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The annual Howard 
County 4-H Barbe-
cue Bowl will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 8, at the 
Howard County Fair-
grounds.

More menu selec-
tions will be available for 
the 2025 edition.

The line-up includes 
the following:

Family meals $35 - 
1-pound pulled pork or 
a 7-pound smoked hen, 
1 pint potato salad, 1 
pint beans, bread and 
dessert

A la carte - 7-pound 
smoked hen $15, 1 
pound pulled pork $15, 
1 pint potato salad $10, 
1 pint baked beans $10

One dozen wings $15
Orders may be 

placed by calling the 
Howard County Exten-
sion Office in Nashville 
at 870-845-7517 or 
clicking the QR code 
below.

Celebrate Recovery, 
a 12-step ministry spon-
sored by the Little River 
Baptist Association, is 
underway at First Bap-
tist Church of Nashville.

Sessions began 
Monday, Jan. 13. 

Celebrate Recovery 
is “a safe place to find 
freedom from the issues 
controlling your life,” 
according to organizers. 
“Everyone is welcome.”

Child care will be 
provided for children up 
to age 4.

A meal is served at 
5:30 p.m., followed by a 
large group meeting at 
6 p.m. and small groups 
at 7 p.m.

Participants are 
asked to  use the 
church’s Second Street 
entrance.

Local church
hosting
Celebrate
Recovery

Winter blows in with blanket of snow

The community’s citi-
zenship awards will be 
presented Monday, Feb. 17, 
at the annual chamber of 
commerce banquet which is 
scheduled for the Nashville 
High School cafeteria.

Awards include Man 
of the Year, Woman of the 
Year, Orange and Black 
Education Award and oth-
ers. New businesses will be 
recognized.

The new president of 
the Nashville Chamber of 
Commerce, Kristin Stavely, 
will be the 11th woman 
-- and the 80th citizen -- to 
lead the chamber.

She will officially suc-
ceed optometrist Aaron 
Tollett.

Stavely is a licensed real-
tor and is owner-broker of 
Stavely and Associates Real 
Estate with her husband, 
Eddie.

At the banquet, new 
and current chamber board 
members will be recog-
nized.

Although the chamber 
was organized here in 1921, 
there were apparently some 
years in which it was inac-
tive. Photos of past presi-
dents line a wall in the back 
room of the chamber’s of-

fice on Main Street. Several 
citizens have served more 
than one term as president.

Presidents and their 
years include the following:

1921-24 Bert Johnson
1925-30 George E. Bell
1931 Bert Johnson
1938-39 Glen Wallace
1940-41 Rex Ramsay
1942 Cecil Callaham
1944 Forrest Wilson
1945 R.M. Stuart
1946 Bob McClure
1947 Boyd Tackett, H.A. 

Firmin
1948 Nathan Coulter
1949 Dave Ryan
1950 Hearn Latimer
1953 Frank Elder
1954 Louis “Swampy” 

Graves
1955 Bobby Steel
1956 Ralph Wilson
1957 Jack Rorex
1960 Jay Toland
1961 Deward Sharp
1962 Lester Stueart
1963 Neely Cassady
1964 Don Coulter
1965 Bernie Kreul
1966 David Pile
1967 Edgar McCrary
1968 Pat Honeycutt
1969 Al Backus
1970 Ralph Wilson

News-Leader photo/DEDE ROBINSON
COLD DAY AT MINERAL SPRINGS. Snow covers 
the bank and trees around a Mineral Springs pond 
during the area’s snowfall Jan. 10.

News-Leader photo/ASHLEY STARR-THOMPSON
FUN IN THE SNOW. Brent Thompson, Eleanor Thompson, Jeff Starr, Luci Kate 
Thompson and Dana Darling show the snowman they built last Friday, Jan. 10, in 
Nashville.

News-Leader photo/DEDE ROBINSON
SNOWED IN. A classic Ford Mustang is covered 
in snow at Mineral Springs. Snow had melted off in 
many locations by Monday afternoon, Jan. 13.

News-Leader photo/EMILY ALEXANDER-GAINES
SNOW DAY. Rylee Gaines, 4, and Jax Gaines, 7, spent part of the morning Jan. 
10 building a snowman at the home of their grandmother, former Nashville resident 
Tammy Alexander, in Hot Springs.

Chamber banquet
Feb. 17 to include
awards, officers

2025 Chamber president Kristin Stavely

2024 Chamber president Dr. Aaron Tollett

School sets
make-ups
for missed
snow days

The Nashville School 
District will make up two 
snow days during next 
month’s winter break.

Classes will be held 
Monday, Feb. 10; and Tues-
day, Feb. 11, according 
to Superintendent Doug 
Graham.

Nashville joined almost 
every district in Arkansas 
in canceling school Jan. 9 
and 10 because of snow 
and treacherous driving 
conditions. Some were still 
out earlier this week.

Under  Gov.  Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders’ sig-
nature 2023 LEARNS Act, 
missed days must be made 
up in person instead of us-
ing Alternative Methods of 
Instruction.

Earlier, AMI allowed 
students to complete their 
work online if classes 
were called off because of 
weather or other factors.

When Nashville adopt-
ed the hybrid calendar for 
2024-25, Graham said that 
any make-up days would 
start with winter break.

That position was reit-
erated a number of times 
during the spring and fall 
of 2024. 
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SILENT NIGHT IN THE SNOW. Sunset Street in Nashville Thursday night, Jan. 9

Dolton Harris
Born Sept. 16, 1929, and 

died Jan. 7, 2025. The son 
of a sharecropper. The 11th 
of 12 biological siblings 
into a family that already 
consisted of 3 other children 
from his Papa’s fi rst wife. 
Two other siblings died in 
childbirth.

Preceded in death by 
parents Charlie and Zella 
Harris; brothers Lee, Bryce, 
Lex, Wilber, Harold, Ralph, 
Tillman, Eugene, JW, and 
sisters Bertha, Lilly, Ruby, 
Gladys, Marvene. 

And his wife Curtis-
tine Caldwell Harris who 
spoiled him for almost 60 
years.

He is survived by daugh-
ters Judy Francis (Wayne) 
of Ashdown, Sonya Barton 
(Rick) of Texarkana and 
son Gary Harris (Lisa) of 
Springdale.

Six grandchildren, Tanya 
Jeffcoat (Jeff), Jason Francis, 
Kimber Still (Josh), Chris 
Barton (Emily), Brett Harris 
(Johanna), and Alyssa Har-
ris, 8 great-grandchildren, 
Keaton, Sutton, Bradyn, 
Landon, Esteban, Leslie, 
Kristian, and Landry. And 
a host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends who are 
dear to the family.

He served several or-
ganizations including the 
board of Howard County 
Memorial Hospital, Arkan-
sas Cattleman’s Association, 
Howard County Equaliza-
tion Board, among others. 
He also served as President 

of the Saratoga School Board 
and as President of the local 
Union for Ideal Cement. He 
was instrumental in getting 
the union hall donated to the 
Saratoga Tri-County Lions 
Club when the cement plant 
closed. 

He worked for Ideal Ce-
ment Company, later Hol-
nam for 41 years.  

He was an active mem-
ber of Community Baptist 
Church, Okay, Ark., for his 
entire adult life. This church 
and Okay were very special 
to his family as this is where 
his children were raised and 
lifelong friends made.

He raised cattle his entire 
life and was committed to 
expanding the herd, keeping 
heifers and buying farms 
into his late 80’s.

He so loved his family 
and would tell you how 
blessed he was and oh what 
a good life he had.

Visitation will be Sunday, 
Jan. 12, 2025, from 1-2 p.m. 
at Nashville Funeral Home, 
with services following at 2 
p.m. Charles Jones offi ciat-
ing. Interment will follow in 
Mineral Springs Cemetery.

Mary Ann Kress Allen
Mary Ann Kress Allen, 

age 93, of Nashville, Ark., 
passed away on Dec. 27, 
2024, at her home.

Mary was born Nov. 
3, 1931, in Loretto, Tenn., 

the daughter of Clemens 
“Clem” Kress and Sophiana 
“Sophia” Kress. 

An avid traveler and 
bowler, Mary enjoyed the 
many friends and acquain-
tances she made. Shortly 
after high school, Mary 
met Bennie Allen, of Center 
Point, Ark. The two married 
and moved to Florida where 
she lived until 2019. Mary 
loved to travel with Bennie 
to meet with family. She en-
joyed cruises, and camping 
in their RV at the beach.  She 
was active in many bowl-
ing leagues throughout the 
years, and enjoyed playing 
cards with friends.

Mary moved to Nash-
ville, Ark., in 2019 after the 
passing of her husband, Ben-
nie. She remained active, in-
dependent, and healthy, and 
celebrated her 93rd birthday 
at the Center Point Store 
with friends and family.  

She was of the Catholic 
Faith, and attended St. An-
drew Catholic Church in 
Orlando, Fla., and St. Martin 
Catholic Church in Nash-
ville, Ark. 

She is predeceased by her 
mother and father, brothers 
Bill, Charles, Joe, and Louis 
Kress, sister Estelle Henkle, 
and her husband Bennie Al-
len. Mary leaves to cherish 
her memory many nieces 
and nephews, cousins, and 
a host of friends.

A memorial celebration 
dinner will be held at the 
Center Point Store in Center 
Point, Ark. 

Cremation services are 
under the direction of Lat-
imer Funeral Home in Nash-
ville, Ark.  Interment will 
follow at a later date at the 
Winter Garden Cemetery in 
Orlando, Fla.

