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Luke 2:1-10 (KJV)
1 And it came to pass 

in those days, that there 
went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be 
taxed.

2 (And this taxing 
was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor 
of Syria.)

3 And all went to be 
taxed, every one into his 
own city.

4 And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Naza-
reth, into Judaea, unto 
the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem; 
(because he was of the 
house and lineage of 
David:)

5 To be taxed with 
Mary his espoused wife, 
being great with child.

6 And so it was, that, 
while they were there, 
the days were accom-
plished that she should 
be delivered.

7 And she brought 
forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; 
because there was no 
room for them in the inn.

8 And there were 
in the same country 
shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night.

9 And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone round 
about them: and they 
were sore afraid.

10 And the angel said 
unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all 
people.

11 For unto you is 
born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.

12 And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.

13 And suddenly 
there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heav-
enly host praising God, 
and saying,

14 Glory to God in 
the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will 
toward men.

15 And it came to 
pass, as the angels 
were gone away from 
them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to 
another, Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which 
is come to pass, which 
the Lord hath made 
known unto us.

16 And they came 
with haste, and found 
Mary, and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in a 
manger.
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SEASON OF ADVENT. Jax Gaines (right), age 7, lights the Advent 
candle earlier this month at New Life Church in Hot Springs. Ad-
vent candles are part of the Christmas tradition in many churches. 
Jax is the son of Emily and Tony Gaines of Hot Springs. His mom 
is a former Nashville resident and former News-Leader employee.
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CHRISTMAS LIST. Mrs. Claus and Santa listen to a child’s Christ-
mas wishes during Primary Care at Nashville High School. NHS 
FBLA and Student Council members organized the event.

Merry Christmas!

By Don Hall
News-Leader staff
“We’re the best-kept 

secret in the Arkansas state 
park system.”

So says Nicole Koch, a 
native of Texarkana who 
works as a state park ranger 
in Woolly Hollow.

If you’ve never heard of 
Woolly Hollow State Park, 
you’re not alone. Eighteen 
miles north of Conway on 
state Highway 285, it’s not 
on the way to anywhere. 

But if you’re wanting to 
find a quiet place to enjoy 
nature, it might be exactly 
what you’re looking for.

“This park, being a small 
park, we offer 30 full hook-
up RV campsites and 10 
primitive tent campsites,” 
says Nicole. 

In the middle of the park 
is the 40-acre Lake Ben-
nett, built during the Great 
Depression by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. “In 
the spring and summer we 
have boat rentals, fishing, 
and swimming.” There’s 

also a snack bar at the 
swimming beach, 4 hiking 
trails, and a 9.4 mile moun-
tain biking trail.

The Visitors Center is ev-
erything you would expect 
at an Arkansas state park. 
Beautiful, modern, and the 
envy of surrounding states, 
you’ll be impressed and 
proud of your state’s park 
system.

But how did it come to be 
named Woolly Hollow, you 
ask?

Simple. 
It was originally settled 

by William Woolly, his wife, 
and 7 of their 9 kids in 1851. 
And, as if they didn’t have 
enough kids, twin boys 
were born shortly after they 
arrived.

One of those twins, Mar-
tin Woolly, would build a 
cabin for his bride in 1882. 
That cabin would be added 
on to by successive gen-
erations and lived in until 
1955.

‘Best-kept secret’
State park north of Conway provides
quiet retreat in scenic, historic setting 
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‘ALL-AROUND GOOD GET-AWAY.’ Jaree Hall of Nashville walks 
in front of a cabin built by Martin Woolly in 1882. The structure is 
located at Woolly Hollow State Park on Highway 285 about 18 miles 
north of Conway. The park provides RV campsites, boat rentals and 
numerous other attractions. Texarkana native Nicole Koch is a state 
park ranger at Woolly Hollow. (More pictures, page 5).

By John R. Schirmer
News-Leader staff
Creating a dinosaur exhibit 

may not seem like a typical project 
for a graduate student at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Little Rock.

But for Hannah Sherman of 
Nashville, it was all in a day’s 
work.

Sherman, a Southern Arkansas 
University graduate with a bach-
elor’s degree in history, is pursu-
ing a master’s degree in Public 
History from UALR.

She’s on the museum studies 
track, one of three options for 
Public History students. The other 
two are preservation and archival 
work.

“I love history,” Sherman said, 
“but I didn’t feel like teaching it 
was where I wanted to go.” 

In the museums program, 
“I get to see people and teach 
people.”

Sherman needed an internship 
for the fall semester. Her academic 
adviser knew Howard County 
Historical Society President Fred-
die Horne and asked about an 
internship with the society’s mu-
seum system.

Horne agreed, and “I’ve been 
here since August,” Sherman said. 

“I’ve learned the ropes of working 
in a small museum - cataloging, 
scanning documents, building 
an exhibit.”

That brings us to the “dinosaur 
room” at the E.A. Williams Cha-
pel Museum on Second Street in 
Nashville.

“I was assigned to it,” Sherman 
said. Museum Curator Susan 
Nannemann “gave it to me. I did 
most of the research, built the 
exhibit, wrote and printed labels” 
for the items on display.”

Sherman met Dr. Jeffery Pitt-
man, who discovered dinosaur 
tracks in a quarry at the Briar 
Plant in 1983.

She printed photos of the tracks 
and “added tiny little touches” to 
the exhibit, including Fred. The 
small green dinosaur hangs on the 
wall in the exhibit room. 

Sherman said its name comes 
from “little kids in the 1980s who 
named a dinosaur Fred.”

When she began the dinosaur 
study, “I knew ‘Jurassic Park’ and 
‘Jurassic World.’ That’s all.”

Dr. Pittmann “gave us his 
thesis paper on dinosaurs,” Sher-
man said.
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TALKING ABOUT DINOSAURS. UALR graduate student Han-
nah Sherman of Nashville tells visitors about the dinosaur room at 
the E.A. Williams Chapel Museum during the Hometown Christ-
mas event. Sherman, a graduate of Nashville High School and 
SAU, recently completed a one-semester internship with the 
Howard County Historical Society, where she created the dino-
saur exhibit and worked on other projects. 

Creating dinosaur room
part of fall at the museum
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THANKS FOR SERVICE. Nashville Alderman Nick Davis, right, was presented a 
plaque of appreciation for 20 years of service by Mayor Larry Dunaway at the city 
council meeting Monday, Dec. 16.

The Christmas and New Years mass schedule at St. Mar-
tin Catholic Church has been announced.

All masses will be bi-lingual -- English and Spanish.
Christmas Eve -- 5:30 p.m.
Christmas Day -- noon.
New Years Day -- 9 a.m.
The church is located on West Leslie Street in Nashville, 

and the pastor is Rev. Salvador Vega. The public is welcome.

“Numbers are looking good” for Mineral Springs school 
enrollment, Supt. JonDavid Amerson told the school board 
at its December meeting Tuesday night, Dec. 17.

The superintendent noted that the enrollment had 
dipped but recovered. The remarks were related to the 
annual “Report to the Public” which he said was available 
online. Another required report on Title 1 is also online, 
he said.

The board went into executive session for about 15 
minutes for superintendent evaluation. Supt. Amerson 
was called into the board’s meeting room briefly. The board 
returned to open meeting and took no action.

Board members present included Xavier Vaughn, Mike 
Erwin, Ray Hawkins, Ricky Gamble, Barnado Thomas and 
board president William Dixon.

Also present was K-12 principal Stacey Gaddis who 
gave her report.

