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By Melanie Schwartz
Market director
Join us at the How-

ard County Farmers’ 
Market in Nashville this 
Saturday, Oct. 19, from 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m., or until 
vendors are sold out.

Our first Saturday fall 
market and yard sale 
were a great success, 
and we appreciate ev-
eryone in the community 
who stopped by! 

This week, you can 
expect to see local 
honey. We will also have 
hot peppers, persim-
mons, herbs and apples; 
home-baked breads, do-
nuts, cookies, fudge, and 
brittle; and handmade 
quilts and crocheted 
items. Market T-shirts 
and fresh popcorn will 
also be for sale.

To see a full list of 
this week's vendors and 
their offerings, or to in-
quire about becoming a 
vendor, visit the Howard 
County Farmers' Market 
Facebook page. 

Nashville Commu-
nity Gardens will host 
a pumpkin patch and 
mum sale fund-raiser 
Oct. 14-31 on the lot 
next to Diamond Bank in 
Nashville.

Hours are 10 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 
12 noon until 6 p.m. on 
Sunday.

Organizers say there 
will be “photo ops and 
fun.”

The event will support 
the new non-profit in 
Nashville.

Fall market
to be held
Saturday
in Nashville

LOCKESBURG - The weekend 
of Oct. 4-5, the River Ranch Mentor 
Hunt Fund-raiser brought together 
a collaboration of Arkansas Game 
Wardens, local law enforcement, 
students and conservation agencies 
to foster wildlife education, ethical 
hunting practices, and community 
engagement. 

The event showcased the dedi-
cation of more than 20 Arkansas 
Game Wardens who served as 
mentors for students with special 
doe tags from DMAP (Deer Man-
agement Assistance Program) to 
hunt across the scenic River Ranch 
private land.

The event, sanctioned by the 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF), provided a unique and 
supervised hunting experience 
for the region’s young hunters, 
including participants from the 

Nashville and Dierks Trap Teams, 
Nashville Scrapper Fishing Team, 
and Howard County 4-H.

Many of these students har-
vested their first deer ever, with 
the largest doe weighing in at 140 
pounds. 

A total of 18 does were har-
vested, with the meat donated to 
Arkansas Hunters Feeding the 
Hungry, a statewide initiative 
dedicated to supporting students 
in need through the backpack 
program. 

  In addition to the hunt, the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion (AGFC) supported the event 
by sending the Black Bass Program 
tank to the property’s three lakes 
for the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA) Fishing Derby. 

More than 70 fish were caught 
during the derby, and some were 

By Louie Graves
News-Leader staff
Early voting for the 2024 Gen-

eral Election will begin Monday, 
Oct. 21, and end Monday, Nov. 4. 
There will be early voting hours 
on two Saturdays.

All early voting for Howard 
County will be at the Carter Day 
Center, Nashville. All voters must 
have photo ID.

Hours for early voting include 
the following:

Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
The last day for early voting is 

Monday, Nov. 4, the day before 
General Election Day, Tuesday, 
Nov. 5.

The deadline to register to vote 
in the General Election has passed. 
The last day to transfer precincts 

is Friday, Nov. 1.
Absentee ballot counting will 

be Tuesday, Nov. 5, at 5 p.m. in 
the courthouse Annex Building. 
Persons wishing to request an 
absentee ballot or to see if they 
are eligible for an absentee ballot 
should contact the County Clerk’s 
office, 870-845-7500, ext. 2.

On election day eligible voters 
may cast ballots at any of the four 
county voting places between 
7:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m. The voting 
places are:

Nashville -- Carter Day Center, 
N. Main.

Mineral Springs -- Methodist 
Church, 101 S. Church St.

Dierks -- Community Center, 
102 W. 2nd St.

Umpire -- Fire Department, 
15790 Hwy. 278 W.

By John R. Schirmer
News-Leader staff
After trailing 13-3 at halftime, 

the Scrappers came back in the 
second half and defeated Bauxite 
26-13 Friday, Oct. 11, in Nashville’s 
Homecoming game.

The Scrappers (3-3 overall, 2-1 
District 7-4A) led 19-13 after the 
third quarter and put up an insur-
ance TD in the fourth.

“We started to become a team,” 
Coach Shawn Jackson said. “There 
were no selfish penalties. I’m real 
pleased about that. When you play 
clean, you have an opportunity to 
win.”

Special teams performed well, 
Jackson said. Alexis Brizo’s sky 
kick “was perfect. That’s good for 
us.”

Nashville took a 3-0 lead in 
the first quarter on a field goal by 
Brizo. 

However, “A bunch of false 
starts” during the first half posed 
problems for the Scrappers, Jack-
son said. “We’ll get those cor-
rected.”

The Scrappers’ turnaround in 

the second half included a PAT at-
tempt that appeared to go bad but 
was saved by holder Brice Perrin, 
who took the ball and ran it in 
for a two-point conversion. “That 
helped us out a lot. He [Perrin] just 
made a play,” Jackson said.

Two Scrappers were back in the 
lineup, including Zaccheus Harris 
and Tucker Dixon. “It’s good to 
have both at the same time.”

Harris “made plays that were 
good for our momentum,” Jackson 
said. Dixon “keeps our running 
backs fresh. We’re able to develop 
some dudes and get them ready 
to play.”

Ja’Marion Conway “made some 
big runs in the third and fourth 
quarter,” according to Jackson. 
During one stretch of the game, 
he had three carries for 45 yards. 
“He’s tough.”

Blocking by Kasen Morgan, Joe 
Branch and Dixon “was the dif-
ference” Homecoming night. “We 
had all 11 players where they were 
supposed to be.”

Early voting starts Oct. 21;
General Election set Nov. 5

The public is invited 
to a community outreach 
event sponsored by the 
Midway Baptist Church.

The event will feature 
hotdogs, popcorn and 
games, and will begin at 
6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Oct. 30, Halloween eve.

The church is located 
midway between Nash-
ville and Mineral Springs 
on Hwy. 27.

later transported to a nearby AGFC 
pond by a state biologist for con-
tinued research and conservation 
efforts.

The event also served as an 
educational opportunity, with state 
biologists on hand to perform data 
sampling, allowing students to 

learn about wildlife conservation 
firsthand. 

Participants also experienced 
hands-on wildlife education at 
various booths, including tar-
get practice from NWTF and 

Ethical hunting, education
focus of River Ranch event

News-Leader photo/DEDE ROBINSON
A VISIT FROM JOHN WESLEY. B.J. Johnston presents “The Life 
of John Wesley,” a one-man play, Sunday morning, Oct. 13, at 
Nashville Global Methodist Church. The play, compiled from Wes-
ley’s journals, told the story of the founder of the Methodist church 
in the 1700s. Johnston has taken the program around the world.

Courtesy photo
BEFORE THE HUNT. Participants in the River Ranch Mentor Hunt 
Fund-raiser share a meal before the event began earlier this month.  
Youth from area schools and 4-H were part of the activities.
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Scrappers rally for win
in Homecoming game

Church plans
community
event Oct. 30 News-Leader photo/DEDE ROBINSON

CORONATION. Coach John Martin crowns his daughter, Nashville 
High School Homecoming Queen Jacee Martin, during pre-game 
activities Friday night, Oct. 11, at Scrapper Stadium.

Community survey results
reviewed at recent meeting

Second of two parts
By John R. Schirmer
News-Leader staff
Last week, the News-Leader re-

ported on the results of an online 
community survey conducted in 
Howard County by the Arkansas 
Economic Development Institute 
in cooperation with Developing 
Howard County.

Logan Benson of AEDI dis-
cussed the survey and reviewed 
the responses from eight different 
sections. He said about 300 people 
completed the survey, which he 
called a good response rate.

The Oct. 9 News-Leader re-
viewed the first four sections 
- Health and Safety, Economy, Rec-
reation and Culture, and Housing. 

Today’s issue will include the 
other four sections - Education, 
Services and Infrastructure, Child 

Care, and Future Priorities.
Education - All categories 

showed “a strong positive lean,” 
Benson said, but K-12 education 
“had the highest variance in re-
sponses.”

Parents of young children re-
ported the highest satisfaction 
with K-12, according to Benson, 
while parents of older children 
reported the lowest satisfaction.

Most respondents said educa-
tion in the county has stayed the 
same or “is better” than it was in 
2020.

They said schools are cultivat-
ing innovation. They also said 
schools “need to attract teachers 
and prepare them for success 
[and] need to prioritize education 
and mental health.”



Oct. 12, 2024, in the Latimer 
Funeral Chapel in Nashville 
with Randy Bradford offici-
ating. Interment will follow 
in Restland Memorial Park 
near Nashville.

You may send an online 
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com.

Carla Louise Lee
Carla Louise Lee, beloved 

by all who knew her, was 
born in Malvern, Ark., on 
July 29, 1959. She peacefully 
departed this life on Oct. 
7th, 2024. She is preceded in 
death by her mother, Peggy 
Byers Lee, and grandpar-
ents, Silas C. Byers, II, Euge-
nia Floyd Byers, Lester Otho 
Lee, and Frankie Lee Car-
ruthers. She is survived by 
her father, Lester W. “Bob” 
Lee, her sister, Debra Lee 
(Dolph), her brothers, Rob-
ert “Buddy” (Susan), Adam 
(Patty), her nephews, Chris-
topher, Ryan (Caitlin), and 
her grandniece (Evelyn) and 
grandnephew (Atticus).

Carla battled schizoaffec-
tive disorder for many years 
of her life, but still found joy 
and laughter. Her outsized 
personality will always be 
remembered by the staff at 
the Arkansas Health Center 
where she called everyone 
“Momma” in a booming 
voice with a giant smile on 
her face. “Persistence” was 
her middle name. In her 
youth, she loved all small 
creatures, especially her dog 
General Stephen Dill Lee, 
and being with family and 
friends. She was an artist, 
storyteller, and poet, making 
beautiful notecards and writ-
ing poems about the lives of 
many small creatures. In her 
later years, she loved color-
ing, bingo, and “The Price 
is Right.”

Her life will be celebrated 
with residents and staff at 
the Arkansas Health Center 
in the next few weeks. Carla 
did not like being alone, so 
her memorial service will 
be held jointly with that of 
her father, in what we hope 
is many years in the future. 
Memorials may be made 
to either the Schizophrenia 
Research Society (https://
schizophreniaresearchsoci-
ety.org/) or the American 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (https://
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Obituaries

Some upsets among the college games 
selected for last week’s contest made for 
interesting competition.

The week’s winner was Mike Aylett of 
Nashville who went a perfect 10-of-10 in 
predictions.

Actual scores of the games in the contest:
Murfreesboro 28, Dierks 16

Mineral Springs 48, Foreman 24

Junction City 41, Gurdon 6
Malvern 52, Ashdown 7

Arkadelphia 77, Fountain Lake 0
Alabama 27, South Carolina 25

Texas 34, Oklahoma 3
Tennessee 23, Florida 17

LSU 29, Ole Miss 26
Nashville 26, Bauxite 13

Felony charges were filed Oct. 3 against 
a young Nashville man who is accused of 
taking items which were stolen from parked 
cars in the city.

LaCourtney Rodgers, 18, black male, 316 
W. Shepherd St., Nashville, was living with 
his grandmother at the address at the time 
of his arrest.

Police received a call reporting several of 
the stolen items in Rodgers’ bedroom at the 
residence. The items included purses and 
wallets containing names of persons who 
had reported thefts from vehicles. There 

were also some wallets with ID cards that 
had not been reported stolen.

Dates of the reported thefts go back to 
July. Among the recovered items was a 
broken rifle.

In his interview at the police station, 
Rodgers reportedly admitted being with 
someone during the thefts but denied be-
ing the one who took the items from the 
unlocked vehicles. He declined to name 
the accomplice.

Rodgers faces two class D felony charges 
for theft by receiving.

THE UA-COSSATOT TENT. At Thursday’s annual Golden Gathering at the Nashville 
City Park, cosmetology students at the college gave manicures to tent visitors.

Shirley Jean Bradford
Shirley Jean Bradford 

was born March 24th, 1933, 
to Thomas Luther “Mack” 
Bradford and Lucy Jane 
Bradford (nee Cornish). Shir-
ley was the 9th child in a 
large family of 14 children! 
She grew up on a farm in 
Howard County outside of 
Nashville, Ark., and gradu-
ated from Nashville High 
School in 1951.

Shirley was a sharp-mind-
ed young woman and, after 
moving to Houston, Texas, 
quickly settled in to a tech-
nical job as a switchboard 
operator for Southwestern 
Bell “Ma Bell” Telephone 
Company (now AT&T). She 
enjoyed a long career of 35 ½ 
years at Southwestern Bell, 
finally retiring in 1987.

Shirley remained in 
Houston for a few years after 
retirement, she felt the call 
to return to her childhood 
home of Nashville, Ark. She 
bought a home in downtown 
Nashville and reconnected 
with high school friends and 
family. Shirley volunteered 
at the local hospital and 
enjoyed an active life with 
her family and local seniors.

