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MURFREESBORO -- On Friday, September 
27, a guest visiting Arkansas’ Crater of Dia-
monds State Park found a 2.30-carat white dia-
mond in the park’s 37.5-acre diamond search 
area. This is the third diamond over two carats 
registered this year and the second-largest dia-
mond registered in 2024. 

Eager for the day, the finder arrived at the 
park when the doors opened at 8 a.m. They 
rented a basic kit from the park’s Diamond 
Discovery Center and started out wet sifting, 
a searching method that involves washing dirt 
from diamond-bearing gravel through screens 
of graduated sizes in water. After a few hours 
of no luck, the guest decided to try surface 
searching, stating, “If I find a diamond today, 
it will probably be right here on the surface.” 

Many of the park’s largest diamonds are 
found on the surface. “We periodically plow 
the search area to loosen the diamond-bearing 
soil and promote natural erosion,” Assistant 
Park Superintendent Waymon Cox said. “As 
rain falls on the field, it washes away the dirt 
and uncovers heavy rocks, minerals and dia-
monds near the surface.” 

The conditions for surface searching on Sep-
tember 27 were ideal. Not only was it a beau-
tiful sunny day, allowing the sunlight to hit a 
diamond just right, but the search area had re-
cently been plowed and had received rainfall 
just two days before. 

While walking just west of the covered 
North Wash pavilion, the guest spotted some-
thing sparkling on top of the ground. “From far 

away it shined so clearly,” they said. “I thought 
it might be a piece of trash or a bug; it was so 
much shinier than anything else out there.” 

Once the guest walked over and picked it up, 
they quickly realized it was not a bug or a piece 
of trash, but a glimmering stone. They stuck the 
gem in their pocket and had it checked by park 
staff at the Diamond Discovery Center before 
leaving for lunch. 

Park Interpreter Sarah Reap was at the rock 
and mineral identification counter when the 
finder brought their stone up and calmly laid it 
on the desk. “Even after a few years of working 
here, I am still surprised when a finder pulls 
a large diamond out of their pocket so non-

chalantly.” Reap said. Moments later, she con-
firmed it to be a diamond weighing over two 
carats. 

The silvery-white gem has a round, pitted 
surface and is about the size of a pencil eraser. 
At first glance, the diamond appears brown, 
but closer inspection reveals numerous inclu-
sions. These tiny imperfections affect how light 
passes through the diamond. While the center 
looks dark brown, the outside of the diamond 
is clear white. 

White diamonds are closest to a pure carbon 
crystal, while brown diamonds at the Crater of 

2.3 carat diamond found at Crater

MURFREESBORO -- Murfreesboro is set to 
again be the epicenter of the area’s metal de-
tecting world with the seventh edition of Trea-
sure Fest this weekend.

The event, to be held this Saturday and Sun-
day, Oct. 12-13, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at Kadoha 
Indian Village, will feature thousands in cash 
and gold prizes that can be discovered by par-
ticipants.

Available for discovery will be gold and sil-
ver coins, while two $2,500, 20 $500 and 20 $100 
cash prizes will be handed out.

Participants will also be able to discover 
American Civil War relics and Native Ameri-
can artifacts.

There will also be a “children’s area” with 
treasures for discovery.

Tickets to the event are $300 each, which pro-
vides admission for both days, a meal ticket 
for Saturday’s lunch, and a raffle chance. Chil-
dren 12 years and younger get free admission. 
Treasure Fest 7 is the first official sell out of the 
event.

The most important factor is that the event 
will bring a several hundred people to Mur-
freesboro, including representatives from 26 
states, to help boost the local economy.

“I’m expecting a big weekend, and it’s gonna 
help the local economy,” said Kadoha Indian 
Village owner Sam Johnson. He added he was 
always seeking ways of generating more inter-
est in the event to better help attendance and 
help the Murfreesboro area out even further. 

Johnson invites the local public is invited to 
the “meet and greet” portion of the weekend 
on Friday, Oct. 11 starting at 5 p.m., where din-
ner will be available for purchase from food 
trucks and karaoke entertainment can be had.

The forecast appears to be cooperative for 
the event, calling for sun and highs of plus-90 
degrees for both days of the weekend event 
that is set for rain or shine, but always more 
hopeful of the latter.

“We are an event that is definitely weather 
sensitive,” said Johnson, saying his event has 
almost always gotten positive results from 
mother nature. “It’s maybe more than we de-
serve, but it’s usually pretty.”

The event is co-sponsored by Arkansas His-
tory Unearthed along with Kadoha Indian Vil-
lage. Kadoha is located at 281 Kadoha Road in 
Murfreesboro.

See more about Arkansas History Unearthed 
and join their Facebook page, visit www.face-
book.com/groups/833972216728210, or visit 
the Kadoha Treasure Fest page at www.face-
book.com/groups/562819731706256.

For more information, please call Kadoha In-
dian Village at (870) 285-3736.

Treasure Fest bringing 
hundreds of tourists 
to area this weekend

MURFREESBORO -- The Murfreesboro 
cheerleaders will hold their mini-cheerleader 
camp Oct. 15-17.

The camp is open to South Pike County stu-
dents in kindergarten through sixth grade, and 
students can be registered at https://forms.
gle/aMdo5kfEwDvBP2Hu9.

Camp practices will be held after school until 
4:30 p.m., culminating in a performance at half-
time of the senior high football game against 
Lafayette County on Friday, Oct. 18.

Cost of the camp is $35, which includes camp 
fees, t-shirt, cheer bow, and admission into the 
game the night of the grand performance. The 
admission is good for the camper only, any 
family members attending the game to see the 
cheerleaders must pay the regular $5 gate ad-
mission fee.