HIGH SCHOOL AGRI MECHANICS WINNERS. Mineral Springs High School 
seniors Steven Rocha, left, and Aaron Contreras, placed third overall out of 74 
teams competing at the 2024 Champion Livestock Equipment Show. The duo 
had designed and made equipment to keep livestock waterers from freezing, 
school principal Stacey Gaddis told her school board last Tuesday, Dec. 17. 
Their agri teacher is Heath Harrison. (Photo furnished)

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR SINGING. First graders at Nashville Primary School 
presented a Christmas musical program for the Nashville Rotary Club last week. 
It was also ‘pajama day’ at school. Their music teacher is Stacia Petty.

COMMUNITY COFFEE. Jessa Tice, Denise Musgrave, Jovie Tice, Jamey Tice, Jacey Tice, Clovy Keaster, Josh 
Tice, Lindsey O’Donnell and Peggy Friend welcomed the community to their annual Christmas coffee at Edward 
Jones Financial Advisors Wednesday, Dec. 18.

Mineral enrollment up,
superintendent tells board

Holiday schedule announced
at St. Martin Catholic Church

Jimmy Bailey
Jimmy Bailey, 87, of Murfreesboro died 

Dec. 18, 2024.
He was born Sept. 11,1937 in Pike City, 

to the late Otis Bailey and R.Vena Jackson 
Bailey.

He was preceded in death by his son, 
Keith Edward Bailey; and his six brothers, 
Otis Bailey, Jr., Carl Bailey, Leroy Bailey, 
Hershel Bailey, Paul Bailey, and Olan 
Bailey.

Survivors include: his wife of 61 years, 
Wanda Bailey; three daughters, Michelle 
Bailey and husband, Leo Davis, Jimmie 
Hughes and husband Michael, and Mary 
Coleman and husband, Charlie, all of 
Nashville; also grandchildren.

Funeral services were Saturday, Dec. 
21, 2024, at Ridgeway Baptist Church in 
Nashville with Bro. Allen Cook officiating. 

Visitation was prior to services.

Obituary
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Public Record of Howard County

State Trooper Nate Wilson left discusses a one-vehicle accident with a Blevins man 
whose wife was the driver of the Ford Taurus which skidded off Highway 371 outside 
Nashville in December 2004. (Photo by the late Cecil Harris)

Items or documents that 
were filed, issued or record-
ed at the Howard County, 
Ark., courthouse during 
the period Dec. 12-18, 2024, 
include the following:

Marriage Licenses
(Marriage licenses cost $60
at the County Clerk’s office)
Dec. 16. Elijah Robert 

Thomas, 23, Nashville, and 
Anna Marie Rhodes, 21, 
Nashville.

Civil Court
CV24-140 ,  Dec .  12 . 

Discover Bank vs. Shaun 
Mauldin. Debt.

CV24-141, Dec. 13. Dis-
cover Bank vs. Samantha 
Humphries. Debt.

CV24-142, Dec. 16. Crown 
Asset Management vs. Sonja 
Sampson. Debt.

Domestic
Relations Court
DR24-134, Dec. 13. James 

Todd Baxley vs. Morgan Kay 
Baxley. Divorce.

DR24-135, Dec. 13. Cas-
sandra Lowery vs. Todd 
Lowery. Divorce.

DR24-136, Dec. 17. La-
cie Ward vs. Girbaud Ward. 
Divorce.

Criminal Court
No new criminal cases 

filed since CR24-108, Dec. 6.
Land/Property
Transactions
Quitclaim Deeds
Dec. 16. Douglas Alan 

Younger; to Douglas Alan 

Younger; aggregate 5.616 ac 
in S26 T9S R28W.

Dec.  16 .  Donald R. 
Younger, Jr.; to Douglas 
Alan Younger; 0.616 ac. in 
S26 T9S R28W.

Beneficiary’s Deed
Dec. 18. Thomas Lee Har-

ris and wife, Vickie Lynn 
Harris, and Amanda Joanne 
Icenhower; to Amanda 
Joanne Icenhower; 1 ac. in 
S31 T7S R28W with ease-
ment.

Distributee’s Deeds
Dec. 13. Jeremy Goodloe; 

to Roger Goodloe, et al, 
Co-Tenants; 11.018 ac in S11 
T11S R23W with easement.

Dec. 18. Corey Hupp, 
Distributee of the Estate of 
Emmett Wayne Hupp, de-
ceased; to Corey Hupp and 
Carey Batiste; 2 ac. in S35 
T8S R27W.

Redemption Deeds
Dec. 13. State of Arkansas; 

to Virgil Turner, c/o Valerie 
Turner, Lonoke, Ark.; 4 ac. 
in S6 T11S R27W; delin-
quent taxes and penalties of 
$330.46.

Dec. 16. State of Arkan-
sas; to Randy D. Green, Hot 
Springs; Lot 8, Block 23, 
Original Town of Dierks, 
aka 209 Main Ave; delin-
quent taxes and penalties of 
$424.84.

Warranty Deeds
Dec. 13. (Special) Weyer-

haeuser Company; to Cathy 

Jean Pugh; 10 ac. in S19 T5s 
R28W. $50,000.

Dec. 13. David M. Laden-
burg and Marra L. Bissell; to 
Jauan Dee Lewis; Lot 11 and 
part of Lot 12, Block 1, North 
Greenwood Addition, City 
of Nashville. $280,000.

Dec. 13. Bobby Conway 
and Beverly Conway, hus-
band and wife, and Brenda 
Jakubowski; to Trustess 
(sic) of Holiness Heritage 
Church; 2 tracts, aggregate 
1.018 ac. in S20 T10S R27W. 
$75,000.

Dec. 16. Edward Childers; 
to Susan Fox; aggregate 3.6 
ac. in S36 T6S R29W with 
exception. 

Dec. 16. Edward Childers; 
to Susan Fox; aggregate 3.6 
ac. in S36 T6S R29W with 
exception.

Dec. 16. Donnie Parrish 
and wife, Sharla Parrish; to 
Josh Ellen and wife, Kather-
ine Ellen; 1/4 ownership of 
property in S3 T10S R27W 
in Howard and Hempstead 
counties. $300,000.

Dec. 16. Mark Parrish and 
wife, Betty Parrish; to Josh 
Ellen and wife, Katherine 
Ellen; 1/4 ownership of 
property in S3 T10S R27W 
in Howard and Hempstead 
counties. $300,000.

Dec. 18. Gaylon Bake; to 
Jonathan Chandler and wife, 
Jamie Chandler; 1.315 ac. in 
S36 T7S R29W. $78,000.

121 years ago: December 
1903

A white man named Sor-
rells arrived in Nashville 
Wednesday night to take 
charge of the Arkansas & 
Louisiana railway section at 
this place, filling the vacancy 
occasioned by the resigna-
tion of Will Hickerson, col-
ored, who held the position 
until last Saturday night. 
Sometime since D. S. Hufst-
edler, a white man, resigned 
his position after learning 
he was to be displaced by a 
Negro.  The Negro was met 
by a mob of white people 
who advised him to leave 
town as they were not going 
to allow him to hold that 
job. He acted on the advice 
tendered and left. 

(Adv.) Bakery and restau-
rant, everything first class, 

fresh bread daily delivered 
to your house, choice cakes 
baked of all kinds and spe-
cial orders. We are agents for 
the celebrated Heinz goods.  
Matt Gosnell

_____
 78 years ago: January 

1946
John Bell Roberson has 

arrived in the city to resume 
his home with his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Roberson, 
after receiving his discharge 
from the Army-Air Force on 
the point system. He had 
been in service for three 
years, one year which was 
spent overseas with the 
Pacific Theatre as a member 
of a bombardment group.  
He received his discharge at 
Fort Chaffee.