Shirley moved to Texar-
kana around six years ago 
into Windsor Cottage Retire-
ment Center. She enjoyed 
life at the Cottage where 
her family visited regularly. 
She called this place home 
and thought of all of the 
employees and residents as 
family. She loved her flow-
ers outside the window and 
watching the garden.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by seven brothers, Buster 
Bradford, Jewell McClure, 
Edwin Bradford, Wayne 
Bradford, Larkin Bradford, 
Junior Bradford and R.V. 
Bradford; three sisters, Ruby 
McDaniel, Elsie Lakey and 
Linda Hockaday.

Survivors include a broth-
er, J.L. Bradford; two sisters, 
Betty Kibodeaux and Patsy 
Whitehead; a host of nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

The family will receive 
friends from 1:00 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
12, 2024, at Latimer Funeral 
Home in Nashville.

Funeral services will fol-
low at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, 

The Corinth Cemetery is located north of 
Nashville at the intersection of Corinth Road 
and State Highway 26, and its governing 
body is the Corinth Cemetery Association.

The association will have a meeting and 

clean-up day on Saturday, Nov. 2, at 9 a.m. 
at the cemetery. Persons who have family 
members buried there are urged to partici-
pate. Donations will be accepted.

For more information call 870-557-6295.

Get real publicity for your ..... club, class, church, business
Nashville News-Leader

Start by calling 870-845-0600

www.aspca.org/).
Marshall Lee Young

Marshall Lee Young, 79, 
of Nashville died Sept. 30, 
2024.

He was born Dec. 22, 
1944, in Quitaque, Texas, to 
the late Marshall and Violet 
Brumley Young,.

He was a truck driver and 
mechanic.

He was preceded in death 
by his brothers, Willie and 
Kenneth, and sisters Kathy 
Cowling and Mae Queen.

Survivors include: his 
wife of more than of over 55 
years, Barbara Gene Duckett 
Young; daughter Sydney 
Lane Roberts of Nashville; 
brother, Jimmy Young of 
Jonesboro; and sisters, Sha-
ron Henderson of Nashville 
and Patricia Fairchild of Hot 
Springs.

Graveside services were 
Tuesday,   Oct. 1, 2024, at 
County Line Cemetery un-
der the direction of Nashville 
Funeral Home.

June Earl Puett
June Earl Puett, 67, died 

Oct. 8, 2024. He was born on 
Sept. 4, 1957, in Dallas, Texas, 
the son of the late June and 
Letha Puett.

He was a retired welder-
pipefitter.

He was preceded in death 
by his first wife, Debbie 
Riggs Puett, originally from 
Nashville.

Survivors include: his 
wife, Colleen McWilliams 
Puett of Royse City, Texas; a 
daughter, Amanda Puett and 
husband Daniel Huffines 
of Bells, Texas; sisters Jule 
Maxwell of Dallas, and Patti 
Bozda of Pittsburgh, Pa.; also 
grandchildren.

A funeral service will 
be 11 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 
17, 2024, at Terrace Baptist 
Church

Graveside services will 
be Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, 
at Restland Memorial Park 
Cemetery under the direc-
tion of Nashville Funeral 
Home.

Patsy Stone
Patsy Stone, 79, of De-

light, died Monday, Oct. 14, 
2024, at her home.

She was born Dec. 4, 1944, 
the daughter of the late Jim 
VanCamp and Irene Ruther-
ford VanCamp.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Pat 
Stone, and two brothers, 
Jimmy VanCamp and Jerry 
VanCamp.

Survivors include: her 
two sons, Ben Stone and 
Timothy Stone; two broth-
ers, Johnny VanCamp and 
Lonny VanCamp; two sisters 
Debbie Bell and Sue Pe-
ters; also grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

Cremation services are 
under the direction of Lat-
imer Funeral Home.

Perfect 10-of-10 entry wins
weekly football contest

Nashville youth charged with receiving
items stolen from parked vehicles

Corinth Cemetery meeting Nov. 2
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119 years ago: October 
1905

President of the Confed-
eracy is to be honored at 
last.  Laying of a corner stone 
will take place at Richmond, 
Virginia, on November 8th.  It 
will be of granite. An event 
of interest throughout seven 
states will be the laying of a 
corner stone to the Jefferson 
Davis Memorial Monument, 
which will take place at 
Richmond under the auspic-
es of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy.

(Adv.) Nashville High 
School opened September 
11, 1905, and closes June 1, 
1906. A full course with thor-
ough training in high school 
work is offered, together 
with a course for teachers.  
Music is given special at-
tention. We extend a hearty 
invitation to all young men 
and ladies who really mean 
business and wish to work 
for advancement. R.H.  Kolb, 
principal.

____
80 years ago: October 

1944

Mrs. Harold McMullan 
has received from her hus-
band, Pvt. 1st Class Harold 
McMullan, who is stationed 
at France US Army, a Ger-
man Swastika arm band 
which was taken from a Ger-
man soldier as a souvenir.

Four weeks from today, 
November 7th, the people of 
the nation will go to the polls 
to elect the President for the 
next four years and other of-
ficials. At present the presi-
dential campaign is holding 
the national stoplight to 
such an extend that even 
the fighting on the myriad 
battlefields of the world is 
made part of the campaign. 

___
67 years ago: October 

1957
Two young hunters out 

in the woods in pursuit of 
a squirrel bagged a 20 lb. 
male bobcat instead. Keith 
Shofner, armed with a .22 
rifle and Royce Tallent with 
a shotgun, knocked down 
the cat after they spotted it 
lying along a limb on a slop-
ing tree in the Blue Bayou 

vicinity six miles west of 
Nashville. The cat measured 
36 inches from nose to tail 
and stood 20 inches high.

____
34 years ago: October 

1990
A 24-year old Nashville 

man suffered the loss of an 
arm in an industrial acci-
dent Monday. Curtis Larson 
of Washington Street was 
flown by helicopter to Doc-
tor’s Hospital in Little Rock. 
Specialists there were un-
able to reattach his left arm. 
Larson caught his arm in 
machinery at the Nashville 
Crate Company at about 
2 p.m. Monday afternoon.  
He was given emergency 
treatment at Howard Me-
morial before being flown 
to Little Rock. His arm was 
reportedly severed below 
the elbow.

(Adv.) The 1990 Arkansas 
State Fair, October 10,11, 12, 
13, Entertainment Barton 
Coliseum Little Rock. Four 
Musical Super Stars; Kathy 
Mattea. Billy Joe Royal, Skip 
Ewing and Garth Brooks.

The Testimonies perform at the 14th annual Gospel Fest at County Line Baptist 
Church. They include Ray Rogers, Kenny Dixon, Vicki Dougan, Ronnie Furr and 
Carey Short. October 2003

Items or documents that 
were filed, issued or record-
ed at the Howard County, 
Ark., courthouse during the 
period of Oct. 3-10, 2024, 
include the following:

Marriage Licenses
(Marriage licenses cost $60 

at the County Clerk’s office)
Oct. 7. Robert Wayne 

Gray, 63, Lockesburg, and 
Janice E. Jones, 54, Nashville.

Civil Court
CV24-101, Oct. 2. Dis-

cover Bank vs. Daniel C. 
Humphries. Debt.

CV24-102, Oct. 9. Arvest 
Bank vs. Justin C. Henegar. 
Contract.

Domestic
Relations Court
DR24-117, Oct. 9. David 

Bohn vs. Nancy Tranham. 
Divorce.

Criminal Court
(NOTE: POCS = posses-

sion of controlled substance; 
PODP = possession of drug 
paraphernalia; DOCS = de-
livery of controlled substance)

CR24-93, Oct. 3. State of 
Arkansas vs. LaCourtney 
Rodgers, 18, black male, 316 
W. Shepherd, Nashville; 2 
counts theft by receiving, 
class D felony. Offenses re-
lated to thefts from parked 
vehicles in Nashville.

CR24-94, Oct. 3. State of 
Arkansas vs. Edward C. 
Walker, 65, black male, 509 
E. Henderson, Nashville; 
maintaining a POCS prem-
ises, class C; POCS, class A.

CR24-95, Oct, 8. State of 
Arkansas vs. Camren Blake 
Scott, 20, white male, 515 N. 
4th, Nashville; 100 counts 
possession of child pornog-
raphy, class B.

Land/Property Transac-
tions

Quitclaim Deeds
Oct. 3. Danielle Frachis-

eur; to Patrick Frachiseur; 10 
tracts in S11/S12 T8S R29W.

Oct. Sheila M. Stone, sur-

vivor of a Joint Tenantcy 
with Edna Marie Marshall; 
to Sheila M. Stone and hus-
band Yancey D. Stone; prop-
erty in S24 T9S R27w.

Oct. 9. Jacquelyn Shelton; 
to Jarrod Alan Shelton; 0.889 
ac. in S20 T10S R27W.

Heir’s Deed
Oct. 7. Hattie Beatrice 

Smith, Mary Ann O’Neal 
and Wanda O’Neal; to Hat-
tie Beatrice Smith; property 
in S23 T9S R27W, and Lot 1 
Block 14, Original Town of 
Nashville.

Trustee’s Deed
Oct. 4. Lisa Gail Hearn, 

Trustee of the Gretta Faye 
Hosey Irrevocable Trust; to 
Charles A. Smith and wife, 
Sue Smith; 5.74 ac. in S21 
T10S R28 W. $10,000.

Oct. 9. Jacob Sharp and 
wife Kaylynn Sharp; to Red 
River Employees Federal 
Credit Union; 1 ac. in S4 T6S 
R28W.

Beneficiary’s Deed
Oct. 7. Tom Harville; to 

Johnny Harville; aggregate 
40 ac. in S13 T8S R29W.

Warranty Deeds
Oct. 4. Kenneth Wilson 

and Tiffany Wilson, hus-
band and wife; to Kenneth 
Wilson and Tiffany Wilson, 
Trustees of the Kenneth and 
Tiffany Wilson Trust; 3 tracts 
in S14 T9S R27W and S30 
T8S R27W.

Oct. 4. Kenneth R. Wilson; 
to Kenneth R. Wilson and 

Tiffany B. Wilson, Trustees 
of the Kenneth and Tiffany 
Wilson Trust; 2 tracts in S29 
T8S R27W aka 226 Wilson 
Road, Nashville.

Oct. 4. Ramona Kay 
Watson; to Andrea Renee 
Vineyard and Allen David 
Vineyard; 18 act. in S20 T9S 
R27W.

Oct. 4. Benny Ray Reed 
Sr., and wife, Eartha Reed; 
to Virgil V. Hellums III and 
Frances B. Hellums, Trustees 
of the Hellums Living Trust; 
2 tracts in S5/S6 T11S R27W. 
$210,000.

Oct. 7. Julia Shankles; 
to Cody Tedford and Kara 
Tedford, a married couple; 
Lots 1-2, Block 4, Original 
Townsite of Dierks. $100,000.

Oct. 7. Dorothy Melson 
and husband, Otis Melson; 
to Loyd Golden and Paulette 
Golden, husband and wife; 
Lot 3 and part of Lot 2, Block 
12, Original Town of Dierks, 
and Lot 9 and part of Lot 10, 
Block 5, Holly Addition, to 
Dierks. $25,000.

Oct. 8. (Special) Wells 
Fargo, N.A.; to Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association; 
Lots 9-10-11-12, Block 25, 
and Lot 1 Block 28, Original 
Town of Dierks.

Oct. 9. (Correction deed, 
correcting names) Lendell 
Dwight Sharp and Phyllis 
Sharp, husband and wife; to 
Lendell Dwight Sharp; 1 ac. 
in S4 T6S R28W.

A Jan. 14, 2025, trial date 
has been set for Cameron 
Blake Scott, 20, white male, 
Nashville, who has been 
charged with 100 counts of 
child pornography posses-
sion.

Scott appeared before 
Judge Bryan Chesshir last 
Wednesday, Oct. 9, during 
the regular day for criminal 
court in Howard County. 
He entered a not guilty plea.

Trial dates were set for 
four other defendants who 
pleaded not guilty to felony 
charges.

Hunter Leecone Hughes, 
28, white male, De Queen, 
has a Nov. 5 trial date. He 
is charged with fleeing with 
danger. Pretrial motions will 
be herd Ot. 30.

Edward Walker, 65, black 
male, Nashville, pleaded not 
guilty to felony charges of 
maintaining a drug premises 
and possession of controlled 

substance. His bond was set 
at $10,000 and he was given 
a Dec. 11 date for pretrial 
motions.

One defendant entered 
a guilty plea and was sen-
tenced.

Miguel Argenta, 23, His-

panic male, Converse, Texas, 
pleaded guilty to a charge of 
possession of controlled sub-
stance. He was sentenced 
to five years of probation 
and 90 days in a regional 
punishment facility, plus a 
$2,000 fine.

Trial date set in child pornography case
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Point of view
Moaning in fear

Why are people putting
up scary stuff so early?
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Legislators begin budget hearings
ahead of regular session in January

Love Thy Neighbor, and GET THE COVID VACCINE!
Call the Howard County Health Unit -- 845-2208 -- to get your FREE shot.

