
MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro Rat-
tlers (8-3) have successfully moved into the sec-
ond round of the state Class 2A playoffs follow-
ing their 52-16 (6-5) win over Marked Tree last 
Friday night at home.

Head coach Brad Chesshir said that the team 
was ready to go following their lackluster per-
formance last week against Mineral Springs to 
close out the regular season.

“I was confident in what our response would 
be – the focus and attention to detail was obvi-
ous from Monday through the game. We just 
flew around.”

The win also satisfied a bit of a revenger fac-
tor for the squad after Marked Tree eliminated 
the then 12-0 Rattlers 28-14 in the second round 
of the playoffs last season.

“We wanted a little payback, and we 
achieved that.”

Chesshir said the Rattlers moved the ball 
well on offense, to the tune of 493 yards, and 
defensively allowed only three big plays to the 
normally high scoring Indians – including a 
long TD rush early in the second half -- who 
average better than 35 points per game during 
the regular season.

“We talked all week about how we had to 
limit the big plays, because I didn’t think they 
could consistently drive on us. The kids really 
responded – but I knew they’d be ready for the 
moment. We’ve seen the highs, the lows and 
the big games. Nothing fazes them and now it’s 
on to round two.”

Laytan Wilcher rushed for 182 yards and 
3 TDs, while passing for 83 yards and a TD. 
Cameron Stevens rushed for 124 yards and one 
score. Brody Maroon added 99 yards rushing 
and 2 TDs in the victory.

In the second round, the Rattlers will face 
an old nemesis in Mount Ida. The Lions, who 
changed conference this season to 1-2A, are 8-3 
overall and 5-2 in conference play behind Big-
elow and Conway Christian this season. They 
defeated Bearden on the road in the first round 
of the playoffs last week by a 45-20 margin.

“They are a younger team with a larger ju-
nior class that has much the same team as they 
did last year when we beat them 8-6 last year. 
We have similar ground and pound offensive 
philosophies that runs a lot of the same stuff,” 
Chesshir said of the Lions.

He said the Lions are multiple in a formation 
standpoint in order to “allow them to get you 
where they want and attack your weaknesses.”

Chesshir also said that the meeting of a fa-
miliar foe in the playoffs versus a team you 
rarely see was not a major factor, but that famil-
iarity did perhaps provide a small advantage.

“I’m just not big on rematches from a team in 
the regular season,” said Chesshir. “Otherwise, 
it’s pretty much just another football game.”

Defensively, Chesshir said the Lions were 
also similar to the Rattlers with a four-front that 
“swarms to the ball and tackles well.”

So, in a even battle that features two extreme-
ly similar teams, what will separate the victor 
by the end of the game? According to Chesshir, 
it’s simply a matter of execution and physical-
ity.

“They have a senior running back, Ben 
Woodfield, that deserves to be all-state. He’s 
hard-nosed and hard to stop … he’s always 
moving forward and is hard to stop for no gain. 
Defensively, we will have to swarm tackle well 
in order to combat his efforts.”

Offensively, the Rattlers will have to avoid 

negative play and secure the ball in order to 
win the game, said Chesshir.

“We’ve reached the part of the season where 
you have to play as perfectly as possible in or-
der to win. Mount Ida is strong and tough and 

has a prestigious history, and I respect Coach 
[Mike] White and everything he’s accom-
plished there.”
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SECOND ROUND BOUND ... The Murfreesboro Rattlers defeated the Marked Tree Indians 52-16 at home last Friday night in the first round of 
the Arkansas Class 2A playoffs. The squad will host Mount Ida in the second round this Friday night at 7 p.m. Pictured (above left) Laytan Wilcher 
harasses Marked Tree quarterback Kenyon Carter while (above right) Kooper Caldwell catches a touchdown pass between a pair of Marked Tree 
defenders.

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro Se-
nior Adult Center will again be holding their 
annual Thanksgiving fundraiser.

Uncooked dressing will be sold in five pound 
($15) and 10 pound ($30) varieties, Residents 
may also order uncooked rolls at $6/dozen.

Orders may be picked up the week of No-
vember 25. Call (870) 285-2312 to place your 
order.

The center will also repeat the effort in De-
cember for Christmas.

Rattlers advance, host Lions in second round tussle 
Face former conference foe Mount Ida for right to move to semi-finals 

Local Senior Center offers 
dressing for thanksgiving
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FIRST ROUND WIN ... (Above) Brody Maroon looks for space as he moves past the first level 
of the Marked Tree defense, while (below) MHS cheerleaders Kinleigh Sullivan (kneeling) and 
Ramsey Terrell do their best to inspire the crowd during the squad’s halftime performance.

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro An-
gel Tree program is again seeking to help out 
local families with Christmas cheer in 2024.

Forms have been left at 3 locations – Mur-
freesboro Elementary School, Murfreesbsoro 
City Hall and Murfreesboro Water Department 
– and must submitted by Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20 for acceptance into this year’s program.

After that date, the program will create the 
angels and place them on trees around town – 
locations will be announced at a later date.

