking fortune by grubbing in the dirt.

I spent some time exploring Arkansas last week and felt no 
trip into the Ouachita Mountains would be complete without a 
bit of digging in the iron-rich soil around Mount Ida. This time 
the soil was dry and recently bulldozed into terraces. This was 
ideal for staying relatively clean, but a pounding rain a few days 
earlier would have made the prospecting easier because the rain 
would have exposed some crystals. But all that sticky red sandy 
clay would have presented a different challenge.

The quartz belt in Arkansas consists of a 30-mile-wide, 
170-mile-long band centered around Mount Ida and heading 
east-northeast towards Hot Springs. Most of the mines seem to 
be located on ridge tops and other high ground. A couple dozen 
pay-to-dig mines are in the Hot Springs area or, if you are up for 
a mile-long hike, you can dig for free at the Crystal Vista mine 
on Ouachita National Forest land on Owley road, six or so miles 
southeast of Mount Ida.

The crystals formed at the time of the Ouachita Mountain up-
lift some 280 million years ago. Hydrothermal vents opened up 
deep in the earth that contained saturated solutions of dissolved 
silica. These hydrothermal solutions were under tremendous 
pressure and squeezed into cracks opened in the parent rock. 
As the solutions cooled, sometimes they left behind inch-wide 
dikes of white silica bands in the rocks. Sometimes crystals 
formed. The crystals may form associated with a rock or in the 
ancient soil matrix.

The crystalline nature of one silica atom and four oxygen at-
oms creates a six-sided crystal architecture with a pointed end. 
Usually, the crystals form in clusters, sometimes with new crys-
tal growths occurring at odd angles from each other. These clus-
ters can grow to a considerable size. The “Holy Grail” crystal 
displayed at Crystal Bridges in Bentonville is five feet tall with 
individual crystals the size of a strong man’s upper arm.

Crystals have been mined in the state since the 1890s but in-
digenous people crafted items from them for thousands of years, 
including an arrow point that has been dated at being 11,000 
years old. Modern-day commercial mining of quartz began in 
the 1930s, when applications in the electronics industries used it 
to regulate the flow of electrons. It has been used in time keep-
ing, radio, TV, radar and computer applications.

The popularity of Arkansas crystals first grew with the growth 
of Hot Springs and its baths. The best Arkansas crystals are clear 

quartz, believed to be the “master crystal” for those who believe 
in the metaphysical properties of crystals. The believers suppose 
that the crystalline lattice, with its inherent oscillation, stores 
and somehow focuses energy, creating benefits for those who 
are in its sphere of influence. 

The crystals come out of the ground encrusted in red clay, 
which is easy to wash off with water. But, to achieve the best 
sparkle, they need an oxalic acid bath for a few days to remove 
the surface dullness.

These crystals are a product of their surroundings. If they 
were formed in a pure state, the crystal will be clear. If impuri-
ties are present, they will take on shades of cloudiness. If these 
crystals are irradiated (think high power x-ray), the atoms in 
the crystal can rearrange. For quartz crystals, they turn a wispy 
gray-black. This color is not found in nature but shops dealing 
in quartz crystals offer these striking stones.

My handful of crystals took a couple of hours of digging in 
loose soil with my small shovel. One, a thumb sized piece, will 
find a home amongst my indoor rocks. A garden trowel and 
small hand rake will work in loose soil, but if the pile has solidi-
fied after a rain a shovel or flat pry bar might be helpful. Crystal 
digging was a fun way to spend a beautiful spring afternoon 
playing in the dirt.

Arkansas crystals -- beauty across the state
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