In-lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions to a charity of your 
choosing are welcomed and 
appreciated.

Nashville Primary School 
will join more than 41,000 
other schools in 110 coun-
tries for ‘The Great Kindness 
Challenge.’

NPS is celebrating 10 
Years of participating in the 
challeng.

The Great Kindness 
Challenge is a challenge for 
teachers and their classes 

RUSSELLVILLE -- Arkansas Tech University has an-
nounced its Dean’s List for undergraduate students on its 
Russellville campus for the fall 2024 semester.

A student must record a 3.5 grade point average or higher 
and complete at least 12 hours of college-level coursework 
to be named to the Dean’s List.

MURFREESBORO --- Alexander Adolphus Trombley;
NASHVILLE --- Alexis Michelle Byers, Taylor Leanne 

Darling, Sophie Glyn Kuykendall (4.0), Allie Elizabeth 
McConnell;

NEWHOPE --- Tyra Sloan Fox, Allie Justice Rider.

The application deadline 
for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 1890 National 
Scholars Program is March 
1, Dr. Obadiah Njue, interim 
dean for the University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff’s 
School of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Human Sciences, 
said.

The program awards 
scholarships to students 
attending one of 19 his-
torically black land-grant 
universities. High school 
seniors entering their fresh-
man year of college and ris-
ing college sophomores and 
juniors are eligible to apply.

USDA/1890 National 
Scholars receive full tuition 
towards a bachelor’s degree, 
books and the cost of room 
and board, Dr. Njue said. 
During the summer months 
while in college, the students 
will receive an internship 
with a USDA agency, includ-
ing employee benefi ts. After 
graduation, all USDA/1890 
National Scholars are em-
ployed by their selected 
agency and must commit to 
at least one year of service 
to USDA for each year of fi -

to perform random acts of 
kindness. From Jan. 27-31, 
students and teachers will 
focus on showing kindness, 
particularly to students in 
need, by donating to the 
building pantry. Each grade 
level will be responsible for 
donating designated items.

They are asking for sup-
port. If you do not have a 

student at NPS, but would 
like to donate, please feel 
free to drop those items off 
at the Nashville Primary 
Offi ce.

Additionally, Nashville 
Primary encourages the 
community to participate 
by performing random acts 
of kindness throughout the 
week. The school thanks you 
for your continued dedica-
tion to our students and for 
helping us make a positive 
impact during this special 
celebration.

nancial assistance provided.
National scholars must 

major in agriculture or re-
lated sciences which include 
agronomy, animal sciences, 
plant sciences, food sciences 
and technology, forestry, 
home economics and nu-
trition, horticulture, natu-
ral resources management, 
soil conservation, farm and 
range management, pre-
veterinary medicine and 

computer science.
“The USDA 1890 Nation-

al Scholars Program enhanc-
es career opportunities for 
students at 1890 land-grant 
universities,” Lisa Ramirez, 
USDA Offi ce of Partnerships 
and Public Engagement di-
rector, said. “The program 
has also been an effective 
tool to help USDA recruit 
and retain highly qualifi ed 
students.”

Tech Dean’s List announced
Primary School to participate in

‘Great Kindness’ challenge

Deadline March 1 to apply for USDA
agri scholarships at UAPB
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Public Record of Howard County

121 years ago: 1904
The railroad survey being 

made by the Dierks Lumber 
and Coal Co. has reached a 
point on the Baker Springs 
Road at the Kesterson Place, 
six miles northwest of Cen-
tre Point and the surveying 
party is now camped at 
Haller Springs, eight miles 
north of Centre Point.

79 years ago: January 
1946

Warren Wright, ship’s 
cook first class of Central 
Arkansas, served on the USS 
Tazewell assault troop trans-
port during the war cruise 
in the Pacifi c. The Tazewell 
landed troops at Hagushi, 
Okinawa, and participated 
in a successful fake landing 
on the southern part of the 
Island. The ship was in the 
dangerous operation area 
36 days and during that 

time escaped damage from 
repeated kamikaze attacks.  
Since Okinawa the Tazewell 
has carried occupational 
troops to Yokohama and 
high point veterans to the 
states.

___
62 years ago: January 

1963
Ida Powers, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse T. Jones of 
Dierks and a 1960 graduate 
of Dierks High School, will 
play the leading role of Hip-
polyte in the Rape of the Belt, 
a comedy to be presented 
at Southern State College in 
January. 

(Adv.) Family night at the 
Elberta, Wednesday-Thurs-
day. Children 15¢ and adults 
25¢, also color cartoon. Mil-
lions of fans for Elvis and 
his greatest movie yet, sing-
ing, fi ghting, dancing in Jail 
House Rock in Cinemascope.

___
42 years ago: January 

1983
Notice: Overeaters Tri-

umphant will meet at 6:00 
Monday in the fellowship 
hall of the Assembly of God 
Church in Nashville.

Pre-publication orders 
are being taken for The Un-
fi nished Story of North Howard 
County. The books sell for 
$12 each for single copies 
and $10 each for five or 
more.  The books will sell for 
$15 after publication.

By a 4-2 vote Tuesday 
Nashville aldermen voted to 
pursue the rebuilding of the 
Sandhill bridge over Mine 
Creek which was washed 
away by early December 
flooding. If a joint local, 
state and federal project is 
coordinated Nashville’s cost 
will be about $25,000 of the 
total $200,000 price tag.

After an overwhelming ice storm in January 2001. Johnny Wesson of Mineral Springs, 
Darlene Reese and Diane James of Nashville and former Nashville resident Sammy 
Cox helped in recovery.

Six defendants, including 
one charged with sexual 
indecency with a child, en-
tered pleas during criminal 
court here last Wednesday, 
Jan. 8, during the fi rst day 
for criminal court in 2025.

Russell Wester, 43, white 
male, Mineral Springs, faces 
the indecency charge, a class 
D felony. He entered a not 
guilty plea. His bond re-
duction was denied, and a 
date of April 30 was set for 
pretrial motions.

Two are sentenced
Carolyn Cook, 49, white 

female, Umpire, pleaded 
guilty after being charged 
with drug possession and 
drug paraphernalia pos-
session. 

She was sentenced to 90 
days in a regional punish-
ment facility, a fi ne of $2,000, 

a day in the county jail and 
fi ve years probation.

A “no contest” plea was 
given by Ernest Bingham, 
26, white male, Nashville, 
who was charged with 3rd 
degree domestic battery, a 
class D felony. The plea has 
the same result as a plea 
of guilty or a finding of 
guilt. He was sentenced to 
a $2,000 fi ne and four years 
probation.

Trial dates set
Dates for pretrial mo-

tions and jury trials were 
set for four defendants who 
pleaded either not guilty or 
not true.

Jeramie Pugh, 34, black 
male, Nashville, is charged 
with failure to meet the 
terms of his probation on 
a 2024 sentence on a class 
D felony charge of theft of 

property. No date was set 
for his probation revocation 
trial.

Another not true plea was 
given by Maryann Sowell, 
46, white female, Manches-
ter, Tenn., who was on pro-
bation on a 2022 sentence for 
drug possession. Her proba-
tion revocation trial was set 
for Feb. 19 and the court 
ordered her to be picked up 
on a failure to appear war-
rant from November.

Angelique Benson, 32, 
white female, Antlers, Okla., 
is charged with a drug para-
phernalia class D felony. 
She pleaded not guilty, and 
March 5 was set for pretrial 
motions.

On the bench for the regu-
lar day of criminal court in 
Howard County was Judge 
Bryan Chesshir.

Six enter pleas in criminal court

___

Items or documents that 
were fi led, issued or record-
ed at the Howard County, 
Ark., courthouse during the 
period Jan. 2-8, 2025 except 
as noted:

Marriage Licenses
(Marriage licenses cost $60
at the County Clerk’s offi  ce)
Jan. 2. Billy Ray Beal, 55, 

Nashville, and Doris Jean 
Jones, 42, Nashville.

Jan. 2. Adam Michael 
Greenfi eld, 30, and Danielle 
N. Terwilliger, 31, Nashville.

Jan. 3. Gabriel Torres 
Meraz, 45, Nashville, and 
Maria Sonia Mendoza Or-
egon, 41, Nashville.

Jan. 6. Ricky D. Burns, 
57, Nashville, and Lafreda 
Renea Swift, 43, Nashville.

Jan. 6. Jarad A. Shelton, 
44, Nashville, and Christy 
Jean Adams, 40, Hope.

Civil Court
CV25-01, Jan. 01. Crown 

Asset Management vs. Vin-
cent Fisher. Debt.

Domestic
Relations Court
DR25-01, Jan. 07. Rans-

dale Hockaday vs. Cyndie 
Hockaday. Divorce.

Criminal Court
(NOTE: POCS = possession 

of controlled substance; PODP 
= possession of drug parapher-
nalia; DOCS = delivery of 
controlled substance)

CR25-01, Jan. 7. State of 
Arkansas vs. Angelique 

Benson, 32, white female, 
Antlers, Okla.; PODP, class 
D.

CR25-02, Jan. 7. State of 
Arkansas vs. Russell West-
er, 43, white male, 134 N. 
Church, Mineral Springs; 
sexual indecency with a 
child, class D.
Land/Property
Transactions
Quitclaim Deeds
Jan. 2. Two separate 

deeds. Wilbert Payne and 
Patricia A. Payne, husband 
and wife; to Wilbert Payne 
and Patricia A. Payne, 
Trustees of the Wilbert and 
Patricia Payne Revocable 
Trust; part of Lot 2, Block 
31, SREDC Addition, City of 
Nashville, aka 515 E. Parker 
A&B.; and part of Lot 2, 
Block 1, Wilson & Ferguson 
Addition, aka 405 W. Hen-
derson St., Nashville.