Event organizers Angie Strawn and daugh-
ter Kelsi Frachiseur said the program is accept-
ing monetary donations for those who prefer 
not to shop for a specific angel. 

“Last year we had a few families who asked 
for decorations … so, if anyone has any old 
decorations, an extra string of garland, Christ-
mas lights, or even if you have extra trees, 
please let us know. We would love to make that 
available for the families who are in need and 
to help make their Christmas Day brighter for 
their kiddos!” said Strawn.

For more information, please call (870) 285-
5269 or (870) 582-3882.

Wednesday deadline for 
Angel Tree applications

MURFREESBORO -- The City of Murfrees-
boro has announced that the sanitation sched-
ule for the Thanksgiving week of Nov. 24 will 
be modified as follows.

Tuesday and Wednesday normal pickup will 
occur on Tuesday, Nov. 26. 

Thursday and Friday normal pickup will oc-
cur on Wednesday, Nov. 27.

The next regular collection day will then be 
on Monday, Dec. 2.

A pair of dumpsters will be available near 
the former chicken plant and will remain in 
use until full and then will be locked up and 
restricted from use.

As for Pike County rural trash, collection on 
Monday-Wednesday, Nov. 25-27 will remain 
normal, while Thursday’s normal collection 
will be picked up on Monday, Dec. 2. For all 
other rural residents collection will be a day 
later than normal the week following Thanks-
giving.

Both Murfreesboro City Hall and the Pike 
County Courthouse and associated offices will 
be closed at noon on Wednesday, Nov. 27 and 
will remain closed until Monday, Dec. 2.

Week of Thanksgiving 
brings changes to trash 
pickup in M’boro, county
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To their credit, Mount Ida pulled off the only lower seeded 
upset in the first round of the Class 2A playoffs last week.

TAILGATE
Prior to the game, the school will host a tailgate starting at 

4:45 p.m. that will soon be followed by the team’s “Walk to the 
Rock.”

Chesshir invited the community to come out and inject a dose 
of energy into the kids pregame.

“I hope to see the whole town in the stands for this game … 
we love the energy and hope it will propel us to new heights as 
we look to move into the third round of the playoffs.”

RANKINGS
Scorebook Live ranks the Lions two spots behind the Rattlers 

in their Class 2A rankings (5/7), while maxpreps.com has the 
Rattlers 109th overall in the state of Arkansas, versus Mount 
Ida’s 116th. On3.com has the Rattlers at 124 in the state, while 
Mount Ida is at 127. 

Perhaps the only one that sees the game with a clear-cut fa-
vorite is Hooten’s Arkansas Football (hootens.com) -- they rank 
the Rattlers as the fourth best team in Class 2A and predict them 
to defeat the Lions, the eighth best 2A squad, in a game that 
“could be one of the most physical games in the state regardless 
of classification.”

RATTLERS Continued from Page 1
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PLAYOFF INTENSITY ... (Above) 
Rattler head coach Brad Chesshir 
directs the action from the side-
line; (left) Cameron Stevens gains 
the edge as part of his 124 rushing 
yards; (below) the Rattler defense 
continuously had multiple defend-
ers swarm to the ball.

STATE CAPITOL WEEK IN REVIEW
Senator Steve Crowell

LITTLE ROCK – The governor un-
veiled a new pay plan for state employ-
ees that she will present for legislative 
approval during the 2025 regular session.

At the announcement of the pay plan, 
she said it was the fulfillment of a prom-
ise she made when campaigning for of-
fice. Bringing salaries more in line with 
those in the private sector, the state will 
encourage people to apply for the jobs in 
state government that are hardest to fill, 
she said.

The Secretary of Transformation and 
Shared Services urged people to go online 
and apply for jobs. “This new pay plan 
allows us to be flexible and competitive 
in the market both now and moving for-
ward. Consider working with us – apply 
now at arcareers.arkansas.gov,” the secre-
tary said.

The President of the Arkansas State 
Police Foundation Board said that the 
higher pay would boost morale among 
state troopers and would improve efforts 
to recruit and retain the best law enforce-
ment officers. That will make Arkansas 
safer, the foundation president said.

The governor’s proposal would raise 
the salaries of about 14,539 state employ-
ees, who represent about two-thirds of 
the executive branch workforce. A stated 
goal of the pay raises is to bring state em-
ployees’ salaries closer to private sector 
salaries in comparable labor markets.

Another goal is recruit and retain em-
ployees in categories in which the state 
has had chronic shortages, such as nurs-

ing staff, prison officers, social services 
workers and the State Police.

Security officers at state prisons would 
see average entry-level salaries increase 
by 35.3%, from $37,589 to $50,845. Aver-
age salaries for all officers would increase 
by 17.1%, from $50,461 to $59,100.

Some agencies, such as the Department 
of Human Services, hire staff who work 
with troubled teens and young people 
in broken homes. They have turnover 
among social workers, cause by stress 
and by caseloads much greater than rec-
ommended in national standards.

Entry-level salaries would increase by 
20.5%, from $44,172 to $52,442. The aver-
age salaries for all staff would increase by 
15.3%, from $48,733 to $55,364.