Presented in the public interest by the Nashville News-Leader 

It’s autumn. The weather is cooler, and we’re inside more.
Keep yourself and those 

around you safe -- please get your 
free Covid-19 vaccination. If you’re already

 fully immunized, remember to get the booster shot. 

By State Sen. Jimmy Hickey Jr.
Legislative budget hearings 

have begun at the state Capitol, in 
preparation for the 2025 regular 
session that begins in January.

Members of the Legislative 
Council and the Joint Budget Com-
mittee will review in detail every 
state agency spending request. In 
November the governor will sub-
mit a balanced budget proposal, 
which will be a starting point in 
writing budgets for state govern-
ment. According to the Arkansas 
Constitution, the legislature has 
the final say in all fiscal decisions.

The Senate and House Educa-
tion Committees completed a vital 
first step in the budget process. 
They recommended a 2.48 percent 
increase in all the various cat-
egories that make up foundation 
school funding.

Public school funding is the 
starting point in the legislative 
budgeting process because the 
Constitution mandates that the 
state provide all children with an 
adequate and equitable education.

The state Supreme Court has 
ruled that the legislature’s con-
stitutional duty is to fund an 
adequate education system. Leg-
islators must first determine how 
much money is needed for educa-
tion, rather than simply funding 

schools based on how much the 
state can afford after it has funded 
other programs.

Arkansas operates under a bal-
anced budget law known as the 
Revenue Stabilization Act, which 
requires state agencies to reduce 
spending if tax revenue declines 
due to an economic downturn. 
The importance of school funding 
was reaffirmed in 2003 when the 
legislature passed the so-called 
“doomsday law” that protects 
school funding from budget cuts.

State government in Arkansas 
spends more than $39 billion a 
year. More than $6.3 billion comes 
from state revenue sources such 
as sales taxes, individual income 
taxes and corporate income taxes. 
The largest single expenditure of 
state tax dollars will go to public 
schools from kindergarten through 
twelfth grade. Last year that was 
$2.57 billion.

State agencies will spend more 
than $12 billion in federal funds. 
Last year most of that amount, 
about $7.4 billion in federal fund-
ing, went to the state Human 
Services Department for Medicaid 
and other health services. State 
government paid for about $1.8 
billion of the DHS budget.

The state collects about $894 
million in special revenues, which 

come from taxes levied for special 
purposes. The Transportation De-
partment maintains highways and 
bridges and collects about $673 
million in special revenue from 
motor fuels taxes and fees.

Colleges and universities re-
ceive about $783 million in state 
aid. They generate an additional 
$5.4 billion in cash funds, derived 
from tuition and fees. The Uni-
versity of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences has the largest source of 
cash funds, raising about $2.5 bil-
lion a year.

The University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville generates about $1.3 
billion in cash funds, compared 
to $212 million it receives in state 
funding. Arkansas State University 
at Jonesboro generates about $224 
million in cash funds and receives 
about $63 million in state aid.

Last year the state spent $568 
million on corrections, including 
$25.8 million paid to counties for 
holding state inmates in county 
jails. State prisons also generated 
about $40 million in special rev-
enue and cash funds from their 
farm and industry operations. In 
all, the total operating budget for 
corrections was $662 million. That 
included the costs of supervising 
parolees who had been released 
early from prison.

By U.S. Sen. John Boozman
Arkansas has made a monu-

mental impact on the nation’s 
capital this year outside of the 
usual policy debates among the 
legislative and executive branches 
or landmark Supreme Court cases. 
Instead, the addition of two new 
submissions to the National Statu-
ary Hall Collection both placed our 
little corner of the world into na-
tional and international headlines.

Back in the spring, we cel-
ebrated our state’s first new statue 
in the collection in over a hundred 
years when a rendering of Daisy 
Bates replaced one of Arkansas’s 
previous contributions. 

Last month we had the distinct 
honor to welcome another great 
Arkansan to the ranks with the 
unveiling of Johnny Cash, cast in 
bronze and gazing down to engage 
with the thousands and thousands 
of observers who will encounter 
his likeness in the U.S. Capitol 
annually. 

We’re so proud and excited that 
now visitors to the halls of Con-
gress will learn of Cash’s origins 
and identify his life and music – 
which helped define a generation 
– as a product of Arkansas. 

He was known as “J.R.” by his 
family, “Airman John R. Cash” to 
the U.S. military and “Johnny” or 

“The Man in Black” for legions of 
devoted fans around the world. 
He gained further notoriety as a 
member of Sun Records’ so-called 
Million Dollar Quartet and as 
part of the famed Highwaymen, 
appealing to a massive audience 
beyond just country music. 

Throughout his legendary ca-
reer that took him from town to 
town and literally around the 
globe, Johnny Cash always carried 
Arkansas with him. In fact, he once 
planted cotton in the front yard of 
his California home to remind him 
of life on the farm back in Missis-
sippi County.

Cash was also especially fond of 
another Arkansan, Sister Rosetta 
Tharpe, whose musical style of 
gospel-infused blues and rock cap-
tivated him more than most other 
artists he would ever encounter. 

A devout believer himself, John-
ny Cash spent a lifetime yearning 
to live up to the faith that had been 
instilled in him by his family from 
such a young age. He grew up 
singing the old Baptist hymns at 
his mother’s feet, describing them 
as “his favorite form of prayer – his 
church of choice.” 

That spiritual journey led him 
to visit Israel on multiple occa-
sions, write a book about the 
apostle Paul, and even strike up an 

unlikely friendship with Billy Gra-
ham – whose statue is also part of 
the collection that Cash now joins.

It’s been said that Johnny Cash 
– though he came from a little 
town in Arkansas – knew how to 
talk to all of America and that his 
catalogue, in essence, tells the story 
of our country. 

So in many ways, hosting his 
sculpture within one of our na-
tion’s most iconic symbols was 
long overdue.

It befits someone of Cash’s 
stature and influence as a deeply 
sincere and compassionate story-
teller whose impact extended far 
beyond a musical genre or as a 
cultural touchstone. 

Armed with his guitar and the 
Scriptures, the statue – sculpted by 
a fellow Arkansan and fixed on a 
pedestal of Arkansas stone – is true 
to Cash’s spirit and roots. And we 
are so gratified it is now on full 
display.

As his daughter Rosanne so 
eloquently reflected, there is some-
thing beautifully symmetrical 
about two true humanitarians, 
Johnny Cash and Daisy Bates, 
representing our state in this pres-
tigious collection. It will serve as a 
wonderful testament to the spirit 
of the Great State of Arkansas for 
years to come.

Taking the Man in Black to D.C.

YES, I AM STILL HERE peeking out my window on Main Street, 
and if you are reading this column today -- 
Wednesday, Oct. 16 -- then we are only two 
weeks and one day away from Halloween 
and that puts me in mind of a few scary 
things I have survived in this long life.

I survived seeing the movie “The Thing 
From Outer Space,” most commonly re-
membered as the first (of 3) versions of ‘The 
Thing.’

The original black-and-white one is still 
the scariest if I do say so myself. The net-
works often rerun it this time of year.

And it is also the main reason I joined the Navy, not the Air Force 
when I was 18. More on that in just a bit.

In the movie setting, it’s just after WWII and an Air Force-science 
expedition to the North Pole discovers a magnetic anomaly. They trace 
it down to a shadowy circular shape under the ice which they later dis-
cover to be a flying saucer (for years the Air Force denied the existence 
of UFOs just like the Arkansas Game & Fish Commission denied the 
existence of mountain lions).

They blast their way to the saucer and retrieve the body of a large, 
large, very big, and huge ‘alien being’ encased in ice.

They haul the block of ice containing this thing back to their science 
base.

And now the reason I didn’t join the Air Force.
They put the ice block on a table in one of the science rooms and leave 

one Air Force guy in charge.
He stoopidly puts a blanket over the block of ice and, naturally it 

begins to melt.
Next thing you know the Thing is loose and is killing sled dogs and 

Air Force guys all over the science base. The airmen can’t flee to the 
outside because -- well -- it’s the Arctic and there are always howling 
blizzards there.

I’ve never put my faith in Air Force guys since that blanket.
How I saw ‘The Thing’

I had never been to a scary movie and I was probably about 12-13 
years old. Some Louisiana cousins were visiting, and the oldest handful 
of us talked my mom and Aunt Lucille into letting us go to see the movie.

We walked to the old Elberta theatre. I figure it was about six blocks 
from our old house on College Street.

I was scared before we even got to our seats. I heard one of my 
younger cousins begin moaning as soon as the lights dimmed and that 
scary music started.

We were so scared we almost couldn’t breathe and it got worse as 
all of the Air Force guys and scientists on the big screen began looking 
for The Thing.

They opened a door and SUDDENLY it was there.
Howling. Or, maybe that was one of the cousins.
Or me.
I dropped to the floor. The brothers and cousins followed suit. We 

literally crawled up the aisle to the theatre lobby. Screaming. Crying.
We huddled together outside the theatre. Oh, Lordy, we hadn’t 

counted on it being dark when we got out.
We ran the six blocks home. I’ve often said that the single bravest thing 

I ever did was to slow down so as not to run off from the younger ones.
We made it home without being attacked by The Thing. We stopped 

at the ditch at the back of our yard to catch our breath and to give the 
little ones a chance to stop crying.

We made a pact. We would never tell Mom or Aunt Lucille about 
how we ran out of the theatre; otherwise they might not ever let us see 
a scary movie again.

I think one of the cousins later spilled the beans, though.
Another scary thing I survived is seeing The Gurdon Light.
More on that some other time.
And something else I survived are the Haunted Houses and Horror 

Mazes that otherwise-responsible adults put up at this time of year for 
no other reason than to scare the pants off kids. And some adults.

Yes, that was me at age 25 screaming in fear deep down one of the 
dark passages of the Haunted House.

---- --- 
SIGHTS IN THE HEAVENS. First, last week our area had several 

nights in which the Northern Lights could be seen.
And now people are saying that they’ve seen the comet with the 

unpronounceable name in the western sky shortly after sunset.
I wouldn’t know.
Sunset is after my bedtime (this is an exaggeration), and I’ve already 

seen the Northern Lights and a comet, anyway.
---- --- 

THINGS I LEARNED from opening e-mail: “For those of you that 
don’t want Alexa or Siri listening in on your conversation, they’re mak-
ing a male version ... it doesn’t listen to anything.”

---- --- 
WORD GAMES. The twins: Red Beans and Rice. My Louisiana 

cousins.
---- --- 

HE SAID: “I am like the sick sheep that strays from the rest of the 
flock. Unless the Good Shepherd takes me on His shoulders and carries 
me back to His fold, my steps will falter, and in the very effort of rising, 
my feet will give way.” St. Jerome, theologian

---- --- 
SHE SAID: “If you have enthusiasm you have a very dynamic effec-

tive companion to travel with you on the road to somewhere.” Loretta 
Young, actress

---- --- 
SWEET DREAMS, Baby
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Hunt
Continued

from page 1A

knife-sharpening tutorials 
from renowned bladesmith 
Jerry Fisk.

Safety was a top priority 
throughout the event, with 
Pafford EMS on site and all 
necessary safety equipment 
provided to ensure a secure 
environment for everyone 
involved. 

“This event was one of 
the most gratifying days 

Quarterback Karson 
Chambers “does the extra 
things we need. He’s a plus 
player. He does everything 
right.”

Ashdown
The Scrappers will travel 

of my 27-year career,” said 
Captain Nate Hellums of the 
Arkansas Game Wardens. 
“It was incredible to see the 
excitement on the faces of 
these young hunters as they 
learned valuable skills and 
created lifelong memories. 
They are the future of our 
conservation efforts, and 
this was a day they’ll never 
forget.” Hellums is a Nash-
ville High School graduate.

The event also reinforced 
the importance of mentor-
ship, with game wardens 
and local law enforcement 
guiding the youth through 

each step of the process, 
instilling the values of safe, 
ethical hunting and a respect 
for nature.

The River Ranch Mentor 
Hunt would not have been 
possible without the sup-
port of numerous sponsors, 
state agencies, volunteers, 
and donors. Their collective 
efforts ensured the event’s 
success in promoting con-
servation, education, and 
community service, all while 
raising funds for the Arkan-
sas Game and Fish Foun-
dation’s “Get it for Game 
Wardens” initiative.

BAUXITE - The Nashville 
Junior High Scrappers ran 
their District 7-4A record to 
3-0 with a 56-36 win over 
Bauxite Thursday, Oct. 10. 

Quarterback Jacoby Hop-
son ran the ball 15 times for 
162 yards. He also complet-
ed 4 of 8 passes for 70 yards 
and five touchdowns.

Trendon Northcross had 
23 carries for 238 yards and 
three touchdowns.

Gauge Applegate caught 
four passes for 67 yards and 
a touchdown.

Skyler Ramsire had one 
reception for three yards. 