Lt. Col. Olin Holt is 
spending a furlough with 

his mother, Mrs. Ray Holt, 
at Tokio after 42 months ser-
vice in the Army, 20 months 
which were spent in the Eu-
ropean Theatre.  Lt. Col. Holt 
will report to Rock Island, 
Illinois after his furlough. 

____
67 years ago:  November 

1957
The man who helped 

design and build the Ideal 
Cement Company at Okay 
died in a Little Rock Hospi-
tal Tuesday. He was James 
Frederick “Jack” Kaufman, 
age 65 and a resident of Hot 
Springs. 

Mr. Kaufman was a 
prominent civil engineer 
and was a civic leader as 
well as a company official. 
He was a graduate of Carn-
egie Tech and received a 
master’s degree in 1950.
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Point of view
Passing the torch

Will ‘Mistletoe Bough’
fade from our history?

Letters policy
The News-Leader welcomes letters to the editor. Please include your name, address with ZIP code 
and a daytime phone number for verification. Letters become the property of the News-Leader and will 
not be printed if they appear in other papers.

Mail: Nashville News-Leader, Box 205, Nashville, AR 71852.
E-mail:  jrs@nashvilleleader.com

All letters must be signed and must not be libelous, superfluous or obscene. Letters may be edited to 
conform to newspaper style and to fit space requirements.

“Were it left to me to decide whether we should have 
a government without newspapers, 

or newspapers without a government, 
I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”

Thomas Jefferson, 1787
Free press, free people
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Finances continue improvement for
Arkansas Teacher Retirement System

Honoring nation’s heroes at Christmas

Love Thy Neighbor, and GET THE COVID VACCINE!
Call the Howard County Health Unit -- 845-2208 -- to get your FREE shot.

Presented in the public interest by the Nashville News-Leader 
and Southwest Arkansas Radio

A WONDERFUL 
GIFT FOR YOUR 
WHOLE FAMILY -- 
please get your free 
vaccination for the 
Covid virus.

By U.S. Sen. John Boozman
The holidays provide many op-

portunities to enjoy the company 
of loved ones and celebrate special 
relationships and memories. In so 
many respects, it truly is the most 
wonderful time of the year.

One reason we are able to enjoy 
this season so much is because we 
live in a great and free country. 
But that freedom has never been 
guaranteed, not at our nation’s 
founding or even today. It comes at 
an incredibly high price that none 
of us can take for granted.

For over two centuries, Ameri-
cans have fought and died to pro-
tect our nation and interests. Their 
service and sacrifice have allowed 
us to build an open society with 
ample opportunity and personal 
liberty. We can never fully repay 
the debt we owe these courageous 
men and women, but that does not 
mean we should stop trying.

At this time of the year, it is es-
pecially important we remember 
them and reflect on everything 
they represent.

For active duty service mem-
bers deployed far from home, we 
send a particular thank you for 
answering the call of duty even 
though it means being separated 
from family and friends. We are 
eternally grateful for their dedica-

tion and willingness to forfeit that 
privilege on our behalf.

Another act Americans use to 
show appreciation for our military 
community at Christmas is by 
visiting the cemeteries and burial 
grounds where fallen warriors 
now rest. These events take on 
many different names, but they 
all serve the same purpose – to 
demonstrate to their loved ones 
and ourselves that they are not 
forgotten.

In Arkansas, we take immense 
pride in organizing efforts to show 
our gratitude for them amid this 
season by adorning their graves 
with special tokens that are both 
beautiful and reverent.

Fort Smith’s Christmas Honors 
began in 2009 and draws hun-
dreds of volunteers to help place 
Christmas wreaths on over 16,000 
headstones at the city’s National 
Cemetery, including members 
of my staff who were on hand 
to share in this month’s moving 
salute.

In Little Rock, 40 Arkansas Na-
tional Guard soldiers from Camp 
Robinson assisted local volunteers 
this year on the same mission for 
the graves of unknown service 
members at the Little Rock Na-
tional Cemetery.

But Arkansas is not alone in this 

mission. Since 1992, a national or-
ganization dedicated to executing 
this same tribute continues to grow 
in awareness and participation. 
Wreaths Across America exempli-
fies its motto to “remember, honor 
and teach,” as more and more 
people across generations engage 
with its effort to memorialize our 
veterans at Christmas. 

The group is hosting over 40 
events in Arkansas this holiday 
season to mobilize community 
members to help lay these em-
blems down among the sacred, 
final resting place of Natural State 
heroes who served our country in 
uniform.

It also encourages us to speak 
the name of each veteran aloud 
and thank them for their life and 
service, keeping their memory 
alive all year but especially at a 
time when families and friends 
long for one last embrace or con-
versation.

The holidays can bring out the 
best in us, and one unmistakable 
sign of that is our commitment to 
honor our military and veteran 
communities who make it possible 
for us to spend time gathering and 
enjoying special traditions in peace 
and prosperity. I, along with all 
Arkansans, am grateful for that 
precious gift.

(DEAR READER: Today I am re-gifting this column for you. It’s from 
Christmas of 2018, but the message is still real important.)

 ========
FOR ALMOST A CENTURY, Nashville 

High School seniors have put on a non-
Christmas play at Christmas time. They did 
it again this year, for the 23rd time since 1920.

I’m talking about ‘Under the Mistletoe 
Bough,’ a short, odd play with singing and 
dancing but not a single spoken word except 
by the narrator. It is a tragic wedding story.

Before the play began, the narrator asked 
anyone in audience of about 200 to stand if 
they were in one of the previous productions. There were more than a 
half-dozen who stood, including myself.

I was one of the “wedding guests” in the production of 1960. The 
lovely coed who sang the lead role was also present; and in the lobby 
before the doors opened, she and I talked about how many of our fel-
low cast members are no longer with us. She recalled how she and the 
male lead went to the home of Miss Virginia Buxton to practice under 
the demanding eye and ear of that community legend. What? You’ve 
never heard of Miss Virginia?

I think that our bunch may have been the first to put on the play in the  “new” 
 Sixth Street Auditorium. Before that, I guess the play was performed on 
the creaky old wooden stage of the long-gone NHS campus on Fourth 
Street. I don’t remember seeing the play before the year I was in it. Maybe 
I did. Daughter Julie was in the cast of 1988.

My congratulations to the school administration for supporting the 
effort, and to educators Holly Couch and Fran Strawn who staged it and 
have thus kept the tradition alive. As our newspaper story pointed out 
last week, NHS is the only high school in the world with this tradition. 
Most of the time, there have been gaps of only a few years in produc-
tions. Once there was a 14-year break (1963-77), but some wonderful, 
determined person in the school or in the community must have said: 
“Come on, let’s not be the ones to let this tradition die.”

This year, the kids did really super. I’ve always said that singing in 
front of a group of people requires giant courage. It also helps if the 
singers have talent. I liked the way newer songs have been added.

By participating in ‘Mistletoe Bough,’ those seniors have joined 
the school’s river of history. In the printed program there was a list 
of students who have portrayed the bride and groom since 1920. The 
list includes some people who went on to become very accomplished 
after high school. I am very, very sorry that the program did not list the 
outstanding male minuet dancers of the 1960 cast.

Nashville High School is unique in other ways. The school’s wonder-
ful alma mater, for instance. A student composed that sweet tune and 
wrote the lyrics. You can go to football games or school events all over 
the country, and you’ll not hear that music anywhere else.

I have some tips to share with you just in case you’re around to see 
the next production of ‘Under the Mistletoe Bough.’ Don’t sit in the side 
rows, you’ll miss too much because of the curtain.

And, gents, please take your caps off inside the auditorium. No one 
teaches us anymore that it is bad manners for a man to wear a hat or cap 
indoors. Luckily, no one was wearing a cowboy hat this time.