At the State Police, average entry-lev-
el salaries would go up by 19.8%, from 
$56,498 to $67,706. The overall aver-
age salary would go up by 10.4%, from 
$73,318 to $80,930.

The state hires nurses at long-term care 
facilities. The average entry-level salary 
would increase by 8.3%, from $51,032 to 
$54,661, and the average pay for all nurs-
es would increase by 9.6%, from $57,686 
to $61,552.

The cost of the pay plan is an estimated 
$102 million, and will be included when 
the governor presents a balanced budget 
to lawmakers next week. According to 
the governor’s office, almost $60 million 
will come from the general revenue fund, 
the state’s main source of spending for 
services. General revenue comes mostly 
from sales taxes, individual income taxes 
and corporate income taxes.

Other state government funds will pay 

for the remainder of the costs of the pay 
plan. The governor said that much of the 
cost would be absorbed by agencies in 
their existing budgets, which have many 
positions that are vacant.

COMBATTING PREMIUMS
Arkansas legislators have been hearing 

from constituents about the rising costs 
of homeowners insurance premiums, so 
during the 2025 session they will explore 
numerous options for holding down rate 
increases.

At a recent meeting of the Senate and 
House Committees on Insurance and 
Commerce, top officials of the Arkansas 
Insurance Department briefed lawmak-
ers on rising rates, and what other states 
have done to control them.

Several nearby states have begun miti-
gation programs, which provide financial 
incentives for strengthening homes to 
limit damage from during storms.

For example, in Alabama homeowners 
can apply for $10,000 to retrofit houses 
with features that can better withstand 
the high winds and flying debris caused 
by hurricanes. Insurance companies dis-
count rates for homes with those features.

In Arkansas, wind and hail are the ma-
jor weather events that damage homes. In 
recent years, eight insurance companies 
have stopped selling policies in the state. 
According to Insurance Department offi-
cials, Arkansas property insurance com-
panies had a loss ratio last year of 130 

Pay increases for state employees on tap for legislature

LEGISLATURE
Continued on Page 5



BY JOHN BALCH
Nashville News-Leader Staff

MURFREESBORO -- “She’s 
actually been the boss since 
July,” said Murfreesboro den-
tist Darwin Turner as he offi-
cially turned over his longtime 
business to new owner, Audra 
Rhodes of Nashville.

Murfreesboro Dental Care 
will keep the name, the em-
ployees and even Dr. Turner 
to a certain extent. Turner, 60, 
said he will “semi-retire” with 
plans to provide part-time 
orthodontic services at MDC.

In 1990, Turner opened his 
first dental practice in Mur-
freesboro, where he graduated 
from school in 1982, “down-
town on the main drag.” He 
built and moved into the 
MDC’s current location just a 
few blocks away in 1999.

According Rhodes, a 2017 
graduate of Nashville High 
School, the purchase of MDC 

is her first business venture 
and her first dental job since 
graduating from the Universi-
ty of Tennessee Health Science 
Center College of Dentistry.

Rhodes, 25, is the daughter 

of Andrea and Randy Hughes 
of Nashville. She and husband 
and fellow NHS grad, Triston, 
have a new baby girl, Layton. 
Triston is the son of Julie and 
Mark Rhodes, also of Nash-
ville.

The Murfreesboro Chamber 
of Commerce hosted a wel-
coming ceremony last Thurs-
day, which was well attended 
by family, friends, patients 

and local dignitaries.
Turner said he is not sure 

what he plans to do in semi-
retirement but working on the 
farm and being outdoors with 
youngest daughter, Kristina, 
17, will certainly be in the 
plans. Turner’s wife, Cheryl, 
is already retired and oldest 
daughter, Olivia, 23, is about 
the start a job in Northern Ire-
land.
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Obituaries

Jack Junior “Bo” Johnson, 
age 84, of Ben Lomond, Ar-
kansas passed away Wednes-
day, November 13, 2024 in 
Ashdown, Arkansas.   He was 
born September 13, 1940 in 
Kirby, Arkansas the son of the 
late Dewey Johnson and Opal 
Ward Johnson.

 Mr. Johnson was a member 
of the First Baptist Church of 
Hicks.   Jack was strong in his 
faith.   He enjoyed studying 
the Bible and having deep in-
depth conversations about the 
scriptures with his son Tony or 
anyone that he came across. 

 He loved fishing, hunting, 
his cows and being outdoors. 

  In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his wife Betty Ann Copeland 
Johnson, his son, Dewey Jack 
“Jackie” Johnson, his great-
grandson, Tripp Samuel John-
son, and one sister Charlotte 
Buck.

 Survivors include his son, 
Tony Johnson and wife Lynn 
of Tuscaloosa, Alabama; two 

grandchildren Tony “T.J.” 
Johnson and wife Tara of 
Northport, AL, Darley Norris 
and husband Eric of Tuscalo-
osa, AL; two great-grandchil-
dren Trace Johnson and Levi 
Norris; one sister Betty Lynn 
Moore of Daingerfield, Texas; 
as well as a host of nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

 Visitation was held on Sat-
urday, November 16, at Latim-
er Funeral Home in Nashville.