For the night, the Scrap-
pers had 470 yards total of-
fense, including 400 rushing 
and 70 passing.

Defensively, Isaiah Haw-
thorne and Blake Moody 
were the leading tacklers 
with 6.5 each, followed by 
Kamari Canaday with six. 
Canaday also forced a fum-
ble which Moody recovered.

Hayden Crabtree had 
five tackles, with 4.5 for Bo 
Dean, Aiden Bradley and 

Applegate, who intercepted 
a Miner pass.

Other Scrapper tack-
lers include Drew Gitchell, 
Bracen James, Northcross, 
Malik Green, Trace Troutt, 
Draven Weeks and Skyler 
Ramsire, who made one 
interception.

Before the ninth grade 
game, the eighth grade 
Scrappers defeated Bauxite 
14-0. Seventh graders lost 
28-14.

Nashville will host Ash-
down Thursday, Oct. 17.

Junior Scrappers still unbeaten in 7-4A

Game
Continued

from page 1A

to Ashdown Friday, Oct. 18, 
for a 7 p.m. kickoff.

The Panthers “are good 
up front. We can’t have false 
starts.,” Jackson said. 

“They’re getting better 
every week. We can’t look 
at records. We have to get 
on a roll and go one play at a 
time,” according to Jackson.

“It’s about how we play 
and execute. The other night 

[Bauxite], we kept playing 
and caught up at the end,” 
Jackson said.

The Panthers “are fast. 
They have speed all over the 
place. We’ve got to contain 
that on defense. If we miss 
a tackle, it’s a touchdown,” 
Jackson said.

Ashdown (3-3, 2-1) lost 
to Malvern 52-8 last Friday, 
Oct. 11.

Those who said education 
is worse than in 2020 said 
schools “have decreased in 
educational quality … are 
favoring sports over educ-
tion … are not preparing stu-
dents for college … hybrid 
schools have grown difficult 
for working parents.”

Services and infrastruc-
ture - Overall, respondents 
said services and infrastruc-
ture are the same as in 2020, 
Benson said.

There was a neutral lean 
in tax rates, road mainte-
nance and internet access.

Sidewalks and paths, 
electrical infrastructure, wa-
ter and sewer, and waste 
disposal all had positive 
leans, according to Benson. 

Those who thought ser-
vices and infrastructure 
were worse than in 2020 
said property taxes “are 
too high. Roads are not 
well maintained. Water and 
sewer costs have increased 
significantly.”

Those who said services 
and infrastructure were bet-
ter said there have been im-
provements “but still room 
to grow … Need for funding 
to be moved toward infra-
structure maintenance … 
internet access has reached 

Results
Continued

from page 1A

a good portion of the rural 
areas in the county … need 
for public transportation 
options.”

Child care - Respondents 
“showed a neutral lean in 
access to quality child care,” 
Benson said. 

They had a “strongly 
positive lean in safety of 
children and comfort of 
working and raising a family 
in Howard County.”

Respondents with chil-
dren had “a negative lean 
regarding the amount and 
quality of child care facili-
ties.”

Households making be-
tween $30,000-$50,000 and 
more than $200,000 reported 
the highest satisfaction with 
the amount and quality of 
child care facilities, Benson 
said. 

Those making between 
$100,000-$200,000 “were 
the only group to have a 
negative lean regarding the 
amount and quality of child 
care facilities.”

Most respondents said 
child care has stayed the 
same in the county since 
2020.

Those who said it has 
become worse said there are 
“limited options for daycare. 
Existing child care facilities 
are inadequate or too expen-
sive. Long working hours 
extend past the hours of 
daycares and schools.”

Those who said child care 
has improved said there are 
“plenty of childcare facili-
ties” but they “need to stay 
open longer to accommo-
date long work hours.”

Future priorities - The 
survey showed that Howard 
County’s strengths are the 
community, its schools, the 
resources it can leverage, 
and the small-town feel, 
Benson said.

Weaknesses are lack of 
job opportunities, lack of 
business opportunities, lack 
of housing options and poor 
economic conditions.

Respondents said the 
biggest challenges are lack 
of job growth, changing 
industry, small population, 
low growth rate, lack of 
housing and general lack of 
opportunities

Respondents said the 
focus should be to “attract 
jobs and create and main-
tain business relationships 
with businesses already 
local. Improve the brand-
ing of community pride in 
Howard County. Increase 
housing development in 
the county. Education about 
taxes. Expand recreation and 
entertainment.”

Benson said the next steps 
for Developing Howard 
County likely should be 
creating “focus groups for 
specific needs and actions to 
move forward.”

Follow your hometown newspaper every week.
Subscribe today.
Call 870-845-0600 

for more information.
Nashville News-Leader

Courtesy photo
AT RIVER RANCH. Captain Nate Hellums (left) of the Arkansas Game Wardens 
oversees participants who are sighting in before the hunt.

Courtesy photo
Nashville fishing team members
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Oct. 10, 2024
BF=Bond Forfeited
Howard County
Adams, Rhonda Rae, 71, Nash-

ville, $250 BF, speeding
Bogle, Rabekah Wylaine, 31, 

Conway, $195 BF, failure to yield
Bustos, Miguel Angel, 23, Nash-

ville, guilty of speeding, fined 
$230; guilty of DWI, fined $1,110, 
credited for time served, license 
suspended and must complete 
DWI educational course; guilty of 
possessing open container of alco-
hol in motor vehicle, fined $220

Cole, Tabitha Venice, 35, Wash-
ington, guilty of driving on sus-
pended or revoked license, fined 
$445

Davis, Javon C., 34, Nashville, 
guilty of non-payment of fines, 
$3,131 owed, committed to jail; 
guilty of contempt of court, sen-
tenced to 10 days in jail

Gallardo, Jairo, 34, De Queen, 
$230 BF, speeding

Halsdorf, Alex K., 27, Nashville, 
guilty of driving on suspended or 
revoked license, fined $445

Haney, Shakonda L., 47, Nash-
ville, $195 BF, no child restraint

Hernandez, Saul, 19, Blevins, 
$195 Bf, no driver’s license/ex-
pired license; $240 BF, speeding

Martinez-Hernandez, Jesus, 42, 
De Queen, $195 BF, no driver’s 
license/expired license

Mendez, Frank, 28, De Queen, 
$195 BF, no driver’s license/ex-
pired license

Osborne, Catherine Allye, 31, 
Kensett, guilty of expired vehicle 
tags/no tags, fined $195; guilty of 
driving on suspended or revoked 
license, fined $445; guilty of speed-
ing fined $270; guilty of reckless 
driving, fined $345

Provence, Randall Gene, 46, 
Murfreesboro, $240 BF, speeding

Reyes Martinez, Jose Alberto, 
31, Hot Springs, $195 BF, no driv-
er’s license/expired license

Riley, Michael E., 55, Nashville, 
guilty of non-payment of fines, 
$840 owed, committed to jail to 
serve out old fines; guilty of failure 
to appear, fined $245

Ruiz Valdez, Francisco, 26, 

Little Rock, $195 BF, no driver’s 
license/expired license; $195 BF, 
driving left of center

Ruiz, Samantha Nicole, 18, 
Hope, guilty of no driver’s li-
cense/expired license; guilty of 
no proof of liability insurance, 
fined $145

Sigman, Bethany, 31, Nashville, 
guilty of driving on suspended or 
revoked license, fined $445

Swecker, Justin Wayne, 26, Tex-
arkana, $240 BF, speeding

Tzi Tiul, Raul E., 30, Texarkana, 
$195 BF, no driver’s license/ex-
pired license

Withworth, Thomas Dwayne, 
29, Nashville, $45 BF, no seat belt

City of Nashville
Abalos, Claudia E., 37, De 

Queen, guilty of no proof of li-
ability insurance, fined $345

Halsdorf, Alex K., 27, Nash-
ville, guilty of driving on sus-
pended or revoked license, fined 
$445; guilty of no seat belt, fined 
$70; guilty of non-payment of 
fines, $2,025 owed, committed to 

jail-suspended conditions
Henderson, Isyss Nicole, 21, 

Columbus, $345 BF, no proof of 
liability insurance; $45 BF, no seat 
belt

Marcum, Joshua J., 18, Nash-
ville, guilty of possession of mari-
juana, fined $1,075 and license 
suspended for six months; guilty 
of possession of drug parapherna-
lia, fined $560

Rhodes, Natasha, 27, Norman, 
guilty of non-payment of fines, 
$1,115 owed

Rodgers, Lacortney, 41, Nash-
ville, $45 BF, no seat belt

Stewart, Corey, 46, Umpire, 
guilty of criminal trespass, fined 
$270; guilty of theft of property, 
fined $660; guilty of failure to ap-
pear, fined $285

Wiley, Crystal, 37, Nashville, 
guilty of non-payment of fines, 
$245 owed

City of Dierks
Cogburn, Chase A., 17, Amity, 

guilty of speeding, fined $405; 
guilty of careless or prohibited 
driving, fined $345

Halsdorf, Alex K., 27, Nashville, 
guilty of no seat belt, fined $70; 
guilty of driving on suspended or 
revoked license, fined $445; guilty 
of no proof of liability insurance, 
fined $345; guilty of failure to ap-
pear, fined 4245

King, Sherry L., 61, Dierks, $45 
Bf, no seat belt; $195 BF, running 
stop sign or light

Lynch, Wendy Yvonne, 53, Bry-
ant, $230 BF, speeding

City of Mineral Springs
McClendon, Samuel S., 39, De 

Queen, guilty of possession of 
open container alcohol in motor 
vehicle, fined $220

Rhodes, Natasha, 27, Norman, 
guilty of driving on suspended or 
revoked license, fined $445

Sanchez, Kevin, 29, Mineral 
Springs, guilty of vicious dog, 
fined $340; guilty of running at 
large in city limits, fined $150

Vaughn, Rachel Marie, 46, Sara-
toga, guilty of possession of con-
trolled substance, fined $1,075 and 
license suspended for six months

Howard County District Court

Central Arkansas Development Council will distribute USDA Commodities in 
Pike County Wednesday, Oct. 23, and Thursday, Oct. 24.  Distribution will begin at 
8:30 a.m. Commodities will be distributed at the following locations:

Glenwood Senior Activity Center
229 Betty St., Glenwood, AR 71943
Phone: 870-356-4212
Murfreesboro Senior Activity Center
120 E. Court, Ste., Murfreesboro, AR 71958
Phone: 870-258-2312

Pike County commodites Oct. 23-24

VETERANS APPRECIATION RIDE. On Oct. 5, 15 veterans, mostly from Pike and Howard Counties, with the farthest participant coming all the way from California, hit 
the Bear Creek trails near Kirby Landing on a beautiful, but slightly brisk morning for a special Veterans Appreciation Ride. Pike County Veterans Services Officer Bob 
Williams said the ride wasn’t the typical way they were accustomed to taking on the back woods. There were no combat boots, ruck-sacs, helmets or ships; however, 
it was every infantryman’s dream of an assignment to a motor transport unit. Volunteers from the all-terrain vehicle enthusiast group affectionately known as the “Bear 
Creek Trail Junkies,” sponsored by members Larry and Carol Raner of Kirby, organized a day of adventure, food, and entertainment for local veterans by taking them on 
a tour of their backyard playground along one of Pike County’s most beautiful natural resources, the ATV trails near the Daisy side of Lake Greeson. The oldest veteran 
rider present, a 28-year Navy Veteran and Pike County native who checked-in at the adventurous age of 94. Following the ride he commented, “I wasn’t unaware that 
those machines were capable of maneuvering in such terrain.” He followed by stating that he has no reservations being perfectly satisfied to remain a Sailor and stick 
with navigating the high seas any day of the week; but he was truly impressed with the driving skills of the guys driving. The day was wrapped up with a barbecue lunch 
and live entertainment by the musician, singer and song writer Steve Crump.

BIRTHDAY RECEPTION. John Robert Schirmer, NHS teacher, Scrapper sports 
writer and owner-editor of the “News-Leader” was honored at a birthday reception, 
Saturday afternoon. The honoree is with some of the visitors in this photo including, 
retired teaching colleague Connie Castleberry, left, and Patsy Young who prepares 
the weekly ‘Early Files’ column in the newspaper.

Get Your Ad
in The Nashville News-Leader 

NOW!
Call870- 845-0600

for More Information
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Delight
Methodist Church

E. Antioch Street • Delight

Morning Services - 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting  - Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Men’s Meeting - Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Jim Henderson, Pastor

First Christian 
Church

500 N. Main • Nashville
(Corner of Main & Bishop)

845-3241
Sunday Bible School - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Minister: Jim Pinson

Futrell Marine
Hwy. 371 
Nashville

(870) 845-3122

woods & 
woods

public accountants, pa Ltd.
118 N. Main - Nashville - 845-4422

Jason Lenderman, CPA

Lockesburg First 
United Methodist 

Church ~ 11:00 a.m.
& Mt. Carmel United
Methodist Church

12:15 p.m.
Tommy Halsell, Pastor

Everyone is always welcome!