Jan. 2. Hattie Smith, Dis-
tributee of the Estate of Ver-
na Lee Johnson, deceased; to 
Alma Delia Navarette and 
Jose Betancourt; property 
in S23 T9S R27W, and part 
of Lot 1, Block 11, Original 
Town of Nashville. $19,000.

Jan. 6. Minnie Jackson; 
to Minnie Jackson, Trustee 
of the Louis D. Jackson and 
Minnie P. Jackson Family 
Trust; 13.3 ac. in S28 T8S 
R28W.

Benefi ciary’s Deed
Jan. 2. Carolyn Scoggins; 

to Amber Nolen; 1.5 ac. in 
S36 T9S R27W.

Trustee’s Deed
Jan. 6. Simmons Bank, 

Trustee of the Lela Mae 
Floyd Dykes Family Trust; to 
James Euel Pennington and 
Robert Todd Pennington; 
aggregate ac. in S21/S22/
S27 T8S R27W.

Distributee’s Deed
Jan. 2. Hattie Smith, Dis-

tributee of the Estate of Ver-
na Lee Johnson, deceased; to 
Alma Delia Navarette and 
Jose Betancourt; property 
in S23 T9S R27W, and part 
of Lot 1, Block 11, Original 
Town of Nashville. 

Warranty Deeds
Jan. 2. Cindy Willis; to 

Vuong Le; part of Lot 1 and 
adjacent alley, property in 
S23 T9S R27W. $48,800.

Jan. 3. Ten separate deeds. 
Sherally P. Haskins, et al; 
to (individually) Terry W. 
Coulter, Katie F. Malone, 
Lonnie J. Coulter, Doris 
Tolliver, Sherally P. Haskins, 
Elsie M. Harbour, Jacklin 
Womack, Gary L. Coulter, 
Anna M. Martin and Ange-
lor D. Wilkes; properties in 
S5/S6/S7/S8/S10/S12 T10S 
R28W/R29W.

Jan. 7. Danny Byrne and 
wife, Brandie Byrne; to 
Beau Fitzgerald and Caitlin 
Fitzgerald, husband and 
wife; 49.014 ac. in S30 T7S 
R28W. $210,000.

In print.
Online.

swarkansasnews.com



4 Opinion		                                                       Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2025                                                                  Nashville News-Leader

Point of view
Street crossings
Intersections protected by

brave boys in uniform

Letters policy
The News-Leader welcomes letters to the editor. Please include your name, address with ZIP code 
and a daytime phone number for verification. Letters become the property of the News-Leader and will 
not be printed if they appear in other papers.

Mail: Nashville News-Leader, Box 205, Nashville, AR 71852.
E-mail:  jrs@nashvilleleader.com

All letters must be signed and must not be libelous, superfluous or obscene. Letters may be edited to 
conform to newspaper style and to fit space requirements.

“Were it left to me to decide whether we should have 
a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, 

I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”
Thomas Jefferson, 1787
Free press, free people
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State receives federal grant aimed
at improving maternal health care

MLK’s iconic ‘I Have a Dream’ speech
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. de-

livered the “I Have a Dream” speech 
Aug. 28, 1963, at the Lincoln Memo-
rial. The nation will observe Martin 
Luther King Day Monday, Jan. 20. 

The following are excerpts from 
the speech, a key moment in United 
States history.

Five score years ago, a great 
American, in whose symbolic 
shadow we stand today, signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This 
momentous decree came as a great 
beacon light of hope to millions of 
Negro slaves who had been seared 
in the flames of withering injustice. 
It came as a joyous daybreak to end 
the long night of their captivity. . . .

I say to you today, my friends, 
so even though we face the difficul-
ties of today and tomorrow, I still 
have a dream. It is a dream deeply 
rooted in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this 
nation will rise up and live out the 
true meaning of its creed: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal.”

I have a dream that one day on 
the red hills of Georgia, the sons 
of former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be able 
to sit down together at the table of 
brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day 
even the state of Mississippi, a state 
sweltering with the heat of injus-
tice, sweltering with the heat of op-
pression, will be transformed into 

an oasis of freedom and justice.
I have a dream that my four 

little children will one day live in 
a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin 
but by the content of their charac-
ter. I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day 
down in Alabama, with its vicious 
racists, . . . one day right there in 
Alabama little black boys and 
black girls will be able to join hands 
with little white boys and white 
girls as sisters and brothers. I have 
a dream today.

I have a dream that one day 
every valley shall be exalted, every 
hill and mountain shall be made 
low, the rough places will be made 
plain, and the crooked places will 
be made straight, and the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together.

This is our hope. . . With this 
faith we will be able to hew out of 
the mountain of despair a stone 
of hope. With this faith we will 
be able to transform the jangling 
discords of our nation into a beau-
tiful symphony of brotherhood. 
With this faith we will be able to 
work together, to pray together, 
to struggle together, to go to jail 
together, to stand up for freedom 
together, knowing that we will be 
free one day. . . .

This will be the day when all of 
God’s children will be able to sing 
with a new meaning, “My country, 

’tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, 
of thee I sing. Land where my 
fathers died, land of the pilgrim’s 
pride, from every mountainside, 
let freedom ring.”

And if America is to be a great 
nation this must become true. So 
let freedom ring from the prodi-
gious hilltops of New Hampshire. 
Let freedom ring from the mighty 
mountains of New York. Let free-
dom ring from the heightening 
Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!

Let freedom ring from the 
snowcapped Rockies of Colorado!

Let freedom ring from the cur-
vaceous slopes of California!

But not only that; let freedom 
ring from Stone Mountain of 
Georgia!

Let freedom ring from Lookout 
Mountain of Tennessee!

Let freedom ring from every hill 
and molehill of Mississippi. From 
every mountainside, let freedom 
ring.

And when this happens, and 
when we allow freedom ring, 
when we let it ring from every 
village and every hamlet, from 
every state and every city, we will 
be able to speed up that day when 
all of God’s children, black men 
and white men, Jews and Gentiles, 
Protestants and Catholics, will be 
able to join hands and sing in the 
words of the old Negro spiritual: 
“Free at last! Free at last! Thank 
God Almighty, we are free at last!”

Love Thy Neighbor, and GET THE COVID VACCINE!
Call the Howard County Health Unit -- 845-2208 -- to get your FREE shot.

Presented in the public interest by the Nashville News-Leader 
and Southwest Arkansas Radio

Don’t let the cold weather 
stop you. Keep yourself 

and those around you safe.
 Please get your free Covid-19 
vaccination. If you’re already

 fully immunized, remember to 
get the booster shots. 

By State Sen. Jimmy Hickey Jr.
The timing could not have been 

better for the good news Arkansas 
just received.

A $17 million federal grant to 
improve maternal health care was 
formally announced a few days 
before the beginning of the 2025 
legislative session.

Improving maternal health care 
is high on the legislature’s list of 
priorities for the session, which 
convenes on Monday, January 13. 
There is no definite ending date. 
However, based on the length of 
recent legislative sessions it will 
probably last until April.

The governor appointed a Stra-
tegic Committee for Maternal 
Health last year and one of its 
recommendations was to pursue 
the federal grant. As the gover-
nor said, “healthy moms means 
healthy babies.”

The grant will be implemented 
by the state Human Services De-
partment, whose secretary said 
that it would help transform how 
Arkansas approaches maternal 
health. The department will lead 
the project, and will be joined by 
the University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences.

According to the grant applica-
tion, the rate of maternal mortality 

in Arkansas is the highest in the 
country and double the national 
average. On average, the health of 
newborn infants is “considerably 
worse than the rest of the U.S.” 
when premature births, infant 
deaths and low birthweight babies 
are counted.

There are several reasons for 
the state’s low ranking, according 
to the grant application. Arkansas 
is rural and there are many areas 
where obstetrician and delivery 
services are not easily available. 
Of the 75 counties in Arkansas, 73 
are classified as fully or partially 
under-served, and 45 counties are 
classified as maternal care deserts 
due to their lack of hospitals that 
offer obstetrical services. Arkansas 
is a poor state and Medicaid pays 
for 58 percentage of births.

Some of the grant money will 
go toward educating providers, 
such as physicians and health clin-
ics, about the potential benefits of 
working with doulas, midwives 
and community health workers.

Arkansas currently has only 33 
licensed midwives, so some of the 
grant money will be used to ad-
dress that shortage. For example, 
UAMS is developing a master’s 
program for registered nurses to 
become certified nurse midwives.

Another goal is to create new 
categories in Medicaid so that dou-
las and community health workers 
can be reimbursed for helping with 
pregnancies and deliveries.

Another suggested change to 
Medicaid policy is described as 
“presumptive eligibility.” That 
means state officials would pre-
sume that a pregnant woman is 
eligible for Medicaid once she be-
comes pregnant, so that she is not 
discouraged from getting pre-natal 
because she feels that she could not 
afford it.

Some of the money will pay 
for new technology that will be 
used specifically to help pregnant 
women obtain better access to 
health care.

Some of the funding will pay for 
an effort to redesign the Medicaid 
reimbursement system. This effort 
will create incentives for provid-
ers whose patients have healthier 
outcomes.