No cell phones went off during the presentation, but it might be a 
good idea for future narrators to request that phones be silenced.

Thanks again to the school and the students for providing a fine 
afternoon entertainment and for passing the torch.

---- --- 
HE’S DONE THE RESEARCH online, my classmate Jack Lovelis sez. 

He was curious about the number of big, black railroad tank cars sitting 
around for a long time on rail lines in Nashville.

I believe Jack because he and I are Scrapper band alumni, and great 
musicians never lie to each other. Well, almost never.

Jack sez there are 100 tank cars stashed at various places along the 
rail sidings here in town and at Ashdown. Yes, 100.

I have seen, and wondered about, the long rows of tanker cars parked 
here and on the rail line on the west end of Millwood Dam. And, by the 
way, these are all on tracks of the former GN&A Railroad. Lord knows 
where else cars are parked. Maybe even on a lonely siding on the banks 
of the Antoine River upstream at Graysonnia.

Jack sez that we are seeing the results of the controversial pipeline 
now carrying Canadian oil across the midwest on its way to refineries 
in China. Those abandoned rail tanker cars are no longer needed to haul 
oil therefore their owners are forced to ‘rent’ space from small railroads 
to store them until needed again.

I’ll let you in on a little secret. Jack was a good trumpet player, not a 
great one. I, on the other hand, am STILL the third-greatest trombone 
player in the history of the Scrapper band.

But, back in the day, Jack and I both enjoyed being in the marching 
band and flirting with the majorettes. Alas, there are no majorettes 
anymore. Maybe they’re parked on some forgotten railroad siding on 
the banks of the Antoine River at Graysonnia.

---- ---  
THINGS I LEARNED from opening (and believing) email: "The mi-

crowave was invented after a researcher walked by a radar tube and a 
chocolate bar melted in his pocket.

---- ---  
HE SAID: “Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind. 

To cherish peace and goodwill, to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the 
real spirit of Christmas.” Calvin Coolidge, 30th U.S. President

---- ---   
SHE SAID: “Christmas, my child, is love in action. Every time we 

love, every time we give, it’s Christmas.” Dale Evans, cowgirl
---- ---  

SWEET DREAMS, Baby

By State Sen. Jimmy Hickey Jr.
The financial health of the state 

Teacher Retirement System has 
been steadily improving over the 
past decade.

For example, using very conser-
vative criteria, retirement systems 
are generally considered healthy 
if their “funded ratio” is above 
80 percent. Ten years ago it was 
below 80 percent but at the end of 
last fiscal year it was 84.6 percent. 
This measure the system’s capacity 
to pay for all future benefits of both 
retired and active members.

Improvement is also indicated if 
you measure the system’s financial 
health by its amortization period. 
Actuaries estimate that within 
20 years the system will be 100 
percent funded. That compares 
favorably to the amortization 
period of ten years ago, when it 
was an estimated 33 years. It is 
a marked improvement over last 
year’s estimated 26 year estimate.

The ratio is 100 percent when 
taking into account only retired 
members. 

The system has enough funds 
to fully pay for all future benefits 
of every retired beneficiary, for the 
rest of their lives.

According to the system’s direc-
tor, who sends regular updates to 
members, the retirement system 
hire consultants to recommend 
how to best make investments. 
The investments are diversified, 
to protect from excessive loss in a 
particular category and withstand 
market volatility.

About 56 percent of the system’s 
investments are in publicly-traded 
stocks, while 13.4 percent are in 
bonds and other fixed income cat-
egories. Alternative investments, 
such as hedge funds, make up 5.1 
percent of total investments.  Real 
estate accounts for 6.7 percent, 
private equity 13.4 percent and ag-
riculture, timber and infrastructure 
4.9 percent.

Assets are evaluated after ad-
justing for losses and gains over a 
four-year period, and at the end of 
last fiscal year the system’s invest-
ments earned 9.75 percent.

A snapshot of the system’s fi-
nances demonstrates how its finan-
cial health has improved over the 
past few years. At the end of Fiscal 
Year 2024 its assets were $22.4 bil-
lion. A decade ago its assets were 
$15 billion.

The system has 142,000 mem-

bers. About 68,000 are active and 
56,000 are retired. Almost 3,000 
are in the T-DROP program and 
almost 15,000 are inactive.

The Teacher Retirement System 
is the largest public retirement 
fund in Arkansas. Its Board of 
Trustees makes decisions after 
considering their long-term effect. 
To quote from the system’s web 
page: “The ATRS Board makes 
decisions in terms of decades, not 
days, weeks, or months.”

Junk Food Restrictions
The governor announced that 

Arkansas would seek permission 
from federal agencies to prohibit 
the use of food stamps for sugary 
soft drinks and junk food snacks. 
The food stamp program is now 
called SNAP, for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program.

In a letter to federal officials, 
the governor said that SNAP “is 
undermining the health of millions 
of Americans, on the taxpayer’s 
dime, by encouraging families to 
eat highly processed, unhealthy 
junk food…. our federal food as-
sistance policies are fueling obesity, 
diabetes, heart disease, hyperten-
sion, and a wide range of chronic 
health conditions across America.”
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Park
Continued

from page 1

Sports Leaders
Players of the Week as selected by

The Leader sports department

This weekly feature sponsored by
McDonald’s of Nashville

845-2364
South Fourth Street

Nashville All-State, All-District football
Fifteen Scrappers have received All-

State and All-District recognition.
They include the following:
Arkansas Activities Association All State 

- Makhi Johnson, Kasen Morgan
District 7-4A All State - Zaccheus Harris, 

Jamison McIntosh, Khaleel Canaday
District 7-4A First Team - Roochie Wiley, 

Jaydon Williamson, Brayden Erby, Karson 
Chambers, Tucker Dixon

District 7-4A Second Team - Kajuan Swift, 
Skyler Gibson, Bryce Perrin, Ja’Marion 
Conway, Alexis Brizo

The state of Arkansas 
became interested in Woolly 
Hollow in 1971. “It took 
about two years of legisla-
tion before we officially 
became a state park in 1973,” 
Nicole shares.

The cabin that Martin 
Woolly built 90 years earlier 
was moved three miles from 
its original location to the 
banks of Lake Bennett and 
restored by the Conway 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Faulkner County Historic 
Society, and Archie Troxell, 
a Woolly descendant. It sits 
today next to the Visitors 
Center, and is the focal point 
of the park.

RVs arrive at the Visitors 
Center in a steady stream on 
a recent week-day. 

“People come here to get 
away,” Nicole states. People 
looking for some peace and 
quiet. 

“Our park is limited on 
internet access due to the 
fact that we are in a hol-
low, but we stay busy year-
round. Our heavy season is 
from March to New Year’s.”

 Most of the visitors don’t 
seem to mind the lack of 
internet access.

My idea of “roughing it” 
is checking into a Holiday 
Inn where I didn’t have a 
reservation, but if you’re one 
of the many in our area who 
enjoy camping, you might 

want to look into Woolly 
Hollow State Park. Beat the 
rush and go in January or 
February.

“This is a beautiful park 
to visit, a wonderful park if 

you’re wanting to get away 
to a nice, quiet spot,” Nicole 
says with pride. “It’s just an 
all-around good get-away.”

And, I would add, it has 
a really cool name.

News-Leader photo/DON HALL
Texarkana native Nicole Koch is a state park ranger at 
Woolly Hollow State Park north of Conway.

News-Leader photo/DON HALL
Woolly Hollow State Park is a well-kept secret, according to park ranger Nicole Koch.

News-Leader photo/DON HALL
Lake Bennett was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps during the Depression.

Nannemann helped with 
small footprints leading to 
the dinosaur display, along 
with drawing grass at the 
bottom of the walls.