Snacks will be available for campers to pur-
chase at practices for $1 per item.

To guarantee a t-shirt, registrations must be 
completed by Wednesday, Oct. 2.

Mini cheer camp 
set for Oct. 15-17

Submitted photos/Crater of Diamonds State Park

DIAMOND FIND ... This 2.3 carat white diamond was discovered recently at the Crater of 
Diamonds State Park. 

MURFREESBORO – The Murfreesboro Rat-
tlers capped off their 2024 homecoming cel-
ebration by dominating the Foreman Gators 
52-0.

Winners of three consecutive games, the Rat-
tlers now stand at 3-2 on the season and 2-2 in 
conference play.

While the results were not surprising based 
on Foreman’s winless record, Chesshir still has 
good thoughts for the Gators going forward.

“We knew they would still down, but I have 
nothing but respect for coach Ed Baker and 
what he’s trying to do with that program. He 
has a junior high team with good numbers and 
pretty good athletes. If he will stick with it and 
the kids will stick with him, he’ll get them back 
to where they used to be – competitive.”

However, that time is not now, as the Rattlers 
built a 46-0 first half lead in the effort to make it 
all look too easy.

“Ultimately we knew we just had to take care 
of business and get out injury free – and we did 
that.”

Perhaps the one upside to such an effort is 
the opportunity for the non-regular players to 
get playing time and earn valuable experience.

“Let them get experience, learn, gives us 
an opportunity to coach them a little bit in a 
game.”

Chesshir said he expects his starters to stay 
engaged, but admits it is tough in such a sce-
nario.

“I expected them to stay locked in and a find 
a way to help the others replacing them at their 
position … these types of games are hard to 
stay focused, and honestly everyone just gets 
bored. We were focused early and did what we 
were supposed to do. Bottom line is that it is a 
good opportunity for the student athletes that 
don’t get to play much and see what they can 
do on a Friday night. It’s valuable experience 
moving forward.”

Stating that he saw good things, he used Alex 
Parker as an example. Parker would finish with 
seven rushes for 65 yards and a touchdown, 
along with six tackles and a fumble recovery 
on defense.

“Kid busts his tail during practice, finally 
got his opportunity to shine a little bit Friday – 
he did some good things both offensively and 
defensively. It was the first week he’s actually 
touched the football in a game, so it was good 
to see him get out there and run around a little 
bit. He’s a kid with some speed on him, and 
in open space he’s going to get good positive 
yardage.”

Chesshir also complemented some of the 
backup offensive linemen with their “pretty 
good blocks,” naming specifically Mason 
Wilkins, Corbin Hoover, Kaden Epperly, Con-
ley Crayne, Cameron Braden and John Parker 
Jackson.

“We had some guys step up and get in there.”
Statistically speaking, Bubba Stinson led 

them team with 75 yards rushing and a pair 
of touchdowns. Cash Lowery would add 44 
yards and a score on five attempts, while La-
than Compton had a touchdown and 33 yards 
rushing on five attempts.

The Rattlers would rush cumulatively for 
302 yards on 31 attempts.

Laytan Wilcher was 2/2 passing for 38 yards 
and two touchdowns, adding 43 rushing yards 
on three attempts.

Kooper Caldwell (23 yards) and Isaac Kuyk-
endall (15 yards) had the touchdown recep-
tions for the Rattlers.

Albert Quiroz led the defense with seven 
tackles and a forced fumble. Brody Maroon, Lo-
gan Burris, Daelyn Henderson, Garrett Downs 
(forced fumble) and Kaleb Delarosa (fumble re-
covery) had five tackles each.

Kuykendall had an interception that he re-

Rattlers handily defeat Gators at homecoming
Set to face Dierks Outlaws in important conference tussle this week

Staff Photos

CHOMPING THE GATORS ... The Murfreesboro Rattler defense dominated their phase of the 
game last Friday night against Foreman, shutting out the Gators in the 52-0 homecoming victory. 
Pictured (above) DE Brody Maroon gets Foreman QB Rylan Johnson in his clutches, while (below) 
the defense celebrates a sack, complete with a happy dance by Logan Burris (65).

DIAMOND Continued on Page 2

RATTLERS Continued on Page 2



turned 34 yards and a fumble recovery.
Caden Ballard would force a fumble and Crayne recovered a 

fumble for the Rattler defense.
THIS WEEK AT DIERKS
This week the Rattlers will travel to face their long-time nem-

esis, the Dierks Outlaws (4-1, 2-0).
The Outlaws’ lone loss was to Fouke 21-0 week one. Since 

then they have accrued easy victories over Mountain Pine (46-
28), Parkers Chapel (58-8) and Spring Hill (42-14). Their win at 
Lafayette County, 32-22, was perhaps their most competitive 
game of the season.

“They are coming into this with a lot of confidence, they have 
a lot of momentum and hype surrounding them – I expect them 
to come out firing on all cylinders.”

Chesshir said it was ultimately fair to throw out the records 
in this game.

“It probably doesn’t matter what the records are – it wouldn’t 
matter if both of us were 0-5. Both teams are going to come out 
with a lot of energy, it will be an exciting game and an electric 
atmosphere. We always travel really well [in attendance] and 
there will be a lot of red, especially there. I expect there will be a 
lot of blue on their side of the stands.”

He said Dierks had switched up their offensive plan from last 
year, when Murfreesboro prevailed by a 30-6 score.

“They are a completely different team right now than they 
were a year ago, when they based out of the shotgun and a lot 
of two back stuff. This year they are in a Wing-T based offense, 
something those [Dierks] kids are really good at, so Coach [Paul] 
Ernest is doing a really good job.”