You are invited to worship with us at...
Center Point 
Missionary

Baptist Church
211 Church St. • Center Point

Pastor: Jaron Tipton
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service 5:00 p.m.

HOLLY CREEK
Missionary Baptist Church
705 Main St. • Dierks • 286-2010

Sun. School 10:00 a.m.
Sun. Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sun. Evening 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday WOW 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Pastor: Bro. Brian Finn

Radio Program: 9:45 Sunday Morning • B99.5 FM
Visit us at: www.hollycreekmbc.net

Come worship with us!

First Church of God
Community Oriented & Christ Centered

946 MLK, Hwy 355, Tollette, AR

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11:00 a.m. • Youth 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday evening service 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Charles Green, Pastor

-- Non-Denomination --

New Life in Jesus
Christ Church

913 South Main St. • Nashville, AR
Sunday Morning Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastors: Lankford & Mary Alice Moore

EBENEZER UMC
318 West Dodson • Nashville

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Scott Memorial 

(Paraloma Community)
First & Third Sundays Monthly

Sunday Worship 9:15 a.m.
Pastor: Ellis Ray Floyd

Immanuel Baptist 
Church

Immanuel St. • Nashville • 845-3414
www.myimmanuel.com
Pastor: Paul Herndon

Sunday: Sunday School - 9:55 a.m.
Worship (KMTB-fm) - 10:55 a.m.

Worship - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: GROW - 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Youth - 5:30 p.m. Pastor Don Jones

First Baptist Church
415 N. Main • Nashville
Come Worship With Us!

Sunday school 9 a.m.
Morning worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.

Evening worship 6:00 p.m.

Rev. Kevin Sartin

HOLY MASS
St. Martin’s Catholic Church

1011 W. Leslie •Nashville
Sunday (Eng.) - 9 a.m.
Sunday (Esp.) - 11 a.m.
Wednesday - 6 p.m.
Thursday - 8 a.m.

1st Friday - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday (Esp.) - 6:30 p.m.

Fr. Salvador Vega, Pastor
Welcome • Bienvenidos

Attend Church This Sunday!

Mineral Springs 
Church of 

Christ
318 Bridgeman Dr. • Mineral Springs

870-287-5652

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Service: 6:00 p.m.

The CALL in Howard 
County will hold their sec-
ond annual SOUPer Sunday 
on Sunday, Dec. 1.

“SOUPer Sunday is an 
opportunity for Howard 
County churches and in-
dividuals to show love to 
local children and families 
impacted by foster care,” 
said Jodi King who is the 
Leadership Chair for The 
CALL in Howard County.

“The idea is simple – 
churches sign up to partici-
pate, and individuals within 
their congregations make 

pots of soup..”
Soup is then packaged in 

containers provided by The 
CALL and sold after church 
on Dec. 1 for $8.

All proceeds fund the 
ministry of recruiting, train-
ing and supporting Chris-
tian foster families. This 
fundraiser is critical as we 
receive no federal or state 
funds for our work, King 
said.

To sign your church up 
for SOUPer Sunday 2024, 
contact The CALL in How-
ard County at 501-607-8035.

Citizens of Hempstead County are 
being urged by the men and women 
of the Hempstead County Sheriff’s 
Department to help meet the needs 
of those affected by the hurricane in 
Western North Carolina.

Red River Wrecker of Fulton has 
agreed to furnish a storage trailer that 
will be parked behind the old Hemp-
stead County Courthouse to store any 
donated items. Or you may drop off 
items at the Hempstead County Deten-

tion Center between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

“We are planning on accepting 
items until Oct. 21,” according to Sher-
iff James Singleton. “Plans are to leave 
on Tuesday Oct. 22 en route to Murphy, 
N.C. and deliver the items.

If you would like to donate any of 
the below listed items you may call 
870-703-9213 to coordinate your dona-
tion, drop off.

Needed items:

• Heavy-duty sleeping bags
• New blankets
• Hand and foot warmers
• Cold-weather coats 
• Warm socks (for adults, children, 

and babies)
• Hats, gloves, and scarves
• Face coverings
• Thermal underwear
• Bottled Water
• Canned goods
• Diapers and hygiene items

Hempstead County Sheriff’s Department
collecting hurricane relief items until Oct. 21

‘SOUPer Sunday’
Second annual campaign 
raises funds for The CALL 

in Howard County

The James Black School 
of Bladesmithing and His-
toric Trades will hold two 
dagger-making courses on 
Nov. 11-15 and Nov. 18-20 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 These one-of-a-kind 
courses are designed to help 
students learn to create a 
dagger or small sword. The 
first course will consist of 
making the blade, and the 
second will teach students 
to make the handle.

 With a course fee of $525 
per course, students will 

have the privilege of learn-
ing from world-renowned 
instructor J.R. Cook.

 To register for the course, 
visit https://www.uaht.
edu/community/commu-
nity-education-registration-
form.php.

 For more information 
about the UAHT James 
Black School of Bladesmith-
ing and Historic Trades, visit 
www.uaht.edu/academics/
james-black-school.php, call 
870-722-8568 or email blade-
smith@uaht.edu.

James Black School of Bladesmithing

Two dagger-making
sessions planned

next month

GATHERING HURRICANE RELIEF ITEMS. A truck from Taz Express, a trucking firm out of Delight and owned 
by Twana and Brian Thomason, was in Murfreesboro over the weekend to gather hurricane relief items bound 
for Tampa, Fla., this week. Those working to fill the truck along with the Thomasons (at right) were Chloe 
Hughes, Sandy Fugitt, Maryann Hughes, Brooke Cobb and Addy Lamb.
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On Nov. 2 at 10:30 a.m., 
the DeSoto Trace Chapter 
of the Arkansas Society of 
the Sons of the American 
Revolution will honor three 
Revolutionary War Patriots 
at the Pioneer Cemetery 
within the Historic Wash-
ington State Park.

The honorees will in-
clude:

John Holman born Dec. 

25, 1736 in Goochland 
County, V.A., and died Au-
gust 1833 in Hempstead 
County. Holman was a Pri-
vate in Captain Stokley 
Toes, V.A . Militia.

James Williams was born 
May 3, 1763 in Augusta 
County, V.A. and died May 
2, 1851 in Washington, 
Hempstead County. Wil-
liams was a Private in V.A. 

and served under Captains 
Luny, Turney and Chile and 
Colonel’s Campbell and 
Sevier.

Eli Collins was born 
March 26, 1759 in Sussex 
County, Delaware and died 
Feb. 4, 1844 in Hempstead 
County. Collins was a Pri-
vate in NC serving under 
Captains Micajah Lytle, 
Thomas Farmer, Wood 

and James Kell.   Colonel’s 
Dozier, Stephen Moore and 
William Collier.

Also, a fourth ceremony 
is planned at 1:30 p.m. at a 
separate location for Benja-
min Crow born 1756-57 in 
Newcastle, Delaware and 
died 1830 in Okolona, Clark 
County. He is buried at the 
Benjamin Crow Gravesite, 
Clark County, AR, located 

2.25 miles North of Antoine 
on Highway 26 (Junction 
of Bobo Road & Arkansas 
Highway 26.

SAR members from the 
South-Central District (Ar-
kansas, Kansas, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, and Texas) have 
been invited to take part in 
the ceremonies.

There will be an Honor 
Guard Salute with black 

powder at all four (4) cer-
emonies. A bag piper has 
been invited as well as 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution.

Period attire will be worn 
by SAR.

The public is invited and 
the group would especially 
like to have descendants of 
these patriots to attend and 
be a part of the ceremony.

Sons of American Revolutionary War to honor patriots at state park

The University of Arkansas Division of 
Agriculture will hosts a free on-farm bangs 
vaccination on Oct. 21 in Howard County.

All heifer ages 4-12 months are eli-
gible for the free program. Cattle must be 
penned and have working facilities.

To register, call Howard County Exten-
sion Agri Agent Dawson Bailey, 870-845-
7517.

Free on-farm
bangs vaccinations 

offered Oct. 21

News-Leader photos/JOHN BALCH
BENEFIT YARD SALE AT FARMERS’ MARKET. The 
Howard County Farmers’ Market hosted a two-day 
yard sale last week to raise market operating funds. 
The market hosted its first Fall Market on Oct. 12 and 
will continue the fall venture ever Saturday until Nov. 
16 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. During the benefit sale last 
week, Mike Schwartz (at right) manned the popcorn 
machine and market volunteer Gerry Wenta helped 
customers like Cherie Stewart.
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By Trey Reid
AG&FC

Arkansas’s first alterna-
tive firearms season opens 
Oct. 19, and many hunters 
are excited at the increased 
opportunity to use a rifle 
with straight-walled am-
munition this year instead 
of their old black-powder 
muzzleloader.

Alternative firearms sea-
son, created this year to 
replace traditional muzzle-
loader season, was inspired 
by Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commissioners’ desire to 
offer more opportunities to 
hunters who pursue deer.

“There are a lot of people 
who have an old .45/70 le-
ver action or other straight-
walled cartridge gun that 
was handed down to them 
by a father or grandfather 
and this season gives them 
the opportunity to enjoy 
those rifles again,” Commis-
sioner Bill Jones of Pine Bluff 
said during the Commis-
sion’s May 16 rulemaking 
meeting. “Modern muzzle-
loaders are able to shoot 

accurately just as far as some 
of these guns and this might 
add a little excitement to 
the season. These rifles are 
also easier to learn how to 
load and shoot properly, 
so maybe it will get a few 
more people in the woods 
who were intimidated by 
the process of learning a 
muzzleloader.”

There are always a few 
loose ends to tend to when 
new seasons and opportu-
nities are introduced in the 
hunting world, and this 
year’s alternative firearms 
season is no exception to that 
rule. Here are a few things to 
bear in mind before you hit 
the woods this season:

Alternative options
According to Page 50 of 

the 2024-25 Arkansas Hunt-
ing Guidebook, the follow-
ing firearms are allowed 
during alternative firearms 
(formerly muzzleloader) 
season:

• Muzzleloading rifles 
with a barrel 18 inches or 
longer and of .40 caliber or 
larger;

• Muzzleloading hand-
guns with barrels 9 inches 
or longer and at least .45 
caliber if they shoot conical 
bullets 200 grains or heavier, 
or .530 caliber if shooting 
round balls;

• Large bore air rifles at 
least .40 caliber that shoot 
a single, expandable slug, 
produce at least 400 feet/
pounds of energy at the 
muzzle and are charged 
from an external tank; and

• Non-semiautomatic 
centerfire firearms (includ-
ing non-semiautomatic 
handguns with barrels 4 
inches or longer) that fire a 
straight-walled metallic car-
tridge .30 caliber or larger.

Scrap the Scattergun
The first thing to note 

about the new regulation is 
that shotguns, while legal 
during modern gun season, 
will not be allowed during 
the alternative weapons 
season. All cartridges used 
during the alternative weap-
ons season must be metallic 
cartridges. Matthew War-
riner, assistant chief of the 

AGFC’s Wildlife Manage-
ment Division, said that a 
few shotgun-reloading en-
thusiasts have come forward 
with examples of shotgun 
shells that are entirely made 
of metal, but they will not be 
considered a straight-wall 
rifle cartridge for the hunt.

“There are a few special-
ized full-length brass shot-
gun shells available on the 
market, mostly for loading 
shot and not slugs, but even 
if they are reloaded with a 
slug they still will fall under 
the ‘no shotgun’ rule for the 
alternative firearms hunt,” 
Warriner said.

Straight to the Point
Anyone having diffi-

culty deciding whether a 
cartridge falls under the 
straight-walled definition 
can simply look at its profile. 
If the case of the cartridge 
is the same diameter from 
the base to the connection 
with the bullet, it is legal. If 

there is any taper, shoulder 
or decrease in diameter from 
the base of the cartridge to 
the junction of the cartridge 
and bullet, it’s not a straight-
walled cartridge.

Semiautomatic
Switcheroo
Semi-automatics, while 

legal during modern gun 
season, are not included in 
the new alternative firearms 
season.

A variety of drop-in con-
version kits are available 
for some AR-style rifles that 
shoot straight-walled rifle 
cartridges to use the rifle’s 
charging handle to operate 
the bolt, but only those that 
replace the entire upper as-
sembly will be considered 
legal for the new alternative 
firearms season.

“Conversion kits that 
simply disable the semi-
automatic function of the 
rifle are not enough,” AGFC 
Enforcement Major Steve 

Paul said.
“It needs to convert it 

to a traditional bolt action 
that’s visible from a distance. 
Other styles of drop-ins 
retain the rifle’s action, they 
just make it temporarily dis-
abled and can be swapped 
back in a matter of seconds 
in the field.”

Warriner and Paul both 
agree that these clarifications 
don’t preclude owners of 
these firearms from hunt-
ing with them during the 
regular modern gun season 
coming in November.