“I enjoyed the whole pro-
cess. It’s the first time I’ve 
done something like that,” 
Sherman said. “It was enjoy-
able, even the grass.”

The challenge was “put-
ting it all together to make 
it interesting and orderly 
and easy to understand,” 
she said.

The exhibit includes a 
display case of Southwest 
Arkansas dinosaur bones 
which the museum had 
acquired a few years ago. 
Sherman rearranged them 
in the case and moved other 
artifacts into the dinosaur 
room. 

The project took the en-
tire semester, according to 
Sherman. “The hardest part 
was the labels and making 
everything understandable 
to the public.”

Nanneman “helped build 
it. She guided my steps. She 
understood that I wanted 
to make it fun, and she was 
able to help me.”

Sherman will move to 
Little Rock in January and 
will be a full-time graduate 
student. 

Museum
Continued

from page 1

She will take three classes 
and will be a graduate assis-
tant at the Clinton Presiden-
tial Library where she will 
work in the archives.

“I’m excited. I’ve already 
done some archival work,” 
she said. Her work will be 
“primarily digitizing.”

She will spend three se-
mesters at UALR and will 
graduate with her master’s 
degree in Public History in 
2026.

“I have no idea where to 
go next,” Sherman said, but 
she could stay in Little Rock 
as a graduate assistant. 

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
DOCUMENTS. Hannah Sherman shows some of the 
documents she scanned at the Old City Hall Museum.

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
RATION BOOK. Hannah Sherman displays a World War II ration book from the files 
at the Old City Hall Museum location in Nashville. Sherman recently concluded a 
one-semester graduate internship with the Howard County Historical Society.
Hannah Sherman of Nashville spent the fall semester with 
the Howard County Historical Society through a Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock graduate internship. She 
scanned documents, catalogued historical items, and cre-
ated the dinosaur room at the county museum.
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Dec. 19, 2024
BF=Bond Forfeited
Howard County
Benson, Bliss, 35, Nash-

ville, guilty of failure to pay 
registration, fined $210

Cooper, Kevus L., 40, Ida-
bel, Okla., $260 BF, speeding

Couch, Cameron A., 30, 
Nashville, guilty of driving 
on suspended or revoked 
license, fined $445

Ewert, James B., 68, 
Nashville, guilty of driving 
left of center, fined $195; 
guilty of no seat belt, fined 
$70

Gibson, Kevin, 45, Nash-
ville, $230 BF, speeding

Griffin, Doinicia Breon, 
26, Texarkana, Texas, guilty 
of speeding, fined $250

Haney, Marcus S., 29, De 
Queen, guilty of no proof 
of liability insurance, fined 
$345

Hill, Miles Macory, 21, 
Mineral Springs, guilty of 
obstructing government 
operations, fined $370

Howard, Niesha Lacole, 
22, Nashville, $345 BF, no 
proof of liability insurance; 
$245 BF, failure to appear

Hunter, Casen C., 17, 
Lockesburg, $195 BF, loud 
exhaust; $385 BF, speeding; 
$245 BF, failure to appear

Iacoueli, Nicolas, 20, 
Mineral Springs, guilty of 
obstructing government 
operations, fined $370

Kropf, Rachel, 34, Min-
eral Springs, $270 BF, allow-

ing livestock to run at large; 
$245 BF, failure to appear

Kropf, Trevor David, 33, 
Mineral Springs, $270 BF, 
allowing livestock to run 
at large

Mays, Elvonte, 20, Nash-
ville, $195 BF, no driver’s li-
cense/expired license; $195 
BF, no child restraint

Mitchell, Iretha D., 54, 
Broken Bow, Okla., guilty of 
careless or prohibited driv-
ing, fined $345

Moore, Corey dare, 51, 
Mineral Springs, guilty 
of non-payment of fines, 
$2,325 owed

Sherman, Tyler R., 25, 
Texarkana, $290 BF, speed-
ing

White, Leilani Leslee, 

21, Texarkana, Texas, guilty 
of non-payment of fines, 
$1,125 owed

City of Nashville
Bagley, Charlotte, 76, 

Nashville, $145 BF, no proof 
of liability insurance

Dallas, Montana Dawn, 
29, Nashville, guilty of no 
proof of liability insurance, 
fined $345

Delarosa, Emilio, 42, 
Nashville, $195 BF, no driv-
er’s license/expired license

Enrique Martinez, Hugo, 
23, Nashville, $195 BF, no 
driver ’s license/expired 
license

Hill, Maegan, 29, Nash-
ville, guilty of driving on 
suspended or revoked li-
cense, fined $445; guilty of 

no seat belt, fined $70; guilty 
of driving on suspended or 
revoked license, fined $445

Hostetler, Irene, 40, 
Washington, $230 BF, speed-
ing

Logan, Shatina, 50, Nash-
ville, guilty of non-payment 
of fines, $705 owed; guilty of 
possessing open container 
of alcohol in motor vehicle, 
fined $220

Long, Andrew M., 37, 
Caddo Gap, $195 BF, run-
ning stop sign or light

Lopez, Ariel Elder, 37, 
Hope, guilty of no driver’s 
license/expired license, 
fined $195; guilty of failure 
to appear, fined $245

City of Dierks
Barbre, Steven Adam, 

43, Dierks, guilty of driving 
on suspended or revoked 
license, fined $445; guilty 
of expired vehicle tags/no 
tags, fined $195

Hedge, Tanner K., 29, De 
Queen, guilty of speeding, 
fined $405; guilty of careless 
or prohibited driving, fined 
$345; guilty of driving left of 
center, fined $195

Hunter, Casen C., 17, 
Lockesburg, $260 BF, speed-
ing

City of Mineral Springs
Gonzalez, Jose G., 19, 

Texarkana, Texas, $195 BF, 
no driver’s license/expired 
license; $195 BF, running 
stop sign or light; $245 BF, 
failure to appear

Howard County District Court

ANOTHER CHAMBER COFFEE. Ivan Smith Furniture was host for the Nashville Chamber of Commerce’s 
community coffee held on Dec. 17. In attendance were (from left) Jarrett Rogers, Liz Tomerlin, Barry Bissell, 
Michael Morrow, Maira Couch, Carlos Martinez, John Henderson, D’Ann Henderson, Kevin Dalrymple, Laci 
Gray, Maddison Martinez, Aaron Tollett, Tina Carer, Tim Pinkerton, Kristen Stavely, Susie Berroquin, Kim West-
fall and Sunny Myers.

Arkansas State Parks 
provide an opportunity to 
commemorate the new year 
outdoors with First Day 
Hikes on Jan. 1, 2025.

“Visiting a state park 
and participating in First 
Day Hikes is a special way 
to start off a new year in a 
healthy direction,” said Shea 
Lewis, secretary of the Ar-
kansas Department of Parks, 
Heritage and Tourism and 
director of Arkansas State 
Parks. “Our state parks offer 
year-round recreation and 
are an avenue for people to 
experience the outdoors and 
foster respect and steward-
ship for nature.”

First Day Hikes have 
been a statewide event for 
Arkansas State Parks since 
2014 and have become an 
annual tradition for many. 
Some return to the same 
park each year while oth-
ers seek out a new park 
experience to try out for 
it. The project is part of a 
nationwide event for all of 
America’s State Parks and is 
coordinated by the National 
Association of State Park 
Directors.

This year there are more 
than 1,000 hikes available 
in state parks around the 
country.

As part of First Day Hikes 
in Arkansas, 46 ranger-led, 
guided hikes take place in 
36 Arkansas State Park loca-
tions on Jan. 1. The hike start 
times, terrain difficulty and 
distances vary, but the aim is 
the same: to enjoy time out-
side with family and friends.