In 2023 the legislature approved 
Act 316 that directs physicians and 
providers to screen new mothers 
for depression or other mental 
health issues within six weeks of 
giving birth. Some of the grant 
funding will go toward improving 
and expanding those mental health 
screenings.   

(NEWS-LEADER NOTE: Yes, this is another repeat from 2018. I plead 
snow disease which is the fear of walking on 
snow and ice by an old guy. Apologies, and 
I’ll try to do better as January gets older.)

IT TELLS YOU a lot about the level of 
excitement in my life right now, that the 
best part of my usual weekend is watching 
all-day reruns of “Monk.”

When “Monk” was a new television pro-
gram, his neurotic and compulsive antics put 
me in the floor laughing helplessly.

It was one show I tried to watch each 
week.

Now I just chuckle heartily at the reruns.
If you never watched the show, you’ll miss some of the humor in 

this article. But it’s funny, let me assure you. Please laugh out loud 
occasionally as you read this.

And as usual, I am going somewhere with this.
Monk was a San Francisco detective who was suspended from ac-

tive duty. Because of his special skills the police department kept him 
on as a consultant. Because of his overwhelming neuroses he had to 
have an assistant.

On a recent episode Monk escorted his assistant’s little girl around 
on Halloween Night.

She was costumed as a fairy princess. Monk wore a school crossing 
guard’s outfit. He had a neat over-the-shoulder-and-around-the-waist 
reflective safety belt. He was carrying a ‘stop’ sign.

Actually he wasn’t so much wearing a Halloween costume as he 
was attired ‘Monk’ style for the job of escorting the precious daughter 
around the neighborhood in the safe pursuit of trick-or-treats.

He was appropriately compulsive and funny.
Maybe you’re not old enough to appreciate ‘school crossing guard.’ 

I don’t think schools still have crossing guards.
That’s a pity because maybe they could grow up to become duly 

deputized Downtown J-Turn Enforcement Officers, but that’s another 
story and I’m sure you wouldn’t be interested.

Crossing guards were a big deal when I was in elementary school. 
A student would be selected to be crossing guard. He’d could get out 
of class a little bit early and strut to the office where he’d put on the 
school’s official over-the-shoulder-and-around-the-waist reflective 
safety belt and pick out a ‘stop’ sign. Or was it a flag?

Anyway, he’d dash excitedly to his assigned street corner to halt traf-
fic so that the little darlings could safely get across. I don’t think adults 
really appreciated being stopped by a self-important 12-year-old kid 
wearing an over-the-shoulder-and-around-the-waist reflective safety 
belt and waving a stop sign. But they stopped anyway.

I need to mention here that this was back in the day when children 
actually walked to and from school. I’m serious. Even if they had to 
walk as far as four or maybe even five blocks. And the kids actually 
waited patiently until their classmate crossing guard said it was okay 
to cross the street.

After all of the kids were safely through that dangerous crossing on 
their way home, the crossing guard would return to the school office 
and give up the glamorous crossing guard outfit, proud of his safety 
accomplishment.

Every student wanted to be the crossing guard. Just like we wanted 
to be selected for pounding the chalk dust out of erasers after school.

I may be wrong but it seems that only boys got to be crossing guards. 
I guess it was because the school administration figured that only 
the boys were stupid enough to fling their bodies in front of a crazed 
motorist who might be trying to run down a pack of little darlings.

We volunteered to be crossing guards also to impress the girls al-
though at the time we didn’t know why. We’d understand later.

Fast forward a few years.
I promised you I was going somewhere with this.
In Navy boot camp we had ‘road guards.’ Except for the uniform 

they were pretty similar to school crossing guards.
Our boot camp company would be marching somewhere real im-

portant, and when we came to an intersection the boot company recruit 
commander would shout “Road guards post!”

The marching company didn’t miss a step. The designated road 
guards would rush out to block the intersection even if there wasn’t 
vehicle within 20 miles. They stood at ‘parade rest.’ Hands behind the 
back; feet spread just so. Eyes fixed firmly on the road ahead. Tummy 
sucked in to impress any girls who might be within a 20-mile radius.

There were none, of course. This was boot camp.
After the whole company was past the intersection, the road guards 

would run to catch up and resume their place in the column. Boot camp 
was rigorous but safe because of these brave future sailors.

If there ARE crossing guards at elementary schools these days I’m 
sure that they are properly armed just as the Lord and the Arkansas 
Legislature intended.

---- --- 
HE SAID: “If there is any one secret of success, it lies in the ability to 

get the other person's point of view and see things from that person's 
angle as well as from your own.” Henry Ford, industrialist

---- --- 
SHE SAID: “As long as the people don't fear the truth, there is hope. 

For once they fear it, the one who tells it doesn't stand a chance. And 
today, truth is still beautiful ... but so frightening.” Alice Walker, novel-
ist (‘The Color Purple’)

---- --- 
SWEET DREAMS, Baby
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Continued
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The Honor Roll for the 
second nine weeks at Nash-
ville Junior High School has 
been announced by Princi-
pal Hannah Topor.

Students  who were 
named to the list include 
the following:

Ninth Grade
All A’s - Javian Atkins, 

Audri Bearden, Aiden Brad-
ley, Allisa Byers, Catherine 
Campos, Mallory Clifton, 
Phoebe Coffee, Hayden 
Crabtree, Kamara Cruse, 
Princess Davis, Fernando 
Garcia, Chloe Gathright, 
Sebastian Gonzalez, Talena 
Hill, Nyelah Holder, Hal-
ton Howard, Bracen James, 
Alyssa Jarman, Landon Ma-
gee, Maddison Martinez, 
Adolfo Puente, Anna Ren-
teria, Eden Sartin, Destiny 
Stuart, Trace Troutt, Garrett 
Westfall, Jace Wright.

A’s & B’s - Natalie Al-
exander, Isaias Andraca, 
Ittzel Barajas, Kayla Bretado, 
Khamari Canady, Kimora 
Carter, Evan Cooley, Brook-
lyn Cox, Sophie Dale, Alex-
ander Gomez, Lucy Hagler, 
Bailee Haney, Scarlett Har-
ris, Nilson Henriquez, Can-
delaria Hernandez, Eduardo 
Hernandez, Emma Hill, 
Trenton Hill, Ayden How-
ard, Kelyse Jefferson, Lexia 
Kitchens, Alex Martinez, 
William McGough, Blake 
Moody, Josue Murillo, Callie 
Murry, Edwin Pacheco, Jeni-
fer Paz, Kaleiah Pryor, Khloe 
Reich, Jazlyn Scroggins, 
Ja’Torian Smalley, Kynsleigh 
Smith, Hunter Stanton, 
Brieanna Stone, Julia Ted-
ford, Jazmyne Thompson, 
Seonna Thompson, Abigail 
Turbeville, Hugo Villalobos, 
Ella Westfall

Eighth Grade
All A’s  -  Guadalupe 

Arroyo-Martinez, Tailynn 
Barker, Owen Bauer, Emily 
Byers, Weller Chesshir, Abis-
hai Cruz, Paul Dean, Ledger 
Green, Jaydn Johnson, Bray-
ley Lowery, Ace McKinnon, 
Brooklyn Morgan, Cason 
Parker, Emiline Petty, Cope-
lin Reeder, Taylon Schooley, 
Harlee Webb, Rhett Young

A’s & B’s - Rayniah Al-
varez, Abigail Bailey, Aron 
Barajas, Yosselyn Barrera, 
Zakyrius Beasley, Khloe 
Brewer, Jonathan Bustaman-
te, Dalton Carter, Jon Castle-

man, Jaleeya Collins, Jean 
Carlos Contreras Ramirez, 
Luke Cooley, Landry Cra-
ven, Miranda Dukes, Jaden 
Ellison, Addison Gammage, 
Malik Gilliam, Zania Green, 
Hudson Halter, Ethan Ham-
ilton, Gemma Harberson, 
Ezra Loggins, Maddie Love-
lis, Molly Marion, Daya-
na Morales Pineda, Elijah 
Muresan, Bay Nolte, Karson 
Pack, Geysi Pena, Adrian 
Perez, Corban Perez, Bryce 
Ramsire, Andrew Reese, Ta-
hya Riggins, D’Tajeun Ross, 
Xavier Rubio, Jacob Salazar 
II, McKynlee Scott, Mallory 
Smelser, Addison Sullivan, 
Savannah Taylor, Emory 
Wallis, Kaegan Waters

Seventh Grade
All A’s - Brynlee Bagley, 

Selina Berruquin-Alonso, 
Wyatt Chesshir, Tarlaycia 
Chipps, Carson Clifton, Da-
vin Dowdy, Parker Giddens, 
Connor Gordon, Dieucotie 
Green, Kallen Horn, Kale 
Hughes, Kimber Jones, 
Lucas Lowery, Jonathan 
Maldonado, Caleb Mounts, 
Jaxson Parker, Kaylee Pizar-
ro, Kennedy Porter, Carter 
Reeves, Dawson Smith, Min-
ka Stanley, Alonzo Stroud, 
Bella Topor, Cherish Tucker