“The new season is about 
expanding opportunities 
for hunters, not taking any-
thing away,” Warriner said. 
“Semiautomatic rifles and 
shotguns firing slugs can 
still be used during the regu-
lar modern gun season just 
like they always have. They 
just were not included in the 
expansion of the alternative 
firearms season.”

Arkansas Game & Fish Commission

Straight talk on straight-walled firearms

News-Leader photos/NIKKI FIELDS IMAGES & DESIGNS
MINI CHEER PERFORMANCE. Dozens of young Lady Outlaws participated in this year’s mini cheer camp hosted by the Dierks senior and junior cheer squads. The 
minis performed Friday night during halftime of the Outlaw-Rattler game. Pictured here are Mailee Neal (at left) and catching some big air is Kirklynn Davis.
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News-Leader photo/JOHN BALCH
OUTBURST FROM THE SUN. A severe geomagnetic storm brought back out the 
auroras - aka The Northern Lights - the night of Thursday, Oct. 9. The lights were 
faintly visible to the naked eye in Arkansas and this image, taken in Pike County, 
was coaxed out using iPhone’s ‘night mode” with a 30-second exposure and a 
tripod for stability. The geomagnetic storm was detected early last week and on 
Wednesday, Oct. 8 the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration(NOAA) 
issued an alert since such storms can disrupt power and radio signals.

By Tina Munoz
Howard County

Extension Agent – FCS
Halloween is thought to have originated 

from the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain 
when people would light bonfires and wear 
costumes to ward off roaming ghosts. These 
traditions slowly transformed into what we 
know today as Halloween.

Halloween is a fun time of year. People 
dress up, travel door to door to receive 
treats, carve pumpkins, and enjoy many 
tasty goodies. Below are some safety tips to 
help you enjoy a safe and happy Halloween.

Pumpkin Carving/Preservation
• Paint or decorate pumpkins instead of 

carving them with younger children.
• Place lit, carved pumpkins on a flat, 

sturdy surface away from flammable ob-
jects.

• You can opt to light your pumpkins 
with battery-powered candles or lights.

• Using Vaseline can be used to buff and 
shine pumpkins.

• Using peppermint spray; dilute one 
tablespoon of peppermint dish soap in a 
quart of water and spray the inside of the 
pumpkin. The peppermint is antifungal and 
can help slow down the decomposition.

• Using floor wax if you don’t plan on 
carving your pumpkin, you can use floor 
wax to give it shine and help it last longer.

Costumes
• Bright colors and flame-retardant mate-

rial are best advised.
• Consider adding reflective tape to bags 

or costumes.
• Size the costume right for warm cloth-

ing if the weather is chilly.
• If you can, bypass the mask (they slip 

and obstruct vision) and use kid-friendly 
make-up.

• Limit accessories that may be danger-
ous such as swords and knives.

Trick or treating
• If welcoming trick-or-treaters, have 

adequate lighting.
• Keep pets away from the doorway to 

avoid any confrontations.
• Younger children should always trick 

or treat with a trusted and responsible adult.
• Carry a flashlight, watch, cell phone, 

and an extra bag in case one rips.
• Walk, don’t run. Stay on sidewalks and 

not in the streets and cross in designated 
crosswalk areas.

• Only visit households or businesses 
with their lights on.

• Accept treats at the doorway. Never 
enter a residence that you do not know.

• Establish ground rules before trick or 
treating – time frames, travel area, etc.

• Consider giving out stickers, rubber 

toys, colored chalk, or unsharpened pencils 
instead of sugary treats.

Examine treats
• Don’t snack out of your bag of treats 

while trick or treating. Have dinner before 
heading out.

• Help your child inspect treats before 
consuming them. Anything unusual should 
be discarded. Homemade treats should be 
avoided.

• Inspect the treat bag before consuming 
if there is a food allergy.

• Choking hazards include peanuts, 
gum, hard candies, etc.

• Ration the treats and consider having 
a candy swap.

Enjoy your Halloween and stay safe! 
For more information on having a safe and 
happy Halloween, contact the Howard 
County Cooperative Extension Service at 
870-845-7517 or visit our office located on 
the second floor of the courthouse.

Kids will love these mini-Halloween 
pizzas – especially if they get to put on 
the toppings themselves! These pizzas are 
perfect for a Halloween party or pre-trick 
or treat dinner.

Mini Halloween Pizzas
Ingredients
1 large pizza dough (homemade or store-

bought)
6 pepperoni slices
1 black olive, sliced
6 ounces of pizza sauce
1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese
Instructions
Preheat your oven to 425°F. Line or 

grease a baking sheet.
Roll out your pizza dough onto a floured 

surface. Using large Halloween cookie cut-
ters or a sharp knife, cut out 6-7 mini pizzas 
(either pumpkins or ghosts or a combination 
of both) and place them on the baking sheet.

Spread about 1 tablespoon of pizza sauce 
evenly on each pizza.

Top with the mozzarella cheese.
Carefully cut a few pepperoni slices in 

crescent moon shapes, then cut out triangles 
for the jack-o’-lantern teeth. Cut a few more 
triangles for the eyes and noses.

Arrange the olives on the ghosts to look 
like eyes and arrange the pepperoni pieces 
for fun jack-o-lantern faces!

Bake in the preheated oven for 10-11 min-
utes, until the crust is crisp, and the cheese 
is melted. Serve!

Nutrition Information:
 Yield: 3 Serving Size: 2 four-inch pizzas
Amount per serving: Calories 210, Total 

fat 12 g, Saturated fat 6 g, Trans fat 0g, Un-
saturated fat 4 g, Cholesterol 32 mg, Sodium 
619 mg, Carbohydrates 13 g, Fiber 1 g, Sugar 
4 g, Protein 13 g.

Tricks for a Safe Halloween
Wrap it Up with Mini Halloween Pizzas

The Arkansas Department of Transpor-
tation (ARDOT) reminds candidates for 
political office and their supporters that 
it is unlawful to place campaign signs on 
highway right of ways in Arkansas. 

“There are several Arkansas statutes ad-
dressing encroachment and the placing of 
signs or other objects on highway right of 
way,” stated ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor. 

State laws permit only official directional, 

informational, and regulatory highway 
signs on state-owned highway property; 
the local ARDOT Area Maintenance Office 
removes all other signs. 

ARDOT personnel will remove any 
“yard” signs placed on the right of way 
and will contact owners of large “billboard” 
signs to remove them. Owners can pick up 
the signs during normal business hours 
at the nearest ARDOT Area Maintenance 

ARDOT: Keep political signs off highway right of ways
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NHS photo/BEVERLY TEDFORD
NHS students dress for Decades Day/Future You Day Thursday, Oct. 10. They in-
clude (front row) Kynlee Shackleford, Dede Robinson, Josie Clark and Madi Brink-
man; (back row) Bailey Kessler, Anna Watts, Natalie Talley, Elli Wallis, Rayleigh Har-
mon and Landyn Tompkins. Homecoming Week was Oct. 7-11.

NHS
Homecoming 2024

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
Senior Scrapper Logan Pennington tries on Queen Jacee Martin’s crown as Home-
coming assistant director Terri McJunkins takes his picture and director Lacy Britt 
looks on. Pennington and Dallas Cox crowned Queen Jacee during Homecoming 
ceremonies Friday afternoon, Oct. 11, in Scrapper Arena. 

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
Class maid Caroline Dean waves from the back of a Corvette convertible driven by 
Woody Futrell during the Homecoming parade Oct. 11 through downtown Nashville. 
Members of the Homecoming court, cheerleaders, band and student groups partici-
pated in the parade.

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
Nashville Homecoming Queen Jacee Martin and her dad, Coach John Martin, visit 
after her coronation Friday night, Oct. 11, before the game at Scrapper Stadium. 

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
Nashville High School teachers Shawn Dale and Aleshia 
Erwin introduced the football maids, class maids and 
senior Scrappers at the Homecoming ceremony Oct. 11 
in Scrapper Arena.

News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
NHS juniors Baylee Smith and Allie Sartin presented 
flowers to the Homecoming royalty and their escorts 
before the evening ceremony at Scrapper Stadium last 
Friday.

NHS photo
The Student Council sponsored a Homecoming dance 
Saturday night in the cafeteria.

More Homecoming photos, page 2B
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Queen Jacee and her court
News-Leader photos/DEDE ROBINSON

Class maids and football maids Senior Scrappers

Nashville High School Homecoming Queen Jacee Martin, class maids, football maids and senior Scrappers

Escorts Dallas Cox and Logan Pennington crown Queen Jacee Martin Oct. 11 at 
Scrapper Arena.

Maid of Honor Harleigh Hill (center) and her escorts, senior Scrappers Roochie Wiley 
and Landon Arbuthnott.

Class maid and cheerleader Maddie RodgersCoach John Martin and Queen Jacee Martin

Homecoming maids and escorts bow during the invoca-
tion.

Nashville High School
Homecoming 2024

Friday, Oct. 11
2 p.m. Scrapper Arena

6:30 p.m. Scrapper Stadium

Members of the Homecoming royalty sing the Nashville High School Alma Mater before the game against Bauxite last Friday night.
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DIERKS – The visiting 
Murfreesboro High School 
Rattlers (4-2, 3-0) were able 
to defeat the Dierks Outlaws 
(4-2, 2-1) 28-16 last Friday 
night in their annual grudge 
match.

After a scoreless first 
quarter, the Rattlers would 
take an early lead with a 
Brody Maroon five-yard 
rush, followed by a Lathan 
Compton conversion to 
make the score 8-0.

Little more than a minute 
later, the Outlaws would 
tie the score on a nine-yard 
rush by Jordan Hill and a 
conversion reception by 
Juan Salazar.

The Rattler would score 
a touchdown on a five-yard 
rush by Maroon with 1:14 
remaining in the first half 
to take a 14-8 lead into the 
halftime break.

Murfreesboro would ex-
tend the lead on a Laytan 
Wilcher three-yard touch-
down rush just three min-
utes into the third quar-
ter. Wilcher would add the 
2-point conversion, provid-
ing MHS with a 22-8 lead.

Wasting no time, Hill 
would keep the Outlaws 
in contention on a 57-yard 
touchdown rush 30 seconds 
later. Justin Humphreys 
would add the conversion 
reception for Dierks, closing 
the gap to 22-16.

On the next drive Maroon 
would conclude a Rattler 
drive with a two-yard TD 
rush, setting the final score 
at 28-16 after neither squad 
was able to score in the 
fourth quarter.

Offensively, the Outlaws 
would rush for 228 yards 
on 39 attempts and pass for 
33 yards on a 1/6 effort by 

quarterback Peyton Boeck-
man.

Murfreesboro would win 
the time of possession bat-
tle 24:46-23:14 and overall 
first downs 17-9, while the 
Outlaws forced a pair of 
turnovers on defense while 
Murfreesboro’s lone take-
away was an interception.

The Rattlers would rush 
for 305 yards on 53 attempts, 
while quarterback Wilcher 
completed 1/2 passes for 
13 yards.

Hill would get 157 yards 
of the Outlaws’ rushing 
yards on 26 attempts, while 
Grayson Kersey would add 
63 yards on six attempts.

Defensively, the Outlaws 
were led by Kason Dougan 
with 14 tackles, followed 
by Hill with eight. Salazar 
would add seven stops, 
while Brayson Talley record-
ed six. Boeckman and Dou-
gan both recorded fumble 
recoveries for Dierks.

Maroon would rush for 
102 yards on 22 attempts for 
MHS, while Wilcher added 
69 on 11 attempts, Compton 
59 yards on 10 attempts and 
Bubba Stinson 45 yards on 
7 carries.

Cash Lowery would catch 
the lone MHS completion for 
15 yards.

On defense for MHS, 
Maroon had 14 tackles, fol-
lowed by Compton and 
Lowery with 10 tackles each. 
Logan Burris and Stinson 
each had nine.

This week the Outlaws 
will host the Junction City 
Dragons (4-2, 3-0), while the 
Rattlers will return home to 
play the Lafayette County 
Cougars (3-3, 1-2).

“I thought our kids 
played hard. Have to give 

Murfreesboro and their 
coaches all the credit,” said 
Outlaw head coach Paul Er-
nest. “They matched our en-
ergy and physicality and out 
coached and out performed 
us down the stretch.”

Ernest added that Rat-
tler Maroon dominated the 
game on both side of the 
ball.

“He shut down our 
sweep game, off tackle game 
and even made plays on 
the inside. He’s a heck of a 
player and came to play. He 
carried the load offensively 
for them as well pounding 
for hard yards all night,” 
said Ernest

Ernest said he was cer-
tainly change some things 
if he could turn back time.

“I’d like to have the sec-
ond half back. I didn’t do a 
very good job of establish-
ing a sequence and getting 
the offense in any kind of 
rhythm that is important in 
our offense,” Ernest said. 
“A key element of using 
multiple backs to attack both 
flanks as well as the interior 
was lost in the 2nd half. I 
focused on trying to hit an 
explosive play and got away 
from fullback runs to soft-
en the perimeter. Our kids 
played hard and showed 
grit and character. This one 
stings and will eat at me.”