“We are thrilled that 
the First Day Hikes event 
has grown into such a spe-
cial tradition for so many 
people,” said Kelly Farrell, 
chief of interpretation and 
program services for the 
Division of Arkansas State 
Parks. “This year, we are 
excited to continue with this 
national event taking place 
in 50 state park systems. 
We hope you enjoy starting 
2025 outdoors, kicking off 
the new year with a healthy, 
invigorating activity and 
fun memories. Whether 
you go a quarter mile or a 
dozen, you are part of the 
First Day Hikes movement 
and part of something huge 
and exciting.”

First Day Hikes
at Arkansas State Parks

Get A Leg Up On The New Year
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Delight
Methodist Church

E. Antioch Street • Delight

Morning Services - 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting  - Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Jim Henderson, Pastor

First Christian 
Church

500 N. Main • Nashville
(Corner of Main & Bishop)

845-3241
Sunday Bible School - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Minister: Jim Pinson

Futrell Marine
Hwy. 371 
Nashville

(870) 845-3122

woods & 
woods

public accountants, pa Ltd.
118 N. Main - Nashville - 845-4422

Jason Lenderman, CPA

Lockesburg First 
United Methodist 

Church ~ 11:00 a.m.
& Mt. Carmel United
Methodist Church

12:15 p.m.
Tommy Halsell, Pastor

Everyone is always welcome!

You are invited to worship with us at...
Center Point 
Missionary

Baptist Church
211 Church St. • Center Point

Pastor: Jaron Tipton
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service 5:00 p.m.

HOLLY CREEK
Missionary Baptist Church
705 Main St. • Dierks • 286-2010

Sun. School 10:00 a.m.
Sun. Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sun. Evening 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday WOW 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Pastor: Bro. Brian Finn

Radio Program: 9:45 Sunday Morning • B99.5 FM
Visit us at: www.hollycreekmbc.net

Come worship with us!

First Church of God
Community Oriented & Christ Centered

946 MLK, Hwy 355, Tollette, AR

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11:00 a.m. • Youth 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday evening service 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Charles Green, Pastor

-- Non-Denomination --

New Life in Jesus
Christ Church

913 South Main St. • Nashville, AR
Sunday Morning Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastors: Lankford & Mary Alice Moore

EBENEZER UMC
318 West Dodson • Nashville

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Scott Memorial 

(Paraloma Community)
First & Third Sundays Monthly

Sunday Worship 9:15 a.m.
Pastor: Ellis Ray Floyd

Immanuel Baptist 
Church

Immanuel St. • Nashville • 845-3414
www.myimmanuel.com
Pastor: Paul Herndon

Sunday: Sunday School - 9:55 a.m.
Worship (KMTB-fm) - 10:55 a.m.

Worship - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: GROW - 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Youth - 5:30 p.m. Pastor Don Jones

First Baptist Church
415 N. Main • Nashville
Come Worship With Us!

Sunday school 9 a.m.
Morning worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.

Evening worship 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Kevin Sartin

HOLY MASS
St. Martin’s Catholic Church

1011 W. Leslie •Nashville
Sunday (Eng.) - 9 a.m.
Sunday (Esp.) - 11 a.m.
Wednesday - 6 p.m.
Thursday - 8 a.m.

1st Friday - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday (Esp.) - 6:30 p.m.

Fr. Salvador Vega, Pastor
Welcome • Bienvenidos

Attend Church This Sunday!

Mineral Springs 
Church of 

Christ
318 Bridgeman Dr. • Mineral Springs

870-287-5652

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Service: 6:00 p.m.

First United 
Methodist 

Church
1403 W. Sunset St.  • Nashville

870-845-3030
nashvillefumc.org
Pastor: Pam Estes

Sunday school 9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:50 a.m.

Facebook Live or listen to 105.5 FM

To Advertise 
your Church or 

Business 
Call Tracy

at 870-845-0600

By P.J. Tracy
Murfreesboro Diamond
The Pike County Quo-

rum Court was told that 
they needed their future 
plans for the former Pike 
County Hospital on record 
for future grant possibilities.

As such, it is now on re-
cord that if they can acquire 
the funds to tear it down, 
they will.

Justice of the Peace Paul 
Baker inquired if any grants 
were available for demoli-
tion. Pike County Judge Ed-
die Howard said there was, 
but it was highly competi-
tive and max out at $500,000.

He also noted that the 
grant to remove the asbestos 
from the building that was 
previously awarded the 
county was in action and 
that tests had been sent off 
for lab results prior to the 
actual work of removing the 
carcinogenic substance from 
the structure.

While the court ultimate-
ly agreed that removal of 
the building was the best 
option, Baker voiced the 
regret that it ultimately had 
to come to that.

“It’s a shame that it can’t 
be turned into something.”

Howard agreed, but not-
ed the age of the building 
was an issue in his profes-
sional opinion.

“You can spend a lot of 
money on a 60-year-old 
building and still have a 
60-year-old building.”

He added that the re-
moval of the building would 

open up a piece of real estate 
in Murfreesboro.

In other Quorum Court 
news, Howard told the court 
that a $215,000 used chip 
machine was purchased 
by the county after it was 
traded in by White County 
for a new model.

The 2013 machine will 
accomplish up to 22 feet of 
roadwork at a time, com-
pared to the county’s older 
machine at 10 feet.

The adjustable 22 foot 
machine will match the size 
of the oil truck the county 
employs, thus making chip 
and seal jobs easier.

Howard said an equiva-
lent machine would cost 
$550,000 brand new. He 
added that the used machine 
had “low hours and in great 
shape” and all the “wear 
items” had been rebuilt or 
replace prior to the purchase 
– including the augers, bear-
ings and vibrator. He said it 
was his goal to have a shed 
built to park the machine 
under.

The court had the task 
of approving a number of 
yearly ordinance, includ-
ing ordinance 2024-11, an 
ordinance that allows for 
the levying and collection 
of taxes for 2024 to be col-
lected in 2025. There is no 
change to any of the figures 
included over the same from 
last year.

All real and personal 
property in Pike County 
will face a .0015 mills for 
County General and Roads 

each, with a .0003 mills for 
the County Library.

Millages collected by 
school districts in the county 
were previously approved 
by voters, including (both 
real and personal property) 
.0305 mills for Nashville 
School District, .043 mills for 
Dierks School District, .041 
mills for both the South Pike 
County and Kirby School 
Districts and .0409 for the 
Center Point School District.

Rates collected by munic-
ipalities in Pike County, both 
real and personal property,  
include Murfreesboro .003, 
Daisy .0049, Glenwood, An-
toine and Delight .005 each.

The ordinance also allows 
for the collection of .0005 
mills on real and personal 
property on a voluntary 
basis for the Pike County 
Conservation District.

Ordinance number 2024-
12 allows the county to pur-
chase items or services in 
calendar year 2025 from 
people with direct ties to the 
government of Pike County, 
including

Howard Building and 
Supply (owned by Pike 
County Judge Howard), up 
to $10,000.

John Plyler’s Home Cen-
ter (owned by Justice of the 
Peace John Plyler), up to 
$10,000.

Farm and Ranch Feed 
(owned by Dana Cowart, 
sister of Clerk Randee Ed-
wards), up to $10,000

Doyle Howard Con-
struction (owned by Scott 

Howard, brother of Judge 
Howard), may bid on Pike 
County Construction Proj-
ects without bias

Epperly Graphics (owned 
by Kelly Epperly, a PCSO 
dispatcher), the only county 
business that offers embroi-
dery services

Plyler and Robbie Crock-
er abstained from the vote 
that approved the measure.

The court also passed a 
measure that will establish 
a mandatory direct deposit 
system for all county em-
ployees. It will mandate 
that all employees have a 
checking account at a bank 
or credit union.