A’s & B’s - Addison Bane-
gas, Heavenly Brett, Kylie 
Buenrostro, La’Miyah Ca-
nady, Cruz Cortes, Arleth 
Cuevas, Jahce Curry, Gun-
ner Davis, Betsaida De La 
Rosa, Autumn Dillard, Tim-
othy Floyd, Brantley Good-
win, Emma Gunter, Hudson 
Harrison, Alexis Hernan-
dez, Genesis Hernandez, 
Tara Hill, Parker Jackson, 
La’Trevious Johnson, Ava 
Jones, Jayson Jones, Kaden 
Jones, Macey Keeton, Gage 
Kinkade, Paxton Linville, 
Eden Lopez Mercado, Har-
mony Martin, Avery Masca-
renas, Emily Mendoza, Des-
tiny Mercado, Loraine Nati-
vidad, Emely Nava, Adalyn 
Parker, Ayleen Pioquinto, 
Abigail Sartin, Annabelle 
Schooley, Channing Sha-
ckelford, Olivia Simmons, 
Braylee Smith, Kennedy 
Smith, Hunter Stone, Brayan 
Thomas, Olivia Trimble, 
Orlandis Trimble JR, Imani 
Underwood, Terra Vander-
ziel, Aiden Vaughn, Nico-
las Vilar, Z’onna Williams, 
Emma Wilson, Aiden Wright

Honor Roll announced
at Nashville Junior High

1971 Ronny Blakely
1972 James Chandler
1973 Dale Hamilton
1974 Edwin Dale
1975 Bruce Anthony
1976 Joe Branch
1977 Pete Gathright
1978 David Boden, Roy 

Reaves
1979 David Pile

1980 Kenneth Wilson
1981 Louie Graves
1982 Price Kreul
1983 Rick Castleberry
1984 Herschell Teague
1985-86 Mike Reese
1987 Larry Teague
1988 Dennis McBride
1989 Wendell Hoover
1990 Jerry Jacobs
1991 Sammie Cox
1992 Don Cooley
1993 Greg Tate
1994 Mike Kinkade
1995 Rob Hainen
1996 Donnie Parrish

1997 Deb Kinkade
1998 Roger Cox
1999 Roger Cox, Deb 

Kinkade
2000 Price Kreul
2001 Sheila Kreul
2002 Floyd Clark, Jr.
2003 Don White, Sr.
2004 Tina Chism
2005 Ronny Woods
2006 Earl Sanders
2007 Cary Lott
2008 Charlie Peek
2009 John Gray
2010 Rusty Hagler
2011 Dena Tollett

2012 Tim Pinkerton
2013 Wendy Haddan
2014 Mary Woodruff
2015 Ouida Terrell
2016 Noelle Couch
2017 Will Martin
2018 Bill Craig
2019 Tammy Gibson
2020 Loren Hinton
2021 Mark Dale
2022 Carlos Martinez
2023 Michelle Boone
2024 Aaron Tollett
2025 Kristin Stavely

News-Leader photo/DEDE ROBINSON
A snow-covered tree stands beside a pond at Mineral Springs last week following 
snowfall Jan. 9 and 10.

News-Leader photo/HANNAH TOPOR
Snow and ice toppled two big pine trees during the 
weekend at Nashville Junior High School.

News-Leader photo/DEDE ROBINSON
Bird footprints in the snow 
Friday, Jan. 10

News-Leader photo/CONNIE CASTLEBERRY
By Sunday afternoon, the trees taken down by a wintry 
mix had been moved off the NJHS driveway.

Nashville Chamber of Commerce Banquet
Monday, Feb. 17 @ Nashville High School cafeteria

Time to be announced

Follow the
Nashville News-Leader.

Your hometown newspaper
870-845-0600
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By John Balch
News-Leader staff

Mineral Springs Head 
Coach Jason Hathcock has 
resigned after three seasons 
on the sidelines with the 
football Hornets.

Hathcock, who played 
high school football for Glen 
Rose and coached at Bar-
ton, Bismarck and Lafayette 
County before coming to 
Mineral Springs, leaves the 
Hornets with a 22-11 record.

“I know I have left the 
program better than when I 
took it over,” Hathcock told 
the newspaper last week. “In 
three seasons, the Hornets 
finished in the top 10 and 
made playoff appearances 
every season.”

He noted that the Hor-
nets were 6-21 in the three 
seasons prior to his arrival 
including a winless 2021.

“The Hornets have had 
seven athletes and count-
ing that have been offered 
athletic scholarship and the 
team GPA increased from 2.4 
to 3.2,” Hathcock said.

During his short time 
with the school district, Ha-
thcock said that he was also 
able to fundraise and make 
approximately $750,000 in 
business contracts used to 
improve the district’s sports 
facilities.

Hathcock said the main 
reason he resigned was that 
he felt that the district’s 
vision and his vision “no 
longer aligned.”

“When I accepted this 
positions, I was inspired 

by the vision for the district 
portrayed by the current ad-
ministration. I feel the vision 
of the district has shifted, 
and our visions no longer 
align,” he said.

“There are no hard feel-
ings, these things tend to 
happen in coaching. It is part 
of the business.”

Hathcock added, “I will 
cherish the memories made 
and will continue to support 
the young men that played 
for me at Mineral Springs.

“The relationships you 
build in this profession are 
what counts. I pray that the 
lessons that this football pro-
gram has taught these young 
men enables them to have 
bright and successful futures 
in their careers, marriages 
and parenthood.”

Hathcock said he is un-
sure of his next step, but “Im 
trusting God to lead me to 
where He wants me to be.”

Coach Jason Hathcock

The Pike County Ham 
Radio Club will be conduct-
ing a free general licensing 
class, open to residents of 
Pike, Howard, Montgomery 
and Clark counties, and the 
surrounding areas.

An informational meet-
ing will be held Jan. 17, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Kirby School 
Cafeteria.

Topics of discussion
will include:

- Dates of future classes

- Test date and fees
- Test prep material

- FCC license requirements
For more

information, contact:
Mark Reed

903-701-5954 
mark.reed.ii@gmail.com 

Will Henderson
870-925-0168

redhenderson@hotmail.
com

Pat Chaloner
870-285-5023

Pike County Ham Radio 
Club meeting Jan. 17

Head Hornet
resigns

News-Leader photo/JOHN BALCH
WORK CONTINUES ON 
TANK, CELL TOWER.
Simultaneous work on 
Nashville’s water tank 
on Third Street and the 
installation of an AT&T 
cell tower continues in the 
new year and should be 
completed by the end of 
the month, weather per-
mitting. The tank is being 
sandblasted and painted 
and a big curtain will soon 
be up around the tower 
during the exterior paint-
ing. The tank has been 
isolated for the work and 
the water supply diverted 
to the tank on Seventh 
Street. Here, a large 
crane works beside the 
tank tower to install the 
second piece of the cell 
tower, which now stands 
several feet taller than the 
tank tower.
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By John Balch
News-Leader staff

The Murfreesboro City 
Council voted Monday 
night to wrap up the west 
side of the sidewalk project 
through the center of down-
town before looking at get-
ting started on the east side 
of North Washington.

The project will be funded 
by an Arkansas Department 
of Transportation 80/20 
matching grant for the entire 
sidewalk project - east and 
west sides - that maxes out 
at $500,000 with the city’s 
contribution to max out 
at $210,000, according to 
Recorder/Treasurer Penny 
Lamb.

The west side wrap 
would include continuing 
the new sidewalk towards 
the courthouse square and 
adding lights along the en-
tire length of that side.

The council is expected 
to meet with an engineer 
next month to get the details 
and start the paperwork 
involved. The mayor noted 
that this is a 2026 project.

In other council busi-
ness Monday night, Mayor 
O’Neal announced that 
longtime Murfreesboro Fire 
& Rescue Department chief 
Randy Lamb has stepped 
down and the council ap-
proved Ricky Branch as his 
replacement. Lamb, who is 
also the city’s police chief, 
served for more than 10 
years as fire chief and will 
continue to serve the depart-
ment as a captain. Branch 
has also served the depart-
ment for many years and 
was Lamb’s assistant chief.

Mayor O’Neal also up-
dated the council on the Low 
to Moderate Income (LMI) 

survey the city is planning 
to conduct in an effort to ap-
peal the 2020 census figure 
that shows the city has a 51% 
designation. The increase is 
due to the increase in vaca-
tion rental homes in the area 
that were once used to house 
low to moderate income 
residents and families, ac-
cording to the mayor.

The percentage makes 
Murfreesboro too wealthy to 
qualify for many grant pro-
grams until the next census 
in 2030. O’Neal noted that 
the city’s water department 
was recently turned down 
for a grant to buy a genera-
tor for the water treatment 
plant because of the LMI 
percentage.

The plan is to contact 
every resident with a Mur-
freesboro water meter either 
by mail, phone or in person. 
The mayor said he plans to 
get more information when 
he attends an upcoming 
Arkansas Municipal League 
meeting and will report the 
findings to the council.

The council also ap-
proved Recorder/Treasurer 
Lamb’s financial report, 
which included the follow-
ing beginning and ending 
balances for December 2023:

General Fund
$30,927/$21,778
General Operating
$385,887/$409,004
Street Fund
$16,505/$13,956
Street Operating
$357,130/$368,648
Park Fund
$17,673/$12,482
Water & Sewer Dept.
$488,820/$522,659
Advertising
& Tourism Commission
$100,794/$94,962

M’boro to wrap 
up west side of 
sidewalk project

Thank You to Our Readers & Advertisers for Your Support!
The Nashville News-Leader

A reward of $1,000 has 
been offered by the family of 
Corbin Cooper for informa-
tion leading to an arrest and 
conviction in the death of 
their son in Nashville.