Ernest said the Outlaws 
“have to get back to work 

fixing what needs fixed and 
I have to do a better job of 
putting our kids in positions 
to succeed. It doesn’t get 
any easier moving forward 
with Junction City, Foreman, 
Mineral Springs and Gur-
don left on the schedule.”

“It was a good win and 
everything I expected it to 
be,” said Rattler head coach 
Brad Chesshir following the 
game.

He added the atmosphere 
was “electric” with a very 
good attendance in the sta-
dium. 

“I can’t say enough about 
the community for the sup-
port we get every single 
Friday, there is a ton of red 
on our side.”

“Our kids were ready 
and focused … I knew in 
the locker room prior to the 
game we were going to have 
a good chance just because 
of the focus of our team. Our 
guys wanted this one really 
bad, and we did what we 
needed to do to win.”

Chesshir said the Rattlers 
had a good week of prepara-
tion headed into the game, 
and knew they would have 
to limit the big plays by the 
Outlaws to come out on top.

“We gave up two ex-
plosive plays that hurt us, 
both of them traps inside. 
I thought they did a re-
ally good job of getting to 
our linebackers, and we 

didn’t do a really good job of 
squeezing at the interior de-
fensive line position to take 
on the pullers in the trap.”

The Rattlers also knew 
they would not be able to 
let Hill dominate the game.

“Anytime Jordan Hill had 
the football, if he could find 
some open grass, he was ex-
plosive. We talked all week 
how he was a kid that could 
go make plays.”

Chesshir was pleased 
with the overall defensive 
effort, stating that the Out-
laws were productive in the 
first four games of the sea-
son with “tons of explosive 
plays” and “had put up a 
ton of points … averaging 
around 35 per game headed 
into ours.”

“If you take a way those 
two explosive plays, we 
were pretty solid defen-
sively.”

On offense, while MHS 
did enough to win the game, 
Chesshir said he wasn’t 
overwhelmed with the 
blocking effort early in the 
game by the offensive line.

“We had some missed 
blocks early. We’ll have to 
work on that and get things 
cleaned up … we got away 
with some errors on Friday 
night. We have to do a goof 
job this week correcting 

those things on film out on 
the practice field.”

Chesshir gave high praise 
to Maroon on his efforts 
from the backfield.

“He’s a dude that contin-
ues to be hard to tackle for 
opposing defenses, his effort 
was really, really good. Lay-
tan Wilcher did a really good 
job of pulling and running, 
making guys miss and hav-
ing big plays in the running 
game.”

With all the hype head-
ed into the rivalry game, 
Chesshir said his squad 
handled it well. 

“I thought we did a good 
job in a game we knew 
would be back and forth, 
especially early in a game 
full of emotions. We had to 
control our emotions and 
settle down to play well – 
and we handled all the situ-
ations the correct way, both 
good and bad.”

He also said the defen-
sive effort was key in the 
game, adding that Hawkins 
Jackson’s fourth down stop 
in the red zone and later an 
interception late in the game 
“for the highlight of his life” 
were crucial in the victory.

“We have to continue 
to improve in the turnover 

Rattlers vs. Dierks
Continued Page 5B

Rattlers prevail over Outlaws 
28-16 in 2A grudge match

News-Leader photos/NIKKI FIELDS IMAGES & DESIGNS
RATTLERS @ DIERKS. Rattler runner Aiden Stinson (#25) drags Outlaw defender Connor Bailey for a big gain Friday night. Dierks’ running game was led by Jordan 
Hill (#4), pictured here following lineman Kason Dougan (#52).
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News-Leader photo/JOHN R. SCHIRMER
Tucker Dixon scores for the Scrappers in Nashville’s 
26-13 Homecoming victory over Bauxite Friday night, 
Oct. 12. The Scrappers trailed 13-3 at halftime before 
making their comeback. With the win, Nashville is 2-1 
in District 7-4A. The Scrappers will travel to Ashdown 
Friday night, Oct. 18, for a 7 p.m. kickoff.

This week’s John R. Louie Eddie 
top games Schirmer (72%) Graves (67%) Cobb (70%)   

Junction City 
at Dierks Junction Junction Junction
Gurdon at 
Mineral Springs MS MS MS
Lafayette County 
at Murfreesboro M’boro M’boro M’boro 
Henderson State at 
Southern Arkansas HSU SAU HSU 
Harding at 
Ouachita Baptist OBU OBU Harding 
Auburn at 
Missouri Mizzou Mizzou Mizzou 
Alabama at 
Tennessee Tennessee Alabama Alabama
Georgia 
at Texas Texas Georgia Texas 
LSU at 
Arkansas LSU LSU Arkansas 
Nashville 
at Ashdown Nashville Nashville Nashville

The
News-Leader’s

2024
PIGSKIN

PREDICTIONS

GUEST PICKER: ssdfsdfsdfsdf

CIRCLE THE TEAMS YOU THINK WILL WIN
Junction City at Dierks
Gurdon at Mineral Springs
Lafayette County at Murfreesboro
Henderson State at Southern Arkansas
Harding at Ouachita Baptist
Auburn at Missouri
Alabama at Tennessee
Georgia at Texas
LSU at Arkansas

TIEBREAKER (You must give score)
Nashville ____ at ____ Ashdown

Name __________________________________ Phone _______________
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battle … if we don’t turn the 
ball over we have a good 
chance to get after them.”

Now the Rattlers have to 
turn the page and move on 
to the next battle.

“I’m extremely proud of 
our guys being able to go 
into the ‘Holler’ and being 
able to take care of business 
with another conference 
win, but now we have to 
move on to a very athletic 
Lafayette County.”

The Rattlers will host the 
Cougars this Friday in a 
game Chesshir said his Rat-
tlers have to take seriously.

Lafayette County has 
wins over Hampton (24-14), 
Horatio (28-0) and Spring 
Hill (43-36) this season along 
with losses to De Queen 
(19-18), Dierks (32-22) and 
Gurdon (39-36).

“They are very big up 
front, with big bodies all 
over. They just lean on you, 
offensively. They are a team 
that is really good at getting 

Rattlers 
vs. Dierks

Continued Page 3B

four to five yards. That four 
to five yards will turn into 
60 yards if you don’t tackle. 
They have about four to five 
backs that can tote it -- and 
all of those guys can get the 
ball, bounce it outside, re-
verse field, come all the way 
back to the opposite sideline, 
so we have to be very dis-
ciplined defensively with 
technique and be extremely 
good tacklers. We cannot 
let their backs break tackles 
or get into the open field – 
because if they do that, you 
can’t catch them.”

Defensively, the Cougars 
base out of an even front, 
with “big bodies up front” 
and “one of the top three 
linebackers in the conference 
… they do a good job of fly-
ing around defensively.”

As such, in the afterglow 
of a big win over the Out-
laws, the Rattlers will have 
to be mindful of the oppo-
nent in front of them this 
week.

“This is a team that if 
you don’t go out there and 
play well, they can beat you. 
They lost to Gurdon on a last 
second field goal, and up 
two scores on Dierks at one 

point in their game. This is 
not a bad football team … 
we’ve got to move on from 
that high after winning last 
week and be able to reset 
and regain focus against 
a very talented Lafayette 
County team.”

The Rattler also have a 
four game winning streak, 
providing the team some 
momentum moving for-
ward.

“We knew the non-con-
ference games would be 
tough games, games that 
would help us grow or shut 
it down. I think they really 
helped us grow as a team 
and now on a 4-0 run, the 
kids have a little confidence 
in themselves. I’d say win-
ning always helps – how-
ever, we also have to stay 
humble and not become 
complacent with where we 
are.

“We still have a lot of 
room for growth, and we 
still haven’t peaked – I don’t 
expect us to peak anytime 
soon. This game against La-
fayette County will provide 
us another chance to go cor-
rect a lot of those mistakes 
we made against Dierks.”

News-Leader photos/NIKKI FIELDS IMAGES & DESIGNS
LOOSE BALL. Outlaw Peyton Boeckman (#3) scrambles to recover a Rattler fumble as Outlaw Kason Dougan 
(#52) and Rattler Laytan Wilcher (#13) converge on the ball during action Friday night in Dierks.

FOR THE SCORE. Outlaw Jordan roars by a Rattler 
defender on a 57-yard touchdown run Friday night.

BY THE TAIL. Outlaw defenders Greyson Kersey and Justin Humphreys (#6) work 
to bring down Rattler runner Aiden Stinson during Murfreesboro’s 28-16 confer-
ence win over the Dierks Outlaws Friday night in Dierks.

On Monday, Oct. 7, Special 
Agents from the Arkansas State Po-
lice (ASP) Internet Crimes Against 
Children (ICAC) Task Force, with 
assistance from the Highway Pa-
trol Division and U.S. Marshals 
Service Western District of Ar-
kansas Fugitive Task Force, rear-
rested Alejandro Mendoza, 34, of 
Texarkana.

Mendoza now faces a charge of 
rape and additional felony charges 
of internet stalking of a child and 
six counts of engaging children in 
sexually explicit conduct.

As a result of the ongoing in-

vestigation, evidence revealed 
that during the summer of 2024, 
Mendoza had been communicat-
ing with a 13-year-old girl he had 
first contacted when she was 12. 
The investigation revealed the two 
exchanged pictures and had sexual 
intercourse.

This rearrest follows his initial 
arrest on Sept. 11, after the Nevada 
County Sheriff’s Office requested 
assistance from the ASP ICAC 
Task Force in July 2024. Investiga-
tors had found that Mendoza, a 
volunteer coach, had inappropriate 
contact with juveniles, including 

the exchange of explicit photos. 
Mendoza was initially charged 
with felony counts of engaging 
children in sexually explicit con-
duct and possessing of matter 
depicting sexually explicit conduct 
involving a child.

Mendoza was taken to the 
Nevada County Detention Cen-
ter, where Circuit Judge Duncan 
Culpepper set a bond of $2 million.

The investigation is ongoing, 
and out-of-state ICAC task forces 
have been contacted to assist in 
locating potential out-of-state 
victims.

State police ICAC rearrests former Nevada County 
volunteer coach on rape, child pornography charges

Follow The News-Leader: swarkansasnews.com
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SERVICES

MINI  STORAGE in Mur-
freesboro. 870-845-6304. 
(gs:4-tf)
--------------------------------------
Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 202 W. Howard 
St. Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8 
to 9 p.m. Elizabeth 870-
949-5833, Warren 870-
557-0446,  Chad 430-200-
7150.
---------------------------------------

Subscribe to the  Nashville News-Leader for  
only $40 in trade area.

PUBLIC NOTICE

FOR RENT 
LANDMARK STORAGE 
UNITS.  UNITS AVAILABLE.  
CALL 845-3787. (LS: 6 - 19)
-------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
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2003 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER
VIN# 1GNES16XS36240972

2007 INTERNATIONAL WORKSTAR
VIN# 1HTWAAAN28J690205

2008 FORD F250
VIN# 1FTSW20R48EB25227

ARE BEING HELD AT BYPASS DIESEL & WRECKER 
SERVICE, INC. 9224 HWY 278 WEST NASHVILLE, 
AR 71852, 870-845-1597, DUE TO ABANDONMENT. 
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC SALE 
UNLESS CLAIMED WITHIN 10 DAYS. FAILURE TO 
RECLAIM VEHICLES WAVES ALL RIGHTS, TITLE, 
& INTEREST IN ABOVE VEHICLES. VEHICLES MAY 
BE RECLAIMED DURING BUSINESS HOURS BY 
PROVIDING OWNERSHIP, AND BY PAYING ALL 
CHARGES AGAINST VEHICLES. 
(BD: 17)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
VERNA HOCKADAY, DECEASED . . . . . . .  No. 31PR-24-73 
___________________________________________________

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF ADMINISTRATOR
Last known address of decedent:    
1004 Mission Drive, Nashville, Arkansas  71852    
Date of death:    October 22, 2022	

The undersigned was appointed Administrator of the 
estate of the above mentioned decedent on the 3rd day of 
October, 2024.

All persons having claims against the estate must ex-
hibit them, duly verified, to the undersigned within six (6) 
months from the date of the first publication of this notice, 
or they shall be forever barred and precluded from any 
benefit in the estate. 

This notice first published 9th day of October, 2024.			 
CLAYTON TINKES, Administrator
By:	 ERIC T. BISHOP	
Attorney for the Estate
317 NW Front Street
Ashdown, Arkansas 71822
(EB: 16, 17)

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY (NOA)
USDA – Farm Service Agency

Notice of Availability
Construction of a Large CAFO, Arkansas

Draft Environmental Assessment
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency 

(FSA) announces they will be completing an Environmental 
Assessment for the expansion of an existing poultry farm 
that would result in a large CAFO.  The farm is located 
in Section 33, Township 7 south, Range 28 west, Howard 
county, Arkansas.  The primary objective of the activity is 
to construct (1) broiler house.   