Pike County Treasurer 
Loletia Rather said that pay-
ments would have to be at 
financial institutions by 2 
p.m. on Wednesday for a 
Thursday payment and that 
it was planned that the Janu-
ary 2, 2025 be the first exer-
cise of the new procedure.

She added that besides 
saving the county money, it 
was also a security measure 
to not have paper checks 
floating about.

Plyler, denoting he was 
for the measure (and indeed 
voted for it), sardonically 
noted that it was yet an-
other step toward a cashless 
society.

The court also approved 
the 2025 budget that totals 
just shy of $10 million dol-
lars.

Highlights included 27 
payrolls in 2025 instead of 
26 (happens every seven 

years), a five-percent raise 
for elected officials and full-
time employees (matches 
2024), part-time and certified 
employees receive a 50-cent 
per hour raise, the work-
er’s comp modifier raises 
from 1.02 to 1.40 due to the 
number of claims in 2024, 
two new patrol cars for the 
Pike County Sheriff’s Office, 
new server costs to be split 
between the Pike County 
Collector’s and Assessor’s 
offices, and the Assessor 
office’s travel budget has 
been aligned with the other 
county offices.

Additionally, Pike Coun-
ty will take over all Glen-
wood District Court and 
Glenwood will reimburse 
Pike County 25% of the 
operational costs (approxi-
mately $20,000/year). The 
District Judge’s salary will 
be split between Pike and 
Howard Counties ($29,325 
each), the City of Glenwood 
($4,398.75) and the City of 
Murfreesboro ($4,985.25).

Changes were also added 
to the Pike County Personnel 

Handbook which included a 
mandate that time off – out-
side sick leave – first utilize 
accrued comp time before 
vacation time, defining sick 
leave and its allowance more 
directly, and a mandate that 
same sex (but not opposing 
sexes) department members 
traveling for training stay in 
a shared room (up to $150/
night).

Copies of both the budget 
and personnel handbooks 
are available to the public 
for copying and inspection 
at the Pike County Clerk’s 
office in Murfreesboro dur-
ing regular business hours 
Monday through Friday 
(excluding holidays). 

Through the close of No-
vember, Rather reported the 
following opening/closings 
for county accounts:
County General
$1,389,728,57/$1,415,447.45
County Road
$1,009,352.95/$699,847.43
County Landfill
$879,770.40/$900,695.38
All County Accounts
$7,525,963.14/$7,333,385.85

Old Pike County hospital to come down “You can spend a lot of money on a 60-year-old 
building and still have a 60-year-old building.”

There will be a retirement reception for Randy 
Miller, a 46-year employee of the Murfreebsoro 
Water and Sewer Department on Friday, Dec. 27 
at the Murfreesboro City Hall.

The event will be held from 11 a.m,. to 1 p.m.

Retirement event
at Murfreesboro Dec. 27
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OFFICIAL OPENING FOR EATERY. The Nashville Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Dec. 19 for Kickin’ Wingz & Thingz restaurant, located at 519 South Main, next to Smith’s Cleaners. Those 
who showed up to support owner Jarrad Shelton (with the bow and scissors) included Wndy Rojas-Sitzes, Tim 
Pinkerton, Tara Green, Tina Carver, Christy Adams, Shelton, Carlos Martinez, Susie Barrquin, Aaron Tollett, 
Kristin Stveley, Vanessa Weeks and daughter and Howard County Fair Royalty, Sophie Weeks.

The Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission’s state-
wide squirrel-hunting cel-
ebration is back, and this 
time Arkansas-based airgun 
company Umarex U.S.A. is 
pumping up the prize!

Now in its fourth year, 
the Umarex Big Squirrel 
Challenge is an easy-to-join 
hunting event where teams 
of two spend an afternoon 
and morning gathering the 
three biggest bushytails 
they can find and bring 
them to an official weigh 
station to compare to the 
other participants’ top three 
treetop nutcrackers.

AGFC Assistant Chief 
of Education Eric Maynard 
said the contest has drawn 
so much fun and participa-
tion that Umarex joined 
in this year to sponsor the 
statewide event.

“It’s great to have Umar-
ex partner with us on what’s 
one of my favorite events 
we put on in the AGFC’s 
Education Division,” May-
nard said. “They’ve offered 
to provide prizes for the 
event as well as equipment 
we can use to get more 
people involved in the out-
doors and on the road to 
being hunters.”

The official rules are 
available at www.agfc.
com/education/2025-big-
squirrel-challenge, but here 
are the main details. There’s 
no registration, just get a 
buddy and go hunt. Teams 
of two hunt from noon-
to-noon Jan. 10-11 during 
legal shooting hours. You 
can harvest up to your two-
man limit of squirrels (that’s 
12 squirrels per hunter per 
day) but only the three larg-

est squirrels will be weighed 
for each category of the con-
test. Hunters are welcome to 
use squirrel dogs for their 
bushytails.

“We have different cate-
gories for limits of fox squir-
rels only and gray squirrel/
mixed bags, which must 
include at least one gray 
squirrel,” Maynard said. 
“A team can enter multiple 
categories but each squirrel 
can only be weighed once, 
so you need to choose which 
ones are going in which 
contest before you weigh 
them in.”

Age groups are divided 
into adult-only teams and 
youth teams, which can be 
two hunters under 16 or a 
hunter under 16 with an 
adult mentor.

“You can hunt by your-
self if you want to, but we 
encourage people to pair up 
with a youth they know and 
introduce them to squirrel 
hunting if they can,” May-
nard said. “It’s a competi-
tion, but it’s all about having 
a good time and getting to 
know the outdoors.”

Twelve weigh-in stations 
are positioned around the 
state, and hunters must be 
in line with their squirrels 
by noon to be included in 
the contest.

Squirrels must be field 
dressed with the skin on to 
be weighed and they will 
be returned to the hunters 
after the weigh-in so they 
may enjoy a fresh squirrel 
dinner at home.

Awards will be given 
at each weigh-in station at 
roughly 1 p.m. Jan. 11 with 
the top two teams in each 
category receiving medals.

In addition to being the 
title sponsor of the event, 
Umarex furnished the grand 
prizes for the contest. The 
top team in the state in each 
age group and division will 
receive two top-of-the-line 
Umarex airguns. A Umarex 
airgun also will be awarded 
to one lucky hunter at each 
of the 12 weigh-in locations 
as a door prize.

“Anyone who weighs a 
squirrel will be eligible for 
the door prize,” Maynard 
said.  “We also have a case 
of special-edition Squir-
rel Dust seasoning from 
Townsend Spice and Supply 
and cookbooks from this 
year ’s World Champion 
Squirrel Cooking Contest 
that will be given out as 
door prizes at the various 
weigh-in stations.”

The Big Squirrel Chal-
lenge doesn’t have to be 
only a two-day affair; take a 
look at the AGFC’s Outdoor 
Skills Calendar at www.
agfc.com/events to register 
for one of many “squirrely” 
activities to get in the spirit 
for a good old-fashioned 
squirrel hunt. Classes on 
squirrel hunting and cook-
ing are available as well 
as many other outdoors 
activities to keep the fam-
ily entertained through the 
holiday season.