Chesshir said Outlaw backs Jordan Hill and Juan Salazar were 
the ones to watch for Dierks.

“Hill is a very explosive back, and if you give him the small-
est crease or lane he will hit it and is liable to go 50 yards. We 
have to be good tacklers this week. Salazar, who is a wing back, 
is another one they can give it to on misdirection type stuff. He 
ran wild last week versus Spring Hill. They have proven this 
offensive to be explosive this season, so we have to be sound 
defensively.”

Chesshir said that Ernest was also excellent at “attacking 

weaknesses” so the Rattler would have to be prepared for in-
game adjustments “as needed.”

Defensively, the Outlaws are based out of a three-front, but 
can switch to a four-front as needed. 

“The one thing they do a good job is running to the ball, and 
are a pretty physical football team, based on film evidence.”

He said this year’s rendition of the rivalry should prove to be 
highly competitive.

“This is a better Dierks team versus last year, and I expect a 
very tough game. Any time you go into the Holler it’s a tough 
place to play. Last year was a close game at halftime after a lack-
luster first half … we have to come out and get after it from the 
get-go.”

JUNIOR HIGH
The Junior Rattlers (3-1-1) defeated the formerly perfect Fore-

man Gators (4-1) last week by a 26-0 score.
“Our junior high team is defeating people on effort and dis-

cipline, and I have been very pleased with that this season. Our 
kids just play extremely hard – Foreman had a couple athletes 
out there running over everybody, and I thought our defense 
did a pretty good job of shutting them out.”

Thursday’s contest between Murfreesboro and Dierks will 
feature the lone remaining undefeated teams in conference play 
this season.

“This Thursday will be a big one, and it’s here at our place,” 
said Chesshir.

The seventh grade game will kick off at 6 p.m., followed by 
the junior high clash at 7 p.m.
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 <<YARD SALE>>
 FRI. OCT 11 & SAT. OCT. 12

 8 A.M.- 12 P.M.
101 MORGAN ST 

STANFORD EDITION M’BORO
LOTS OF CLOTHES, SOME VINTAGE CLOTHES, 

PLASTIC CONTAINERS, SOME TOOLS, FURNITURE....
LOTS MORE TOO MUCH TO LIST

Diamonds State Park are caused by plastic deformation, a struc-
tural defect that causes them to appear brown throughout. Al-
most all natural diamonds have inclusions or blemishes that af-
fect their appearance. 

As of this writing, 548 diamonds have been registered by park 
guests in 2024, weighing more than 82 carats. An average of one 
to two diamonds are found each day.

QUICK FACTS ABOUT 
CRATER OF DIAMONDS STATE PARK 
Diamonds come in all colors of the rainbow. The three most 

common colors found at Crater of Diamonds State Park are 
white, brown and yellow, in that order. 

In total, over 75,000 diamonds have been unearthed at the 
Crater of Diamonds since the first diamonds were discovered 
in 1906 by John Huddleston, a farmer who owned the land long 
before it became an Arkansas State Park in 1972. 

The largest diamond ever discovered in the United States was 
unearthed in 1924 during an early mining operation on the land 
that later became Crater of Diamonds State Park. Named Uncle 
Sam, this white diamond with a pink cast weighed 40.23 carats. 
It was later cut into a 12.42-carat emerald shape. Uncle Sam is 
now part of the Smithsonian’s mineral and gem collection and 
can be seen at the National Museum of Natural History. 

Another well-known diamond from the park is the Strawn-

Wagner. Found in 1990 by Murfreesboro resident Shirley 
Strawn, this 3.03-carat white gem was cut into a round brilliant 
shape weighing 1.09 carats. It graded as ideal cut, D-colorless, 
and flawless and was set in a platinum and 24-carat gold ring. In 
1998, the state of Arkansas purchased this diamond for $34,700 
in donations and placed it on display at the park visitor center. 

CRATER OF DIAMONDS STATE PARK
Located on Arkansas Highway 301 in Murfreesboro, Arkan-

sas, Crater of Diamonds State Park is one of the only places in 
the world where the public can search for real diamonds in their 
original volcanic source. The park is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily (except New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve af-
ternoon and Christmas Day).

DIAMOND Continued from Page 1
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LETTER TO EDITOR POLICY
All letters to the editor must be signed, along with a phone 

number (that will not be published) provided for 
confirmation purposes. The Murfreesboro Diamond 
reserves the right to edit letters for length and clarity. 

Letters must not be libelous or contain any profanities.

Send Letters to P.O. Box 550, Murfreesboro, AR 71958
or e-mail to mdiamond.editor@windstream.net

Call us:
(870) 285-2723

NEWSWORTHY 

ITEMS?

Where To Find 
A Copy of the 

Diamond:     
People’s Pharmacy
Gypsy Underground 

C-Stop 
Tobacco & More

 EZ Mart
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Obituaries

870-887-6611

Gerald Winston “Punkin” 
Campbell, age 94, of Billstown, 
Arkansas passed away on 
Thursday, October 3, 2024 at 
his home.  He was born Janu-
ary 4, 1930 in Billstown the son 
of the late John Wesley Camp-
bell and Carrie Dell Stone 
Campbell.

  In addition to his parents 
he was preceded in death by 
his wife “Bo” Campbell.

 Mr. Campbell was a proud 
United States Army veteran, 
serving during the Korean 

War.  He was a proud member 
of the Heat and Frost Insula-
tors/Insulation and Allied 
Workers Local 22.   His faith 
was church of Christ and he 
was baptized in Saline Creek.  
Gerald loved to sing and enter-
tain and as most people know 
he was famous for his signa-
ture song Hattie Call Boogie 
with his band “Billstown”.  
But most important to his fam-
ily was that he was a great man 
and was a loving father, grand-
father, and great grandfather.