“Somebody out there 
knows something,” said 
Cooper’s mother, Bonnie 
Winston of Idabel, Okla., 
as she continues to wait for 
the investigation into her 
son’s death in Nashville 
to provide some clues and 
potential justice.

Winston is the mother of 
Corbin A’Sean Cooper, Sr., 
22, whose body was recov-
ered on Oct. 15 alongside the 
road from the 1200 block of 
South Price Street in Nash-
ville. Cooper had apparently 
died from a gunshot wound.

Cooper, 22, was last heard 
from by family members on 
Oct. 10 and it was his mother 
who filed the missing per-
sons report with the Nash-
ville Police Department.

Cooper had missed his 
daily call to his mother and 
Winston knew something 
was wrong.

“It’s heart-breaking, 
crushing,” said Winston, 
who added Cooper was 
the father of three-year-old 
Corbin Cooper, Jr. The child 
resides with Winston and its 
mother in Idabel.

“That’s all I have left is 
that baby.”

Cooper’s father, Corey 
Cooper, Sr. resides in Nash-
ville, according to the moth-
er, and the son had recently 
arrived in back in Nashville 
seeking gainful employ-
ment. Corbin Cooper briefly 
attended Nashville High 
School before returning to 
Idabel to graduate in 2020.

Person with any informa-
tion regarding Cooper or his 
homicide are urged to call 
the NPD at (870) 845-3434.

Reward 
offered 
in local 

homicide

The Pike Health County 
Coalition invites county 
residents to an upcoming 
community roundtable dis-
cussion and asks interested 
participants to save the date.

The event will be held 
on March 10 at a yet to be 

determined location.
Topics of conversation 

will be improving health-
care access, addressing com-
munity concerns and fos-
tering collaboration across 
local organizations.

“Help us make a differ-

ence,” said the flyer for the 
event.

Lunch will be provided 
for attendees.

For more information 
contact Shannon Ballard at 
(870) 285-2161 or Chantell 
Jones at (870) 703-1158.

Sign up for Murfreesboro 
baseball, softball & tee ball 
will be held Thursday, Jan. 
30 from 4-6 pm and Satur-

day, Feb. 1 from 9-12 noon.
Both dates will be held at 

the Murfreesboro City Park 
office. 

This season’s fees in $60 
baseball and softball and 
$30 tee ball are due at sign 
up

Harvest Regional Food 
Bank will distribute TEFAP 
USDA Food Boxes directly 
from their truck on Wednes-
day, Jan. 22 at the Murfrees-
boro Municipal Building 
from 8:30-10:30am or until 
all boxes have been distrib-
uted.

The food bank and the 
Nashville Sunset Church of 
Christ will distribute TEFAP 

food boxes directly from 
their truck on Wednesday, 
Jan. 29 from 8:30-10:30am 
or until all boxes have been 
distributed.

The truck will be parked 
at the church, located at 1420 
W Sunset St. Nashville.

Recipients must come in-

side the Fellowship Building 
(located behind the church) 
to check in first.

Once checked in, recipi-
ents will go back to their 
vehicle and proceed to line 
up along in the church park-
ing lot and wait for further 
instructions. 

Pike County Health Coalition
to host community roundtable

Sign-up set for M’boro summer sports

Commodities coming to Pike, Howard this month

Corbin Cooper
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2000 OLDSMOBILE BRAVADA 
VIN# 1GHDT13W6Y2284131
1996 BUICK REGAL
VIN# 2G4WB52M1T1402342
ARE BEING HELD AT BYPASS DIESEL & WRECKER 
SERVICE, INC. 9224 HWY 278 WEST NASHVILLE, 
AR 71852, 870-845-1597, DUE TO ABANDONMENT. 
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC SALE 
UNLESS CLAIMED WITHIN 10 DAYS. FAILURE TO 
RECLAIM VEHICLES WAVES ALL RIGHTS, TITLE, 
& INTEREST IN ABOVE VEHICLES. VEHICLES MAY 
BE RECLAIMED DURING BUSINESS HOURS BY 
PROVIDING OWNERSHIP, AND BY PAYING ALL 
CHARGES AGAINST VEHICLES. 

(BD: 30)

PUBLIC NOTICE

After most of the schedule 
was canceled or postponed 
last week due to winter pre-
cipitation, the Murfreesboro 
basketball teams were able to 
get in a set of games against 
Magnet Cove prior to the 
weather’s icy clutches.

The junior high boys 
lost to Cutter Morning Star 
(CMS) by a 49-36 score.

The senior high Lady Rat-
tlers would also fall to Cutter 
by a 50-29 score.

The Murfreesboro Rat-
tlers gained a bit of retribu-
tion in the finale against 
Cutter, defeating the Eagles 

DIERKS OUTLAWS Bryar Janes (at left) and Dylan Moore against Spring Hill

LADY OUTLAWS Senior High Hannah Kirby (at left) and Junior High Savannah Tedford

Murfreesboro Diamond photo
TO THE HOOP. Murfreesboro’s Caden Dixon led the 
Rattler scoring against Magnet Cove with 19 points.

Senior Rattlers pick up 
win over Magnet Cove

by a 51-47 score.
Schedule Changes
The junior high and sev-

enth grade games set for Jan. 
9 have been canceled.

The Jan. 10 game against 
Caddo Hills will be now be 
held on Jan. 27 in Murfrees-
boro. The chili supper ben-
efit for the track team that 
was scheduled to be held on 
January 10 will be moved to 
Jan. 21 when the team will 
host Horatio.

The junior high teams 
will not be participating 
this week in the scheduled 
Umpire tournament.

The Dierks basketball 
teams traveled to Spring Hill 
Jan. 7 and brought back three 
wins in four games.

The Dierks 7th grade boys 
won 21-17 while the junior 
high Lady Outlaws remain 
undefeated with a 48-11 win. 
The senior Lady Outlaws 
rocked SH 76-45 while the 

senior boys suffered a 49-46 
upset loss.

Milee Harrison led the 
senior girls scoring with 26 
points, including six three-
pointers followed by Addi-
son Hill with 12 and Ryleigh 
Simmons with 10, Raylie 
Walston 9, Gracie Thigpen 
8, Aspen Pugh 6 and Hannh 

Kirby 5.
Dylan Moore led the se-

nior Outlaws with 21 points, 
all coming on three-pointers 

in the Outlaws’ loss. Peyton 
Boeckman added 10 to the 
Outlaw total followed by 
Gadbury(5) and Hill (4).

Dierks takes 3 of 4 from Spring Hill

Dierks photos by Nikki Field Images & Designs

We couldn’t do it without you!
THANK YOU....

for Reading & Supporting
The Nashville News-Leader
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Delight
Methodist Church

E. Antioch Street • Delight

Morning Services - 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting  - Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Jim Henderson, Pastor

First Christian 
Church

500 N. Main • Nashville
(Corner of Main & Bishop)

845-3241
Sunday Bible School - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Minister: Jim Pinson

Futrell Marine
Hwy. 371 
Nashville

(870) 845-3122

woods & 
woods

public accountants, pa Ltd.
118 N. Main - Nashville - 845-4422

Jason Lenderman, CPA

Lockesburg First 
United Methodist 

Church ~ 11:00 a.m.
& Mt. Carmel United
Methodist Church

12:15 p.m.
Tommy Halsell, Pastor

Everyone is always welcome!

You are invited to worship with us at...
Center Point 
Missionary

Baptist Church
211 Church St. • Center Point

Pastor: Jaron Tipton
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service 5:00 p.m.

HOLLY CREEK
Missionary Baptist Church
705 Main St. • Dierks • 286-2010

Sun. School 10:00 a.m.
Sun. Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sun. Evening 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday WOW 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Pastor: Bro. Brian Finn

Radio Program: 9:45 Sunday Morning • B99.5 FM
Visit us at: www.hollycreekmbc.net

Come worship with us!

First Church of God
Community Oriented & Christ Centered

946 MLK, Hwy 355, Tollette, AR

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11:00 a.m. • Youth 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday evening service 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Charles Green, Pastor

-- Non-Denomination --

New Life in Jesus
Christ Church

913 South Main St. • Nashville, AR
Sunday Morning Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastors: Lankford & Mary Alice Moore

EBENEZER UMC
318 West Dodson • Nashville

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Scott Memorial 

(Paraloma Community)
First & Third Sundays Monthly

Sunday Worship 9:15 a.m.
Pastor: Ellis Ray Floyd

Immanuel Baptist 
Church

Immanuel St. • Nashville • 845-3414
www.myimmanuel.com
Pastor: Paul Herndon

Sunday: Sunday School - 9:55 a.m.
Worship (KMTB-fm) - 10:55 a.m.

Worship - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: GROW - 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Youth - 5:30 p.m. Pastor Don Jones

First Baptist Church
415 N. Main • Nashville
Come Worship With Us!

Sunday school 9 a.m.
Morning worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.

Evening worship 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Kevin Sartin

HOLY MASS
St. Martin’s Catholic Church

1011 W. Leslie •Nashville
Sunday (Eng.) - 9 a.m.
Sunday (Esp.) - 11 a.m.
Wednesday - 6 p.m.
Thursday - 8 a.m.

1st Friday - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday (Esp.) - 6:30 p.m.

Fr. Salvador Vega, Pastor
Welcome • Bienvenidos

Attend Church This Sunday!

Mineral Springs 
Church of 

Christ
318 Bridgeman Dr. • Mineral Springs

870-287-5652

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Service: 6:00 p.m.