  Funeral services began at 
2:00 p.m., Saturday, November 
16, at Latimer Funeral Home 
in Nashville, with Bro. Jimmy 
Woods officiating, burial  fol-
lowed in Ben Lomond Cem-
etery, under the direction of 
Latimer Funeral Home in 
Nashville.

 Pallbearers were Wes Ware, 
George Adams, Ronny Smith, 
Ron Smith, Russel Smith, and 
Tracy Gentry.

 Honorary pallbearer Stacy 
Day.

  The family would like to 
express a special thank you to 
the staff at Little River Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation, Stacey, 
Barbara, Jaelin, Felecia, and 
Velma.

 Memorials may be made in 
his honor to the Ben Lomond 
Cemetery Fund, P.O. Box 52, 
Ben Lomond, AR. 71823, or 
First Baptist Church of Hicks, 
507 Little River 29, Ashdown, 
AR. 71822

  You may send an online 
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com

Jack Junior ‘Bo’ Johnson, 84, Ben Lomond

There’s a new dentist in town

Staff photos/John Balch

WARM OFFICIAL WELCOME ... Audra Rhodes (above center, below left) has taken over Murfreesboro Dental Care from 
former owner Darwin Turner (below right). The above picture was taken at the Chamber of Commerce Coffee held at the business 
last Thursday morning.
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MURFREESBORO -- The South Pike County School Board is 
now short one member following the resignation of Matt Hen-
derson of Delight during the board’s November meeting last 
week.

In a short letter dated the day of the meeting, Tuesday, Nov. 
12, Henderson thanked the district for allowing him to represent 
them on the board, but added “I feel currently it is best for me to 
resign with (the) resignation effective immediately.”

In other school business last week, the board took the follow-
ing action:

• Approved to use Presence as a purchase service for speech 
therapy; and

• Approved the hiring of tutors using a High Impact grant at 
$35 per hour.

School board member resigns

Call us:
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Murfreesboro church 
of Christ

305 S. Second Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 • Worship 10:20

Sun. eve. 6 p.m. • Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.

Bro. Buddy Ray

Bank of Delight
503 E. Antioch St.  Delight

(870) 379-2293

Trinity Missionary 
Baptist Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro
• Worship 11 a.m. • Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.  

• Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
•Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy

To reserve this space for your 
church services or business...

Call Christy at
870-285-2723

HAVE AN ITEM YOU’D LIKE TO 
SEE INCLUDED?

email us at 
mdiamond@windstream.net

Attend Church 
This Sunday!

SOUTH PIKE COUNTY SCHOOL MENU
‘Dear Preacher’

By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ
I WAS ONLY JOKING 

Proverbs 26:18-19: Like a 
madman who throws fire-
brands, arrows and death, 
is the man who deceives his 
neighbor and says, “I was only 
joking!” 

The man in our text who 
was rebuked was one who de-
ceived his neighbor! Perhaps 
the man he deceived or lied 
to had been a longtime friend. 
The lie damaged their other-
wise profitable association. 
A relationship that had taken 
years to develop and cultivate 
was destroyed by not telling 
the truth or simply misleading 
someone that had always been 
trusted. The apology sounded 
something like this, “I was 
joking.” Something said that 
sounded sincere was not the 
truth. So much is at stake in 
our relationship as sons and 
daughters of God. We are di-
vinely connected and when 

one of our fellow Christians is 
wounded, we all suffer. Noth-
ing we do or say is without 
immediate and eternal conse-
quences. Sincerity and truth-
fulness binds us together as 
surely as the great truth that 
Jesus is the head of the body. 
Each individual member sup-
plies the life’s blood for those 
whose lives are touched by 
our own. Fools mock the idea 
that sin exists. They choose 
not to believe that our actions, 
thoughts and intents can and 

will save or destroy our eter-
nal soul. Sin is not a joke! It is 
not now, nor has it ever been 
a joke in God’s sight. Jehovah 
holds us responsible for what 
we do or fail to do. We are the 
servants of God, who is always 
faithful to His own will. He 
promises that our wellbeing is 
important to Him. He always 
keeps His word to us. None of 
His promises have ever failed. 
Whatever we have promised 
to this true and faithful Father 
we must resolve that it will be 
done. It is not a joke that God 
takes us at our word. He ex-
pects that we will make good 
on the commitment that we 
have made to be faithful and 
true to Him. Our salvation 
depends on it and so may the 
salvation of those we love. It is 
not a joke! 