  Mr. Campbell is survived 
by too many loving family 
members to mention.

  Graveside services were 
held on Monday, October 7, at 
Campbell Cemetery, under the 
direction of Latimer Funeral 
Home in Nashville.

 In lieu of flowers donations 
may be made to the Campbell 
Cemetery Fund, P.O. Box 89,

Delight, AR. 71940.
  You may send an online 

sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com

Gerald Winston Campbell, 94, Billstown

Sonya Diane Fugitt, 48, Murfreesboro
Sonya Diane Fugitt, 48, of 

Murfreesboro died Saturday, 
Sept 21, 2024.

She was born March 14, 
1976, at Murfreesboro, the 
daughter of Steven Fugitt and 
the late Denise Godwin.

She was preceded in death 
by her mother; a daughter, 
Brooklynn Paige Fugitt, and 
a brother, Casey Fugitt, all of 

Murfreesboro.
Survivors include: her fa-

ther, Steve Fugitt and wife, 
Paula, of Dierks; four sons, Jon 
Mason, Steven Ashcroft, Chris 
French and Aaron French; two 
daughters, Maddie French 
and Faith Ashcroft; a brother, 
David Fugitt and two sisters, 
Kimberly Baugher and Hanna 
Rochelle.

Norene Elizabeth Alford, 95, Delight
Norene Elizabeth Alford, 

age 95 of Delight, Arkansas, 
passed away on Saturday, 
October 5, 2024 in Dierks. She 
was born on July 14, 1929 near 
Delight, the daughter of the 
late Milo Conatser and Nora 
Carr Conatser.

  In addition to parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her loving husband of almost 
fifty-five years, J.W. Alford; a 
son, Larry Alford Sr., as well 
as several siblings.

  Survivors include her 
daughter, Deborah Alford; 
three grandsons, Larry J. Al-
ford Jr. of Delight, Ryan Alford 

and his wife, Tina, of Hunting-
ton, Indiana, Jason Richardson 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana; Spe-
cial nieces, Tammy and Darlin 
White of Murfreesboro, sever-
al great-grandchildren, as well 
as a host of nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

  To honor Mrs. Alford’s 
memory, a graveside service 
will be held at 10:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, October 12, 2024 in 
Delight Cemetery, under the 
direction of Latimer Funeral 
Home of Murfreesboro.

  You may send an online 
sympathy message at www.
latimerfuneralhome.com

NOTICE OF ELECTION
This notice is prepared by the Pike County Election Commission 
to inform the public that the 2024 General Election will be held 
on November 5, 2024.  The notice also provides the public infor-
mation regarding this election as required by law: 

EARLY VOTING DATES & TIMES:	
M-F:  Oct. 21st-Oct. 25th • 8:00 am-6:00 pm
Sat: Oct. 26th • 10:00 am-4:00 pm
M-F: Oct. 28th-Nov. 1st • 8:00 am-6:00pm
Sat: Nov. 2nd • 10:00 am- 4:00 pm
Mon: Nov. 4th • 8:00 am-5:00 pm

LOCATION OF POLL, ADDRESS, 
BALLOTS ASSIGNED TO POLL
Pike County Clerk’s Office	
112 N Washington, Suite A Murfreesboro, AR	
Vote Center / All Ballots

Bainum Learning Center 	
128 E Broadway
Glenwood, AR 	
Vote Center / All Ballots

ELECTION DAY VOTING:   
Election Date:  Nov. 5th, 2024
Hours: 7:30 am-7:30 pm

LOCATION OF POLL, ADDRESS, 
BALLOTS ASSIGNED TO POLL
Bainum Learning Center 
128 E Broadway, Glenwood, AR
Vote Center / All Ballots

Bethlehem Baptist Center 	
2589 Hwy 27 N, Kirby, AR
Vote Center / All Ballots

Delight Cafeteria 
623 Webb St, Delight, AR
Vote Center / All Ballots
(Delight Cafeteria poll previously located at Carmen Hendrix 
Building, 621 E Cherry St, Delight, AR)

Murfreesboro Municipal Building 	
204 E Main, Murfreesboro, AR
Vote Center / All Ballots

ABSENTEE VOTING:
To request an absentee ballot, or to see if you are qualified to vote 
absentee, contact the County Clerk’s office using the information 
below:   
112 N Washington, Suite A, Murfreesboro, AR
(870) 285-2743
Office Hours M-F 8 am-4:30 pm

BALLOT CANVASSING AND COUNTING:
All processes listed below will be conducted at the Pike County 
Clerk’s Office located at 112 N Washington, Suite A, Murfrees-
boro, AR. The dates and times are provided below: 
Activity, Date, Time
Canvassing and Counting of Absentee Ballots, Nov. 5th, 5:00 pm 
to Completion
Compiling & Publishing Unofficial Election Results, Nov. 5th, 
7:30 pm to Completion
Review of Provisional Ballots, Nov. 7th, 10:00 am to Completion
Provisional Ballot Hearings, Nov. 12th, 12 pm
Final Review and Counting of Provisional Ballots, Nov. 12th, 
1:00 pm to Completion
Canvassing and Counting of UOCAVA Absentee Ballots (IF 
NEEDED), Nov. 15th, 1:00 pm to Completion
Certification of the Election, Nov. 15th, 1:00 pm to Completion

ELECTION OFFICIALS:
Election Officials appointed to conduct early voting, election 
day voting, and all other required duties will be posted for public 
viewing in the Pike County Clerk’s Office, on October 14th and 
remain posted for not less than 10 days. An objection must be 
filed with the County Clerk in writing prior to the following dead-
lines.  An objection that an official is a spouse of a county election 
commissioner, a county party chair, or a spouse of a county party 
chair must be filed within 7 days of October 14th.   An objection 
that an official is married to a candidate or related to a candidate 
within two degrees of blood relations must be filed within 10 days 
of October 14th. 

CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE:
��U.S. President / Vice President
Jill Stein / Rudolph Ware - Green
Kamala Harris / Tim Walz - Democratic
Donald J. Trump / JD Vance - Republican
Michael Wood / John G. Pietrowski - Prohibition
Chase Oliver – Mike ter Maat – Libertarian
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. / Nicole Shanahan – Indep.
Peter Sonski / Lauren Onak – American Solidarity

U.S. CONGRESS DISTRICT # 4
Risie Howard - Democratic
Congressman Bruce Westerman - Republican

STATE TREASURER 
Secretary of State John Thurston - Republican
Michael Pakko – Libertarian               
John Pagan – Democratic

STATE SENATE DISTRICT # 3
Senator Steve Crowell - Republican

STATE SENATE DISTRICT # 5
Senator Terry Rice - Republican

STATE REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT # 89
State Rep. Justin Gonzales - Republican

NONPARTISAN / JUDICIAL CANDIDATES:  
�State Supreme Court Chief Justice Position 1
Arkansas Supreme Court Justice Karen Baker
Supreme Court Justice Rhonda Wood

MUNICIPAL CANDIDATES:
DELIGHT ALDERMAN POSITION 2
Ty Sherrod - Independent
Jenimy (Jimmy) Williams – Independent

DELIGHT ALDERMAN POSITION 3
Chris Goodson - Independent
Brandi “Rowton” Martin -Independent

GLENWOOD ALDERMAN 
North Ward Position 1
Rickey Lee Driggers - Independent
Jimmy Clark - Independent

MURFREESBORO ALDERMAN
South Ward Position 1
Lewis Gills – Independent
Danny Eckert – Independent

UNOPPOSED CANDIDATES: 
(NOT LISTED ON BALLOT)
Justice of the Peace Dist. 1: Randy Lamb – Republican
Justice of the Peace Dist. 2: Robbie Crocker – Republican
Justice of the Peace Dist. 3: Seth Henry Kirkham – Republican 
Justice of the Peace Dist. 4: Leotis Snowden - Democratic
Justice of the Peace Dist. 5: Jerry Fendley - Democratic
Justice of the Peace Dist. 6: Kip Holbrook – Republican
Justice of the Peace Dist. 7: Richard Mohlenhoff – Republican 
Justice of the Peace Dist. 8: John J. Plyler Jr. – Republican
Justice of the Peace Dist. 9: Paul Baker - Democratic 
Missouri Township Constable: Ricky Branch - Democratic
Delight Alderman Position 1: Rhonda Abbott – Independent
Delight Alderman Position 4: Ronnie Cox – Independent
Delight Alderman Position 5: Keith Woods – Independent 
Glenwood Recorder/Treasurer: Jason Lenderman – Independent
Murfreesboro Recorder/Treasurer: Penny Lamb - Independent
Murfreesboro Alderman North Ward Position 1: Mark Barnes – 
Independent
Murfreesboro Alderman North Ward Position 2: Kirk j. Stone – 
Independent
Murfreesboro Alderman South Ward Position 2: Jane Fugitt – 
Independent
Murfreesboro Alderman West Ward Position 1: Betty Jane O’Neal 
– Independent
Murfreesboro Alderman West Ward Position 2: James “Cody” 
Bachmann – Independent

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
REFERRED TO THE PEOPLE BY THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Issue No. 1
(Popular Name)
A Constitutional Amendment to Provide that Lottery Proceeds 
May Be Used to Fund or Provide Scholarships and Grants to 
Arkansas Citizens Enrolled in Vocational-Technical Schools and 
Technical Institutes.

Issue No. 2
(Popular Name)
An amendment requiring local voter approval in a countywide 
special election for certain new casino licenses and repealing 
authority to issue a casino license in Pope County, Arkansas.

Issue No. 3
(Popular Name)
Arkansas Medical Marijuana Amendment of 2024

VIEWING YOUR BALLOT PRIOR TO VOTING:
Any voter may look up his or her sample ballot on the Secretary 
of State’s website at: https://www.voterview.ar-nova.org/voter-
view.  Ballots will be available no later than 20 days prior to the 
election.  Sample ballots will also be available at the polling site. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

This publication was paid for by the Pike County Election Commission at PO Box 218, Murfreesboro, AR 71958 in the amount of $404.00

CALL TO PLACE YOURS • (870) 285-2723

SMALL ADS DO WORK!

YOU JUST READ ONE!  

MURFREESBORO -- A Glenwood woman has been sentenced 
in Pike County to the state prison system involving theft and 
burglary charges.

Alisha Marilyn Kersey, 44, plead guilty Monday to the charges 
of theft and residential burglary. She was sentenced to a total of 
10 years in the Arkansas Department of Corrections with seven 

years suspended.
Kersey was charged for her involvement in a home break-in in 

October of 2021 along with Jace Allen Golden, 31, of Glenwood. 
Golden was sentenced to 10 years of probation in October of 
2022 onto same charges. The two were also ordered to pay $5,000 
restitution to the homeowner.

County resident sentenced to 10 years in ADC for theft, burglary charges

MURFREESBORO -- The following donations have been 
given to the Murfreesboro Cemetery Fund from July 1, 2024 to 
September 30, 2024.