First United 
Methodist 

Church
1403 W. Sunset St.  • Nashville

870-845-3030
nashvillefumc.org
Pastor: Pam Estes

Sunday school 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:50 a.m.

Facebook Live or listen to 105.5 FM

To Advertise 
your Church or 

Business 
Call Tracy

at 870-845-0600

By John Balch
News-Leader staff

Longtime Murfreesboro Water 
Superintendent Randy Miller’s retire-
ment plans have been put on hold after 
his replacement decided to quit after 
just seven days on the job.

Miller was set to be replaced by Jeff 
Parker and then stay on as need-be 
contract labor until Parker had secured 
all the required licenses for running 

a city water system. Parker, a former 
employee of the Arkansas Department 
of Health and the City of Nashville’s 
water department, had been in train-
ing with Miller at the water treatment 
plant for approximately six weeks 
before assuming his superintendent 
role on Jan. 1.

Parker submitted his resignation 
to Miller on Jan. 8 following a Jan. 7 
meeting with water department com-

missioners.
As a result, Miller, who was treated 

to a retirement reception on Dec. 27, is 
now back as full-time superintendent. 
The year 2025 will be his 47th year with 
the water and sewer department.

Murfreesboro Mayor Jim O’Neal 
announced in Monday’s council meet-
ing that the city is “back to ground 
zero” in the search for a new water 
superintendent.

Murfreesboro water superintendent’s retirement 
cut short as replacement bails after seven days

Murfreesboro Diamond photo
TOO HEAVY IN PARTS. Winter storm Blair’s pass over Arkansas brought about a large amount of snow and 
ice and in some cases, like here at a Murfreesboro business front, caused structural damage.

Got a Local Story or Photo Idea?
Contact The Nashville News-Leader!

870-845-0600

HOWARD COUNTY FAIR
STEAK DINNER FUNDRAISER

The Howard County Fair Association will host 
a “Love Is In The Fair” Banquet Dinner on Sat-
urday, Feb. 15 at Midtown Social in Nashville. 
The event will start at 6 p.m. and will include fair 
board members working for tips with an assist 
from 4H and FFA members. There will also be 
10 “big ticket” items up for auction. The dress 
code will be “Denim & Diamonds” and attend-
ees will be treated to a steak dinner and music 
entertainment. Tickets are $60 each, $300 for 
a table for six and $500 for a table of 10. The 
deadline to purchase tickets is Jan. 31. For more 
information contact any fair association mem-
ber: Mark Kitchens, Karter Castleberry, Sydney 
Reed, John Raulerson, Bill Bean, Scott Hath-
coat, Beth Lamb, Kaitlin Miller or Karlie Worley.
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NASHVILLE 
NEws-LEADER

ClassifiedS
BUSINESS 
SERVICES

MINI  STORAGE in Mur-
freesboro. 870-845-6304. 
(gs:4-tf)
--------------------------------------
Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 202 W. Howard 
St. Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8 
to 9 p.m. Elizabeth 870-
949-5833, Warren 870-
557-0446,  Chad 430-200-
7150.
--------------------------------------

Subscribe to the 
Nashville News-Leader 

for only $40 a year

MEDICAL 
Electric wheel chair. Por-
table, light weight, like new, 
low $ or perhaps free to 
senior, 888-442-3390. (WG)
-------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE

Howard County is now accepting bids on culvert pipe.  
Bids are requested on high density corrugated polyethylene 
(smooth Interior) pipe.  Sizes are 12”, 15”, 18”, 24”, 36”, 48”, 
and 60”, 20ft. in length.  Prices will be for county yard in 
Nashville, Arkansas.

Bids will be opened on Thursday, January 23, at 10:00 
a.m. in the County Judges’ Office.  

Howard County reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all bids.

 Brent Pinkerton
Brent Pinkerton, Howard County Judge

(This publication was paid for by the Howard County 
Judge. The amount paid for this publication is $40.00)

(HCJ: 29, 30)

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE QOURUM COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS

AN ORDINANCE TO BE ENTITLED:
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE LEVYING 

OF TAXES FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR OF 2024
ORDINANCE NO: 2024-11

BE IT ENACTED BY THE QUORUM COURT OF 
HOWARD COUNTY, ARKANSAS:
SECTION 1: The Tax Committee of Howard County, 
Arkansas, has presented its Report of the taxing units 
of Howard County, Arkansas, to the Quorum Court, a 
true and correct copy of which is attached hereto and 
incorporated herein for all purposes as if set out word 
for word herein. 
SECTION 2: The aforesaid report is approved in all 
aspects. 
SECTION 3: The millages listed in the aforesaid report 
are to be levied on the respective taxing units of Howard 
County, Arkansas, on the valuation the Assessor has put 
on the tax books to be collected in the calendar year of 
2025. 
SECTON 4: This ordinance to be in full force and effect 
from and after its passage. 
Brent Pinkerton, County Judge
ATTEST:
Keri Teague, County Clerk
November 18, 2024

HOWARD COUNTY 
MILLAGE TO BE COLLECTED IN 2024 FROM 

EACH TAXING UNIT (REAL ESTATE) FROM EACH 
TAXING UNIT (2024 TAXES DUE IN 2025)

SD #10                     	  31.7
SD #20                     	  43.0
SD #30                    	  34.0
SD #80                     	  44.0
SD #11                     	  34.0
SD #16                      	  41.0
SD #79                      	  44.0
COUNTY GENERAL        3.6
COUNTY ROAD               2.0
COUNTY LIBRARY          1.0
NASHVILLE              	     3.6
DIERKS.                              3.0
MINERAL SPRINGS*      5.0
TOLLETTE                          5.0
STREETS .001 (1/2 OF Road Millage)
TOTAL MILLAGE (including School, County, and 
City)
SD #10                    	  38.3
SD #10 NA              	  41.9
SD #20                    	  49.6
SD #20 DI                 	  52.6
SD #30                   	   40.6
SD #30 MI *               	   45.6
SD #30 T0                 	   45.6
SD #80                                50.6
SD #11                                40.6
SD #11 TO                         45.6
SD #16                                47.6
SD #79                                50.6
Witness my hand and seal this 18 day of November, 
2024 
Keri Teague, County & Probate Clerk

HOWARD COUNTY 
MILLAGE TO BE COLLECTED IN 2024 FROM EACH 
TAXING UNIT (PERSONAL) FROM EACH TAXING 

UNIT (2024 TAXES DUE IN 2025)
SD #10                    	  31.7
SD #20                    	  43.0
SD #30                   	  34.0
SD #80                     	  44.0
SD #11                    	  34.0
SD #16                     	  41.0
SD #79                      	  44.0
COUNTY GENERAL 	    3.6
COUNTY ROAD               2.0
COUNTY LIBRARY         1.0
NASHVILLE                      3.6
DIERKS.                              3.0
MINERAL SPRINGS*      5.0
TOLLETTE                         5.0
STREETS .001 (1/2 OF Road Millage)
TOTAL MILLAGE (including School, County, and 
City)
SD #10                    	   38.3
SD #10 NA                        41.9
SD #20                               49.6
SD #20 DI                          52.6
SD #30                                40.6
SD #30 MI *             	   45.6
SD #30 T0                	   45.6
SD #80                    	   50.6
SD #11                   	   40.6
SD #11 TO                         45.6
SD #16                     	   47.6
SD #79                                50.6
Witness my hand and seal this 18 day of November, 
2024 
Keri Teague, County & Probate Clerk

(This publication was paid for by the Howard County 
Judge. The amount paid for this publication is $182.00)

(HCJ: 30)

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-12
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 

NO. 2023-10
THE 2024 HOWARD COUNTY OPERATING BUDGET 

ORDINANCE.
BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE QUORUM COURT 
OF HOWARD COUNTY, ARKANSAS:
	 SECTION 1:  The 2024 Howard County Budget 
Ordinance No. 2023-10 should be Amended as follows:
	 Howard County Sheriff’s Budget, Miscellaneous 
Law Enforcement (1000-0400-3093) should increase by 
$1,995.00.  This money comes from LeadsOnline LLC, 
for a refund.  Howard County Sheriff’s Budget, Fleet 
Liability (1000-0400-3053) should increase by $658.00.  
This increase comes from a refund from the Association 
of Arkansas Counties, Inc.
	 Howard County Circuit Clerk, Salaries Full-
Time (1000-0102-1001) should increase by $768.00.  This 
increase comes from a transfer from the Law Library, 
Salaries Part-Time (3400-0102-1002).
	  SECTION 2:  This ordinance is to be in full force 
and effect from and after its passage.
Brent Pinkerton, Howard, County Judge
ATTEST:
Keri Teague, Howard County Clerk
December 16, 2024 
(This publication was paid for by the Howard County 
Judge. The amount paid for this publication is $70.00)
(HCJ: 30)

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-13
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 

NO. 2023-10
THE 2024 HOWARD COUNTY OPERATING BUDGET 

ORDINANCE.
BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE QUORUM COURT 
OF HOWARD COUNTY, ARKANSAS:

	 SECTION 1:  The 2024 Howard County Budget 
Ordinance No. 2023-10 should be amended as follows: 

County Judge Full Time Salaries (1000-0100-1001) need to 
increase $1,000.00 and Social Security Matching (1000-0100-
1006) need to increase to $76.50. This amount of $1,076.50 
comes from the Contingency Fund (1001). 

County Clerk Full Time Salaries (1001-0101-1001) meed 
to increase to $3,000.00 and Social Security Matching (1000-
010-1006) need to increase $229.50. This amount of $3,229.50 
comes from the Contingency Fund (1001). 