Paid Advertisement

MURFREESBORO CADC SENIOR LUNCH MENU
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Chicken fajita salad, corn/black bean salad, 

tortilla chips/salsa

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Vegetable beef soup, grilled cheese sand-

wich, mixed veggies, chunky fruit medley

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Pork carnitas,Mexican rice, pinto beans, tor-

tilla, frosted spice cake

Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more information 
(870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day at 8 a.m. Transportation available

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Breakfast: Chicken biscuit or cereal, fruit, 

juice, milk
Lunch: Chicken tenders, seasoned corn, 

sweet peas, 7-12 cornbread muffin, pears, milk
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Breakfast: Cinnamon bun or cereal, fruit, 

juice, milk
Lunch: Pepperoni pizza, savory carrots, 

steamed broccoli, applesauce, milk
MONDAY, NOV. 25 - FRIDAY,  NOV. 29 
THANKSGIVING BREAK
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2
Breakfast: Poptart w/cheese stick or cereal, 

juice, fruit, milk
Lunch: Corn dog, potato smiles, baked 

beans, peaches, milk
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3
Breakfast: Breakfast pizza or cereal, juice, 

fruit, milk
Lunch: Burrito, refried beans, seasoned car-

rots, salsa, pineapple, milk
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4
Breakfast: Sausage biscuit or cereal, juice, 

fruit, milk
Lunch: Vegetable beef soup, grilled cheese 

sandwich, celery sticks w/ranch, strawberry 
cup, milk

*Due to food item shortages menus are subject 
to change without notice. Any changes to the menu 
will be posted on the website at www.rattlers.org

MURFREESBORO -- The former Delight church pastor ar-
rested last month on charges of child pornography has officially 
been charged in Pike County Circuit Court.

James Vincent Henry, 43, is charged with 20 counts of counts 
of distributing, possessing or viewing matter depicting sexually 
explicit conduct involving a child.

Henry was intially arrested and booked in the county jail the 
night of Oct. 15 on suspicion of 100 counts. Monday, Vincent 
pled not guilty to the charges and public defender Derrick Mc-
Farland was assigned his case. A Jan. 27 date was set for Vin-
cent’s pretrial.

Vincent remains in the county jail this week and is being held 
on $50,000 bond.

According to an affidavit prepared by Special Agent Chris-
topher Harper with the Arkansas State Police, an investigation 
involving Henry began in August when Harper was assigned 
two “cyber tip” reports from the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children. The reports involved the uploading of 
CSAM (child sexual abuse material) using Kik and Snapchat 
messaging applications.

The material was allegedly uploaded from an account belong-
ing to Henry and his official church email IP address was used.

The state police investigator was able to determine that the 
one IP addresses involved in the CSAM was assigned to Henry 
at his Cherry Street home in Delight and that another address 
was assigned to Crossroads Assembly of God Church.

A residential search warrant was executed at the Henry home 
on Sept. 25 and numerous electronic devices were seized. Henry 
was then escorted to the church where more electronic devices 
were seized.

An extraction of one of Henry’s phone showed his phone 
number was allegedly associated with the CSAM and several 
photos were recovered. Another phone, owned by Henry’s wife, 
Brittney, was also extracted and showed she made numerous 
calls and sent numerous messages to and from the phone num-
ber at the center of the investigation. Henry’s phone number 
was labeled “vacation phone” in his wife’s phone contacts.

Brittney Henry has not been arrested or charged in connection 
with this case.

According to the Delight church’s website, Henry is original 
from Dumas and he has served as youth pastor at Assembly of 
God churches in Lacey, McGehee and Mountain Pine, as well 
as Newsong Church in Centerton, where served on the “media 
team.”

The website also states the Henrys served as foster parents for 
New Beginnings Children’s Home in Centerton and they were 
foster parents to 76 children in four years before they moved to 
the “transitional living program for young ladies 18-25” for two 
years.

Also Monday in Pike County court, Roy Oleyte, 46, of Glen-
wood, pled not guilty to one count of distributing, possessing or 
viewing of matter depicting sexually explicit conduct involving 
a child. He is being held int he3 county jail on $100,000 bond.

Oleyte is accused of using BitTorrent to download child por-
nography.

A search warrant was executed at the defendant’s Lakeshore 
Street apartment on Oct. 29 and his phone was seized. A forensic 
search found child sexual abuse material and a further evalua-
tion of the phone is pending.

CHARGE FILED
Natasha Lynn Holman, 38, of Glenwood, was charged Nov. 

14 with felony possession of methamphetamine and drug para-
phernalia following a traffic in August by the Murfreesboro Po-
lice Department.

Former Delight pastor charged

TAILGATE/RATTLER WALK TO THE ROCK
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 • M’BORO HIGH SCHOOL

The 
public is 
invited to a 
pregame tailgate 
party and team 
Walk to the Rock 
prior to the Mount 
Ida playoff game this 
Friday, Nov. 22 
at 4:45 p.m.



percent. That means they paid $130 in claims for every $100 in 
premiums they collected.

The largest ten companies in Arkansas provide coverage for 
75 percent of the market, according to the department. In 2022 
those companies collected $1.3 billion in premiums but paid $1.6 
billion in losses. In 2023 they collected $1.6 billion in premiums, 
but paid $2 billion in losses.

If we experience a relatively good year with few tornadoes 
and severe storms, insurance rates will flatten out or even de-
crease, the officials said.

Last year rates for insurance went up by an average of 15 to 
20 percent. However, that is just a portion of the rising costs for 
homeowners. Some rate increases followed similar increases the 
year before. Also, companies raised the value of homes, requir-
ing owners to purchase more insurance to cover replacement 
costs.