Dick & Diane Carroll in memory of Buddy Cox
Dick & Diane Carroll in memory of the Carrol family
Gina Laxton & Earlene Tipton in memory of the Tipton family
Maye G. Davis in memory of the Noel Davis family
Marty & Joan Withers in memory of Eddie Steen & Jimmy 

Jackson
$500.00 --Deborah Nelson
$240.00 -- Winston Hile
$200.00 -- Carol James
$100 -- Mary Lingo, Velma Griffith

The upkeep of the cemetery is made possible by your dona-
tions. Donations may be given to Gary Don Turner, Marc Jack-
son, Margaret Byrd, Kayla Kuykendall, Mary Jean Barbre or 
Joyce Woodruff. Donations may also be mailed to Murfreesboro 
Cemetery Fund, P.O. Box 185, Murfreesboro, AR. 71958.

Murfreesboro city cemetery announces recent donation list

MURFREESBORO -- The next Murfreesboro Chamber of 
Commerce Christmas decor work day is scheduled for this Sat-
urday, Oct. 12, 10 a.m. at Branch Oil in Murfreesboro.  

All volunteers are welcome and appreciated.

Chamber calls for volunteers 
to help prep Christmas decor

MURFREESBORO/HOPE -- As of 2 p.m. on October 7, Pike 
County Judge Eddie Howard issued a burn ban for all of Pike 
County until further notice,

Hempstead County Judge Jerry Crane has also issued a burn 
ban for all of Hempstead County.

Burn bans announced for 
Pike, Hempstead Counties

Where To Find A Copy of the Diamond:
People’s Pharmacy • C-Stop • EZ Mart 

 Tobacco & More • Gypsy Underground
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Murfreesboro church 
of Christ

305 S. Second Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 • Worship 10:20

Sun. eve. 6 p.m. • Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
Radio Broadcast B99.5 @ 8:30 a.m.

Bro. Buddy Ray

Bank of Delight
503 E. Antioch St.  Delight

(870) 379-2293

Trinity Missionary 
Baptist Church

Hwy 27 N. Murfreesboro
• Worship 11 a.m. • Sun. Eve. 5 p.m.  

• Wed. Bible study & Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.
•Facebook services on Sunday at 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Bro. Curtis Abernathy

To reserve this space for your 
church services or business...

Call Christy at
870-285-2723

HAVE AN ITEM YOU’D LIKE TO 
SEE INCLUDED?

email us at 
mdiamond@windstream.net

Attend Church 
This Sunday!

SOUTH PIKE COUNTY SCHOOL MENU

‘Dear Preacher’
By Buddy Ray, Murfreesboro Church of Christ

DO YOU NOT TEACH 
YOURSELF? 
Romans 2:17-29 

The very first student you 
have after becoming a Chris-
tian should be YOU! All of us 
need to study to show our-
selves approved of God. What 
we learn from the precepts of 
God’s holy word needs to be 
understood and applied to our 
own lives. We need the experi-
ence of growing in grace and 
in knowledge. The power of 
God’s convicting word needs 
to be felt in one’s heart. There-
fore, teachers teach yourself! 
You must come to know how 
it feels to know the need of real 
repentance We are being pre-
pared to truly share the gospel 
with a lost and dying world 
when our hearts are touched 
by the great principles of that 
gospel. We know the true joy 
of obedience to a loving God 
when God’s grace is applied to 

our lives. How good it is to be 
in covenant relationship with 
the God of mercy and grace. 
You and I will spend all of our 
Christian lives expanding our 
knowledge, hunger, and ear-
nest desire to please the Father 
of all mercy and forgiveness. 
The teacher, therefore, remains 
the student. We can never 
reach that place where we can 
be satisfied with where we are 
on the road to spiritual matu-
rity. Our appetite for the truth 
will grow as we progress. The 

more we learn the more we 
become aware of how much 
there is that we have not 
learned. Our prayer will be for 
more time and opportunity to 
study to show ourselves ap-
proved in God’s eyes. There-
fore, let us pray that God 
will give us the time to come 
to know Him intimately and 
personally. We must desire to 
know the truth so that truth 
can set us free from the pow-
er of sin. God’s people will 
always be the most fervent, 
diligent learners of His word. 
Our God will fill our hearts 
and lives with the joy of our 
salvation for ourselves and a 
lost world. We must know the 
word before we can effectively 
teach it! Hunger and thirst af-
ter God’s righteousness and 
fill up on HIS WORD!! Do 
YOU teach yourself? 

Paid Advertisement

MURFREESBORO CADC SENIOR LUNCH MENU
MONDAY, OCTOBER 14
Roast beef, mashed potatoes, carrots, dinner 

roll, cream cheese brownies
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15
Hamburger steak w/onion & gravy, mashed 

potatoes, green beans, roll, frosted brownie

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16
Baked chicken breast, baked beans, carrots, 

roll, lemon pudding cake
Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. For more infor-

mation (870) 285-2312. Open Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday at 8 a.m. Transportation avail-
able

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10
Breakfast: Chicken biscuit or cereal, fruit, 

juice, milk
Lunch: Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes, 

sweet peas, 7-12 whole grain roll, peaches, milk- 
3-6 Grilled cheese sack lunch option, 7-12 line 2 
option, Beef fingers

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11
Breakfast: Pancake or cereal, fruit, juice, milk
Lunch: Pepperoni pizza, steamed broccoli, 

seasoned corn, applesauce, milk- 3-6 Grilled 
cheese sack lunch option, 7-12 line 2 option Piz-
za stick w/marinara sauce

MONDAY, OCTOBER 14 -- NO SCHOOL
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15
Breakfast: Poptart w/yogurt or cereal, juice, 

fruit, milk
Lunch: Burrito, pinto beans, carrot & celery 

sticks, 7-12 salsa, pears, milk- 3-6 Grilled cheese 
sack lunch option, 7-12 line 2 option Chicken 
cheese crispito