County Circuit Clerk Full Time Salaries (1000-0102-1001) 
need to increase to $4,000.00 and Social Security Matching 
(1000-0102-1006) need to increase to $306.00. This amount 
of $4,306.00 comes from the Contingency Fund (1001).

County Treasurer Full Time Salaries (1000-0103-1001) 
need to increase to $2,000.00 and Social Security Matching 
(1000-0103-1006) need to increase to $153.00 This amount 
of $2,153.00 comes from Contingency Fund (1001). 

County Collector Full Time Salaries (1000-0104-1001) 
need to increase $2,250.00 and Social Security Matching 
(1000-0104-1006) need to increase to $172.13. This amount 
of $2,422.13 comes from the Contingency Fund (1001).

County Assessor Full Time Salaries (1000-0105-1001) 
need to increase to $4,500.00 and Social Security Matching 
(1000-0105-1006) need to increase to $344.25. This amount 
of $4,844.25 comes from the Contingency Fund (1001).

Courthouse Maintenance Full Time Salaries (1000-0108-
1001) need to increase to $1,000.00 and Social Security 
Matching (1000-0108-1006) need to increase to $76.50. This 
amount of $1,076.50 comes from the Contingency Fund 
(1001).

County Sheriff Full Time Salaries (1000-0400-1001) need 
to increase to $8,250.00 and Social Security Matching (1000-
0400-1006) need to increase to $631.13. This amount of 
$8,881.13 comes from the Contingency Fund (1001). 

Prosecuting Attorney Full Time Salaries (1000-0416-1001) 
need to increase to $1,000.00 and Social Security Matching 
(1000-0416-1006) need to increase to $76.50. This amount of 
$1,076.50 comes from the Contingency Fund (1001). 

District Court Full Time Salaries (1800-0409-1001) need 
to increase to $4,000.00 and Social Security Matching (1800-
0409-1006) need to increase to $306.00. This amount of 
$4,306.00 comes from the Contingency Fund (1001). 

Road Department Full Time Salaries (2000-0200-1001) 
need to increase to $19,250.00 and Social Security Matching 
(2000-0200-1006) need to increase to $1,472.63. This amount 
of $20,722.63 comes from the Contingency Fund (1001). 

Library Full Time Salaries (3008-0600-1001) need to in-
crease to $2,000.00 and Social Security Matching (3008-0600-
1006) need to increase to $153.00. This amount of $2,153.00 
comes from the Contingency Fund (1001). 

Sanitation Full Time Salaries (3009-0701-1001) need to 
increase to $2,750.00 and Social Security Matching (3009-
0701-1006) need to increase to $210.39. This amount of 
$2,960.39 comes from the Contingency Fund (1001). 

Jail Time Full Time Salaries (3017-0418-1001) need to 
increase to $10,000.00 and Social Security Matching (3017-
0418-1006) need to increase to $765.02. This amount of 
$10,765.02 comes from the Contingency Fund (1001).

911 Time Full Time Salaries (3020-0501-1001) need to 
increase to $500.00 and Social Security Matching (3020-0501-
1006) need to increase to $38.25. This amount of $538.25 
comes from the Contingency Fund (1001). 

Victim Witness Time Full Time Salaries (3025-0416-1001) 
need to increase to $2,000.00 and Social Security Matching 
(3025-0416-1006) need to increase to $153.00. This amount 
of $2,153.00 comes from the Contingency Fund (1001).

OES Time Full Time Salaries (1000-0500-1001) need to 
increase to $500.00 and Social Security Matching (1000-0500-
1006) need to increase to $38.25. This amount of $538.25 
comes from the Contingency Fund (1001). 

SECTION 2: This ordinance is to be in full force and effect 
from and after its passage. 
ATTEST:
Keri Teague, Howard County Clerk
December 16, 2024.

(This publication was paid for by the Howard County 
Judge. The amount paid for this publication is $272.80)
(HCJ: 30)

PUBLIC NOTICE

HOUSE 
FOR SALE

Delight, Ar- 320 Michigan 
St- 1,520 Sq ft 3br/2bath on 
1.3 acres with 20x30 shop for 
$126,500. Owner financing 
available with low down and 
low closing costs. (wac). Call 
Kevin 903-826-0223 (pd.)
--------------------------------------
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UA Cossatot has announced the establish-
ment of a new scholarship, The Britt Family 
Scholarship, aimed at supporting local stu-
dents in their pursuit of higher education.

This generous scholarship, created by 
Nashville native Wayne Britt, will provide 
financial assistance to two students per aca-
demic year, covering full tuition and general 
fees for the fall and spring semesters.

Britt, the donor, shared his inspiration for 
creating the scholarship: “My mother and 
father, Jean and Van Britt, did not have the 
same educational opportunities that I had. 
But they knew the value of education and 
stressed it for me and my three brothers. 
They insisted we do well in school because 
through education is how one improves 
their life. My teachers at Nashville also were 
very instrumental in my educational journey 
by inciting my curiosity such that I never 
wanted to quit learning.”

Reflecting on his own educational jour-
ney, Britt added, “I was also very fortunate 
to receive financial assistance in the form of 
scholarships, grants, loans, and guarantees. 
There is no way to express my gratitude to 
all these people that helped and encouraged 
me. So as a tribute to all who helped me, our 
family wants to help the next generation 
pursue further education by establishing 
the Britt Family Scholarship to help those 
in need at Cossatot Community College and 
the University of Arkansas.”

Britt emphasized the lasting value of 

education and hard work:  “When I grew up 
in Arkansas, our automobile license plates 
had the slogan ‘Land of Opportunity.’ I be-
lieved that then, and I still do. Opportunity 
is out there—it’s up to us to seize it through 
education and hard work.”

UA Cossatot Chancellor Steve Cole ex-
pressed his gratitude for the scholarship, 
stating, “This scholarship is so special to 
UA Cossatot for two reasons. One, it will 
help so many students who may not have 
had a chance to go to college, and two, the 
Britt’s have been a special part of the Nash-
ville area and their family has had a hand 
in guiding UA Cossatot to what it is today. 
Very special indeed and we can’t thank the 
Britt’s enough!”

“This generous gift directly supports the 
Foundation’s mission to create attainable 
educational opportunities for our students 
and community,” stated Madelyn Jones, 
Director of the UA Cossatot Foundation. 
“This scholarship represents a significant 
step in advancing the educational aspira-
tions of local students while continuing the 
Britt family’s proud legacy of commitment 
to education and community development.”

Students interested in applying for The 
Britt Family Scholarship can reach out to 
UA Cossatot Foundation and Advance-
ment Director, Madelyn Jones, at mjones@
cccua.edu  or call 870-584-1172 for more 
information about the scholarship applica-
tion process.

The Britt Family Scholarship
New local scholarship established for UA Cossatot students

SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT. Madelyn Jones, director of the US Cossatot 
Foundation with Wayne Britt of Nashville during the announcement of a new 
scholarship developed by Britt.

News-Leader photo/NIKKI FIELDS IMAGES & DESIGNS.
READY FOR SNOW WAR. Walker Fields lines up his ammunition for a Saturday 
afternoon of snowball fights in a Dierks nieghborhood.

News-Leader photo/JOHN BALCH
CUTTING A DEEP PATH. A private citizens blades away the thick snow and ice on 
Beacon Hill Road near Narrows Dam in Murfreesboro.
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Scrappers, Rattlers meet in MS finals
News-Leader photos/DEDE ROBINSON

Weston Lamb (20) of Murfreesboro tries to block a shot by Scrapper Demetrus Shel-
ley (2) during the championship game of the Southwest Arkansas Invitational Tourna-
ment Jan. 4 at Mineral Springs. 

Rattler Cooper Caldwell (10) looks for a way around Nashville defender Demetrus 
Shelley in the Mineral Springs tournament finals. Caldwell scored 17 points for the 
Rattlers. The Scrappers defeated Murfreesboro 79-64 to win the championship.

Johnte Taylor (4) moves the ball past Murfreesboro’s Caden Dixon (0) Saturday, Jan. 
4, at Mineral Springs. Taylor led the Scrappers with 24 points in Nashville’s win over 
the Rattlers. Dixon led Murfreesboro with 27. 

Johnte Taylor (4) and Cortez Coopper (23) watch for the rebound in the finals of the 
Southwest Arkansas Invitational Tournament. 

Bo Bell (12) of Nashville puts up a shot in the tourna-
ment’s championship game. He scored 19 points for the 
Scrappers.

James Silva (12) goes for 
the block against Nash-
ville’s Demetrus Shelley. 

Sports Leaders
Players of the Week as selected by

The Leader sports department

This weekly feature sponsored by
McDonald’s of Nashville

845-2364
South Fourth Street

Karstyn Scrivner, Nashville
Karstyn, a 
Scrapperette 
junior, scored 
30 points in 
Nashville’s 
65-43 win over 
Little Rock 
Mills Jan. 
7. She also 
recorded 6 
rebounds, 3 
assists and 5 
steals.

Follow the
News-Leader
every week.

Scrapper and Scrapperette schedule
Wednesday, Jan. 15 - Senior high De Queen here, 7 p.m. girls; 

boys game to follow. Make-up of snowed-out games from Jan. 10
Thursday, Jan. 16 - Junior high Magnolia here

Friday, Jan. 17 - Senior high at Magnolia
Tuesday, Jan. 21 - Senior high girls vs. Hot Springs Lakeside here
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