Deductibles have risen too. Another new development in Ar-
kansas is the introduction of split deductibles, which means that 
a separate deductible applies to roof damage caused by wind 

or hail.
Arkansas was the last state in the country to allow split de-

ductibles, which have been routine in other states. Deductibles 
must now be listed clearly on page one of policies, and no longer 
can be listed inside the policy where it is more difficult to find 
and comprehend.

Some options for holding down rates may not be practical, or 
possible, because they would conflict with the interests of banks 
and mortgage holders, or re-insurance companies.

For example, legislators on the committee floated the idea of 
allowing large deductibles of $20,000 to $30,000. Another idea 
would be to allow insurance that covers only what is left on your 
house note.

If you owed $30,000 on a $200,000 house you could purchase 
$30,000 of insurance and basically self-insure for the remaining 
amount. Those ideas may not be financially prudent for some 
homeowners, but legislators want to thoroughly explore and 
discuss all options for holding down rates.
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MANIAS AND PHOBIAS
* -- Theme Related Clue
ACROSS
1. Figaro’s solo, e.g.
5. Not sin, as in math
8. Designer Laroche
11. Pi-meson
12. Cut, like a log
13. *Telephobia, or fear of this device
15. “He’s Just Not That ____ You”, movie
16. 2D measurement
17. Gives a helping hand
18. *Ludomania, obsession with ____
20. Therefore
21. Poetic feet
22. Accident
23. *____mania, obsession with wealth and 

power
26. Type of throw, in baseball
30. Miner’s load
31. Member of Round Table
34. Quartet minus one
35. Spacious
37. Last word of “America the Beautiful”
38. Young chicken
39. Cocoyam
40. Largest Asian antelope
42. Haute couture gala location, with The
43. Slimy phlebotomists
45. *____phobia, fear of public speaking
47. Took the bait
48. Tempter
50. Dumbstruck
52. *Gamophobia, fear of ____
55. September stone
56. Cantina cooker
57. Apple leftover
59. Lakes, in Scotland
60. ____ gin
61. “On a ____,” or carefree
62. *____mania, obsession with oneself
63. Cough syrup amt.
64. Additional

DOWN
1. *____phobia, fear of bees
2. Bananaphone preceder
3. Itty bit
4. Language disfunction
5. Indigenous person of Lesser Antilles
6. Track and field star, 1936 Olympics
7. Tear in pantyhose
8. Struck with a mallet
9. Back arrow key
10. Indeed
12. Against the stream swimmer
13. Say “pretty please”
14. *____phobia, fear of snakes and croco-

diles
19. Uncooperative, like a mule
22. “Battleship” success
23. Kind of mushroom
24. Grind down
25. Glittery stone
26. Carpet style
27. Lily genus, pl.
28. Angers
29. “All for one and one for all,” to Muske-

teers
32. Egyptian goddess of fertility
33. Hair raiser
36. *____ effect, or compulsive handwashing
38. Pileus, pl.
40. Entomologist’s catcher, sometimes
41. Agora, plural
44. Tannery supply, pl.
46. Delphi talker
48. Room partitions
49. Lowest deck on a ship
50. Full of excitement
51. Home to Baylor University
52. Lion’s share
53. Hockey score
54. Commits a faux pas
55. A in IPA
58. Increase

ALL TYPES OF 
ROOFING

We are insured!

In Business Since 1992!
Greg (870) 356-8934

Quality work,
Free Estimates

MINI  STORAGE in Murfrees-
boro. 870-845-6304.             (gs:4-tf)

Electric wheel chair. Portable, 
light weight, like new, low $ or 
perhaps free to senior, 888-442-
3390. 

Classifieds

Summer is long gone, but 
the three stars that make the 
previously mentioned Sum-
mer Triangle are still a promi-
nent feature in the sky.

Looking almost due west 
and tilting your head up you 
will see the brightest star in 
the neighborhood, Vega. Look-
ing up to almost overhead is 
the other star of the triangle’s 
base, Deneb.   Altair, to your 
left is the point star.  Deneb is 
the alpha star of the constel-
lation Cygnus the swan, also 
called the northern cross.

The triangle is a topic again 
because in autumn the Milky 
Way is a highlight of the west-
ern sky as it glows across Cyg-
nus and fills the triangle with 
a spectacular cloud of stars.  
Western cultures derive the 
name Milky Way from the Lat-
in Via Lactea which itself can 
be traced back to the Greeks.

Myths about the Milky Way 
are numerous worldwide.  The 
Caddo, like other native tribes, 
likely thought of it as a sky 
road, and a path traveled by 
the souls of their ancestors.  To 
them, each star marked the 
spirit or the footstep of one 
who had left this life and trav-
eled the sky road to the next 
one.

All of the stars we see from 
earth are in the Milky Way Gal-
axy.  A fuzzy “star” that can be 
seen with the naked eye in the 
constellation Andromeda is in 
fact not in our galaxy. It is ac-
tually another galaxy, the An-
dromeda Galaxy, 2.5 million 
light years away.