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16
Breakfast: Sausage biscuit or cereal, juice, 

fruit, milk
Lunch: Mini corn dogs, baked beans, fresh 

broccoli w/ranch, 7-12 chips, mixed fruit, milk- 
3-6 Grilled cheese sack lunch option, 7-12 line 2 
option, Turkey & cheese sandwich

*Due to food item shortages menus are subject 
to change without notice. Any changes to the menu 
will be posted on the website at www.rattlers.org

Sept. 17, 2024
BF=Bond Forfeited
PIKE COUNTY
Godwin, Kadence Emily, 18, Hot Spring, 

$135 BF, allowing unauthorized person to drive
Graves, John F., 26, Amity, guilty of failure to 

pay, $2,240 owed
Lorenzo, Fernando, 45, De Queen, $125 BF, 

no driver’s license
Smith, Kassen, 20, Glenwood, $125 BF, no 

driver’s license
Tum, Van Cung, 20, Indianapolis, Ind., guilty 

of terroristic threatening, fined $500; guilty of 
disorderly conduct, fined $220

Vasquez, Dilia Teresa, 34, Nashville, $45 BF, 
no seat belt

CITY OF MURFREESBORO
Bufkin, Charles Joseph, Jr., 54, Murfreesboro, 

$45 BF, no seat belt
Chaney, Cara Michelle, 33, Murfreesboro, 

guilty of no child restraint device
Francis, BillyJoe, 32, Delight, $45 BF, no seat 

belt
Stewart, Jackson Robert, 16, Murfreesboro, 

$45 BF, no seat belt
Tum Van Cung, 20, Indianapolis, Ind., guilty 

of no proof of liability insurance, fined $335; 
guilty of failure to appear, fined $225

Wakeman, Cody Ray, 30, Hot Spring, guilty 
of driving with suspended license, fined $345

ARKANSAS GAME 

AND FISH COMMISSION
Gilbert, Jonathon T., 26, Murfreesboro, guilty 

of DWI, fined $1,070, credited with time served, 
license suspended and must complete DWI ed-
ucation course

Hatton, Brysen James, 19, Arkadelphia, 
guilty of driving under the influence, fined 
$1,070, credited with time served, license sus-
pended and must complete DWI educational 
course; guilty of minor in possession alcohol, 
fined $260

McGraw, Joseph Mathew, 20, Glenwood, 
guilty of insufficient PFD, fined $220

BENCH TRIALS
PIKE COUNTY
Brannon, Joey Darren, 61, Hot Springs Vil-

lage, guilty of no motorcycle endorsement on 
license, fined $125

Peterson, Larry, 40, Newhope, guilty of dis-
orderly conduct, fined $220; guilty of public 
intoxication, fined $220

Vanauken, Brianna S., 42, Glenwood, guilty 
of possession of drug paraphernalia, fined $600

CITY OF MURFREESBORO
Mooring, Crystal Dawn, 32, Murfreesboro, 

endangering welfare of minor, under advise-
ment for six months to dismiss, fined $280

ARKANSAS GAME 
AND FISH COMMISSION
Martin, Jerry D., 58, Hope, $220 BF, reckless 

operations of PWC

t t t t t t t t t t t t t t t t t t t t t
PIKE COUNTY DISTRICT COURT DOCKET

BY JOHN BALCH
Nashville News-Leader staff
LITTLE ROCK -- Gina Lockwood, a 1990 

graduate of Delight High School, was recently 
hired as chief of staff for the Arkansas House of 
Representatives.

Lockwood started her new job Sept. 30 after 
resigning as governmental affairs director at 
Arkansas Tech University. Prior to her ATU job, 
Lockwood worked for the state Department 
of Education, first as chief of staff and later as 
chief operating officer. She has also worked as 
language arts teacher and high school guidance 
counselor.

“My first jobs were waitressing at Prescott 
Pizza Hut and babysitting for many of the Bank 
of Delight employees,” Lockwood said.

She added that all her past jobs, including 
the babysitting, helped prepare her for her new 
role with the House of Representatives.

“Those positions all focused on service and 
connecting people to the right information, 
services and opportunities,” Lockwood said. 
“While my background is primarily in educa-
tion, I have been fortunate to learn about state 
and federal government operations, including 
budgeting and legislation. As well as experi-
ence in public service, leadership, patience and 
tenacity.”

Lockwood holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Education degree from Henderson State Uni-
versity and a Masters of Science in Education 
and educational specialist degrees from ATU. 
She is currently pursuing her doctoral degree 
in educational leadership from ATU.

Lockwood said a day in the life of HR chief 

of staff is “usually far from boring,” which she 
loves, and involves overseeing the daily opera-
tions of the House and “act to ensure compli-
ance with all associated rules and regulations.”

She also coordinates preparation of the 
House sessions and works closely with gov-
ernment officials, related staff and a variety of 
other stakeholders.

Lockwood, 52, now lives in Little Rock but 
was raised in Delight and lived there until she 
left for college. She said she gets back home as 
often as she can. Her family, including parents 
Ruth and CE Lockwood, still reside in Delight.

“I try to come home as often as a I can to see 
family and friends,” she said. “Delight will al-
ways be home. It is a special part of our state 
and home to some of the best people I’ve been 
blessed to know.”