Weigh-in Locations:
Springdale 
J.B. and Johnelle Hunt 

Family Ozark Highlands 
Nature Center

3400 N. 40th St.,
Springdale
Pine Bluff
Governor Mike
Huckabee Delta Rivers 

Nature Center

1400 Black Dog Drive, 
Pine Bluff

Mayflower
Camp Robinson Special 

Use Area Headquarters
331 Clinton Road, Con-

way
Jonesboro
Forrest L. Wood Crow-

ley’s Ridge Nature Center
600 E. Lawson Road, 

Jonesboro
Ft. Smith
Janet Huckabee Arkan-

sas River Valley Nature 
Center

8300 Wells Lake Road, 
Fort Smith

Yellville
Fred Berry Crooked 

Creek Nature Center
851 Conservation Lane, 

P.O. Box 489, Yellville
Columbus
Rick Evans Grandview 

Prairie Nature Center
1685 CR35N,
Columbus
Hazen
Mike Freeze
Wattensaw WMA Shop
1693 Hwy 11 North,
Hazen 
Batesville
Independence County 

Shooting Sports Complex
3600 N. St. Louis,
Batesville
Magnolia
SAU Laney Farm
833 Old McNeil Road, 

Magnolia
Russellville
Russellville Regional
Office
1266 Lock and Dam 

Road, Russellville
Monticello
Monticello Regional
Office
771 Jordan Drive,
Monticello

Umarex Big Squirrel Challenge back Jan. 10-11
Arkansas air-gun maker pumping up prizes

FIREMAN OF THE YEAR. Murfreesboro Fire & Res-
cue Department member Dylan Branch (at left) ac-
cepted the Fireman of the Year Award on Dec. 16 from 
his father, Ricky Branch, a longtime member of the de-
partment and current assistant fire chief.

MINERAL SPRINGS FIRE DEPARTMENT AWARDS. 
Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire Department Chief Chris 
Hostetler (at left) honored Charles Deloney (above) 
with a Lifetime Achievement Award for his more than 
50 years of dedicated service to the department and 
Eric Marks (below) as 2024 Fireman of the Year during 
the department’s annual Christmas party.
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Lady Outlaw Addison Hill Outlaw Landen Young Outlaw Maxton Greene

Outlaw Jordan Hill Lady Outlaw Milee HarrisonLady Outlaw Lilly Hogg

Follow The Nashville News-Leader Online: swarkansasnews.com

THANK YOU
for Reading

& Supporting
The Nashville
News-Leader!

Merry
Christmas!

Dierks Senior Hoopsters Sweep Horatio

Dierks Outlaws 65 • Horatio Lions 31
Jordan Hill - 18 points (six three-pointers)

Dylan Moore - 15 points (fi ve three-pointers)
Kolton Gadbury - 7 points (one three-pointer)

Landen Young - 7 points
Hunter Glasgow - 6 points (two three-pointers)

Peyton Boeckman - 4 points
Bryar Janes - 4 points

Johnny Kirby - 3 points (three-pointer)
Horatio Lion Top Scorers: Colton Shelton & Daniel Gideon with 7 points each

Dierks Lady Outlaws 54 • Horatio Lady Lions 39
Addison Hill - 18 points

Milee Harrison - 15 points (three three-pointers)
Lilly Hogg - 13 points (three-pointer)

Aspen Pugh - 5 points
Raylie Walston - 3 points (three-pointer)

Horatio Lady Lion Top Scorer: Aliyah Ayers with 18 points
(All Photos by Nikki Fields Images & Designs)
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NEws-LEADER
ClassifiedS

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

MINI  STORAGE in Mur-
freesboro. 870-845-6304. 
(gs:4-tf)
--------------------------------------
Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 202 W. Howard 
St. Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8 
to 9 p.m. Elizabeth 870-
949-5833, Warren 870-
557-0446,  Chad 430-200-
7150.
--------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE

swarkansasnews.com

2008 KIA SPECTRA 
VIN# KNAFE121585525008
2014 DODGE CHALLENGER
VIN# 2C3CDYAG2EH277140
1999 TOYOTA 4 RUNNER
VIN# JT3GN86R4X108429
1998 CHEVROLET BLAZER
VIN# 1GNCS13W8WK167255
2007 HYUNDAI SONATA
VIN# 5NPET46C57H234542
2003 FORD CROWN VIC
VIN# 2FAFP73W73X153906
ARE BEING HELD AT BYPASS DIESEL & WRECKER 
SERVICE, INC. 9224 HWY 278 WEST NASHVILLE, 
AR 71852, 870-845-1597, DUE TO ABANDONMENT. 
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC SALE 
UNLESS CLAIMED WITHIN 10 DAYS. FAILURE TO 
RECLAIM VEHICLES WAVES ALL RIGHTS, TITLE, 
& INTEREST IN ABOVE VEHICLES. VEHICLES MAY 
BE RECLAIMED DURING BUSINESS HOURS BY 
PROVIDING OWNERSHIP, AND BY PAYING ALL 
CHARGES AGAINST VEHICLES. 
(BD: 27)

Rattlers 71/Bulldogs 50 Murfreesboro vs. Hampton Lady Rattlers 59/Lady Bulldogs 50

Murfreesboro Rattler Kale Burns Murfreesboro Rattler Caden Dixon Murfreesboro Rattler Kooper Caldwell

Murfreesboro Lady Rattler Chloe Scoggins Murfreesboro Lady Rattler Natalie Perrin
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Karstyn Scrivner (24) and Mercy Hagler (25) watch for the rebound in a loss to North 
Little Rock Dec. 17. The Scrapperettes defeated Bryant 52-44 Dec. 20.

Channing Scott finds a way around the Acorn defender in 
Nashville’s 98-30 win earlier this month.

Sofia McCauley (15) tries to get the ball to Karstyn Scriv-
ner (24) against North Little Rock.

Johnte Taylor (4) goes up for a Scrapper basket in the holi-
day classic win over Acorn.

Scrapper Demetrus Shelley (2) controls the ball against 
Acorn.

Angel Watson (left) drives to the basket last week against 
North Little Rock at Scrapper Arena.

Ava Basiliere (left) puts up a Scrapperette score against 
NLR. She scored 25 points against Bryant Dec. 20.

Hoops teams wrap up pre-holiday portion
of season before return to court next week

News-Leader photos/DEDE ROBINSON

The Scrappers 
and Scrapperettes
will compete
in tournaments 
after Christmas.
The Scrappers 
will play at Mineral 
Springs. 
The Scrapperettes 
will compete at Little 
Rock Christian.
Conference games
for both teams will 
begin in January.
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Girls Bracket
12/28

Game 1 4:00
Murfreesboro vs. Horatio

Game 2 6:30
Mineral Springs vs. Foreman

12/30
Game 3 6:30

Kirby vs. Winner of Game 1
1/2

Consolation Game
6:30 L1 vs. L2

1/4
Championship 5:15

Winner of Game 2 vs. Winner of Game 3

Southwest Arkansas Invitational
Mineral Springs High School

Boys Bracket
12/28

Game 2 5:15
Nashville vs. Horatio

Game 1 7:45
Mineral Springs vs. Foreman

12/30
Game 3 5:15

Murfreesboro vs. Winner of Game 1
Game 4 7:45

Kirby vs. Winner of Game 2
1/2

Consolation Games
5:15 L1 vs. L2
7:45 L3 vs. L4

1/4
Championship 6:30

Winner of Game 3 vs. Winner of Game 4

News-Leader photo/JOHN BALCH
TWO PROJECTS AT ONCE. Nashville’s water tower on Third Street is currently 
getting serviced - inside and out - to include sandblasting and a paint job, accord-
ing to Mayor Larry Dunaway, who added that a big curtain will soon go up around 
the tower during the exterior painting. The tank has been isolated for the work and 
the water supply diverted to the tower on Seventh Street. Also currently at the 
tower site, T-Steele Construction workers (pictured) out of Rock Island, Ill., are 
busy erecting a new AT&T cell phone tower. Mayor Dunaway said he expects both 
projects to be wrapped up by mid-January, weather permitting.

Dec. 28 – Jan. 4
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