FSA is accepting written comments on the potential 
effects of the proposed project on protected resources and 
the human environment through 11/18/2024.  Informa-
tion regarding this project can be reviewed in person at 
the following USDA Service Center: 101 S. Washington St. 
Nashville, AR 71852 and can be found online at https://
www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Arkansas/index.  Com-
ments should be submitted in writing to Adam Kaufman 
at Farm Service Agency, 419 West Gaines Street, Monticello, 
AR 71655.

All written comments will be carefully considered, and 
no action concerning the project shall be taken until the 
agency has completed an environmental review and issued 
a final decision.  All who provide written comments will 
be informed of the decision when it is made.  The Final 
Environmental Assessment will be made available and 
underlying documentation may be examined upon request.
(FSB: 17, 18)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT HOWARD COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF: 
RAYMOND G. SCHWOPE, DECEASED	         31PR-24-74

NOTICE
Last known address of decedent: 1000 Hempstead 27N, 
Nashville, AR 71852

Date of Death:  January 23, 2023
On October 7, 2024, an Affidavit for Collection of Small 

Estate by a distributee was filed with respect to the Estate 
of Raymond G. Schwope, deceased, with the Clerk of the 
Probate Division of the Circuit Court of Howard County, 
Arkansas, under  Ark. Code Ann. §28-41-101.

 The real property listed in the Affidavit is as follows: 
3297 Corinth Road, Nashville, AR 71852.

All persons having claims against the Estate must exhibit 
them, properly verified, to the distributed or his attorney 
within three (3) months from the date of the first publication 
of this Notice, or they shall be forever barred and precluded 
from any benefit in the Estate. 

This notice first published the 16 day of October, 2024.
The name and address of the distributee or attorney is: 
Jessica Steel Gunter
Attorney At Law
219 North Main
Nashville, AR 71852
(JSG: 17, 18)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HOWARD COUNTY, 
ARKANSAS  CIVIL DIVISION 

DIAMOND BANK, PLAINTIFF
VS.  CASE NO. 31CV-24-87
JOSE O. BENITEZ, and spouse, if any, DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned 
Commissioner, pursuant to the Decree and Order of the 
Circuit Court of Howard County, Arkansas, which was 
rendered on the 10th day of October, 2024, in a case in 
which Diamond Bank is Plaintiff, and Jose O. Benitez is 
Defendant, will at 10:00 a.m. on the 21st day of November, 
2024, offer for sale at public auction in the lobby of the 
Howard County Courthouse, in Nashville, Arkansas, to 
the highest bidder and best bidder the real estate located 
in Howard County, Arkansas, and accurately described 
as follows: 
A part of the S 1/2 of Block 68 in the Original Town 
of Mineral Springs, Arkansas, described as   follows: 
Beginning at the Southeast corner of said Block 68, and 
running West 70 feet, thence North 136 feet or to a point 
150 feet South of the North line of Block 68, thence East 
70 feet, thence South 136 feet to the Point of Beginning: 
AND ALSO, a part of Johnson Street between  Block 11 
and 68 vacated and abandoned by City Ordinance No. 
122, passed February 4, 1963, and recorded in Howard 
County Record Book 126, at Page 183, described as 
follows: Beginning at the Southeast corner of Block 68, 
Town of Mineral Springs and running East 12.5 feet, 
thence North 136 feet or to a point 150 feet South of the 
North line of Block 68, thence West 12.5 feet, thence 
South 136 feet to the Point of Beginning, in Howard 
County, Arkansas. 
And, the following items of personal property: 1981 
Fleetwood Mobile Home VIN#TXFL1AB27894129

The terms of such sale will be for cash. The purchaser at 
such sale will be required to give bond with approved 
security to secure the payment of the purchase price and 
a lien will be retained on said lands and property further 
to secure such purchase money. 
WITNESS my hand on this 11 day of October, 2024. 
Angie Lewis, Commissioner
(GS: 17)

PUBLIC NOTICE

By Jenifer Fouch
University of Arkansas

System Division of Agriculture
Arkansas Agricultural
Experiment Station

As highly pathogenic avian influ-
enza continues to infect more than 
just birds, scientists and industry 
professionals want to prevent it from 
infecting more species and continuing 
to impact animal and human health, 
the environment and the economy.

The four-day International Avian 
Influenza and One Health Emerging 
Issues Summit hosted by the Center 
of Excellence for Poultry Science had 
a total of 1,270 registered participants 
from 51 countries, in-person and vir-
tually, to share and learn more about 
HPAI, or highly pathogenic avian in-
fluenza, and other diseases impacting 

animals and humans.
Guillermo Tellez-Isaias, the chair-

man of the summit and retired re-
search professor for the Center of 
Excellence for Poultry Science and 
the Arkansas Agricultural Experiment 
Station, says there are other threats to 
animal and human health in addition 
to the bird flu.

“The highly pathogenic avian 
influenza virus has naturally been 
able to adapt to species that it never 
infected before. If it fully adapts to 
humans, COVID-19 will look like 
a small cold compared to what this 
virus could cause,” Tellez-Isaias said, 
comparing its threat to the Spanish flu 
in 1918. “So, that’s why we wanted to 
have this summit, to create awareness 
for people worldwide.”

Tellez-Isaias said participants at 
the summit will produce a document 
with guidelines and recommendations 
for national and international health 
authorities, based on group discus-
sions and expert presentations, to 
help guide future efforts in combating 
highly pathogenic avian influenza and 
other emerging health threats.

The Center of Excellence for Poul-
try Science is part of the University of 
Arkansas System Division of Agricul-
ture and the University of Arkansas 
Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, 
Food and Life Sciences. The center 
performs the three land grant missions 
of teaching — carried out through 
Bumpers College — and research 
and extension through the Division 
of Agriculture’s Arkansas Agricultural 
Experiment Station and Cooperative 
Extension Service.

After a successful inaugural event 
in 2023, Tellez-Isaias said, organizers 
expanded the scope in the second 
year to include other emerging issues 
affecting cattle, swine, bees, humans 
and more as part of the One Health 
concept, which emphasizes that ani-
mal, human and environmental health 
are all interconnected.

“The first two days, we focused on 
highly pathogenic avian influenza, 
but not only in poultry. We extended 
it to wild and commercial animals, 
including dairy,” Tellez-Isaias said. 
“And we discussed avian influenza 
and other diseases, including exotic 
diseases like the African swine fever, 
which is already in our backyard in the 
Dominican Republic. It’s something 
we are keeping an eye on.”

Urgency of collaboration
Tellez-Isaias says it’s urgent to fo-

cus on these diseases globally, as bird 
flu has spread to different species in 
all continents including  Antarctica.

“These diseases know no borders,” 
he said.

Members of industry, governmen-
tal and regulatory agencies, and scien-
tists from around the world presented 
their work at the summit. Tellez-Isaias 
said their findings could improve 
animal health overall and potentially 
contribute to minimizing the impacts 
of bird flu and other viruses.

From the Division of Agriculture, 
Sami Dridi, professor of poultry sci-
ence, talked about poultry production 
sustainability, specifically heat stress 
challenges and potential mechanism-
based strategies. Dridi’s research 
includes working with chickens bred 

to conserve water while maintaining 
growth under heat stress. He found 
that water efficiency is improving 
with each new generation and has the 
potential to expand with application 
to other poultry operations, such as 
turkeys and ducks.

Tomi Obe, assistant professor with 
the Center of Excellence for Poul-
try Science and the poultry science 
department, presented research on 
pre- and post-harvest strategies for 
salmonella control in poultry produc-
tion. She discussed different methods 
to consider at feed mills, farms and the 
processors. Obe is also part of the Ar-
kansas Center for Food Safety within 
the food science department.

Jada Thompson, assistant profes-
sor in the agricultural economics 
and agribusiness department, talked 
about the economic impacts of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza, including 
how the disease impacts producers 
and consumers.  

Bill Potter, associate professor and 
extension poultry specialist with the 
Division of Agriculture, discussed 
One Health strategies to optimize 
poultry intestinal integrity and pre-
harvest food safety. He discussed 
proposed regulations around salmo-
nella and shared research showing 
the efficacy of implementing vaccines 
in poultry.

Adnan Alrubaye, assistant profes-
sor of poultry science, talked about 
management practices to mitigate 
lameness in broiler chickens caused 
by specific bacteria.

Those attending the summit in-
cluded both international and local 

researchers, veterinarians and private 
sector professionals.  

Amanda Bray, a poultry science 
alumna and co-owner of Northwest 
Arkansas Veterinary Services in 
Springdale, said staying informed 
on industry trends domestically and 
internationally helps her learn what 
services to offer.

“Our primary focus is the poultry 
and dairy industries,” Bray said. “And 
[bird flu] is a very big problem. So, the 
more knowledge I have, the better I 
know how to support others in the 
industry and what tests we need to 
develop and offer.”

United front for global health
Liliana Monroy is founder and 

CEO of Natural Animal Health, a com-
pany providing gut health products 
to producers. Monroy said she has 
garnered a long-trusting relationship 
with researchers with the Division of 
Agriculture, and that “collaboration is 
vital” to fight highly pathogenic avian 
influenza.

“If you want to be successful, you 
have to go to the people who know 
more,” Monroy said. “And you need 
to work very closely with professors 
and researchers. We cannot work in 
silos. Since we come from different 
backgrounds, we need to unite efforts 
with doctors, environmental entities, 
leaders in the private sector, and so on, 
to stop what’s going on.”

Monroy, who also presented dur-
ing the conference, says biosecurity 
protocols, although crucial to prevent-
ing the spread of bird flu, have also 
created many roadblocks for busi-
nesses and producers.

Bird flu’s 
growing

impact calls 
for urgent
action at

international 
summit
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Scrappers earn Homecoming win
News-Leader photos/DEDE ROBINSON, JOHN R. SCHIRMER

DJ Jefferson scores in the third quarter of the Scrap-
pers’ 26-13 Homecoming win over Bauxite Oct. 11.

Scrapper defenders swarm to the loose football and make the recovery Friday night at Scrapper Stadium. Nash-
ville trailed 13-3 at halftime but came back for the District 7-4A victory.

The Scrappers take the field for their Homecoming game against Bauxite Friday 
night, Oct. 11.

Team captains Alexis Brizo, Kasen Morgan, Khaleel Canaday and Dallas Cox go to 
mid-field for the coin toss last Friday night.

Caney White (77) and Jamison Mcintosh (71) help clear the way for Karson Cham-
bers (5) on a successful two-point conversion.

Ja’Marion Conway runs the ball for the Scrappers in 
their win over Bauxite.

Jaydon Williamson joins 
the post-game celebration.

Jamison Mcintosh encourages the fans to show their 
support during the fourth quarter.

Coach Zach Stewart and Coach Shawn Jackson confer 
about the next offensive play.

Bryce Perrin holds as Alexis Brizo kicks a Scrapper field 
goal against Bauxite.

Defenders close in on the Bauxite Miner. They include Bryce Perrin (27), Lucas Aylett 
(21), Jailyn Staggers (28) and Josh Walker (16). 

Cheerleaders perform “Final Countdown” to start the fourth quarter. Homecoming 
maids Maddie Rodgers (left) and Leigha Thompson joined the other cheerleaders 
in the routine.
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Strong showing at district
qualifies netters for state

News-Leader photos/JOHN R. SCHIRMER

District 7-4A girls doubles champion Addison Tate; partner 
Rylee Backus

District 7-4A boys doubles third place Orfael Rosas; part-
ner Edwin Pizarro

District 7-4A girls doubles third place Allie Sartin; partner 
Lana Walker

District 7-4A girls doubles champion Rylee Backus; part-
ner Addison Tate

District 7-4A boys doubles third place Edwin Pizarro; part-
ner Orfael Rosas

District 7-4A girls singles 
third place Chloe Keeton

District 7-4A girls doubles 
third place Lana Walker; 
partner Allie Sartin

District 7-4A
tournament
semifinals,
finals at OBU

Monday, Oct. 7
Team overall - Scrapper-

ettes district champions; 
Scrappers district runners-
up

Girls doubles champions 
Addison Tate, Rylee Backus

Girls doubles third, Lana 
Walker, Allie Sartin

Girls singles third, Chloe 
Keeton

Boys doubles third, Ed-
win Pizarro, Orfael Rosas

Boys singles third, Colby 
Clay

All advanced to the Class 
4A state tournament this 
week at the University of the 
Ozarks in Clarksville.

District 7-4A boys singles third place Colby Clay

Sports Leaders
Players of the Week as selected by

The Leader sports department

This weekly feature sponsored by
McDonald’s of Nashville

845-2364
South Fourth Street

Nashville Scrapperette tennis

Tucker, a 
Scrapper ju-
nior, scored 
two touch-
downs in Nash-
ville’s 26-13 
Homecoming 
victory over 
Bauxite Friday 
night, Oct. 11. 

Rylee Backus and Addison Tate defeated Clinton 6-4, 6th -1 in the semifinals of the 
Class 4A state tournament Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 15. They were to play in the 
state championship game later in the day. Results were not available at press time.
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