Delight graduate named chief of staff for state House

Submitted photoGINA LOCKWOOD
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WORLD SERIES
* -- Theme Related Clue
ACROSS
1. End of WW2 conference location
6. No longer is
9. Cake with rum
13. *____ Asinoff, author of “Eight Men Out”
14. Invoice qty.
15. Fox crime drama, 2005-2017
16. *Baseball player’s representative
17. Pastrami’s partner
18. With irregular edge
19. *Last year’s World Series winners
21. *Brave contender
23. Certain tray content
24. Fail to mention
25. Nocturnal flyer
28. Team homophone
30. *Last year’s MVP Corey ____
35. Iranian monarch
37. Proactiv target
39. “Superman” star
40. Head of family
41. Button-up or button-down
43. Singles
44. Graduates
46. Symphony member
47. *Number in a baseball lineup
48. Say again
50. Brezhnev’s country
52. PST plus three
53. Mouth off
55. Brewed beverage
57. *Fall ____
61. *Two-time World Series MVP winner in 

1970s
65. Two under on one hole in golf
66. Brewed alcoholic beverage
68. Grind down
69. #72 Across, in the olden days
70. *2003 World Series winner or Marvel 

leader, Stan
71. Plural of #62 Down
72. Eject
73. ____ excellence

74. Noise of contempt
DOWN
1. 1984, e.g.
2. Pond plant
3. Right to a property
4. Polynesian kingdom
5. Affirm to be true
6. TV’s “Storage ____”
7. Comedian Schumer
8. Iron setting
9. Bora ____
10. Any day now, formerly
11. Superlative of better
12. Not in port
15. Loud singer
20. Actress ____ Perlman, pl.
22. ____ the season!
24. Double-decker
25. Wilde of “The Picture of Dorian Gray” 

fame
26. Blue or gray swimmer
27. Drink like a cat (2 words)
29. Reply from a tunnel
31. Eon, alt. sp.
32. Robin Williams in “Aladdin”
33. 0 and 2, e.g.
34. Set to zero
36. *Touch to score
38. Son of Aphrodite
42. T in Ferrari TR
45. Uses #53 Across
49. ____ Chi
51. Break for Congress
54. Dandruff manufacturer
56. Ohio city
57. ____pit
58. Nordic native
59. Malaria symptom
60. A whole bunch
61. Crowd’s derision
62. Performer’s time to shine
63. Aroma
64. Egg holder
67. Grazing field

ALL TYPES OF 
ROOFING

We are insured!

In Business Since 1992!
Greg (870) 356-8934

Quality work,
Free Estimates

(870) 285-2723

MINI  STORAGE in Murfrees-
boro. 870-845-6304.             (gs:4-tf)

SMALL ADS DO WORK 
... YOU JUST READ ONE!

 (870) 285-2723 

Classifieds

You’re Invited
To a wedding shower for
Hannah McKinght

&
Jared Taylor

on Sunday, October 13 
from 1:30- 3 p.m. at the 
First Baptist Church in 

Murfreesboro
The couple is registered at 

Caddo Antiques and Amazon

The Earth’s newest satellite, asteroid 2024-Pt5, was suppos-
edly captured into orbit on Sunday, Sept. 29, and will remain in 
orbit before moving away in late November.

This asteroid is a natural celestial object traveling within the 
Solar System, and is a satellite as long as it orbits this planet.

 The Moon is our number one satellite, but we humans have 
now added manufactured satellites by the thousands to circle 
Earth, and sent others to orbit other celestial bodies in our Solar 
System.

When you watch the night sky observing stars, it does not take 
long to notice that there are numerous dots of light, other than 
stars, moving quickly across your field of vision.  As of Septem-
ber 2024, NASA estimates that there are approximately 6,500 ac-
tive artificial satellites in various orbital positions around Earth. 
Adding to this number are the inactive ones, and undoubtedly 
those cloaked in secrecy. Just a decade ago there were about 1,000 
operational artificial orbiters. A big part of the satellite count be-
longs to Elon Musk and his Starlink Constellation that currently 
totals about 5,000.  Plans are to increase that number to 12,000 
soon, and ultimately have 42,000 orbiting at any given time.

Researchers estimate that are about 100 trillion pieces of un-
tracked space junk also in Earth’s orbit. Most of it is small, a 
half inch or smaller.  One of those researchers said that it is soon 
going to be like an interstate highway in a rush hour, in a snow-
storm with everyone driving much too fast. According to NASA 
a piece of low Earth orbit junk travels at a speed of 18,000 miles 
per hour.

The Moon will be full on Sept. 17. It is still in perigee so yet 
another super-sized one. The first full Moon after the Harvest 
Moon is called the Hunter’s Moon (it is sometimes in Novem-
ber).

PIKE COUNTY SKYWATCHERS
BY RICK FLOYD

Second moon resides until November

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
(870) 285-2723 • mdiamond@windstream.net
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2024 Murfreesboro Homecoming Court

Queen 
Jocee Holt

Senior Maid 
Reid Spradlin

Senior Maid 
Natalie Perrin

Junior Maid 
Mabree Sweat

Junior Maid
Sydney Braden

Junior Maid 
Teegan Barnett

Sophomore Maid 
Ramsey Terrell

Sophomore Maid 
Isabella Frazier

A student’s humble love we bring,
Our Alma Mater we will sing.
We’ll love and cherish ‘til we die,

All glory to thee Murphy High.
For faith and hope and loyalty,

Fond memories that around thee cling.

Our hearts are pledged to thee we sing,
ALL GLORY TO THEE 

MURPHY HIGH!

Attendants: Wiley Lamb, 
Bailey Chesshir, Welden Caldwell

Escorts: (Front Row, L to R) Cameron Stevens, Albert Quiroz, Kaleb 
DeLaRosa, Lathan Compton, Daelyn Henderson; (Back Row) 
Caden Dixon, Cash Lowery, Laytan Wilcher, Brody Maroon

MURFREESBORO HIGH SCHOOL ALMA MATER
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