Currently, Jupiter is the 
bright object in the northeast 
after sunset, and Venus is in 
the southwest at sunset.  Jupi-
ter is also the bright object in 
the west before sunrise.  

PIKE COUNTY SKYWATCHERS
BY RICK FLOYD

Stars of summer still 
prominent in night sky

Help Wanted Lockesburg, AR. 
Must speak English. Broiler hous-
es not egg houses. Housing and 
utilities provided. 870-584-6102 or 
870-582-4770.

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY (NOA)
USDA – Farm Service Agency

Notice of Availability
Construction of a Large CAFO, Arkansas

Draft Environmental Assessment

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) announces they will be completing an Environmental 
Assessment for the construction of a large CAFO located in 
Section 27, Township 8 south, Range 26 west in Pike County 
in Arkansas.  The primary objective of the activity is to 
construct (1) broiler house.   

FSA is accepting written comments on the potential 
effects of the proposed project on protected resources and 
the human environment through 12/20/2024.  Information 
regarding this project can be reviewed in person at the 
following USDA Service Center: FSA, 101 South Washington 
Street Nashville, Arkansas 71852 and can be found online 
at the following website: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-
offices/Arkansas/index.  Comments should be submitted in 
writing to Adam Kaufman at FSA, 419 West Gaines Street, 
Monticello, AR 71655.

All written comments will be carefully considered, and no 
action concerning the project shall be taken until the agency 
has completed an environmental review and issued a final 
decision.  The Final Environmental Assessment will be made 
available and underlying documentation may be examined 
upon request. (FSB., 195w., 20,21)

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PIKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

PROBATE DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF ROBERT T. SWIFT 

55PR-23-63 
WARNING ORDER 

TO: ALL CONCERNED 
You are hereby notified that Vernon Wehunt, Plaintiff/Pe-

titioner, whose Attorney is Dustin Bissell, whose address is 
306 E. Broadway, Glenwood, AR 71943, has filed a Petition For 
Probate of Will and Appointment of Executor for the Estate 
of Robert T. Swift that will lawfully appoint Vernon Wehunt 
as Executor of said estate, a copy of which Petition shall be 
delivered to you, or to your attorney upon request. You are 
also notified that you must appear and defend by filing your 
answer or other responsive pleading within thirty (30) days of 
the date of the first publication of this Warning Order; in the 
event of your failure to do so, an Order will be entered for the 
relief demanded in the Petition as circumscribed by the laws 
of this State. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal as Clerk of the 

Court on this day of November, 2024.
CIRCUIT CLERK 
Kristie K. Harris
Pike County Deputy County Clerk
Randee Williams Pike County Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

(d.b., 198w., 20,21)

LEGISLATURE Continued from Page 2

SMALL ADS DO WORK ... 

 CALL (870) 285-2723 TO 
SCHEDULE YOURS FOR NEXT WEEK

ONGOING -- Holiday pecan orders are ready to be picked up 
at the Mine Creek Conservation District office at 131 N. Kelley St. 
in Murfreesboro on Monday thru Wednesday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Phone (870) 285-2424 for more information.
e-mail announcements to mdiamond@windstream.net

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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PLAYOFF
BONFIRE
PEP RALLY
THURSDAY, 
NOV. 14

MURFREESBORO HIGH SCHOOL

Staff/Submitted 
Photos

www.rattlers.org

Submitted photo

SUCCESSFUL HUNT ... Samuel Hoover, age 9, harvested 
this five-point buck with a 6.5 Creedmoor on November 9 while 
hunting with his dad, Brad Hoover.

MURFREESBORO -- The local Celebrate Recovery Group -- 
Victory In Christ -- will be opening its doors again this Thanks-
giving for anyone who is looking for a place to eat with com-
pany.

“We know the holidays can be difficult for many and we in-
vite the community ... or if your family is far away, come join 
ours!” said a group press release.

The groups asks that anyone who feels led to donate any of 
the following items for the dinner, or money to purchase items, 

please contact Christina Myrkle through First Christian Church 
at (870) 285-2511 or at her cell (870) 925-3413. 

The group also is welcoming volunteers to help cook/serve 
the meal Thanksgiving day, Thursday, Nov. 28.

Items still being sought include ham, dressing, mashed pota-
toes (or just uncooked potatoes), gravy, deviled eggs, rolls, and 
cheescake. Green beans, chocolate cake, pumpkin pie and sweet 
potato pie have already been donated.

Local group invites community to join them for Thanksgiving

BY REBEKAH HALL 
U of A System Division of Agriculture
LITTLE ROCK — As families around 

the United States prepare for their Thanks-
giving celebrations, practicing food safety 
guidelines when thawing the celebratory 
bird and storing leftovers can help ensure 
everyone stays safe and healthy.

Whether it’s roasted, braised or fried, 
the Thanksgiving turkey should be pre-
pared with food safety as a top priority.

“Believe it or not, keeping your bird 
safe begins immediately after the grocery 
store checkout,” said Quad Whitson, ex-
tension culinary nutrition program as-
sociate for the University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture. “Once a 
frozen turkey is purchased, you should 
take it home immediately and store it in 
the freezer. Frozen turkey should be kept 
where the temperature can be constantly 
monitored.”

Whitson said frozen meat or poultry 
should be left at room temperature for no 
more than two hours, or no more than one 
hour if the outside temperature is above 
90 degrees Fahrenheit.

“If left out for longer, this allows food 
to enter the ‘temperature danger zone’ 
between 41 degrees F and 135 degrees F, 
where foodborne bacteria can rapidly de-
velop and cause illness,” he said.

There are three methods experts consid-
er safe for thawing a turkey: in the refrig-
erator, in cold water or in the microwave.

Thawing in the refrigerator: If using 
this method, be sure to plan ahead. Al-
low 24 hours in a fridge set at or below 
40 degrees F for every four to five pounds 
of bird. Place the turkey in a container to 
prevent juices from dripping onto other 
foods in the fridge and, ideally, thaw the 
turkey in the bottom portion of the fridge. 
A thawed turkey can remain in the fridge 
for one to two days before cooking. Tur-
key thawed using the refrigerator method 
can be refrozen without cooking, but there 
may be some loss in quality.

REFRIGERATOR THAWING TIMES
• 4 to 12 pounds: one to three days
• 12 to 16 pounds: three to four days
• 16 to 20 pounds: four to five days
• 20 to 24 pounds: five to six days
Thawing using the cold-water meth-

od: Allow approximately 30 minutes per 
pound of turkey. Place the turkey in a 
leak-proof plastic bag to prevent cross-
contamination and prevent the turkey 
from absorbing water. Next, submerge 
the turkey in cold tap water. Set a timer to 

ensure the water is changed every 30 min-
utes until the turkey is completely thawed. 
This prevents the water from warming up 
and reaching a temperature where bacte-
ria can multiply. Turkey thawed by this 
method should be cooked immediately. 
After cooking, meat from the turkey may 
be refrozen.

COLD WATER THAWING TIMES
• 4 to 12 pounds: two to six hours
• 12 to 16 pounds: six to eight hours
• 16 to 20 pounds: eight to 10 hours
• 20 to 24 pounds: 10 to 12 hours
Thawing in the microwave: Follow the 

turkey producer’s instructions. Once the 
turkey has defrosted and thawed using 
the provided directions, plan to cook it 
immediately. Some areas of the bird may 
become warm and cook during micro-
waving. “Storing your turkey after having 
been partially cooked is not recommend-
ed,” Whitson said. “Partially cooking 
your turkey does not destroy all the bac-
teria, allowing the remaining bacteria to 
potentially multiply and cause foodborne 
illness while your turkey is in storage. 
Turkey thawed using this method must 
be cooked immediately to remain safe for 
consumption.”

Whitson said one can tell if their turkey 
has thawed completely by touching the 
breast meat, which should feel soft and 
not frozen; wiggling the legs or wings, 

which should move easily and not be stiff; 
or by measuring the temperature of the 
bird at the thickest part, which is typically 
the breast or thigh. This should read 30 
to 40 degrees F when using a probe ther-
mometer.

If preparing a turkey is too laborious, 
Whitson suggested making a pork roast, 
beef brisket, salmon or a Thanksgiving la-
sagna instead.

“For those looking for a vegetarian op-
tion or alternative, try Tofurkey, which is a 
plant-based roast modeled after a turkey, 
or a plant-based Wellington, often made 
with chickpeas or lentils,” he said.

SAFELY STORE LEFTOVERS
Whitson said concerns for food safety 

do not end once the food is cooked.
“You should also be mindful when 

serving and enjoying the food that you 
worked so hard on,” he said. “Discard 
any food left out at room temperature for 
more than two hours.”

In general, cold foods should be kept 
cold and hot foods should be kept hot.

“Keep cold foods at or below 41 degrees 
F, and keep hot foods held at or above 135 
degrees F,” Whitson said. “Cold foods can 
be held in an ice bath, in a cooler with ice 
or ice packs, or stored in your refrigerator.

“Hot food can be held in the oven, chaf-
ing dishes, slow cookers or warming trays 
to keep warm,” he said. “Remember to 
check the temperature by using a ther-
mometer every two hours for the most ac-
curate temperature of your food.”

Foods that have been safely held within 
the appropriate temperature ranges can 
be stored for leftovers. Whitson said food 
should be placed in shallow containers 
and immediately put in the refrigerator or 
freezer for immediate cooling.

“Most leftovers remain safe in storage 
for three to four days,” Whitson said. “Al-
ways reheat leftovers to an internal tem-
perature of 165 degrees F.”

For more information about food safety, 
visit the Food Safety page on the Cooper-
ative Extension Service website at www.
uaex.uada.edu/life-skills-wellness/food-
safety.

Reminder to be safe with the Thanksgiving turkey feast

PIKE COUNTY 4-H BRITTLE FUNDRAISER
Flavors Available -- Cashew, Peanut, Pecan, Cinnamon Pecan

$20 Each • Pickup at the Pike County Extension Office
100 Court Street, Suite A • Murfreesboro • (870) 285-2161

Monday-Friday • 8 A.M.-4:30 P.M.
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